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SERMON XXXIII. 



HOMANS) II. 4. 

SDefpifcft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and forbearance, and 
long-fufFeriug — knowing that the goodnefs of God Icadeth thee 
to repentance ? — 

So fays St. Paul- And 

ECCLESIASTES, VIIJ. II. 

JSecaufe Sentence againft an evil work is not executed fpeedily ; 
therefore the heart of the fons of men is fully fet in them 
to do evil.— *- 

TAKE either as you like it, you will get 
nothing by the bargain. — 

'Tis a terrible charad:er of the worldj 
which Solomon is here accounting for,-^-^ 
that their hearts were fully fet in them to do 
devil.- — And the general outcry againft the 
wickednefs of the age, in every age > fi'OMi 
Solomon's down to this, fliews but too ;lSi? 
mentably what^ grounds have all along be'fed 
given for the complaint. — • i:: : 

The diforder and confufion arifingin: thfe 
affairs of. the world from the wickednefs oil ^ 
being ever fueh, — fo evidently 'feen; jCo.lfe^ 
vetely feiti 5 as naturaHy to induce reveiry cmiJ 
who^was a fjie^torior'a.fuflfenef^/jl^ giv?ertbct 
Hieia/ncholy' prefereiiceritb: the liirae^ohib/diiied 
ioj; i ^ i£ibeiicNTuptions:!ofiroeb's:TBb3n6X^ imd 
utrt only/ AdqemlBdailil;; mfif^tk^ ifmrniEsaAvftf^ 
^Uttb lithe >ipoinsr; 
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4 SERMON XXim. 

pitch to which the wickednefs of the age 
was arrived. — How far they may have been 
deceived in fuch calculations, I ihall not 
inquire; — let it fuffice, that mankind have 
ever been bad, — confidering what motives 
they have had to be better; — and taking this 
for granted, intlead of declaiming againft it, 
let us fee whether a difcourfe may not be 
as ferviccable, by endeavouring, as Solomon 
has here done, rather to give an account of it^ 
and by tracing back the evils to their fiiil 
principles, to direct ourfelves to the true 
remedy againft them. — 

Let it here be only premifed, — that the 
wickednefs either of the prefent or patt times, 
whatever fcandal and reproach it brings up- 
on Chriftians, — ought not in reafon to reflc6b 
diflionour u}X)n Chriftianity, which is fo ap- 
parently well framed to make us good; — 
that there is not a greater paradox in nature, 
4^than that fo good a religion fliould be 
ab better recommended by its profeiTws. — 
though this may feem a paradox, — 'tis ftill, 
I fay, no objedlion, though it has often been 
made ufe of againft Chriftiauity; — rfmce, if 
the morals of men are not reformed, it is not 
Qwing to a defe&, in the revelation, but "tia 
ewing to the fame caufes which defeated ail 
the utB and intent of reafon, — before reyela^ 
tioii was given.— For fetting afide the oJbligi^ 
fion which a divine law lays upon usr^^^whoi^ 
^er confiders the ftate and coodiiioA ei hun 
m^n nature, aad upon thisi www^ ; l»w \ wuiefa; 
ftrbnger ihe natutal thotives are taittirtMe: 
i! .. *J <i than 



SERMON XXXra. $ 

Ihan to vice, would expecft to find the world' 
much better than it is, or ever has been.^*-^ 
For who would fuppofe the generahty of 
mankind to betray ib much folly, as to aiSfe 
againft the common intereft of their own kind, 
as every man does who yields to the tempta-^ 
tion of what is wrong? — But on the other fide^ 
— if men tiiil look into the practice of th^ 
world, and there obferve the ftrange preva- 
lency of vice, and how Avilling men are to de- 
fend as ^Vell as to commit it, one would think 
they believed that all difcourfes of virtue 
and honefty were mere matter of fpeculatioh 
for men to entertain fome idle horn's with? — - 
and fay truly, that men feemed univerfally 
to be agreed in nothing but in fpeakirtg 
well and doing ill. — ^But this calls no more 
diftionour upon reafon than it does upon 
revelation ; —the truth of the cafe being thm^ 
• — that no niotives have been great enougk* 
to reftrain thofe from fin who have fecretly 
loved it, and only fought pretences for th^- 
practice of it. — So that if the light of thi^^ 
gofpel has not left afuflScient provifionagainflf 
the wickednefs of the world,— the true a»- 
fwer is, that there can be none.— "Tis fuflS'J'' 
cientthatthe excellency of Chrifl:ianitjrin dolc?^ 
trine and precepts, and its proper tehdencjf 
ta make us virtuous as well as happy, is li- 
ftrong evidence of its divine original,— and * 
thefe advantages it has above any inftittitiori"^ 
that ever was in the world :— it give» the^beH"* 
dtre<9ions, the bed examples, the greAi6ft eA^ 

coura[gement9, — ^the beft helps, And the ^reif^" 
eftr «iiligati<Hi9 te gratitude.— ^But as relijion 
• B 3 was 
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was not to work «pon men by way of forcef 
and natural necellity, — but by moral perfua- 
lion, — which fets good and evil before them ; 
— fo that, if men have power to do evil, or 
chufe the good, and will abufe it, this can- 
not be avoided ; — not only religion, but even 
reafon itfclf, muft neeeilarily imj)ly a freedoms 
of choice; and all the beings in the world 
which have it, were created free to ftand or 
free to fall: — and therefore men that will 
not be wrought upon by this way of addrefs^ 
muil exjx^ct^ and be contented, to feel the 
ftroke of that rod which is prepared for the 
back of fools, oft-times in this world, but un- 
doubtedly in the next, from the hands of a 
righteous governory who will finally rendeir 
to every man according to his works. — 

]k^caule this fentence is not always exe- 
cuted fpeedily, is the wife man's account of 
the general licentioufnefs which prevailed 
through the race of mankind, — fo early as 
liis days ; and we may allow it a place, amongli 
the many oth^r fatal caufes of depravation 
in our own; — a I'ew^ of .which I fliall beg 
leave to add to this explication of the wile 
man's; fubjoining a few pra(!*tical caution* 
in relation to eAch, as I go along. — 

To begin with Solomon's account in the 
text,— that becaufe lentence againft an evil 
work is not executed fpeedily, therefore the 
hearts of the fons of men are fully fet iu tbeui^ 
to do evil. — ' r 

It feems fomewhat hard to underftan^ tbf* 
conlcquence why men fliould grQ^c^j^gg 
defperately \vicked,— b,ecaufu^ QM4ik^\ 
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fill and gives them fpace to repent; — thisi$; 
no natural effect, — nor does the wife maa, 
intend to infinuate, that the goodnefs and 
long-fuftering of God is the caufe of the 
wickednefs of man, by a dire(9; efficacy to 
harden fmners in their courfe. — But the fcope 
of his difcourfe is this, Becaufe a vicious tnaa 
efcapes at prefent, he is apt to draw falfe 
conclufions from it, and, from the delay of 
God's punifliments in this life, either to con-, 
ceive them at fo remote a diftance, or per- 
haps fo uncertain, that, though he has fome 
doubtful miigivings of the future, yet he, 
hopes, in the main, that his fears are greater 
than his danger; — and, from obferving fome 
of the woiil of men both live and die with- 
out any outward teilimony of God's wrath, 
— draws from thence fome flattering ground 
of encouragement for himfelf, and, with the 
wicked in the pfalm, fays in his heart, Tufli I 
I fhall never be caft down, there fhall no hann 
happen unto me : — as if it was necelfary, if 
God is to punifh at all, that he muft do it 
prefently ; — which, by the way, would rather 
li^em to befpeak the rage and fury of an in- 
cenfed party, than the determination of a 
wife and patient jud^e, — who refpitcs puniflir 
ment to another uatc, declaring, lor thQ 
wifefl re^fons, this is not the time for it tq 
to take place in,— but that he has appointed 
a day for it, wherein he will judge the world 
in righteoufneis, and make fuch unalterable 
dliiiuciioiis betiviit the good and bad, — as to 
icndej 
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rendter his future judgment a full vindication 
of his juftice. — 

That mankind have ever made an ill ufe 
of this forbearance, is, and I fear witt ever 
be, the cafe : — and St. Peter, in his defcrip- 
tion of the fcoffers in the latter daySj who, 
he tells us, fhall walk after their own lufls 
(theworft of all chara£kers), he gives the fame 
led folution of what fliould be their unhappy 
encouragement; — for that they would fay, 
•i— Where is the promife [where is the 
threatening or declaration of 17 i^ayfiXiu] 
of his coming, — for fince the fathers fell 
afleep, all things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation ; — that is, the 
world goes on in the fame uninterrupted 
courfe, where all things fall alike to all with- 
out any interpofition from above, — or any 
outward token of divine difpleafure : — upon 
this ground, " Come ye,'' fay they, as the 
prophet reprefents them, " I will fetch wine, 
and we will fill ourfelves with ftrong drink ; 
and to-morrow ihall be as this day,^ and much 
more abundant/' — 

Now, if you confider, you will find, that 
all this falfe way of reafoning doth arife from 
that grofs piece of felf-flattery, that fuch do 
imagine God to be like themfelves, — that is, 
as cruel and revengeful 2L9 they are, — and 
they prefently think, if a fellow-creature 
offended them at the rate that fmners are. 
foid to offend God, and they had as much 
power in their hands to punifli and torture 

them 



SEHMOK xixm. ^ 

them as he has, they would be fare to exe- 
cute it fpeedily; — but becaufe they fee God 
does it not, therefore they conclude, that all 
the talk of God's anger againft vice, and hid 
future punifhment of it, — is mere talk, cal- 
culated for the terror of old women and 
children. — ^Thus fpeak they peace to their 
fouls, when there is no peace ; — for though 
a finner, (which the wife man adds by way 
of caution after the text,) — for though a 
finner do evil a hundred times, and his days 
be prolonged upon the earth, — ^yet fure I 
know, that it fliall be well with them that 
fear God, — but fliall not be well with the 
wicked. — Upon which argument, thepfalmift, 
fpeaking in the name of God, — ufes this re- 
monftrance to one under this fatal miftake 
which has mifled thoufands; — ^Thefe thinga 
thou didfl;, and I kept filence: — And it feems 
this filence was interpreted into confent; 
— for it follows, — and thou thoughteft I Avas 
altogether fuch a one as thyfelf. — But the 
pfalmifi; adds, how ill he took this at men's 
hands, and that they fliould not know the 
difference between the forbearance of finners, 
— and his negleA of their fins; — but I will 
reprove thee, and fet them in order before 
thee. — Upon the whole of which, he bids 
them be better advifed, and confider, left 
while they forget God, he pluck them away, 
and there be none to deliver them.— . 

Thus much for the firfi; ground and ca/afe 
which the text gives, why the heaM;^^ of the 
fon. of men <»eJ>JIj^|||g||^ 
eyil; -upon iv^im^ vSHfjj^^^^^HHIttiii^, 
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cautions to add — Tliat, in the firft place, wd 
frequently deceive ouHelvcs in the calcula- 
tion that Tentence lliall not be fpeedily exe-. 
cuted. By lUd experience, vicious and de- 
bauched men find this matter to turn out 
very diflereut in practice from their expecSta-. 
tions in theory: God having fo contrived 
the nature of things throughout the whole 
fyfteni of moral duties, that every vice, 
in Ibnie meafurc, iliould immediately re- 
venge itfclf upon the doer; that falfehood, 
and unfair dealing, ends in dillruft and dif- 
honour;— that drunkennefs and debauchery 
lliould weaken the thread of life, and cut it 
fo lliort that the tranfgreflbr (liall not live 
out half his days; that pride fliould be fol- 
lowed by mortifications; extravagance by 
poverty and diftrefs ; that the revengeful 
and malicious fhould be the greatefl tormen- 
tor of himfelf, the perpetual difturbance of 
Lis own mind being fo immediate achaftife- 
ment, as to verify what the wife man fays 
upon it, That, as the merciful man does 
good to his own foul, fo he that is cruel trou- 
bleth his own flefli. 

In all which cafes there is a punifliment. 
independent of thefe, and that is, the punifli- 
ment which a man's own mind takes upoa 
itfelf, from the remorfe of doing what is wrongs 
—Prima eft ha^c iiltio, — this is the fiiil rcr 
venge which ^whatever other punifliments he 
may efcape) is fure to follow clofe upon his 
heels, and haunts him wherefoever he.goesr 
7— for whenever a man cpmmits a wilful ^)f^ 
^(^ion>— rhe d^idijiks down poifon> wUigbj jt^q 
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it Tttay work flowly, will Work fiirely, and givQ 
him perpetual pains and heart-achea,— and if 
no means be uled to expel it, will deilroy hiqf 
at laft, — So that, notwithftanding that final 
fentence of God is not executed fpeedilyin ex* 
adl weight and meafuie, — there is nevertheleft 
a ientence executed, which a man's own coa-r 
fcieoce pronounces againll him; — and every 
wicked man, I believe, feels as regular a pro- 
eels within his own breaft commenced againft 
himfelf, and finds himfelf as much acculed* 
and as evidently and impartially condemned 
for what he has done amils, as if he had re- 
ceived fentence before the moft awful tribu- 
nal ;— which judgment of confcience as it 
can be looked upon in no other light but as 
an anticipation of that righteous antl unalter-r 
able fentence which will be. pronounced here- 
after by that Being to whom he is finally to, 
give an account of his actions — I cannot 
conceive the ftate of his mind under any 
charadter than of that anxious doubtfulneis 
defcribed by the prophet,— That the wicked 
are like the troubled lea, when it cannot reft, 
ivhofe waters call up mire and filth. 

A lecond caution againft this uniform 
ground of falle hope, in fentence not being, 
executed fpeedily, will arife from this confi-, 
deration, — That in our vain calculation of 
this.diliant point of retribution, we generally. 
refpite it to the day of judgment ; and as 
that may be a thoufand or ten thoufand years 
off, it pnjportioiialily leffens the terrur.^'j'o 
rectify tlm_^miilake, .^:e fliould firll confider 
['a tljing no way alters jth& 
nature 
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nature of it. — 2dly, That we are deceived irt 
this diita»t profpet^^ not confidering that 
however far 6fF we may fix it in this belief, 
that in faa it is no farther off from every man 
than the day of his own death. — And how 
certain that day is, we need not furely be 
reminded : — Ti» the certainty of the matter, 
and of an event which will as furely come to 
pafsy as that the fun Ihall rife to-morrow 
ttoraing, that iliould enter as much into our 
calculations, as if it was hanging over our 
heads. — For though in our fond imaginations, 
we dream of living many years upon the 
earth i how unexped:edly are we fummoned 
from it ?• — How oft, in the ftrength of our 
age, in the midft of our proje6ks, — when we 
are promifing ourfelves the eafe of many 
years ? — how oft, at that very time, and in 
the height of this imagination, is the decree 
lealed, and the commandment gone forth to 
call us into another world ? — 

This may fuffice for the examination of 
this one great caufe of the corruption of the 
world ; — from whence I fhould proceed, as I 
purpofed, to an inquiry after fome other un^ 
happy caufes which have a fhaie in this eviL 
— But I have taken up fo much more of your 
time in this than I firft intended, — that I 
fliall defer what I have to fay to the next 
occafion, and put an end to this difcourfe, by 
an anfvver to a queftion often afked, relatively 
to this argument, in prejudice of chriftianity, 
which cannot be more feafonably anfwered 
than in a difcourfe at this time ; — and that is, 
--Wbetbeir, 4h^' ^hriftiaitf rel^lon ka» don€f 
^ ^vur the 
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the wc^rld any fervice inreformiog tl»e U^rcsiaMl 
inorakof mankind,— which iome, w1k> p^et^n4 
to have coniidered the prtffent ftate of vicf^ 
feem to doubt of ?— This ohjeiSfcioq I^ iafome 
xneafure, have anticipated in the be|;iQf)iqg^pf 
this difcourfe ; — and what I have to q4d to 
that argument is thi6,-^-*that %^ it is jiinp^iffi^ 
ble to decy« the point by evidwce of f»i^^ 
which al So great a diilance ^ani^ot h9 
brought togptlier and compared,— *it ijjpft htf 
decided by reafon, and the probah^litj of 
things ; upon which ifiue^ Qne inight appois^ 
to the moil profeiTed deift, and truii hic^ to 
determiney--Twhether the iive? of thpie wJmj 
are fet loofe fropi all obligati9nv-4^ut tlw?J^ 
of conveaiencVj— can b§ <;omparod witjh thoih 
who hav^ been b]eft with the ex^raopdii^/ 
light of a religion ? — and wljethcr fo Juijbv^^cl 
holy a religion as the chriftian, which fets 
reftraints even upon our thoughts, — a religion 
which gives us the moft engaging ideas of the 
perfections of God, — at the fame time that it 
impreiTes the moft awful ones of his majefty 
and power ; — a Being rich in mercies, but if 
they are abufed, terrible in his judgments ; — • 
one conftantly about our fecret paths, — about 
our beds ; — who fpieth out all our ways,— 
noticeth all our adlions, and is fo pure in his 
nature, that he will punilh even the wicked 
imaginations of the heart, and has ap-- 
pointed a day wherein he will enter into this 
inquiry, and execute judgment according as 
we have deferved. 

If either the hopes or fears, the paffions or 
reafon of men are to be wrought upon at alK 

fuch 
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Ibclr principles muff; have an effect, though, I 
own, very far fliort of what a thinking man 
flioiild expert from fuch motives. 

No doubt, there is great room for amend- 
h^ent in the chriftian world, — and the profef- 
fors'of our holy rehgion may in general be 
faid'tp^be a very corrupt &hd bad generation 
of tnfeiii'^— cOiifidering what reafons and obli^ 
^tions' they have to be better. — Yet ftill I 
bffirhit^f thofe reftraints \tere leffened, — the 
iyorld'*#buid be infinitely worfe ; and there- 
felfelSR^ C2imi6t fufficiently blefs and adore the 
^bc^ii^fsf of God, for thefe advantages brought 
to^'the'^diAitig of Chrift — which God grant 
rad?(i*We>may live to be more deferving of j 
iMrftkti^ijh^he laft day, when he Ihallcome 
il^fti-'t<y judge the ^orld, wfe iflavrife tp lif« 

i" "i " ■> • ■'•'■* •' ' . » 1 " 1 • 
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{^ft t}iQu %hj pn3& in the Locd. 

.Whoever fenoufly xefle^fts upon th« 
Aate and condition of nian, and looks upon 
that dark fide of ity which repTefents his life 
as open to fo many caufes of trouble ; — when 
he fees Jiow often he eats the bread of afflio 
lion, and tliajt lieiis bom tait as naturally as 
the' fparks. .fly upwards ;--i- that no rank or 
tiegrees of i men are exempted from this law 
of ♦ out/ beings ;-T-but that, ail, from the high 
cedar of iLibanus • to ' the hii toble ill ru b upoii 
the wall, are ihook ift thbir^Yums by number4 
tefa caiairaties and'^iiflreiresit-^wbe^ one iit^ 
^own And looks upon this gidbmy fide of 
things, with all the forrowful changes and 
chances which furround iis,*^^^t firft fight,-^ 
would not one. .wonder,*^ how the. fpirit df a 
man could beaar the infiraiitiei of his nature, 
and what it is that fupports hira, as it does, 
under th6 many evil accidents which he meets 
with in his . paffage ; through the valley of 
tears ?-T-*Without wme certain aid witljph tis 
to bear tis up — fo tender a frame as ours 
would be but ill fitted to encounter what ge-* 
nerally befalsi it in .this rugged jburney t--an^ 

1 accord- 



l6 SERMON XXXIV. 

accordingly we find, — that we are fo curioufly 
wrought by an all-wile hand with a view to 
this, — that, in the very conipofition and tex- 
ture of our nature, there is a rernedy and 
provifiou left againft moil of the evils we fuf- 
fer ; — we being lb ordered, — that the prin- 
ciple of felf-love, given us for prefervation, 
coraes in here to our aid, — by opening a door 
of hope, and, in the woril emergencies, flat- 
tering us with a belief that we Ihall extricate 
oui felves, and live to fee better days. — 

This exped;ation, — though in fad; it no way 
alters the nature of the crofs accidents to 
which we lie open, or does at all pervert the 
courle of them, — yet impoles upon the fenie 
of them, and like a fecret fpringin a 
well-contrived machine, though it. cannot 
prevent, at leaft it counterlialances the pret 
fure, — and fo bears up this tottering, tendsr 
frame under many a violent lliock aiid hard 
juftling, which otherwife would umavoidafblj 
overwhelm it. — ^Without fuch an inWard-rfc*. 
fource, from an inclinati6n which is natural! ti 
man, to truft and hope for nedrefs in the mofl; 
deplorable conditions,— his ftate.in thifi lif* 
would be, of all creatures, the uioft mifemblei 
•i^-When his J mind was either ivtung with 
fiffli6iion,— or his body lay'tartiufed with the 
gout or itone,— did he think that iii this world 
there fliould be no refpite to his forrow ;-^ 
could he btUipve the pains he endured wolild 
continue equaUy intenfe,r^ without rfceaedy^-^ 
without iutermiflion ; — with what deplorable 
lamentation would he languifh. dutlhisi day,-^ 
^d h^w fweetii liS' Job.layJ3,nrouidithe ^ clods 

*^ of 
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«« of the valley be to him ?''— But fo fad a jJer-^ 
fuafion, whatever grounds there may be foiue^ 
times for it^fcarce ever gets fullpoffeitionof the 
mind of man^ which by nature ftru^gles agiainft 
defpair : fo that whatever part of us fuffers,— * 
the darkeft mind inftantly iifliers in this re- 
lief to itj — points out to hope^ encourages 
to build, though on a fandy foundation^ and 
raifes an expectation in us, that things will 
come to a fortunate iffue. — And indeed it is 
fomething furprifing to confider the firange 
force of this paffion ;-^what wonders it has 
Wrought in fupporting men's fpirits in all 
ages, and under fuch inextricable difficulties^ 
that they have fometimes hoped^ as the apof- 
tle exjprefles it^ even againft hope^—^agamlt all 
likelihood ; — ^and have looked forwards with 
comfort under misfortu nes, when there has beeil 
little or nothing to favourfuch an expectation* 
This flattering propenfity in us, which 1 
have here reprefentedj as it is built upon one 
of the moft deceitful of human paffirons-i-i 
(that is)— felf^ove, which at all tim^s in-^i 
clines lis to think better of ourfelves-ahd con- 
ditions than there is ground for j— how great 
foever the relief isj which a man drawbfrom 
it at prefent^ it too often difappoiiits in the 
end, leaving him to go on his way forrowing, 
— niourniiig, — as the prophet fays, that faia 
hope is loC— So that^ after all, in bur fevdrer 
trials, we ftill find a neceffity of calling in 
fomething to aid this principle^ add dire<ft it 
fo that it may not wander with this uncertain 
expe6tation of what may never be adcom* 
^liihfed,-^ttut fijt itfelf upon a proper obje6l 
k-^vot. iv, c of 
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of truilitnd refiance, tbat is^^lble to fulfil our 
defires, toJiearjOur.cr^, And to help us,— Th6 
painpn of hope, withouf tkis^^ though in ftraits 
a man may fiipportiiis Ipirits for a time with a 
general, expedtatioiuof ^bptter fortune ; — yet, 
like a iliip toljbd VYithbutia pilot upon a trou- 
blefoine lea,f^it n)ay float upon the furface fot 
a while, . but is never, — never likely to be 
brought Xo the haven where it would be. — To 
accotnplilli this, reafon and religion are called 
in at length, and join with nature in exhort- 
ii^g us to hype ; — but to hope in God, in whofe 
hands are ihe iffue^ of life and death, — and 
without whofe knowledge and peruiiflion 
we know that not a hair of our heads can 
fall to the ground. — Strengthened with this 
anchor of hope, which keeps us ftedfaft, when 
the rains defcend and the floods come upon 
us,— however the furrows of a man are multi- 
plied, he bears up his head, looks towards 
heaven with confidence, waiting for the fal- 
vation of God : — he then builds upon a rock 
againft which the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail. — He may be troubled, it is true,^ on 
every fide, but fhall not be diftrefled, — per- 
plexed, yet not in defpair : — though he walks 
throqgh the valley of the fliadow of death, 
even then he fears no evil ; this rod and this 
Itaff comfort him. 

The virtue of this had been fufficiently tried 
by David, and had, no doubt, been of ufe to 
Irim in the courfe of a life full of afflictions ; 
many of which were fo great, that he declares 
thM bo (hould verily have fainted under the 

ieofe'Aftd. »pprehenfioH of them, but that he 

believed 



believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord 
in the land of the living- — He ifelifeved !— 
ho\V could he <lo othenvife ? He had all 
the convi6lion that reafon and infpirati6h 
could give him,— that there was a Being iii 
whom every thing concurred which could be 
the proper objeCT of truft and confidence ;-~ 
power to help, — and goodnefs always to in- 
cline him to do it. — He knew this infinite 
Being, though his dwelling was fo high— 
that his glory was above the heavens,^ — ^yet 
humbled hirafelf to behold the things that 
are done in heaven and earth : — that he was 
riot an idle and diftant fpe6tator of what 
paffed there, but that he was a pyefent help 
m time of trouble: — that he bowed the hea- 
vens and came down to over-rule the courfe. 
of things ; delivering the poor, and him that 
was in mifery, fi'om him that was too ftrohg 
for him ; lifting the fimple out of his diftrefs, 
and guarding him by his providence, fd that 
no man fliould do him him wrong :^-^that 
neither; the Sun fliould fmite him by day, 
neither the Moon by night.— Of this the 
Pfalmift had fuch evidence from his^bbferva- 
tion on the life of others, with the ftrongeft 
conviction, at the fame time, which iat long 
life full of pcrfonal deliverances could give ; 
— all which taught him the value of the lef- 
fon ill the text, from which he had received fo 
njuch encouragement himfelf, — that he tranf^ 
mits it for the benefit of the whole race of 
mankind after him, to fupport them, as it 
had done hun, under the affli6lions which 
befel him. 
.'; ' c 2 - •* Truft 
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;. .« Truft in God ;"— asif he bad faid, Who^ 
jfoever thou art that Ihall hereafter fall into 
any.fuch ftraits or troubles as I have expe- 
rienced, — ^learn by 'my example where to 
jfeek for fuceojar ; — truft not iii princes, nor iii 
}iuy child of man, for there is no help in them : 
: — the fons of men who are of low degree, are 
.vanity, and are not able to help thee: — men o'f 
liigh degree are a lie, — too often deceive thy 
-hopes, and will not help thee:— but thou^ 
when thy foul is in heavinefs, — turn thy eyes 
from the earth, and look up towards heaven, 
to that infinitely kind and powerful Being, 
who neither flumbereth nor fleepeth; who is a 
prefent help in time of trouble:— defpond 
not, and f'y within thyfelf, — why his chariot 
wheels ftay fo long ? — and why he vouchfafeth 
thee not a fpeedy relief ?— but arm thyfelf in 
thy misfortunes with patience and fortitude; 
'— rtrull in God, who fees all thofe conflid;s 
.under which thou laboureft, — who knows 
thy necelfities afar off, — and puts all thy 
.tears into his bottle; — who fees ' everV 
careful thought iind penfive look,— and 
hears every figh and melancholy groaii thou 
..nitevefi^ — 

In all thy exigencies truft and depend on 

.him; — nor ever doubt but he, who heareth 

, the cry of the fatherlefs, and defendeth the 

. caufe of the widow, if it is juft, will hear thine, 

and cither lighten thy burden, and let thee 

go free ; — or^ which is the fame^ if that feems 

not meety by adding ftrength to thy mind, to 

enable thee to fuilain ^frhat he has fuffered to 

^ be laid upon thee* 

Whoever 
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Whoever recolledls the particular pfalras 
feid to be compofed by this great man, un- 
der the fevjeral diftrefles and crofs acciderlts 
of his life, will perceive thei juftice of this 
paraphrafe, which is agreeable to the ftraiij 
of jreafomug ipehich run^'throusjh, — whidh i^ 
little elfe thati a recolledlion of his own word^ 
arid tnoiights upoti Vthof6 occafibnis, in all 
wftith lie'&bttfeai*s4b haVei'been no lefs fignail 
ih his. ^flffiCTion^j than in his piety, and in that 
goodnefs' oi^foiil wfiich he difcovers under 
them.— T^faici, the 'refi[e(9kiohs upon his owa 
life and 'providential eicapes which he ha(| 
experienced, Wad had a Ihare in forniins: 
theferre]i^ious fentimerits of truft in his mind, 
whicF hid fo eiriy taken root, that when h6 
was going J:o' fight the PhiUftine, — when h^ 
was but ayoutlrand flood before Saul, — he 
had alreacjy learned to argue in this manner* 
— Let riX) jnaij's heart fail him ;^— thy feH^ant 
kept his father's (heep, and there came A liorf 
and a ItSear, and took a lamb out of the flock, 
and I wisrit out after him and fmote him,' and 
delivered it out of his mouth; and wh6n he 
arofe againfl: me, I caught hijn by the beard,' 
and finb^e him, and flew him ;— thy fervant 
flew, bol[:h jih^ lion and the bear, and this un- 
circutiicjlfed Phlliftirie will be as one of tliem j 
•^fQjftie Lord, who delivered me out of th^ 
paw of the Hon, and out of the paw of the bear; 
—fie will, alfo deliver me out of his hand, — ^^ 

The coriclufion was natural, and the expe^ 
rience which every man has had of God's for- 
Iftef loving kindnefs and proteclion to him, 
-'"'■"' ^- c3 ^ ^ eithet 
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either in dangers or diftrefs, does unavoidably 
engage him to think in the fame train. — It 
is obfervable that the apoftle St. Paul encou- 
raging the Corinthians to bear with patience 
the trials incident to humap nature, reminds 
them of the deliverances that God did for** 
nierly vouchfafe to him, and his fellow- 
labourers, Gains and Ariftarchus; — and on 
that ground builds a rock of encopragcment, 
for future tinift and dependence on him. — 
His life had been in very ^reat jeopvdy at 
Ephefus,— -where he had hke tQ.have been 
brought out to the theatre to be devoured by 
wild beails, and indeed had no human means 
to avert, and confequwitly to efcape it ;— -and 
therefore, he tells them, that he bad this ^d^ 
vantage by it, that the more he believed he 
fhould be put to death, the more he was en- 
gaged by his deliverance, never to depend on 
any worldly truft, but only on God, who can 
refcue from the greateft extremity, even from, 
the grave and death itfelf.— For we would 
jiot, brethren, fays he, have you ignorant of 
our trouble, which came to us in Afia, that 
we were preflTed out of meafure above our 
llrength, infomuch that we defpaired even pf 
life ; — but we had the fentence of death in 
purfelves that we (hoi^ld not truft in ourfelves, 
but in God, who railbth the dead, who deli- 
vered us from fo grekt a death, and doth de- 
liver, and|,Jn whom we truft that he will 
ftill deliver us. 

Apd indeeda ftronger argument cannot be 
brought for future truft, than the remem- 
brance 
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brance of pad: proteftiop ; — for what ground 
or reafon can I have to dillruft the kindnefs 
of that perfon who has always been my friend 
and benefaiftpr ? 

On whom can I better rely for affiftance in 
tfie day of my diftrefe, than oh him who flood 
by rae'in all mine affli^ion ?— and, when I 
Was at the brink of dellrud;i6n, delivered me 
out of "alFmy troubles?"^ Would it not be 
highi|^njgmt&^^^^^ upon his 

goodneiS or HiV ftifliciency, to diftruft that 
providfeiice which ha^ alwavs had it watchftil 
tJye'oVer me ps^and who, according to his 
iracion^; J)ro^^ n^ver leave me, nor 

forifafee- fri^; ap^d w^p,"ih all riiy wants, in all 
Iny Tn^erg^iicijfes^^^ liis^ Been abundantly more 
wflling to give, Trtianl to atk it?— If the for* 
mer arid ' the latter rHin have hitherto de- 
fcend^d;upon"the earth in due feafon, and 
feed-tita'e^and harveft have hev^r yet failed ; — 
why (hould I fe&r famihe in the land> or 
doubi:,^'but llhat he who feedeth th6 r^ven, 
and providently catereth for the fparrow, 
ilUoula like wife be' my comfort? — How un* 
lifeelv is.it that ever he fhould fufFer bis truth 
to falIr*7^Tlu$ ti^in of reflection, from the 
TOulirfefaUdrr of pdft is fui table and 

Vidtiij^ to' "air niainkind : — there being no one„ 
^ho l?y' caliipg to mind God's kindnefles, 
winch 'have bie^ri ever of old, but vnW fee 
.iaule to apply the argument to himfelf. 
^'AnU though, in looking back upon the 
events which have befallen us, we are apt to 
^^ttribtrt^ too roiAih to the arm of flem, in 
■' ' ' ' • c 4 recount* 
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lecounting the more fuccefsful parts of 
ik^m ; fayiqg, — My wifdom, my parts, and 
uddrdH, extrit^ated roe from thi^ misfortune ; 
— ^niy forefight and penetration faved me 
from a fecond ; — my courage, and the migh- 
tinefs Qf .my ftrength, earned nie through a 
third, — Jlowever we are accuftomed to talk 
in this HKvnper, — yet whoever coolly fits 
down ?tnd refle(9:s upon the many accidents 
(though very improperly c^-lled fo) whicl^ 
liave befallen lum in the courfe of his life, — 
Fhea he eonfiders the many amazing turns in 
his favour, — fomet^mes in the moft unpromifi 
ing pafes, — and often brought about by the 
pioft unlikel}^ caufes ; — when he rem^nabers 
the particular providenq^s which have gone 
alongi with him,-r-the many peffon^l deliver-* 
a.nces which have prefer ved him,— the un- 
ficcountjible manner in which he has been 
enabled to get through difficulties, which o\\ 
fXX fidps befet him, at ope tiipe of his life, or 
the ftrength of mind he found Himfelf endowed 
with, to encpunter affli^lionij which fell ypoq 
jhi^i at sinotlner period \ — where is the man, I 
/ay, who looks back w ith the leaft religious^ 
fenfe, vUpon what has thus hg^ppened to hiin, 
iwho cpuld no.t give you fufHeient proofs ojf 
God!s power, ?ind his arni over him^ and re- 
,(x>UQt feveral cafes wherein the God of Jacob 
'FP^s his help, ^pd the Holy One of Ifrael his 
redeemer? 

Hjgdl thou ever laid upon the bed pi lan- 
guifhing, or laboured under a grievpus difr 
tpmp,ex w^ch thieatened thj lif^ ? Call X9 

mind 



time; and add to it, wEq it'Was that JEia)^ 
jnevcy on thee, tji^t broi^^t thee qu\ of 
darknefs and theiliadow of death, ajid madip 
^11 thy bed in thy ficknefs.- 

Hath the i'cantinefs of -thy condition hurr 
lied thee into great flraits and difficulties, 
^nd brought thee ahnoll to difira^ion ?— ^ 
Coiifider who it was that fpread thy table in 
that wildemefs of thought, — >vhQ wa^ it made 
thy. cup t6 overflow,— who ad^pd a friend c^ 
confolation to thee, and thdietiy.^tike ppace 
to thy troubled niinji.^-Haft thou ever ful- , 
taiued guy cpnfider^ble damage in thy ftpclc 
or tra^e ? — Bethink thyfelf \vho it was that 
gate thee a ferine .au4 coptented, mind 
under thofe loffes. — If thou liaft recor 
vered,— confider who it was that repaiwd 
jthofe breaches, — when thy own i^ill and en- 
deavours failed ; — call to mind whofe proviy 
^ence has bleffed them fmcR, — whpfe h^nd it 
was that has fmce fet a hedge about thecy 
and made all that thou haft done to profper. 
! — Haft thou ever been wounded in thy more 
tender part, through the lofs of an obliging 
imiband ? — or haft thou been torn away from 
the embraces of a dear and promifing child, 
by his unexpected death ? — 

O confider, whether the God of truth did 
jiot approve himfelf a father to thee when 
fatherlefs, — or a huiband to thee, when a wi- 
dow, — and has either given thee a name bet- 
ter than of fons and daughters, or even be- 
yond thy hope, m^de thy remaining tender 
branches 
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i)ranchcs to gfow up tall and beautiful, like 
.the cedars of Libanus. 

Strengthened by thefe confiderations, fug- 
^efting the fame or like paft deliverances, 
either to thyfelf, — thy friends or acquaint- 
ance, — thou wilt learn this great Icflbn in 
the text, in all thy exigencies and diftreflTes, 
^--^o troft God; and whatever bcfals thee in 
the many changes and chances of this mortal 
life, to fpeak comfort to thy foul, and to fay 
in the words of Habakkuk the prophet, with 
which I conclude,; 

Although the fig-tree fliall not bloflTom, 
neither (hall fruit be in the vines; — although 
the labour of the olive fliall fail, and the fields 
iliall yield no meat; — although the flock 
lliall be cut off from the fold, and there fhall 
be no herd in the flails; yet we will rejoice 
in the Lord, and joy in the God of bur la^ 
vation. 

To whom be all honour and glorv, how^ 
and for ever, Amep, ^ ,\ 
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But if a man «ome prefumptiiDufly upon lus neigkbpur, to flajr 
him with guile; thou (halt take him from my akar, that he 
may die. 

As the end and liappy refult of fociety was 
our mutual protecftion from the depredations 
which malice and avarice lay us open to, — '> 
fo have the laws of God laid proportion- 
able reftraints againft fuch violations as would 
defeat us of fuch a fecurity. — Of all pther 
attacks which cah be made againft us, — 
thut of a man's life which is his all, — being 
ihe greateft, — the offence, in God's difpenfa- 
tioa tQ the Jews, was denounced as the moft 
heinous,-^and reprefented as moft unpar* 
donable. — At the hand of every man's 
brother will I require the life of man.— 
Whofo flieddeth man's blood, by man Ihall 
his blood be (lied. — Ye Ihall take no fa- 
tisfadlion for the life of a murderer; — he 
ftiall furely be put to death. — So 3^e fhall not 
pollute the land wherein ye are, — for blood 
defileth the land ; — and the land cannot bo 
cleanfed of blood that is (lied therein, but by 
the blood of him that fhed it. — For this rea- 
fon, by the laws of all civilized nations, in 
all parts of the globe, it has been punillied 
with death. — 

Some 
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Some civilized and wife communities have 
fo far incorporated thefe fevere difpenfations 
into their municipal laws, as to allow of no 
diftindtion betwixt miurder and homicide, — 
at leaft in the penalty: — leaving the inten- 
tions of the feveral parties concerned in it 
to that Being who knows the heart, and will 
admll the differences of the cafe hereafter. 
—This falls, no doubt, heavy upon particu- 
lars — but it is urged for the benefit of the 
whple.-^Jt 13 not the bufinefs of a preacher 
to enter into an examination of the grounds 
and feafons fpf fo feeming a feverity . — ^ Where 
inoft fevere, — they have proceeded, no doubt, 
|rom an excefs of abhorrence of a crime, — ■ 
which is, of all others, moft terrible and 
fliockiqg in its own nature,— and the mpf? 
^ire6t attack and ftroke at fociety; — as the 
ifecurity of a man's life was the firil protefc4 
iion . or fociety, — ^^the groundwork of all thi^ 
' Pt)ier bleffings to be defired from fuch a com- 
pg.6t.-7-Thefts, — oppreffions,— exa6li6ns, and 
violences of that kind, cut of th? branches^ 
—this fmote the root : — all periihed with i^ 
- — the injury irreparable. — No after-adl could 
make amepds fof it.— What recompence carj 
he give to a man in exchange for his life?--* 
What fatisfadlion to the widow, — the father- 
lefs,— -to the family,— the friends,— ^the ve]a,f 
tions, — cut off Irom his protection,— ^nd reri-^ 
dj?red perhaps deftitute, — perhaps tniferabl^^ 

forever! r % 

No wonder that, by the law of nature,-T- 
tilis crime was always purfued with the mpfl' 
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extreme yengednce; — which made tiie bar- 
barians to judge, when they faw St. Paul upon 
the point of dying a fudden and terrifying 
death, — No doubt this tnah is a murderer; 
who, though he has efcaped the fea, yet ven- 
geance fuffereth not to live. — — 

The cenfure there was rafli and uncharita- 
. ble ; but the honeft deteftaljon of the crhtie 
was uppermoft. — ^They faw a dreadful j)u- 
nilhmeht, — they thought; — and in feeing the 
one, they fufpe6led the other. — Arid the ven- 
^geance which had overtaken the holy man, 
was meant by them the vengeance and pu- 
nifliment of the almighty Being, whofe pro- 
vidence and honour wer6 concerned in pur- 
fuing him, from the place he had fled from, 
to that ifland. - 

The honour and authority of God is ihoft 
evidently ftruck at, moft certainly, in every 
fuch crime, — and therefore he would purfue 
it ; -it beingthe reafon in the ninth of GenefiS, 
upon which the prohibition of mtirder is 
grounded; — for in the image, of God created 
he mafi; — as if to attempt the life of a man 
had fomething in it peculiarly daring and 
audacious;— not only (hocking as to its cbn- 
fequence above all other crimes, but of per- 
Tonal violence and indignity againft God, 
the author of our life and death.— That it is 
thehigheft ad of iftjuftice to m^', and which 
will admit 6f no compcnfatiori,* — I have faid* 
— But the depriving a man ,of life, does not 
comprehehd the whale of ftfsTufl^ 
■may betrtit off in an4ihpR)Ttd<fdordii^eV)e^ 

7 CQsditipnx 
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condition^ with /regard to the great account 
betwixt himfelf and his Maker. — He may be 
under the power of irregular paflions and de- 
fires. — ^The beft of men are not always upon 
their guard. — And 1 am fure we have all rea^* 
fon to join in that affecfting part of our Litany, 
— ^That amongft other evils, — God would de- 
liver us from fudden death;— 'that we may 
have Ibme foreiight of that period to com- 
pofe our fpirits, — -prepare our accounts^— 
and put ourfelves in the beft pofture we ca^ 
to meet it ;r— for, after we are moft prepared, 
— it is a terror to human nature. — 

The people of fomc nations are faid to 
have a peculiar art in poifoning by flow and 
ffradual advances. — In this cafe, — however 
horrid > — it favours of mercy with regard to 
our fpiritual ftate ;--^for the fenfible decays 
of nature which a fufferer mufi.feel withiu 
him from the fecret workings of the horrid 
drug — give wanjing, and fliew that mercy 
which the bloody hand that comes upon his 
neighbour fuddenly, and fl^ays him with guile, 
— has denied hitn.—^It may ferye to admo- 
nifh him of the duty of repentance, and to 
make his peace with Qodf Avhtlft he had' time 
and opportunity. — ^I'he fpeedy execution of 
juftice, which, a§. our laws now ftand, and 
which, were intended for that end,— mu{i 
ilrike .the greater, terror upon that ac^qount. 
---^Short as the. interval between ientence and 
death is,-*-it is^ Ioi)g,;;Copipared to the cafe 
of the n[iurdercgd.-r-t!hou allowedfl the man 
no time, — faid the judge to a late criminal, iii 

a moil 
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E m6ft aifediing manner ) thou allowedil him 
not a moment to prepare for eternity >— and 
to one who thinks at all, — it is, of all re^ 
fledlions and felf-accufation, the moft heavy 
and unfurmountable — ^That by the hand of 
violence, a man in a perfed; ftite of health, — ^ 
whilft he walks out in perfed: fecurity, ai;he 
thinks, with bis friends; — perhaps. whilft he 
is fleepin^ foundly,— to be* hurried out of 
the world by the aflaffin,— by a fudden ftroke^ 
■~to find hiinfelf at the bar of God's juft ice, 
without notice and preparation for his trials 
— ^'tis moft horrible! 

Though he be really a good man, (and it 
is to be hoped God makes merciful allow^ 
ances in fuch cafes,)— yet it is a terrifying 
coniideration at the beft; — and, as the injury 
is greater, — there are alfo very aggravating 
circiimftances -relating to the perfon who 
commits this iaift. — As when it is the effect 
not of a rafh &nd fudden padlon, which 
foraetimes diforders and confoupds rcafon 
for a moment, — but of a deliberate and pro- 
penfe defign or roftlice;— When the fun not 
only goes down, hut rifes upon his wrath ;-^ 
when he (leept* notr-till he has ftruck the 
ftroke;— vhen> after* he has i had time and 
leifure to fecoll^lft hiipfclfr-ftnd <:onfider 
Srhat he is going to do; — whcn^ after all the 
checks of confdence,-^the ftruggles of hu- 
manity,— the reeoilings oi his own bloody 
at the thoiights of Ihedding another man'^j 
f^he (hall perfift ftill, — and refolve to do it, 

— Mercifiil 



i^Merciful G^ ! j>rote6l; us — ^from doing 
cnr fufFcring fuch evils. — Blefled be thy name 
and providence, which feldom or ever fuffert 
it to ifcape ^ith inipunit3\ — In vain does the 
gtiiky flatter himfelf with hopes of fecrecy 
or iinpunity : the eye of God is always upon, 
him.— Whither can he fly from his prefence! 
i^-^By the immenfity of his nature, lie is pre- 
fent in all places: — by the infinity of it, to all 
times ;-^by his omnifcience, to all thoughts^ 
j^ords, and a<5lions of men. — By an em- 
bhatical phrafe in Scripture, the blood of the 
innocent is faid to cry to heaven from the 
ground for vengeance; — and it was for this 
ri^fori, that he might be brought to juftice^ 
that he waft debarred the benent of any afy-» 
lUm and the cities of refuge: — For the elders 
'0f his city fhall fend and fetch him thence, 
and deliver him into the hand of the avenger 
of blood,-^and their eye flioiild not pity him* 
The text f^ySj-^lThoa (lialt ^takJe hirti. fi-om 
itty altar- that he may diew-^It had been d 
Very ancient ima^nation, thatfbr memguilty 
<r)f this aikl bthfcr norrid cnme^^-^ place hel4 
fecred, as dedicated to-Gbd^'was u re^agtf 
fend 'prote6liOt4 td them ' from^ the * hAnds :of 
Jufticci— Th6iJl*«r! of QxA cut».^*he:lmnf^ 
•grelTor otf ' froni '• all deltUlve h^pei of: tbi» 
kind ;— ^ahd I think the Kowilh chaffchha* 
very -little feOibdftft df in the fahduaries^ which 
(he leavetiS 'opeh for thii^ -SWid other o^imei 
ttnd irreglilaritiSteJ^a^^ai4*S .^ whtch : ate 
often the- firft-t<^f»^tioBs:^io Avicktdiief^^ 
-•■■ — • and 



^en the fii-ft temptations ta- wic^edi^efs^ tind 
therefore bring the greater fcandal arid dii^i 
lionour to her that authorifeis their pfMeili^ 
fions.— ' ■- ^ 

Every obftruaion of the Courfe 6rjtl(i 
ticer-^is a door opened to betray fociety^ Md 
bereave us of thofe bleffmgs which ili^has lA 
view.^-^To ftand up for the privilege* frfiiich 
places^ is to invite men to (in with a bribe of 
impunity 4— It is a ftrange way of doifig ho* 
Hour to God, to fcreen actions whidh dre a 
difgrace to Tiumanity . — 

Wh^t Scripture and all civilized naticWrt 
teach concerning the crime of fakihg ai^dy 
another man's life,— ^is applicable -tb' ^thfe 
wickednefs of a man s attempting to bereilvd 
himfelf of his own. — He has no more right- 
over k, — than over that of others r-^nrf 
whatever falfe glofles have been put* upon ill 
by men of bad hcdds or bad hearts, — it h 
at the bottom a complication of cowardice,' 
and wickednefs, and weaknefs ; — is one of 
the fatalell miftakes defpcration can hurry a 
man into ;— inconfiftent with all the reafoning 
and religion of the world, and irreconcileable 
with that patience under afflictions, — that re- 
fignation and fubmiffion to the will of God 
in all ftraits which h required of us.-*-But if 
our calamities are brought upon ourfelves by 
a man's own wickednels,— lUll has he lefe to' 
urge, — leaft reafon has he U> renounce t^. 
prote^ion of God — when he rhoft ftahd^' m 
freed of h, and of his mercy.— 

VoLr £v. D But 
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Bot 4* I intend the -fubje^ of felf-murde^* 
ifoB my tiifcpurfe next Sunday^I fliall not 
jaiiticipate vtkaX I have to fay, but proceed to 
iGonlfderifDnie. other cafes, in which the law 
relating to the life of our^ neighbour is traiif- 
^gmi&d :in: diflerent degrees, — All which are 
^berally. fpoken of under' the fubjeA of mur- 
^da^—^andxenfidered by the beft cafuifts as a 
fpecies of thefame^ — and in juftice to the fub- 
jed; cannot be pafled here. — 
4> St* Jjohn fays, Whofoever hateth Uis bro* 
ther is a murderer ;— it is the firft ftep to tliis 
fin ; — and our Saviour in his fernion upon the 
mounts has explained in how many flighter 
and unfufpedled ways and degrees, — the com- 
mand in the law,— Thou llialt do no murder, 
may be oppofed, if not broken. — All real 
jnifchiefs and injiu'ies mallcioully brought 
upon a man, to the forrow and diftuxbance of 
his mind, — eating out the comfort of his life, 
and fliortening his days, are this (in in dif- 
giiife; — and the grounds of the Scripture 
expreffing it with fuch feverity, is, — that tlie 
beginnings of wrath malice, — in event, often 
extend to fuch great and unforefeen effecfts, 
as, were .we foretold them, — we lliould ghe 
fa little credit to, as to fay, — Is thy fervant 
a dog, that he fliould do this thing ? — And 
though thefe beginnings do not neceflarily pro- 
duce the worft,. (God forbid they fbould !) 
yet they cannot be committed without 
thefe evil feeds are firil fown :— x\s Cain's 
caufelefs anger, (as Dr. Clarke ^bferves) 

r: ' againft 
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againft his brother, — ^to which the apoflle al- 
ludes — ended in taking away his lite;— and 
the bed inftrui^ors teach us, that, to avoid a 
iin, — we muft avoid the fleps and temptations 
which lead to it. 

/This fhould vrarn us to free our. minds 
from 'all tindure of avarice, and defire after 
what is another man's. — It operates the. fame 
way,— and has terminated tpo oft in the fame 
crimed— And it is the great excellency of the 
ChrijOlIah religion, — ^that it has an eye to this 
inthe ftrefs laid upon the firft fprings of evils 
in the heart ;— rendering us accountable 
not only for our words, — but the thoughts 
themfelves, — if not checked in time, but fuf^ 
fered to proceed further than the firft mo*? 
tibns of concupifcence. 

Ye have heard, therefore, fkys our Saviour, 
that it was feid by them of old time, — ^Thou 
flialt not (kill ; — but I fay unto you, — whofo- 
ever is angry with his brother without a caufe, 
flia;ll be in danger of the judgment ; — and 
whbfoey*r fliall fay to his brother, Racaj— 
fliair be in danger of the council ; — but wSiPi. 
fo^ver Ihall fay, " thou fool,'' — ftiall be in 
danger of hell-fire. — The interpretation of 
which I fliall give you in the words of a. great 
fcripturift. Dr. Clarke, — and is as follows :— 
That the three gradations of crimes are an al- 
lufion to the three different degrees of pu>- 
nillimcnt, in the three courts of judicature 
ampngft the Jews. — And oiir Saviour's 
meaning was, — ^That every degree of Iin, 
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jf^pKi' .its "fii-ft Conception to its oiltrage,— 
every degree of malice and hatred, fliall re- 
*C|5ive frpln God a punifliment proportiOn- 
ai)le'to-tti^' ofFence.— Whereas the old law, 
Recording to the Jewilli interpretation, ex- 
*tfefldcd. liot to thefe thiiigs at all, — folfb&de 
only, murder arid outwaM injuries.— Wh6fo- 
eVer fhall fay, " thou fool,f' fliali be in dan- 
ger' of hell-nre.-—'rhc fetife of which is not 
that, in the ftri(?t and literal acxfcptatiqh^ 
every rafli and piaflionate exprell[i6ri'fl\iail be 
puniflied with eternal damnalioA J^fot'who 
then would be faV6d ?) — but tlidt . at tfie 
exad; account at the judgment of the great 
3ay, every fecret thought and intent of tlxe 
heart fliall have its jull cftimation and 
weight iu the degrees of ptuiiflimcnt; w'hich 
iliali be afligned to ^very one in his final ftatc, 
^ Tl'hffre is anotlicr fpcclcs of this criin6 
which is felcIoHi taken notice of ih difcbUrfes 
upon the. fubjeft,— and yet can be rfcduced 
16 no other clafs :— And that is, wh^i'e thie 
life of our neighbour is Iholtened,— and, 6f- 
ten taken away as dire6yy as by a '>vea|i6n, 
by the empirical fale of noftiMms arid cj'uack 
medicines, — which ignorance and avarice 
blend. — rhe loud tongue of ignorance iYnpii- 
dently promifes much, — :and the ear of the 
fick is open. — And as many of thfefe pie-' 
tendeVs deal in edge tools ; too maiiy, I. fear, 
peiilh wkh the mii'application of th6m. — — - ' 
So great are the difficulties of tracitig dut 
file hidden caufes of the evils td which ihi^ 

frame 
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franae of ours h fubjedl,— that the njoft ijaur 
liid of the profejOiou liave. ^ever. aJJoVe4 a^^ 
UmeaXed Ww uiwyoidably they are, in the 
diaxL-^-^o that t^ beft i^iedicines^ adminif- 
tetpd with the AJrifefl;. .head%^ — Hiall, op^n .do 
the . mifchief ibe Y wejce inj^enjded to ppj^venK 
— ^TlTOfe are misrortiines to which w^^^refuhir 
je^ in this ftate .of c^arl^nefs ;— but- . vfeen 
men without ilj.iJ^',-rT\¥ithout educ^ipk^-r:^ 

%ritbout knowledge cither of the difte^npjpi:^ 
or even of what they fell, — make merchan- 
dife of the mifoi'able, — and, from a diflioneft 
principle, — trifle with the pains of the unfor- 
tunate, — too often with their lives, — and 
from the mere motive of a diflioneft gain,— 
every fuch initance of a perfon bereft of life 
by the hand of ignorance, can be confidered 
in no other light than a branch of the fame 
root. —It is murder in the true fenfe ; — which, 
though not cognizable by our laws, — by the 
laws of right, every man's own mind and con-^ 
fcience mufl: appear equally black and de- 

teftable. 

In doing what is wrong, — wc fland charge- 
able with all the bad confequences which 
arife from the adlion, whether forefcen or not. 
—And as the principal view of the empiric in 
thole cafes is not what he always pretends, — 
the good of the public, — but the good of 

himfelf, — it makes the action what it is. 

Under this head, it may not be improper to 
comprehend all adulterations of medicines^ 
wilfully made worfe thro' avarice. — If a life 
is Jolt by fuch wilful jidulterations,— and it 
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imay be affirmed, that, in many critical tama 
of an acute diftemper, there is but a fingle 
caft left for the pat]ent,-:-the trial and chance 
of a fingle drug in his behalf; and if that has 
wilftiUv been adulterated and wilftjly dc- 
ipoilea pf its bell virtues, — what will thjj^ven- 
aer anfwer ? — - 

May God grant we may all anfwcr well for 
ourfelves, that we may be finally happy- 
Amen. 
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SANCTITY OF THE APOSTXES^ . .J^ 



^ MATThEW, XI. 6. 

Blefled is he» that fhall not be offended in me. 

1 HE general prejudices of the Jewifli* 
nation concerning the royal ftate and con- 
dition of the Saviour, who was to come 
into the world,— was a ftone of Hum- 
bHng, and a rock of offence, to the greateft 
part of that unhappy and prepoflTeflTed peo- 
ple, when the promife was actually fulfilled. 
Whether it was altogether the traditions of 
their fathers, — or that the rapturous expref- 
iions of their prophets, which reprefented the 
Melliah's fpiritual kingdom in fuch extent of 
power and dominion, mifled them into il ;-^ 
or that their own carnal expedlations turned 
wilful interpreters upon them, inclining thenx 
to look for nothing but the wealth and worldly 
grandeur which were to be acquired under 
their deliverer : — whether thefe, — or that tha 
fyftem of temporal bleflings helped to cherifli 
them in this grofs and covetous ex peculation ,^^ 
• — it was one of the great caufes for their re- 
jeAing him. — "This fellow, we know not 
from whence he is/' — was the popular cry of^ 
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one part : — and they who feemed to know- 
whence he was, fcornfully turned it againft 
him by the repeated (piere, — Is not this the 
carpenter, the fon of Mary, the brother of 
James and Jofea, and of Juda and Simon ? 
—-and are not his fitters here with us ?-. — And 
they were offended at him. — So that, thT)ugh 
it was prepared by God to be the glory of his 
people Ifrael, yet the circumftances of humi- 
lity, in which he was manifefted, were thought 
a fcandal to them. — Strange !-r-that he who. 
was bom their king, — fliould be born of no 
Qther virgin tha^n Mary, the meanell of their 
people; — (for he hath regarded the low 
eftate of his li5indm?iiden)— and of o^e of the 
pooreft too: — for flie had not a lamb to of-» 
fer,r^but W9& purified, as Mofes diredlpd iu 
fach a cafe, by the oblatibn of a turtle-dove ;. 
T^that the Saviour of their nation, whom tbey 
C}xpe(£ted,tQ be ufliered amidft theai with all 
the enfigns and apparatus of royalty, ftioul<i 
be brought forth in a ilable, and anfwerable 
tp diftrefs ; — iiibjecfted all his life to th^ loweft 
conditions pf humanity :— that whilft he lived,^ 
l)e fihould not have a hole to put hi& bead 
ip, nor his corpfe in, when he died ; — but his» 
grave tgo muft be the gift of charity.— Thef© 
were thwarting CQufideration^ to tho^e whQ 
vait^d for the redemption of Ifrael,* and 
Ipoked for it in no othpr fliape, than the 90^ 
(jonipliihment pf thofe golden dreatos of tern*-. 
poTal power and foveaeignty, wluoh*li%d fiUp4 
tiiQir iuQkaginatioAs,— -Xl^ ideas »?ii¥ B«(i!ig£ 
bp racQociled;— ^ fa infupijrafejft, »»*«&« 
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ftaclewas the pr^ucJicQ opr^e fi^e, to t^gif. 
belief on tb^ other,— ttl^a]^ it lite;ca% feU 
out, as Sime^oxi propbj^ticaljly djsplared ojf 
the Meffiah,^ — that hei was fet. forth- for thci 
falij^ as well as. the rifing agaji»,, ojf inaDJ.^ 
Ilraej^ ^ 

ThFs^ though it was the. caufe, of theit 
infidelity, was howpver no excufe for it.-^, 
Tor whatever their miftake? werre, the mira-i 
cles whieh were wropdit in contradi<3;ioa 
to Ihem, brought convia:ion enough to leave 
them without excufe; — and befides, it wasi 
natural .for them to have coocluded, hadl 
their prepoffeflions givtjn them leav^, — that 
he who fed five tl)oufan.d with five loavpa 
and two fifties, could uot want power to be. 
great; — and therefore needed not to appear 
in the condition of poverty and meannefe, 
bad it not, on other fcqres, been more need- 
ful to isonfront the pride and vanity of the. 
Avorld,-^3,nd to lliew his followers what the 
temper of chrifl:ianity was, by the tempec. 
of its firft infl:itutor;— who, though they werft 
offered, ^nd he could have commanded theiu,, 
— defpifed the glories of the world: — took, 
upon hiui the ibrju of a fervant; — and, 
though paual with God,— yet made himfel.C 
of no reputation, — that he might fettle, and 
be the .example of, fo holy and humble a^ 
leligion, ;|ud thereby convince his difciple^ 
for ever, that neither his kingdom, nor their 
happij3iefs, were to be of this world.— Thu^ 
tjf^ Jews, ujighf; have eafily argued ;— bwt 
«jiea tljc^e wai^ fipthing but i^qi^ tQ;do it 
ij • r> ; with 
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with on one fidfe, and ftrong prejudices* 
backed with intereft, to mainfciin the dif-' 
pute, upon the other,-^— we do not find the 
point is alwa^rs fo eafily determined,— A1-* 
though the purity of our Saviou/s dodtrinej' 
and the mighty works he wrought in its 
Ibpport, were demcnftratively flronger atgiir 
ments for his divinity, than the unrefpeAed 
lowlinefs of his condition could be againft 
it; — yet the prejudice continued Itrong;-^ 
they had been accultomed to temporal pro- 
ipifes; — fo bribed to do their duty, — thej? 
could not endure to think of a religion that 
would not promile, as much as Mofes did, 
to fill their bafket, and fet them high above 
all .nations;— a religion whofe appearance 
was not great and fplendid, — but looked thin 
and meagre ; — and whofe principles and pro- 
inifcs, — like the curfes of their law, — called 
forfufFerings, and promifed perlecutions. • 
If we take this Key along with us through 
the New Teftament, it will let us into the 
fpirit and meaning of many of our Saviour's 
replies in his conferences with his difciples, 
and others of the Jews; — fo particularly in 
this place,. Matthew, vi. when John had 
fent two of his difciples to enquire, Whether 
it was he that fhould come, or that they 
were to look for another ? — Our Saviour, 
with a particular eye to this prejudice, and 
the general fcandal he knew had rifen againft 
Jiis religion upon this worldly account,—^ 
after a recital to the meflengers of the many 
miracles he had wrought; as that — the blind 
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received their fight, — the iafne walked,— ^'the 
lepers were cleanfed,^ — the dead raifed;-*-^aH 
which characters, with their benevolent etrdt'; 
full demonftrated him to be the Mefiiah that 
was promifed them; — heclofes up his anfwfef 
to them with the words of the text, — And 
blefled is he that lliall not be offended iit 
me; — Bleffed is the man whofe upright and 
honeft heart will not be blinded by worldly 
confiderations, or hearken to his lufts and 

SrepoflTeffions in a truth of this moment.—^ 
'he like benediction is recorded in the 7th 
chapter of St. Luke, and in the fixth of Sh 
John ;-»-when Peter broke out in that warm 
confelfioii of their belief — Lord, we believe 
•—we are fure that thou art Chrift, the fon of 
the living God. — Tiie fame benediction is 
uttered, — though couched in different words, 
—Bleffed art thou, Simon Barjona;-^for 
flefli and blood has not revealed it, but my 
Father which is in heaven. — Flefli and blood, 
•-rthe natural workings of this carnal dcfire; 
•~the luft 2^nd love of the world have )iad 
no hand in thig cqnvidion of thine; — but ray 
Father, and the works which I have wrought 
in his name,— in vindication of tliis faith,— 
have eftabliflied thee in it, agamft which the 
gates of hell fliall not prevail. 

This univef^l ruling principle, and almoft 
invincible attachment to the intereffs and 
lories of the world, which we fee firft made 
() powerful a ftand againll the belief o( 
chriftianity, — has continued to have as ill 
an effcdl, at leaft, upon the praClice of it 

7 ever 
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«ver (nice jfr* and therefore there is nq ptie 
point of wifdom* that is of a nearer import* 
uace to us,^r-thau to purify this grofs appe- 
tite, and reftrain it within bounds, by lower- 
ing our Ji^gh x^pnceit of the things of this life, 
a^^d Qur concern for thofe advantages which 
jnii^ed the Jews. — To judge juftly of the 
world, — we mufl Hand at a due diftance 
from it ;--^ which will difcover to us the vanity 
of its riches an,d honours, in fuch true dimeu- 
fions, as will engage us to behave ourfelves 
tow^ards them with moderation- — This is all 
that is wanting to make us wife and good; 
r— that we may be left to the full influence 
of religion; — to which chriftianity fo far con- 
duces, that it is the great blcUing, the pecu- 
liar advantage we enjoy under its inflitution, 
that — it affords us not only the moft excel- 
lent precepts of this kind, but alfo it fliews 
us thofe precepts confirmed by moft cxc^K 
lent examples. — A heathen philofopher may 
talk very elegantly about deipifuig the worjd, 
ftud, like Seneca, may prefcribe very ingeiii- 
o^is rules to teach us an art he never exercifed 
himfelf:-r-for all the while he was writing 
in praife of poverty, he was enjoying a great 
eft^te, and endeavouring to make it greater. 
—But if ever we hope to reduce thole rulc3 
to practice, itmuft bp by the help of religion. 
•—If we would find men who by their lives 
bore witnefs to their do6lrines, we muft look 
|br them ampngft the a6ls and monuncients 
pf our churchi— aniongft the firft follower^ 
p/ their crucified. M^ltipr^ wljo fpoke with 
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authority, becatufe they fpoke experimentaHy;, 
and took card to make their wofrds gooct,-A 
by defpifing the world, and voluntarily at^ 
counting all things in it lofs, that they might 
win Chrift. — O holy and blelTed apoftlesr-^ 
bleffed were ye indeed, — for ye conferred 
not with fleili and blood,-^for ye were not 
offended in him through any coiiflderatlons 
of this world; — ye conferred not wlith ffelh 
and blood, neither with itsTriares and temp- 
tations.— Neither the pleafures of life or tnd 
pains of death laid hdld "upon your faith^ 
to. make yoti fall from hifa:-^Ye had yotit 
prerudides of worldly gfatideur in.commfbil 
witn the reft of your natioft ;— faw, lijke them, 
your expeditions blafted ;-^but ye gave them 
up, as men gbvernfed by reafoii and truth.— ^ 
As ye furren^^ed all your Iibbes iii this world 
to your faith with fortitude^— fo did ye nieet 
fhe tetroft oif t!he world with the fame temper. 
— Neither th6 frowtis and ^ifciotitttenance of 
the civil poA^6fcs,-^iTreither ti'ibhlatlon, or dil^ 
trefs, or pet-fe(iuti6ti,^-^m: c6lH',^birhakedneft; 
— or famine,~;or Ih'e fwbrd^ ^ c^OtiM feparate 
ybu from the-* love' ttf€^^^^^ 
your croffes cheerfblly, and' follbwed hinV;^- 
foilotved the' ftrtu'e rugged way-^trpd ttie 
wine-prefs 'after him;^— voluntarily fubm'it^' 
fmg yburfeh^s; to poverty,^ — 16 punifhrrient,' 
— to the fe6rn and the ' reproaches •6ftlii? 
world, which ye knew were to be the pottionf 
of all t)fy6u' #ho engaged in preaching a myf-f 
tery fo (poken againft by the woyld }— ^fo irh-. 
palatable to all its paffions atfdpfeaftres;*-^* 

and 
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and fo irreconcilable to the pride of human 
reafou. — So that ye were, as one of ye ex- 
preffed and all of ye experimentally found, 
though ye were made as the filth of the world, 
and the ofF-fcouj'ing of all things, upon this 
account; — yet ye went on as zcalouiiy as ye 
let out. — Ye were not offended, nor alliamed 
of the gofpel of Chrift; — wherefore fhould 
ve ?— The impoftor and hypocrite might have 
been afliamed ;— -the guilty would have found 
icaule for it ; — ^ye had no caufe, — though ye 
had temptation. — Ye preached bul what ye 
ineWj and your Ijopeft and iipvight hearts gaya 
evidence, — the ffrongeft, — to the truth of it ; 
—for ye left all^-^r-ye fuffered all,— ye ga vie all 
that your fincerity had left you- to give, Yo 
gave 3^oi|r lives at laft as pledges and con- 
tirmations of jqur faith and warmeft; afTec- 
tipn fur your Lord. — Holy and bleffed men I 
-r-yegave all,— -when, alas !. our cold and fro- 
zen affedtipn will part with nothing for his 
feke, not even with our vices aiidfpllieSj which, 
are worjfe than nothing;— for they are vanity, 
and mif^ry^^ and death.-:--;- , .1,.: 

The ftateof cltfiftianiiy calls. i>6t. now for 
fuch evidences^ a^.th^.appftles gav:e of their 
attachment tq it.-r-We^.haye, .literally {peak- 
ing, neither hou.fe§ n^or }ands, .nc^r poffeffions 
to forfake;— we Imve. neither wives oi::C.hil-r: 
dren, or brethren orfifteFS,,tp betom fix)m;--r-- 
]{io rational pleafurerror natural endeaFments 
to give up.f-T>ye ^ye nothing.to part with,— 
but what is not. w I' intereft to keep, — our- 
lulte and ©Jiflipos;— A?\(^e. l^ave nothing to da- 

for 



for Chrift's fake — but what is moft for -our 
own J — that is, — to be temperate, and cha(l0, 
and jufti— ^and peaceable,— ajid charitable,!--^ 
and kind to one another.*— So that if man 
could fuppofe himfelf in a capacity even of 
capitulating with God, concerning the terms 
.upon which he would fubufiit to his goyem- 
nient ;— and to chufe the laws be would l>e 
bound to obferve in teftimony of his faith; 
—it were impoflGLble for him to make any 
propofals which, upoa all accounts, fliould 
t>e more advantageous to his interefts, than 
thoijb very conditions to which we are already 
iobUgedr; that is, to deny ourfelves ungocUi* 
nels, to live foberly and righteouflyift this 
prefent life, and lay fuch reltraints upon our 
appetites as for the honour of humap na- 
ture, — the improvement of our happinefs, — 
our health, — our peace, — our reputation and 
fafety. When one confiders this reprefenta- 
tion of the temporal inducements of chriftia- 
nity, — and compares it with the difficulties 
and difcourasements which they encountered 
who ^rft made profeflion of a perfecuted and 
hated religion ; — at the fame time that it raifes 
the idea of the fortitude and fand;ity of thefe 
holy men, of whom the world is not wortliy, 
— it fadly diminilhes that of ourfelves, — which, 
though it has all the bleilings of this life ap- 
parently on its fide to fupport it — yet can 
fcarce be kept alive ;— and if we may form a 
judgment from the littleftock of religion which 
IS left,— Ihould God ever exadl the fame trials, 
— unlefs we greatly alt^r for the bi?tter,-^jDr . 

there 
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thiere fhould prove fome fecret charm in pe!<- 
i^utiot^, which we khow not of. — It is inoch 
to be doubted, if the Son of man (h ould 
make this proof,*^of this generation,— whe- 
ther there would be found faith upon the 
earth. 

As this argiiittent may convince tis, — f6 
iet it fi^ame us intO^tirtuej-^-that the admi- 
Wble examples of thtDfe hbly men mtiy not be 
left ilsi of coinittemorated by us to tio eiAd; 
-^but rather th Jit ihiey may ainfuxiT thb pfetiS 
jmrpofe of th^ir ihllttution,— t^ Conform out- 
livfeS to theirs,— that * with them w^enttay »b* 
|)artakets of a gldrious inheritance, itowirgk. 
Jefus Chrift otif viiord. • Araeri. ■ • i 
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I J0HN9 ▼. 3* 
And his commandments are not grrievous* 

NO5 — they are not grievous, my dear audi- 
tors. — Amongft the many prejudices which 
at one time or other have been conceived 
againil our holy tehgion, there is fcarce any 
one which has done more diflionour to chriiP- 
tianity, or which has been more oppofite to 
the fpirit of the gofpel, than this, in exprefs 
contradidtion to the words of the text, " That 
the commandments of God are grievous,'* — 
That the way which leads to life is not only 
ftrait, for that our Saviour tells us, and that 
with much tribulation we fliall feek it ;— but 
that chriftians are bound to make the worft 
of it, and tread it barefoot upon thorns and 
briers, — if ever they expeft to arrive happily 
at their journey's end. — And in coune, — 
during this difaftrous pilgrimage, it is our 
duty fo to renounce the world, and abftra6l 
ourfelves from it, as neither to interfere with 
its interefts, or tafte any of the pleafures or 

any of the enjoyments of this life. 

Nor has this been confined merely to fpe- 
culation, but has frequently been extended to 
practice, as is plain, not only from the lives 
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of many legendary faints and hermits, — whofe 
chief commendation feems to have beeuj 
" That . they fled unnaturally from all com-: 
merce with their fellow-creatures, and then 
mortified, and pioully half-ftarved themfelves 
to death \' — but likew ife from the many auftere 
and fantaftic orders which we fee in tjiie Ro- 
mifli church, which.have all owed their origin 
and eftabliflmient to the fame idle _and extra- 
vagant opinion. 

Kor is it to be doubted, but the atfiedkttioQ 
^of fomething like it in our Methq^ifts, .vrhefi 
jthey defcant upon the nece^^ty of alienatiDg 
^themfelves from the world, and felling aj[l 
tliat they have, — is not to be afci;i,l;)ed to thp 
iame miftaken enthuiiaflic principle, yrbic^ 
would call fo black a fliadc upon religiq^n, as 
jif the kind Author of it had created us oi? 
purppfe to go mourning all our lives long, iy 
facK-cloth and allies, — and fent us into the 
world, as fo many ikint-errants, in queft of 
adventures full of forrow and afflj6lion» 

Strange force of enthufiafm ! — and yet not 
altogether unaccountable, — For what opinio^ 
jvas there ever fo odd, or adlion fo extrava- 
ant, which has not, at one time or other, 
een produced by ignorance, — conceit, — ^me- 
lancholy ? — a mixture of dcvotioij, with au 
ill concurrence of air and diet, operating to-? 
gether in the fame perfon. — When the mind§ 
of men happen to be jthus unfortunately pce^ 
pared, whatever groundlels doctrine i^fe^s up, 
^nd fettles itfelf llrongly upon their fapicies, 
1^ geuerally the ill-luck to bie ipti^rpiptei^ as 
- an 



^n illUiriitiation from ihfe^pktt'oY^G6tl-i^^^^ 
-Irh^tfeVer 'fttdti^i^adiSti itliey 'find io ^flteirf- 
^ffilv^s-'k -fti^dng^icHnation tq ao,-^that4m^ 
•ptflfe Is^Cdfidiided to be a call fromlleavetf; 
'iand donfeqiientfyj-^tliat 'lihey'cannot err A 
•atediitiftg 'it,— ' . 

Ifllbfe, or fome fuch 'accdt/nit, wiafe .^ntot bfe 
'adrtjitted, hdw is it pdfffble'to be 6oiiceiV6d 
't!ia't*diinftiatfity, Vhich tr^SftKed out 'MKing 
•but .peace and comfort to* mahkirid,VWch 
^ptoffeffedly took dff the Tdveiities 6f 'thb Uew^- 
iib Ittw, ^hd ^v^s ^ixfCti ^s ?n the fpfrit '6V 
mepknefs, to eafe om- fliduldefs of a btt'rdcfA 
^hifch was toQ heavy for us : — ^that 'this Melir 
i^ibh^'fb kindly calculated for the ''eafe'&nd 
iJi'aftquillity of man, which enjoiti^ hotliitig 
but'ivhat ife fiiitable to his nature, (hould be 
fo Ttnifundei-ftood :— or that it (hould ever be 
Ihppofed, — ^that 'he who is infinitely happy^ 
ctfftrd envy us bur enjoyments ; or thi^t k 
Being infinitely kind, would grudge anfootn- 
ful paflfenger a little reft and refreftiment, id 
fupport his fpirits through a weary pilgnrfi- 
ag6 )-^t that hie fhould call htta to ah ac- 
cqWtft hereafter, becaufe, in his wiy, lie had 
haflily fnatched at fome fugacious and intib- 
eent pleifdres, till he was fuffered to take up 
his filial repofe. — This is ho improbable Afc- 
CQuUt, and the many invitations we fin,d in 
ScHbtilre to a grateful enjoyment of ^% 
blemngsan^d advantages of life, make it'e^^^- 
dent.«i-^Tlie apoftle tells us in the text,— Th^ 
God's cottitaandments arte not grievous* — He 
has pleaftirb iii ttte profperity of his people; 
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And wills not that they fliould turn tjrants 
>ud executioners upon their minds or bodjies, 
and infli6t pains and penalties on them to no 
end or purpofe : — ^That he has propofed peace 
and plenty, joy and vid;ory, as .the encou- 
ragement and portion of his fervants ; there- 
by inftru£ling us, — that our virtue is not ne- 
ceflarily endangered by the fruition of out- 
ward things ; — but that temporal . bleiUngs 
and advantages, iuftead of extinguilhing, 
more naturally kindle our love und gratitude 
to God, before whom it is no way incon- 
fiflent both to worfliip and rejoice. 

If this was not fo, why, you 11 fa}'', does 
God feem to have made fuch proviliou for 
our happinefs ? — ^Wliy has he given us fo 
many powers and faculties for enjoyment, 
and adapted fo many objec^ to gratify and 
entertain them ? — Some of which he has cre- 
ated fo fair, — with fuch wonderful beauty, 
and has formed them fo exquifitely for this 
end, — that they have power, for a time, to 
charm away the fenfc of pain, — ^to cheer up 
the dcje£lcd heart under poverty and fick- 
nefs, and niake it go and renxember its mife- 
ries no more. — Can all this, youll fay, be 
reconciled to GocJ's wifdom, which does no- 
thing in vain ; or can it be accounted for on 
a!ny other fuppofition, but that the Author of 
our being, who has given us all things richly 
to enjoy, wills us a comfortable exiftence 
even here, and fcems moreover fo evidently 
to have ordered things witl^ a view to this, 
that the ways wliich lead to our future hap- 
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pinefs, when rightly underftbod, lie has made 
to be ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths 
peace ? 

From this reprefentation of things we are 
led to this demonftrative truth, then, that 
God nevbr intended to debar man of plea- 
Aires under certain limitations. 

Travellers, on a bufmefs of the laft and 
moft important concern, may be allowed to 
pleafe their eyes with the natural and artifi- 
cial beauties of the country thqy are paffing 
thrpugh, without reproach of forgetting the 
ni^in errand they were fent upon; — and if 
they iare not led out of their road by variety of 
profpe^ls,' edifices, and ruins, would it not 
be a fenfelefs piece of fc verity to fliut their 
eyes againft fuch gratifications ? " For who 
has required fuch fervice at their hands ?" 

Thq humouring of certain appetites, wberie 
morality is not concerned, feems to be the 
means' by which the Author of nature in- 
tended to fweetcn this journey of life, and bear 
us up under the many fliocks and hard joft- 
liiigSj which we are fure to meet with in our 
way.-7-And a man might, with as much reafon, 
muffle up himfclf againft funfliine and fair 
weather, — and at other times expofe himfelf 
naked to the inclemencies of cold and rain, 
as debar himfelf of the innocent delights 
of his nature, for aflccfted rcferve and melan- 
choly. 

It is true, on the other hand, our paffions 
are apt to grow upon us by indulgence, and 
become exorbitant, if they are not kept 
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under exa^l difcipline, that by way of caption, 
anc| preve;ntion, 'twere better ^t ccitain tiipes, 
to affe<5t feme degree of needlefs rcfervtj, than, 
hazard any ill confequences from, the ptt^er 
extreme. 

iBut when almoft the wliole of religion is 
roade to confift in the pious fooleries of pe,- 
nances and fufferings, as is pracliffd in the 
church of Rome (did no other evil attend it), 
yet, fince it is putting reHgion upon a wrong 
Iceftt, placing it more in thefe than i|i.inwaj;a 
pupty and integrity of heart, one cannot 
gViavd too much againft this, as well as all 
other fuch abufes of religion, as make it. to 
confift in fomethiug which it ought not, — 
How fuch mockery became a part olreligiop, 
at firft, or upon what motives they were ima,^ 
gined to be fervices acceptable to Godj is 
hard ,to give a better account of than what 
was hinted above; — namely, that men of, me- 
lancholy and morofe tempe'i's, conceiving the 
Deity to be like theinfelves, a gloomy, diiicon- . 
tented, and forrowfnl being, — believed Kg de- 
lighted, as they did, in fplcnetic and niortify- , 
ing actions, and therefore made their reli- 
gious worlhip to confift of chimeras as wild 
and barbarous as their own dreams and va- 
pom's. 

AVhat ignorance and cnthnfiafmat firft in-: 
troduced — now tyranny and impofture a^jn* 
tihue to fupport. — So that the political in^^,, 
proyement of thefe delufions to the purpol^s 
of wealth and power, is made one of the 
ft^ongeft pillars which upholds, the Romif 



ligion ;— -whichf, wUH' all- its pretences to al^ 
more ftri^k mortification aiid (anility j-^— when V 
you exalfliifte' it miriutely, ii little? ene^thattt a' 
mere pefcuniary contrivance — Ahdkhe tfiie^' 
definititJn you can give^ of popery'^is,-^th4t^ 
it* is a fyftem put together and' cbhtriVeic^': 
to offerate upon men's w'eakhefltts" and paf-^ ; 
lions-*:^and thereby to* ]^ick - theii^; pbcJkets^,^-^ ; 
arid' leave 'theni iA'^a^fit'cfonditiori W" its aW'^ 
bJtrary defim^, 

'And indeed that churcli has not l^eeh^wki^t* ' 
in^ in' gratitude for the good offideS^'of this'* 
kmd,' which the db^rlne of penaifices has ' 
doiiife' thehi ; for, in coi^fiderition * of itis ^ fei^- \ 
vices, — they have raif<?d itab6ve^tAe"lev6l''of ' 
raotial duties, — and 'h^Ve at ' lehg^L^ cofcri J)ll- " 
mented it into the^ nuihber of thdr facrn* ' 
mentsi' and made jt a necellary p<>fnt bf falva^' * 
tion-;-' ■•"• . : -^ ' '". '■ '• •' 

By thefe^ and othef ^ tenets, no ' lef& 'pttlitic-; 
and"inqttifit:tbnal,-^popiery has found tout *t.hte*' 
art of making men miferaWe in fpite 6f thfeir^ 
ferilfes, arid the plenty\yith AvhicK pod 'has* 
bleffed theni. 

So that in many fcoimtries 'whefe pfcfHei^y^' 
reigrisi-^bitt efpeciall^ ih^that'pgtftf of ^IttAIy ' 
where^flie^ hits' raiftJd "li^tlxtoH^rf-thd^ 
the happineft of ifs foiPand clitr^te?^ it is^'cai-*^ 




efltiktel^^^to ^efm'MmWl^ by\!>ikt'^pm6h<i6 
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or other. — Some bitteraeia is oflicioufly 
fqaeezed into every man's cup for his fouFs 
health, till, at length, the whole intention of ^ 
natyire and providence is deiiroyed, — It is^ 
not furprifing that where fuch unnatural fe*: 
verities are pradifed and heightened by other 
hardihips, — the moil fruitful land Ihould be 
barren, and wear a face of poverty and defo- 
lation ; — or that many thoufands, as have been 
obferved, fhould fly from the rigours of fuch * 
a government, and feek flielter rather amongft 
rocks and deferts, than lie at the mercy of fo 
many unreafonable tafk-maJkers, under whom 
they can hope for no other reward of their 
induftry,— rbut rigorous flavery, made flill 
wprfq by the tortures of unneceflary mortifi- 
c9.tions.— ri ^y unnec^ary^ — becaufe where 
there is a virtuous and good end propofed 
from any fober inftances of felf-denial and 
mortification, — God forbid we ihould call 
thorn ujQP^ceA^ry, or that, we iliould difpute 
againil|a . tiling — from, the abufe to which it 
has been p]iit ; — and, therefore, what is faid 
in general upon this head, will be underllood 
to reach no. fi^rther, than where the practice is 

fa. ■'■I'll' ■■ ' ^ 

become a mixture of fraud and tyranny, but . 
will no wayjs be interpreted to extend to tbofe . 
felf-^eniala wiiich, the difcipline of our holy , 
chur/cb ^iredU, ;^X^ thi^ folemn feafon ; wh;ch 
h^>xjb!eienintrpduced Jpyreafpn and good fenfe ; 
at Jfirft^.^nd-^^vefi^cei t^^eu applied to ferve no 
pMi'pq jips,-7r|put »'t^pfe: pf religion : — thefe, by 
refiyaiji^ing |Oy]r ^pp^^tes . for a while, and 
with(ka,win§j/9ut from groiTer ob- 
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je<fts,-^-do, by a mechanical efFe6l, difpofe us *♦ 
for cool and fober reflediions, incline us to 
turn, our eyes, inwards upon ourfelves, and ' 
coniidef ^vllat we are, — and what we have 
been doing ; — for what intent we were fent 
into the world, and what kind of chara6iers ' 
we were defigned to a&. in it. 

- It is - necelTary that the mind of man, at * 
fome certain periods, Ihould be prepared to 
enter into this account; and without fome 
fuch difcipUne, to check the infolence of un- 
retrained appetites, and call home the con- 
faience, — the foul of man, capable as it is of 
brightnefs and perfedlion, would fink down to ' 
the lo weft depths of darknefs and brutality* 
—However tiue this is, — ^there It ill appears 
no obligation to renounce the innocent de- ' 
lights of oUr beings, or to affeci a fullen dit 
tafte agninii them.-^Nor, in truth,— -can even 
the fup^ofition of it be well admitted: — for 
pleafUres ariiing from the ft-ee and natural ♦ 
exercife of the j; faculties of the mind and 
body,.. to talk: them down, is like talking- 
againft the frame and mechi,nifm of human 
natuje, and would be no lefs fenfelels than ' 
the difputing fegainfl the burning iof fire, or 
falling downwards of a ftone. — Befides this,"~ 
man is fo contrived, that he Hands in need of 
frequent repairs ;— both mind and body are 
apt to fink and grow unaclive under long and 
clofe attention;— and ^ theriefoi'ej muft be re- • 
ftored by proper recruits .t— Some part of our 
time may doubtlefe innocently and lawfully 
be employed in adions merely diverting ; — * 

and 
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afkd whenever iuoh indalgencies becoine ^*i* 
iwfial, it is feldom the nature of the a<ftions> - 
tfeetnf^lves, — but the excefs which isinafce*" 
the^ fo. , .; > 

.jJBut fome one may. here afk^-^By whAt rttif^" 
ais we to judge of fcxcefs in: thefe cafestp^-i-lf i 
the enjoyment of the fame fort ,of pleaftir^'* 
njay be either innocent or guilty, accofdhig 
to the ufe and :abufe of them,-— how^fhuil'lftt > 
be certified where the boundaries lie ?^ — olrbe ' 
ipeculative. enough to know how far we may 
go with Safety ? — I anfwer, . thejrC' are very 
few :Wh6 are not cafuifts ^enou^i • t6 mak^ a 
ri^|j judgment in this |win«^rr-*-J;or frnfee-^tife' 
pwitcipali(reiafon, why God mayible ftipp^ed 
tQ allow pleafure in this world, ieems to be-^ 
fop'theirefireihment and recruit of bur fonfe * 
aiifdtibodies^ M^liich^ like clocks, mnfi be wound ' 
upr^at . certain inlervals,-r- every imanj uml^^ • 
ili^nd^ ib fuuch of the frame and meeb^nifhv ' 
ofihimfelt^takuow how and when* to tmbend 
hlmfclf with fitich jelaxation»as*ate»nece(fery 
t^Kegiain Wslnatuual. vigouxand ^heerthlnfefs, 
without whicii^ Ltis impofiiblehelhouid Either 
bp. in a* difpofition or caffcafcity to difcbai^e 
thefq fweral duties of his Jife.^-'H^i^e then the 
pap^ition. becomes, vifible. ' ^ 

V Whenever iwe pay this tribute to ourtappfe- 
titearaoyi ftnthfer than isi-fufficient for the 
purjiotcs ifori which it \\'as.'fii'li granted^-^the - 
a4^ioB proportiooably lofea:ibme ihat^ of its ' 
innocefflceiT*t-The^liHFpluiage:of w;hat is* ^nAe- 
c^ifairily ifpenl ohi;fuch occafioug, is fo much 
o£4l^jlitthK iportirarof oulr tioDPe inegUgcibtly ^ 

iiuii 8 fquaa- 



fq^a|ldered, which, in prwdenoe, we fliould: 
apj)ly be(tter»; bec^ufe it wa^ allottod : us for 
n^prp important ufeg, and a. differeftt ao 
QOUfit will 1 bo r^oired: of it. at our hands; 
hereaftep. 

For thiS; reafon, does it not ; evidently fol^-^ 
Ip^y^f^-^thivt n?a.ny adions^and pjJfftiits, which; 
ay ^ infeipi:pachaJbil(^ in their o wn rnp^turesir n;^jr> 
he rc^ndered blajsneable and yicicWiSj fFowthi*, 
fingle confideration, "That they? luayfe made: 
vm^wailefu^ of theimoments of this ihort apd 
vwicertawvfragjnejit of life, which flup^ld brf- 
alnqtoftfOpeof ojiir lail'prodigajities,,finfceofr 
th^m all. the le^^ retyieyeable/'^ — rYet.how> 
often j§ 'df^'eriion^ inftcadof anHiferaent and* 
r^lax^tipTii made the art andb\ifinefs;of liitti*. 
i tjfelf P-^r-iljpok roiind,~r.what ipolicy , ahd jcqi>* > 
triyanjiO€^;i?. ev^y 4»y put .in ^)Fa<ftipe^ for preh) 
^^S^S}^S\fiypTS ^^T ^^' ^^^ w^eki Sit4\ piar(^K> 
ling.o^t«eraify.l>our of the day :fQr» oii^ idlen$fe^» 
01$ ,anoth^i-:-rr£b4ri doing noticing,) jor fotaethipglt 
worfe ttiHn^nqtbiijg ; — and that with fo iia,U(Mk// 
ingenuity, as-fqarce to: leave ^a minute uppfto 
th^r hftpdsitQ r^pfoach thein.-t^Tlioughwfe:? 
aU comp)a^if) of the fliprtijefe: of hfe,rTry*!t-. 
haw, TOprny . peopje feem. quite, overftioeked j 
w^th. thprdaysf and hours of it^ and arttcoutj^ 
tirmaUyi feeding; out into the highways audi; 
ftceets Qf,4:b^ city for gueibs tto come, and tatie : 
it. off" their ib^nds.-^lf fonieof the more dif*; 
trefsfuj obje<Sts of this kind were to fit dowjx 
an4 ;Wri;ti^ aibill of their time, thpugh partial, 
as:.t^ati of th^ UHJuft fte ward,— when they^, 
foiled Jn :reaUty,^tha|t the whole fumof it,'foiri' 
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many years, amounted to little more than 
this, — that they had rofe np to eatj— to drink, 
— to play, — -and had laid d6^^^l again, merely 
becaufe they were fit for nothing elfe : — when 
they looked back and beheld this fair fpace, 
capable of fuch heavenly improvements,— aH ^ 
fcrawled over and defaced with a fucceffion 
of fo many titimeaning cyphere, — good God! 
— how would they be afliamed and con- 
foundied at the account. 

With what reflections will they be able to 
fupport thetnfelves in the decline of a life f6 
milerably caft away, — fhould it happen, as it 
fometimes does, — that they have flood idle 
even unto the eleveth hour ? — We have not 
always power, and are not always in a tem- 
per, to impofe upon ourfelves. — When the 
edge of appetite is worn down, and the fpirits 
of youthral days are cooled, which hurried us 
on in a circle of pleafuie and hnpertinence,— 
then reafon and reflection will have the weighf 
wiich they deferve ;- — afflictions, or the bed 
of ficknefs, will fupply the place of con- 
fcience ; — and* if they ihould fail, — old age 
will overtake us at lafl:, — and fliew us the 
paft; purfuits of life, — and force: us to look 
upon* them in their true point of view. — If 
there is any thing more to call a cloud upon 
fo melancholy a profpe6l as this fbews us, — 
it is furely the difficulty and hazard of hav- 
ing all thework of the day to perform in the 
lafthour;— of making an atonement to God, 
when we have no facrifice to offer him, but 
thfe dregs and infirmities of thofe days, when * 
we could have no pleafure in them. 

How 
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How far God may be pleafed to accept 
fuch late q,nd.ijiiperfe6l jfervicQSvis beyond the 
intention of this difcdiirie.— AThai:ever ftrefs 
fome may lay upon it, — a death-bed repent- 
ance is but aAvjeak and flendi3j plank to truft 
our all upon! — Such as It is ;— to that, — and 
God's infinite mercies, we commit them, who 
will not employ that tim6 and opportunity 
he has given to provide a better fecurity. 

That we may all make a right ufe of the 
^tiine allotted iis» — God grant through the me^ 
..tits of his .Son . Jefus Ghrift. Aijoien, 
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ST. j<Jhn, xv»5. 

i^For imthout'me> ye can do ilothing^ T 

t' ■ ■ ■ ' 

Our Savioiiiw, in the fbnner part 'of tlife 
verfe, having Aold iiis difciples,-^Tbat he wift 
the vine, and that they were only branches ; 
—intimating, in what a degree their good 
fruits, as well as the fuccefs of all their en- 
deavours, were to depend upon his" commu- 
nications with them ; — he clofes the illuftra- 
tion with the inference from it, in the words 
of the text, — For Avithout me, ye can do no- 
thing. — In the 11th chapter to the Romans, 
where the manner is explained in which a 
chriftian Hands by faith, — there is a like 
illuftration made ufe of, and probably with an 
eye to this^ — where St. Paul inftru6ls us, — 
that a good man ftands as the branch of a 
wild olive does, when it is grafted into a good 
olive-tree ;— and that is, — it flourifhes not 
through its own virtue, but in virtue of the 
root, — and fuch a root as is naturally not its 
own. 

It is very remarkable in that paflage, — 
that the Apoftle calls a bad man a wild olive- 
tree; — not barely a branch (as in the other 
cafe), but a tree, which, having a root of 

its 



jtspiwn, fqppqrts itfelf, aii^ (lands in .its owo 
cftrqpgtb, acidr)>vings forth its awn fruit. — And 
;f<>;dpes evei;}^ bad man iurrefp^^ of the wild 
aix4 four .fruit of a ,y,icious an,d corrupt heart. — 
^According to Hher.efemblance^— if the apoiUe 
.intended it,T--he is jjl ttee,, — has a .root of Jbis 
.own,rT-and ftuitfulnefs, fuch as it is, with ^ 
|)Q^r to b^ing it (fpith withput help. But in 
r^ijjpj^ iof ; religipn, and tlie moral improve* 
;naats of yir.tiue land goodnefs,— the apollle 
fH^Us u^, and reafoQ tells us, we are no more 
j^^an .9^ .branch ; .and ^ our fruit^fulnefs, and 
^il ijDurfuppprt,-— depend fo much Upon tio« 
i^^^c^i^ce and cpmm\inipatiQns of God,"— that 
without him we -cfian do nothing,— as our Sa-» 
yioiijr.ide.clw€8in tJk^e text.— There i« fcarce 
aorj ^>oit in our religion wberiein men have 
ruQ riiito fuch viplenit extreme^ as in the fes^es 
givon to t^, and fuch-like declarations in 
Scriptuce^ — of xiur fufficienpy bei«g of God ; 
T— ibnie underftapding the^iaa fo, as to leave 
W^ meaning at all in them ; — others,— too 
jJtW^ > — ^the pqe iut^prpreting the gtft3 and ix^ 
jQuencesof tVe fpirit,' fo as to deftroy the trutb 
of ail fttch pfiO^riifes and declarations in the 
gofpel ; — the otlier ca^^rying their notions of 
tbetu (p high, as to deftroy the reafon of the 
g^p^l itfelf, — and render the i^briftiaa reli- 
gioa, which eoqfifts of. fobep and CQiififtent 
dod;^nQS,-rr-thp -mpft intoxiQUted,— the moft 
wi)4 i^fl VipinteUigible iuliitiution tliatevear 
wa?i yi ^^e iYOffldK . ; .; ^;..oi,( ... ,: . 
...yhis >beiiig pr^Biifed>;l iknQw^Mot; how I 
c^a,^9tpf4|^ ^^fi^Xi^«ng^|^)^i^«? ittentiour 

'. ■• ' this 



$4 -SERMON XXIVnL 

*his day, than by a (hort examination of each 
tof thele errors; — in doing which, as I (hall 
take fome pains to reduce both the extremes 
of them to reafon, — it will neceffarily lead 
me, at the fame time, to mark the fafe and 
true dodlrine of our church, concerning the 
promifed influences and operations of the 
ipirit of God upon our hearts; — which, how- 
ever depreciated through the firft miftake"^ 
— or boalled of beyond meafure through 
the fecond, — muft neverthelefs be fo limit- 
ed and underftood, — as, on one hand, to 
make the gofpel of Chrift confiftent with 
itfelf,^ — and, on the other, to make it confift- 
ent with reafon and common fenfe. 
' If we confider the many exprefe defelar- 
ations, wherein our Saviour tells his followers, 
before his crucifixion, — 'ITiat God would fend 
his fpirit the Comforter amongft them, to fup- 
ply his place in their hearts; — and, as in the 
text, — that without him, they could do no- 
thing; — if we conceive them as fpoken to his 
difciples, with an immediate view to the emer- 
gencies they were under, from their natural 
mcapacities of finilhing the great work he 
had left them, and building upon that large 
foundation he had laid, — without fome extra- 
ordinary help and guidance to carry them 
through,-- -no one can difpute that evidence 
and confirmation which was after given of its 
truth ;-^as our Lord's difciples were illiterate 
men, confequentlyun (killed in the arts and 
acquiredwWayfr ot perfiaafion. -Unlefs this 
want had' been.fupplied,~the feft obftacle to 
— their 
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their labours muft have difcouraged and put 
sua end to them for ever; — ^As thoy had no 
language but their own^ without the gift of 
tongues they could not have preached the 
gofpel except in Judaea;— and as they had 
no authority of their own, — without the fu- 
pernatural one of (igns and wonders,— they 
could not vouch for the truth of it beypnd 
the limits where it was firll tranfad:ed.— In. 
this work, doubtlefs^ all their fufficiency and 
power of aiSiing was immediately from God;, 
-=— his holy fpirit, as he had promifed them, 
Iq. it gave them a mouth and wifdom which 
all their adverfaries were not able to gain fay 
or refift. — So that without him, — ^witliout, 
thefe extraordinary gifts, in the moll literal 
ienfe of the words^ they coidd do nothing.r— , 
But befides thi3 plain application of the text 
to thofe particular perfons and times, when 
tjod's fpirit was poUred down in that fignal 
manner held facred to this day, — there is 
Ibmething in them to be extended further, 
which chriftians of all age^, — and, I hope, 
of. all denominations, have ftill a claim and 
truft in, — and that is, the ordinary affiftance 
and influences of the fpirit of God in our 
hearts, for moral and virtuous improvements ; 
—thefe, both in their natures as well as inten- 
tions, being altogether different from the 
others above-mentioned conferred upon the 
difciples of ont Lord. — ^The one were mira- 
culous gifts,-rin which the endowed perfon 
contributed npthidg, which advanced human 
nature abpy^ itfelf^ and raifed all its projedlile 
yojUs ,1V, r Iprings 
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fprings above their fountains; enabling them 
to fpeak and a6i fuch things, and in fuch 
manner, as was impoifible for men not in- 
fpired and preternatural ly upheld. — In the 
other cafe, the helps fpoken of were the in- 
fluences of God's fpirit, which upheld us from 
falling below the dignity of our nature: — • 
that divine affiftance which gracioufly kept 
us from falling, and enabled us to perform 
the holy profellions of our religion. — •Though 
thefe are equally called fpiritual gifts, — they 
are not, as in the firil cafe, the entire works 
df the fpirit, — but the calm co^-operations of 
it with our own endeavours; and are ordina- 
rily what every lincere and well-difpofed 
chriftian has reafon to pray for, and expe<ft 
from the fame fountain of ftrength, — ^who has 
promifed to give his holy fpirit to them that 
afk it. 

From this point, which is the true dodiine 
of our church, — the two parties begin to di- 
vide both from it and each other; — eafch of 
them equally mifapplying thefe paiTages of 
Scripture, and wrelling them to extremes 
equally pernicious.- 

To begin with the firft; of whom, fhould 
you enquire the explanation and meaning of 
this or of ether texts, — wherein the alfift- 
ance of God's grace and holy fpirit is im- 
plied as neceflary to fan6lify our nature, and 
enable us to ferve and pleafe God ? — ^They 
will anfwer, — That no doubt all our parts and 
abilities are the gifts of God, ^ — who is the ori- 
ginal author of our nature, — ^d, of confe-. 

-quence. 
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quence, of all that belongs thereto. " That as- 
hy him we live, arid move, and have our be- 
ing,'' — we muft in courfe depend upon him for 
all our ad:ions whatfoever, — lince we muft de-' 
peridupon him even for our life, and for every 
rtiotnent of its continuance. — ^That from this 
view of oiir ftate and natural dependence, it is 
certain, and they will fay, — We can do nothing 
without his help. — But then they will add, — 
that it concerns us no farther as chri/iianSf 
than as we are men; — the fan6lity of our lives, 
the religious habits and improvements of our 
hearts, in no other fenfe depending upon God, 
than the moft indifferent of our ad;ion8, or the 
natuilal exercife of any of the other powers 
he has given m. — Agreeably with this, — that' 
the fpiritual gifts fpoken of in Scripture, are * 
to be underftood by way of accommodation, 
to lignify the natural or acquired gifts of a 
man s mind ; fuch as memory, fancyi wit, and 
eloquence; which in a ftridt arid philofo- 
phical fenfe, may be called fpiritual ; — ^be- 
caufe they tranfcend the mechanical powers 
of matter, — ^and proceed more or leis from 
the rational foul, which is a fpiritual ful>- ' 
ftancp. 

Whether thefe ought, in prc^tiety, to be 
called fpiritual gift-s, 1 iliall not coritend, as 
it feems a mere difpute about words ; — but 
it is eni3Ugh that the interpretation cuts the 
knot, inftead of untying it ; and befides, ex- 
plains away, all kind of meaning in the above 
promifes. — And the error of tldem feems to 
arife, in the fitft place, from not diilinguifh- 
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iog that thefe fpiritual gifts, — if they muft 
be called fo, — fuch as memory, fancy, and 
wit, and other endowments of the mind, 
which are known by the name of natural 
partsy belong merely to us as men ; — and 
whether the different degrees, by which we 
excel each other in them, arife from a natural 
difference of our fouls, — or a happier difpo- 
fition of the organ ical parts of us, — they are 
f\ich however, as God originally bellows upon 
us, and with which, in a great meafure, we 
are fen t into the world. But the moral gifts 
of the Holy Ghoft, — which are more com- 
monly called the fruits of the fpirit, — can- 
not be confined witliin this defcription. — 
We come not into the world equipt with 
virtues, as we do with talents; — if we did,, 
^ye fliould come into the world with that 
which robbed virtue of its bell title both to 
prefent commendation and future reward. — 
The gift of continency depends not, as thefe 
affirm, upon a mere coldnefs of the confti- 
tution— or patience and humility from an in- 
fgnfibility of it;—but they are virtues infen- 
fibly wrought in us by the endeavours of our 
own wills and concurrent influences of a gra- 
cious agent ; and the religious improvements 
arifmg from thence, are lb far from being the x 
effeitSb of nature, and a fit difpofition pt the\ 
fevef^l parts and organical powers given us, 
•-r-that the contrary is true; — namely,— that 
the flrqam of our atfei^tions and appetites but 
too naturally carries us. the pther way.— For 
this, Jet any^man lay his hand uponhis heart, 
. ^ and 
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and refled; what has pafled within him, in the 
fevefal conflicts of meeknefs,-— temperance, 
— chaftity, and other felf-denials,'—aind he 
will need no better argument for his Goifvic*- 
tion. — s* • 

This hint leads to the true anfwfer torthe 
above mifinterpretation of the text, — ^Tfaat 
we depend upon God in no other fenfe for 
our virtues, — than we neceflariiy dd for every 
thing elle ; and that the fruits of the fpirit 
are merely the determinations and efforts of 
our own reafon, — and as much ora: own ao- 
complifliments, as any other improvements 
are the efted; of our own diligence and in- 
duftry. 

This account, by the way, is oppofite to 
the apoftle^s — ^who tells us, — It is God that 
worketh in us both to do and will, of his 
good pleafure. — It is true, — though we are 
born ignorant, — we can make ourfelves (kil- 
ful ;— we can acquire arts and fciences by our 
own application and ftudy. — But the cafe is 
not the fame in refpe6t of goodnefs. — We can 
acquire arts and fciences, becaufe we lie un- 
der no natural indifpofition or backwardhefe 
to that acquirement.— -For nature, tho^ it be 
corrupt, yet ftill it is curious and bufy after 
knowledge. — But it does not appear, that to 
goodnefs and fan6bity of manners wc have 
the fame natural propenfity.t — Lufts within, 
and temptations without, fet up io ftrong a 
confederacy againft it, as we are never able 
to furmount by our own ftrength. — How- 
ever firmly we may think we ftand, — the bell 
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of us are but upheld, and gracioufly kept 
.upright; and whenever this divine affifl:ancc 
is withdrawn, — or fufpended, — all hiftory, . 
efpccially the facred, is full of melancholy 
innances of what man is, when God leaves 
him to himfelf, — that he is even a thing of 
nought. 

Whether it was from a confcious experi- 
ence of this truth in themfelves,— or fome 
traditions handed from the Scripture ac- 
count of it; — or that it was, in fome mea- 
fure, deducible from the principles of rea- 
-fon, — ^in the writings of fome of the wifeft of 
the heathen philofophers, we find the ftrong- 
eft traces of the perfuafion of God's affifting 
,men to virtue and probity of manners. — One 
of the greateft matters of reafoning amongft 
the ancients acknowledges, that nothing great 
and exalted can be atchieved, fine divino af- 
fiatti; — and Seneca, to the fame purpofe, 
milla mens bona Jine Deo; — that no foul can 
be good without divine afliftance.— -Now 
whatever comments may be put upon fuch 
paflages in their writings, — it is certain thofe 
in iStcripture can receive no other to be con- 
fifteint with themfelves,. than what has been 
given,— And though, in vindication of human 
liberty, it is as certain on the other haad^ — 
that education, precepts, examples, pious in- 
clinations, and pra6tical diligence, arergneat 
and meritorious advances towards a religious 
ftate ;~-yet the ftate itfelf is got and finifted 
by God'S grace ; and the concurrence of hb 
fpirit upo^ tempers thus happily prodij^fed, 

— and 
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and honellly making ufe of fuch fit means: 
and unlefs thus much is uuderftood from 
them,— the. feveral expreffions in Scripture, 
where the oflices of the Holy Ghoft condur 
cive to this end, are enumerated ; — fuch as 
cleanling, guiding, renewing, comforting, 
ftrengthening and eftablifliing us, — are a 
fet of unintelligible words, which may 
amufe, but can convey little hght to the un- 
derilanding. 

This is all I have time left to fay at pre^^ 
fent upon the firft eiTor of thofe, who, by 
too loofe an interpretation of the gifts and 
fruits of the fpirit, explain away the whole 
fenfe and meaning of them, and thereby ren- 
der not only the promifes, but the comforts 
of them too, of none effedt. — Concerning 
if^ich ^error^ I have only to add this by way 
of extenuation of it, — that I believe the great 
and unedifying rout made about fan6lifica- 
tion and regeneration, in the middle of the 
lail century, — and the enthufiaftic extrava-^ 
canoes into which the communications of the 
fpirit have been carried by fo many deluded 
or deluding people in this, are two of the 
great caufes which have driven many a fober 
man into the oppoiite extreme, againil which 
I have argued. — Now if the dread of favour- 
ing too much of religion in their interpreta« 
tionshas done this illfervice, — let us inquire, 
on thevilher hand, whether the affedlation 
of too much religion in the other extreme, 
ha» not mifled others full as iar from truth, 

F 4 and 
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and further from the reafon and iobriety of the 
gofpel, than the firft. 

I have already proved by Scripture argun 
ments, that the influence of the holy fpirife 
of God is neceflary to render the imperfect 
facrifice of our obedience pleafing to our 
Maker. — He hath promifed to " perfecSl his 
ftrength in our weaknefs/' —With this af- 
furance wc ought to bf. fatisfied ; — efpecially 
fince our Saviour has thought proper to mor- 
tify all fcrupulous inquiries into operations 
of this kind, by comparing them to the wind, 
" which bloweth were it lifteth; and thou 
" heareft the found thereof, but canft not 
•^ tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth t 
** — fo is every one that is bom of the fpirit.'' 
-r-Let humble gratitude acknowledge the 
efFed;^ unprompted by an idle curiofity to 
explain the caufe. 

We are told, without this affiftance, we 
can do nothing; — we are told, from the fame 
authority, we can - do all through Chrift that 
ftrengthens us. — We are commanded to. 
" work out our own falvation with fear and 
" trembling.^ The reafon immediately fol* 
lows; ^' for it is God that worketh in you, 
" both to will and to do, of his own good 
" pleafure/' — From thefc, and many other 
repeated palfages, it is evident, that tlie 4i&Stri 
ances of grace were not intended to deftroy; 
but to co-operate with the endeavoui^ ttf 
man,*— and are derived from God in the 
fame manner as all natural powers.^j^Imieedj- 

withoul 



SERMON XXXVnL fi 

without this interpretation, how could the 
Almighty addrefs himfelf to man as a rational 
being? — how could his a6lions be his own? 
^ — how could he be confidered as a blame-* 
able or rewardable creature? 

From this account of the confiftent opi-i 
nions of a fober-minded chriftian, let us take 
a view of the miftaken enthufiaft. — See him 
oftentatioufly clothed with the outward garb 
of fand:ity, to attradl the eyes of the vulgar* 
—See a cheerful demeanour, the natural re- 
fult of an eafy and felf-applauding heart, 
fiudioufly avoided as criminal.— See his 
countenance overfpread with a melancholy 
gloom and defpondence;— as if religion^ 
which is evidently calculated to make, us 
happy in this life as well as the next, was 
the parent of fuUennefs and difcontent— 
Hear him pouring forth his pharifaical eja-« 
dilations on his journey, or in the ftreets. — 
Hear hini bbafting of extraordinary conunu- 
nications with the God of all knowledge, 
and at the fame time offending againft tlie 
common rules of his owji native language, 
and the plainer did;ates of.coinmon fenfe. 
-^Hear him arrogantly . tlianking his God, 
that he is not as other inien ai^; and, with 
more than papal uncharitablenefs, very li- 
berally allotting the portion of the damned 
to every chriftian whom he, partial judge, 
deems Ids perfed; than himfelf — to every 
chriftian who is walking on in the paths of 
duty with fober vigilance, afpiring to per- 
fedion by progrelfive attainments, and fe-* 
. ' ^ * rioufly 
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lioiafly endeavouring "trough a mtional faitfi 
in his Redeemer^ to make his calling and elec- 
tion fure. 

There have been no fe6is in the chnftiaa 
world, however abfurd, which have not en-? 
deavonred to fupport their opinions by argu-^ 
ments drawn from Scripture^ mifinterpreted 
or mifapplied. 

We had a melancholy inftance of this in 
our own country, in the laft century, — when 
the church of Chrift, as well as the gonrernr 
ment, during that period of national confu^ 
iion, was torn afunder into various fed;s and 
&d;ions ;— > when feme men pretended to have 
Scriptuiie precepts, parables^ or prophecie9 
to plead, in favocir of the mofi impious tab^ 
Surdities that faliehood could advanoe. The 
iamb fpirit which prevailed aikiongft the ^a« 
Baltics, ieems to have gone forth among theBk 
modem enthufiafts.-^Faidi, thb / .difiinguilh* 
ing cham£);eriilic of a chriftian^ is dcr&aed by 
them not ids .a rational aflent of .itbe (usider'* 
ftandihg, to tmibhs which arai efla^fhed by 
i^ifpjQtable authority^ but ias a 'vnolent per-» 
ibafion ^of mind, that they are in&ltfitaaieoi&'fly 
bteconie lihe^ chikken of God-'-^^tliat the whole 
fcbre of their fins is for ever Uotted out, 
without the f^yment of one teg,r of repent-^ 
ince.->«^Pleaifiog doiSbrine this to thefeans and 
paliiovLS . of ' mankind ! — promijQng fair to 
gain profelytes of the vicious and impeni^ 
tent 

Pardons an4 indulgences are the great fup-» 
port of papal power;-rbut thefe modem 

empirics 
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«tnpirics in religion have improw^d upon tbe 
icheme, pi^eteaiiding to have difcovered an 
infallible nolkum for all incurables^ — ^fuch 
A8 -will preferve them 'for ever .r— And ^not- 
withftanding we have inftances of notorious 
•oifenders among the warmeii advocates for 
finlefe perfection, -rr-»the charm continues pow- 
erful. — Did thefe vifionary notions of an heat- 
4ed imaginatiofEi tend onljto amufe tJie fancy, 
4:hey might be treated with oo^ateaupt-; — ^but 
when they depreciate all moral attainmcKts ; 
— when, the foggeftions of a frantic brain are 
rblafpherao^y aforibed to the holy fpirit ^of 
God ;'-^wJhen fe-ith a^d divine love are plac- 
ed ia oppofition to pra<^ioal ^virtues, they 
then become the ob^(9:s of averiion. In one 
ifeoftfe, indeed, many of thefe deluded people 
demand our tendered com^paffian, — ^wkofe 
^iforder is in the :head rather than the heart: 
Mad who call &xr the aid of a phyfician< wftio 
can cure the d^ifbsmpened ilate of the body, 
ratiiCT than xme .who may dboth 'the anxieties 
of the mind. 

indeed^ in many x^aies, they leem fo inu>di 
aboye the &iti o£ €itber,m^that unlefs God 
in his mercy rebuke this fpirit of enthsu- 
fiafm which is gone out amongft ns, BOX)ne 
can pretend to fay how far it may go, or what 
mifcniefs it may do in thefe kingdoms. — Al- 
ready it has taught us as much blafphemous 
language ; — and, if it goes on, by the fam- 
pies given us in their journals, will fill us 
with as many legendary accounts of vifions 
and revelations, as we have formerly had from 

the 
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the church of Rome, And for any fecurity 
we have againll it, — when time fhall ferve, it 
may as effedlually convert the profeffors of 
it, even into popery itfelf, — confiftent with 
their own principles ; — for they have nothing 
more to do than to fay, that the fpirit which 
infpired them, has fignified that the pope is 
infpired as well as they, and confequently is 
infalhble. — After which I cannot fee how 
they can poffibly refrain going to mafs, con- 
fiftent with their own principles. 

Thus much for thefe two oppofite errors ; — 
the examination of which has taken up fo 
much time,-^that I have little left to add, 
but to beg of God, by the affiftance of his 
holy fpirit, to prefen^e us equally from both 
extremes, arid enable us to formfuch right and 
worthy apprehensions of our holy religion, — 
that it may never fufFer, through the coohie& 
of our conceptions of it, on one hand,— or 
.the immoderate heat of thend, on the other; 
•—but that wie may at all times fee it, as it is, 
and as it was defigned by its bleflbd Foun- 
. der, as the moft rational, fober, and confift- 
ent inftitution that could have been given to 
the fons of men. 

Now to God, t&c. 
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ETERNAL ADVANTAGES OF EELIGION. 



CCCLESIASTES, XII. IJ. 

Let ua hear the conclufion of the whole inatter,-^Fear God» and 
keep his commandments : for this is the whole d^ty of man. 

1 HE wife man, in the beginning of 
this book, had propofed it as a grand query 
to be difcufied, — " To find out what was 
"good for the fons of men, which they 
*' Ihould do under the heavens, all the days 
" of their lives :' — That is, what was the fittell 
employment, and the chief and proper bufi- 
nels, which they fhould apply themfelves to 
in this world. — And here, in the text, after a 
fair difcuffion of the queltion, he afferts it to 
be the bufniefs of religion, — the fearing God, 
and keeping his commandments.-— This 
Was the conclufion of the whole matter, and 
the natural refult of all his debates and in- 
quiries. — ^And I am perfuaded, the more ob- 
fervations we make upon the fliort life of 
man, — the more we experience, and the 
longer trials we have of the world, — and the 
feveral pretenfions it offers to our happinefs, 
—the more we fhall be engaged to think, like 
him, — that we can never find what we look 
for in any other thing which we do under the 
heavens, except in that of duty and obe- 
dience 
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dience to God. — In the courfe of the wife 
man's examination of this point,— ^e find a 
great many beautiful reflections upon human 
affairs, all tending to illuflrate the conclufion 
he draws ; and as they are fuch as are apt to 
offer themfelves to the thoughts of every 
lerious and confiderate man, — I cannot do 
better than renew the impreffions, — by re- 
touching the principal arguments of his dif- 
courfe — before I proceed to the general ufe 
and application of the whole. 

In the former part of his book he had 
taken into his confideration thofe feveral 
ttates of life to which men ufually apply 
themfelves for happinefs ; — ^firfl, learning,— 
wifdom ; — next, — mirth, jollity, and pleafure ; 
-^then power and greatnefs, — riches and pof- 
feffions. — All of which are fo far from an- 
f^xring the end for which they were at firfl 
purfued, — that by a great variety of argu- 
ments, — he proves them feveral ly to be fo 
many " fore travels which God had given to 
" the fons of men to be exercifed therewith : 
— and inftead of being any, or all of them, 
our proper end and employment, or fuffi- 
cient to our happinefs, — he makes it plain, 
by a feries of obfervations upon the life of 
man, — that they are ever likely to end with 
others where they had done with him,-— 
that is, in vanity and vexation of fpirit. 

Then he takes notice of the feveral acci- 
dents of life, which perpetually rob us of 
what little fweets the fruition of thefe objedls 
might feem to prbmife us, — both with 

regard 
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tegard to ouc endeavours and our perfons m 
this world. 

1ft, With regard to our endeavours, — ^he 
ftiews that the moft likely ways and means 
are not always efFe<9,ual for the attaining of 
their end: — that, in general, — the utmoft 
that human councils and prudence can pro- 
vide £or, is to take care, when they contend 
in a race, that they be fwifter than thofe who 
run againft them ; — or when they are to fight 
a battle, that they be ftronger than thofe 
whom they are to encounter. — ^And yet after- 
wards, in the ninth chapter, he obferves, that 
the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle 
to the ftrong ; — neither yet biread to the wife, 
— -nor yet riches to men of underftanding, 
nor favour to njen of (kill; — but time and 
chance happens to them all.: — ^That there are 
iecret workings in human affairs, which over- 
rule all human contrivance, and counterplot 
the wifeft of our councils, in fo flrange and 
unexpe&ed a manner, as to call a damp 
upon our beft fchemes and warmeft endea- 
vours. 

And then, for thofe accidents to which our 
perfons are as liable as our labours, — he 
obferves thefe three things ; — firft, the natural 
infirmities of our bodies, — which alternately 
lay us open to the fad changes of pain and 
ficknefs ; which, in the fifth chapter, he fl:yles 
wrath and foiTOW ; under which, when a man 
lies languitliing, none of his worldly enjoy- 
ments .will ' fignify much. — Like one that 
fingeth fongs with a heavy heart, neither 

mirth, 
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Aiirth, — ^nor power,— nor rifches, fliall affavA 

him eafe, nor will all their force be ableJ 

fo to ftay the ftroke of nature,-^" but that he 
" fhall be cut off in the midft of his days^ 

'* and then all his thoughts peri(h.-^ Or 

elfe, — what is no uncommon fpfedlacle, in the 
midft of all his luxury5 he may wafte away 
the greateft part of his life^ with much weari- 
nefs and anguifli j and with the long torture 
of an unrelenting difeafe, he may wifli himfelf 
to go down into the grave> and to be fet at 
liberty from all his poffeffions, and all his mi-' 
fery, at the fame time* 

2dly, If it be fuppofed,**-that by the, 

ftrength of fpirits, and the natural cheerful-^ 

nefs of a man's temper^ he fhould efcape 

thefe, " and live miany years, and rejoice in 

" them all/' — which is not the lot of many ; — • 

yet, " he muft remember the days of dark^ 

*• nefs ;"— that is, — they who devote them- 

felves to a perpetual round of mirth and plea- 

fure, cannot fo manage matters as to avoid 

the thoughts of their future JiateSy and the 

anxiety about what fliall become of them 

hereafter, when they are to depart out of this 

World; — that they cannot fa crowd their 

heads, and fill up their time with other mat-- 

ters, — but that the remembrance of this will 

fometimes be uppeimoft,-— and thruft itfelf 

upon their minds whenever they are retired 

and ferious. — And as this \yill naturally pre- 

fentto them a dark profpedl of their future 

happinefs, — it muft, at the fanae time, pro\^ 

2 DO 
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Udfmalf damp atiii allay to what they would 
enjoy at prefeiit. 

Biiti iii the third place, fuppofe a man , 
fliould be able to avoid licknefs, — and to put. 
the trouble of tkefe thoughts likewire far from 
him, — yet there is fomcthing elfe which he 
cannot. poffibly decline; — old age will una- 
voidably Ileal upon him, with all the infir- 
mities of it, when (a3 he expreffes it); 

" the grinders' fliall be few, and appetite 
*' ceafes ; when thofe who look out of the 
" windows fliall be,darkened, and the keepere 
" of tlie houfe fliall tremble," — when a man 
fliall beicome a burden to himfelf, and to his 
. friends ;^^ — when, perhaps, thofe of his neareft 
relations, whom lip hath ' mpft obliged by 
kiiidnel's, fliall tliiiik it time for him to de- 
part, to creep off the Rage, and make room 
ibr the fuccceding generations. 

And then, after a l.itt|e funeral pomp of 
" mourners goinjr about the itreets," — a man 
ftiatl be buried out of the way, and in a year 
or twbbeas muqh forgotten, as if he had 
neyet^ exifted. — For there is no remembrance 
(fays he) of the 'wife more than the fool; ; 
—^feeing that which now is, in the days to ' 
come, fliali be forgotten; every day produc- 
ing fome,thing which feems new and ftrange, 
to'take upmeri's talk arid wonder, and todrown " 
thb riiernory of former pei-fbus and atftions.-:— . . 

And t appeal' to any rational man, whe- 
ther thefe are, not fome of the moft material 
reflexions iabout human affairs, — which occur 
to every one who gives himtelf the Icaft lei- 

voL. IV. G fure 
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• • • 

fureto think about them ? — Now, from 2^11 thefe , 
oremifes put together, Solomon infers this 
liort conclufion in the text, — That to fear 
God, and keep his commandments, i^ the 
whole duty of man ; — that, to be ferioiis in 
the matter of reliii'ion, and careful about our 
future ftate, is that which, after all our other 
experiments, will be found to be our chief 
happinefs, — ourgreateltintereft, — ouvgreateft 
wifdom, — and that which moft of all deferves^ 
our care and application. — Tliis nxufl ever be 
the laft refult, and the upfl^ot of every wife . 
nian's obfervations upon all thefe tvanfitory . 
things, and upon the vanity of their ieveraf 
pretences to our well-being; — and we may 
depend upon it as an everlafting truth, that we 
can never find what we feek for in s^ny other 
rourfe, or any other obje6b, — but this one,; 
and the more we know and think, and the 
more experience we have of the worl4, and 
of ourfelves, the more we are convinced of 
this truth, and led back by it to reft our fouls . 
upon that God from whence we ca,me.— . 
Every confideration upon the life of m^an 
tends to engage us to this point, — to be in 
earaeft in the concernment of religion ; to 
to love and fear God ; — to provide for our 
true intereft, — and do ourfelves the moft ef- 
fedlual fervice, — by devoting ourfelves to him, 
— arid always thinking of him,— as he is the 
true arid final happinefs of a reafimable and 
immortal fpirit. 

And indeed one would think it next to im- 
poffible, — did not the commoimefs of the 

thing 
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thing take off from the wonder, — that a man 
who thinks at all, — (liould let his whole life 
be a contradidlion to fuch obvious reflec- 
tions. 

llie vanity and emptinefs of worldly goods 
and enjoyments, — the fliortnefs and uncer- 
tain ty of life, — the unalterable event hanging 
over our heads,-r-" that in a few days, we 
" muft all of us go to that place from whence 
" we (hall not return \' — the certainty of this, 
— the urffcertainty of the time when, — the im- 
mortality of the foul, — the doubtful and mo- 
mentous iffues of eternity,— the terrors of 
damnation, and the glorious things which are 
fpoken of the city of God, are meditations fo 
obvious, and fo naturally check and block 
up a man^s way, — are fo very interefting, and, 
above all, fo unavoidable, — that it is auonifli- 
ing how it was polfible, at any time, for mor- 
tal man to have his head full of any thing 

elfe ! And yet, was the fame perfon to 

to take a view of the ftate of the world,^ — r 
how (light an obfervation would convince 
him, that the wonder lay, in fadl, on the other 
fide ; — and that, as wifely as we all difcourfo 
and philofophife de contemptu muncli S/^ fug^ 
fcBculi — yet, for one who really ad:s in the 
world/ — confident with his own refledlions 
upon it, — that there are multitudes who feem 
to take aim at nothing higher; — and, as empty 
a thing as it is, — are fo dazzled with, as to 
think it meet to build tabernacles of reft 

upon it, and fay, " it is good to be here/' 

— Whether as an able inquirer into this para- 

G 2 dox 
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dox guclTes,— whellicr it is, that men do not 
heartily beheve liich a thing as a future Itate 
of happiuefs and mifery, — or if they do, — 
that they do not actually and ferionlly con- 
iider it, — but fufFcr it to he dormant and un- 
adlive within them, and fo arc as little, af- 
fc6lcd Avith it, as if in truth they believed it 
not; — or whether they look upon it thrqugb 
that end of the perfpe^live which reprefents 
as afar off,— and fo are more lorcibly drawn 
by the nearer though the lefler loadt-ftcme ; 
— whether thefe, or whatever other cauf^ may 
be .affigned for it, — the obfervation is incon- . 
tefiible, that the bulk of mankind^ in paffing. 
throiiah this vale of mifery, — ufe it '^ not as 
" a weir' to refrcrti and allay, — but. fuljy to 
.qiiench and fatisfy their thirll; — minding of 
(as the Apoitle fays) reliilung earthly things^ 

making th^em the end and ium-total of 

their delires and AViflies, — —and,. in pnp word ; 
• — —loving this world — ^^juft as they are com- 
manded to love God ; — that is, — " with ^11 
" their heart, with all their fpul,'' — with all 
their mind and ftrength, — But tjbis is not the 
ilrahgeft'part of this paraclox.-7--A m^n fliall ; 
not only lean and reft upon the world with his 
w hole ftrefs,— but, in many inftanees,i]iall live 
notorioufly bad and vicious ; — when he is re- 
proved^ lie fhall leem convinced ; — when he 

is !obferve4>-^ he fliall bie afhamed ; — ;when 

he'purfues Ti is fin,-— he will do it in the 
dai3k.i-4-and when he has done it, Ihail even 

be cliHatistied with himfelf ; vet Hill, this 

fliall nrocliice no alteratioa ia nis condu6t.- 
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Tell him he dial 1 one day die;— orljring the 
event ftill pearer, Jind Ihew, that, apcording 
to the com fe of nature, he cannot poffibly 
live many years, — he will ligh, perhaps,— — 
and tell you lie is convinced of that as much 

\as reafon^ and Experience can make him.:— — 
proceed anduVge to him, — that after' dea^h 

'x^Omes judgment, and iliat he will ceriainly 
there be dealt with by a jiift God according to 
:his adtions ; — he will thank God he is no deift, 
— and tell vou, with the fame 2;rave face, — he 
is thoroughly conyiiiced of that too ; — and us 
he believes, — no doubt he trembles too' : — and 
.and yet after all, with all this con virion upon 
hi3 mind, you will fee him ftill perfevere in 
the fame courfe, -and commit his fin with as 
-certain an event and refolution, as if he knew 

no argument againft it. Thefe notices of 

things, however terrible and true, pafs through 
his underftanding as an eagle through the 
air, that leaves no path behind. 

So that, upon the whole, inftead of abound- 
jng with occafjons to fet us ferioully on think- 
ings the world might difpenfe with many 
more calls of this kind ; — and were they fc- 
ven times as many as they are, — coniidering 
what infufficient ufe we make of thofe we 
we have, all I fear would be little enough to 
bring thefe things to o*ur remembrance as of- 
ten, and engage us to lay them to our hearts 
with that affectionate concern, which the^ 
weight and intereft of them requires at our 
hands. — Sooner or later, the moft inconfide- 
rate of us all Ihall find, with Solomon, — that 
to do this effed;ually, is the whole of man. 

G 3 Nw^ 
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And I cannot conclude this difcourfe upon 
his words better than with a Ihort and earneft 
exhortation, that the folemnity of this (eafouy 
— ^and the meditations to which it is devoted, 
may lead you up to the true knowledge and 
practice of the fame point of fearing God and 
keeping his commandments, — and convince 
you, as it did him, of the indifpenfable ne- 
ceflity of making that the bufinefs of a man's 
life, which is the chief end of his being, — the 
eternal happinefs and falvation of his foul. 

Which may God grant, for the fake of Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 
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ASA — A THANKSGIVING SERMON. 



2 CHRONICLES, XV. I4. 

And they fware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with fhout- 
ing, and with trumpets, and with cornets. — And all the men of 
Judah rejoiced at the oath. 

It will be neceffary to give a particular ac- 
count of what was the occafion, as well as 
the nature of the oath wiiich the men of Ju- 
dah fware unto the Lord; — which will explain 
not only the reafons why it became a matter 
of fo much joy to them, but like wife idmit of 
an application fuitable to the purpofes of 
i:his folemn affembly. 

Abijah, and Afa his fon, were fucceffive 
kings of Judah. — The firft came to the crowfi 
at the clofe of a long, and, in the end, a 
very iinfuccefsful war, which had gradually 
wafted the ftrength and richer of his king- 
dom. 

He was a prince endowed with the talents 
which the emergencies of his country re- 
quired, and feemed bom to make Jud&h a 
victorious, as well as a happy people.-— The 
cpndu6l and great fuccefs of his arms againft 
Jeroboam, had well eftablilhed the firft; — ■ 

G 4 but 
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but his kingdom, which had been fo many 
years the feat of a war, had been fo wafted 
and bewildered, that liis reign, good as it was, 
was too fliort to accompHm the latter. — He 
died, and left the work unfinilhed for his fon, 
— Afa fucceeded, in the rooni of Abijah his 
father, with the trueft notions of religion and 
government that could be /etched either 
from reafon or experience.— ^-Ilis reafon told 
him, that God fnould be w^orfliipped in fim- 
phcity and fingleriefs of heart; — therefore he 
took away the altars of the ftrange gods, arid 
broke down their images. — His experjence 
told him, that the moit fuccefsful wars, in- 
ftead of invigorating, more generally drained 
away the vitals of government, — and, at the 
beft, ended but in a brighter and more often- 
tafeious kind of poverty and dqfolation:— 
therefore he laid a.fide his fword, and lluidied 
,the arts of ruling Judah with peace. — jCori- 
Tcierice would not fuift'er Ala to facrifice iiis 
fubjec^s to private views of ambition, and 
wifdom forbad he Ihould fuffer them to offer 
up themfelves to the pretence of public ones; 
— fince enlargement of empire, by uie de- 
ftru6l;ion of it« people (the natural and only 
Valuable fource of nrength and riches), was 
a diflioneft and miferable exchange. — And 
however well the glory of a conqueft miglit 
appear in the eyes of a common beholder, 
yet, when bought at that coftly rate, a father 
to his country would behold the triumphs 
which attended it, and weep, as it palTed biy 
him. — Amidft all the glare and jolhty of the 

^ day, 
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^^ay, the parent's eyes would fix .attentively 
upon; bis chilid ;-rhe. would 4ifcern .bun dropp- 
ing under; the weight of. his attire, withoiat 
itrength or A^igour, his former beauty and 
.icqmejinefs gone off; — he would }>ehold the 
^ coat of inany ^^olp^rs ftained with hlood, and 
- cry,~-Alas ! they 3 have . decked . tliee with >a 
parent's pride,.b.ut not with a i parent's care 
and for^fight. 

With ;fu^h affedlippate fentinients of go^^ 
^ernment, aijd jufl prinqiples of religion, Afa' 
began his reign, — A .reign marked -out with 
new aerjas, and a fugcelTion of happier oc^ 
currences th?^^^ what had diftinguilhed for- 
raier days. 

The juft ftnd gentle fp.irit of the prince 

infei)fibly ftoje into the brcafts of the people, 

— The mep of Judah turned their fwords into 

ploughfliares, and their fpears into pruning- 

hooks. — By induftry and virtuous labour 

they acquired what by fpoil and rapine they 

nyghl have fought ^atter long in vain. — ^The 

tr^es of their late troubles foon began to 

wear out. — ^The cities, which had become 

ruinous and ,defQlate (the prey of famine and 

the Avord), were now rebuilt, fortified, and 

made populous. — Peace, fecurity, wealth, 

and prpfperity, feemed to compofe the whole 

hiftory of Afa's reign. — O Judah ! what 

could then have been done more than what 

was done to make thy people liappy? — 

What one blelTinn; was withheld, that 
thou fliouldft ever withhold thy thankful- 
ncfs ? — 

That 
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That thou didit not continually turn thy 
eyes towards heaven with an habitual fenfe 
of God's mercies, and devoutly praife him for 
fetting Aia over you ? 

Were not the public bleflings, and the pri- 
vate enjoyments, which every man of Judah 
derived from them, fuch as to make the con- 
tinuance of them defirable? — and what other 
way was there to efFe6l it, than to fwear unto 
the Lord, with all your hearts and fouls, to 
perform the covenant made with your fa- 
thers? — to fecure that favour and intereft 
with the almighty Being, without which the 
wiidom of this world is foolifhnefs, and the 
bell connected fyllems of human policy are 
fpeculative and airy projects, without founda- 
tion or fubftance. — ^The hiftory of their own 
exploits and cftablilhment, fnicc they had be- 
come a nation, was a ftrong confirmation of 
this doctrine. 

But too free and uninterrupted a poffef- 
fion of God Almighty's bleflings fometimes 
(though it feems ftrange to fuppofe it) even 
tempts men to forget him, either from a cer- 
tain depravity and ingratitude of nature, not 
to be wrought upon by goodnefs, — or that 
they are made by it too palfjonately fond of 
the prefenthour, and too though tlefs of its great 
Author, whofe kind providence brought it 
. about. — Thisfeemed to have been thecale with 
the men of Judah:— for notwithftanding all 
that God had clone for them, in placing Abi- 
jah and Afa his fon over them, and infpiring 
them with hearts and talents proper to re- 
trieve 
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trieve the errors of the foregoing reign, and 
bring back peace and plenty to the dvvelHngs 
, of Judah; — yet there appears no record of 
any folcnm and religious acknowledgment 
to God for fuch fignai favours. — The people 
fat down in a thanklefs fecuritj^ each man 
under his vine, to eat and drink, and rofe up 
to play; — more folicitous to enjoy their blefi- 
ings, than to deferve them. 

But this fcene of tranquillity was not to 
fubfift without fome change ; — and it leemed 
as if Providence at length had fuffeit?d the 
ftream to be interrupted, to make them con- 
fider whence it flowed, and how necefliiry it 
had been all along to their fupport- — ^The 
Ethiopians, ever fince the beginning of Abi- 
jah's reign, until the tenth year of Afas, had 
been at peace, or, at leaft, whatever fecret 
enmity they bore, had made no open attacks 
upon the kingdom of Judah, — And indeed 
the bad meafures which Rehoboam had taken, 
in the latter part of the reign which imme- 
diately preceded theirs, feerned to have faved 
.the Ethiopians the trouble, — For Rehoboam, 
though in the former part of his reign he 
dealt wifely; yet when he had eftablifhed his 
kingdom, and ftrengthened himfelf, — he for- 
fook the laws of the Lord; — he forfook the 
counfel which the old men gave him, and 
took counfel with the young men, which 
were brought up with him, and Hood before 
him- — Such ill-advifed meafures, in all pro- 
bability, had given the enemies of J udah fuch 
decifive advantages over her, that they luid 

fat 
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fat down contented, and for many years en- 
joyed the fruits of their acquifitions. — But 
the friendfliip of princes is feldom made up 
of better materials than thofe which are 
every day tabe feen in private life, — in whixjh 
fincmty and atFed;ion are not at all cour 
fidered as ingredients. — Change of time and 
circumftances produces a change of councils 
and behaviour. — Judah, in length of time, 
had become a freih temptation, and was 
worth fighting for. — Her riches and plenty 
anight firft make her enemies covet, and theii 
the remembrance of how chca[) and eafy v^ 
prey flic had formerly been, might make them 
not doubt of obtaining. 

By thefe apparent motives (or whether 
God, who fometimes over-rules the heart of 
man, was pleafed to turn them by fecret 
ones, to the purpofes of his wifdom), thfe 
ambition of the Ethiopians revived ; — with ^^, 
hoft of men numerous as the fand upon the 
fea-fhore in multitude, they had left their 
country, and were coming forwards to invade 
them. — What can Judah propofe to do in fo 
terrifying a crifis ? — where can flie betake 
herfelf for refuge ? — on one hand, her religiot^ 
and laws are too precious to be given up^ or 
trufted to the hands of a ftranger; — ^^.nd, oi» 
the other hand, how can fo fmall a kingdom; 
juft recovering ftrength, fnrroonded by sh 
army of a thoufand thoufand meh, befid^b 
chariots and horfes, be able to withftand ^ 
powerful a fhock? — But here it ajppeaWfftv 
that thofe, who, in their profperity, cfeii fdt^ 
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)d, do. yet remember liim in the day of daii- 
r and diftrefs ; — and can begin with com- 
t .to depend upon his providence, when 
th comfort they can depend upon notliing 
e. — For when Zerah, the Ethiopian, was 
me unto the valley of Zepbatha at Mare 
a, Afa, and all the men of Judah and Ben- 
ma, went out againft him; — and as they 
:nt, they cried mightily unto God. — And 
a prayed for his people, and he faid, — " O 
jyd ! it is nothing ■with thee to help, whe- 
er with many, or with tbera , that have no 
iwer : — help us, O Lord our God ! for we 
ft in tliee, and in thy name we go againft 
is multitude. — O Lord, thou art our God, 

I not man prevail againft thee." — Succefs 
fnoft feemed a debt due to the piety of the 
jnce, and the contrition of bis people.— So 
od Cnote the Ethiopians, and they could 
itrecover themfelves : — for they were fcatter- 
|, and utterly dcftroyed, — before the Lord, 
id before his hoft. And as they returned 
>- .Jerufalem from purfuing,— behold the 
irit of God came upon Afariah, the fon of 
'ded. — And he went out to meet Aia^ and 
5, faid unto him, — Hear ye me, Afa, and 

II Judah and Benjamin; the Lord is witli 
qn, wbilft you aie with him ; — and if you 
!Ck him, he will be found of you, but if ye 
)TJ9ke him, , he will forfake you. — Nothing 
QUid more po^rerfully call home the "con- 
ciiESicc than fo timely an expoftulation. — ^Thc ■ 
otSROf Judali aiwl Benjamin, ftruck with ti 
fiofe of thei];JaSoLd3liv.eraiico,'aiid'the many < 

i other 
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other felicities they had enjoyed fince Afli 
was king over them, they gathered them- 
felves together at Jerufalem, in the third 
month in the fifteenth year of Afa's reign; — 
and they entered into a covenant to feek 
the Lord God of their fatliers, with all their 
heart, and with all their foul : — and they fware 
unto the Lord with a loud voice, and with 
iliouting, and with trumpets, and with cor- 
nets, and all Judah rejoiced at the oath. 

One may obferve a kind of luxuriety in 
the defcription, which the holy hiftorian gives 
of the tranfport of the men of Judah upon 
this occafion- — And fure, if ever. matter of 
joy was fo reafonably founded, as to excufe 
any exceifcs in the cxpreflions of it, — this 
was one: — for without it, — the condition of * 
Judah, though otherwife the happieft, would 
have been, of all nations under heaven, the 
moft miferable. 

Let us fuppofe a moment, inftead of being 
repulfed, that the enterprife of the Ethiopians 
had profpered againft them^ — like other griev- ' 
ous diftempers, where the vitals are firft at* ' 
tacked, — Afa, their king^ would have been 
fought after and have been made the firft fa- ^ 
orifice. — He muft cither have fallen by the • 
fword of battle, or execution ; or, what is worfe, 
he muft have furvived the ruin of his country * 
by flight, — and worn out the remainder of - 
his days in forrow, for the aflftidions which 
were come upon him.— -In fome remote comer 
of the world, the good king would have heard 
the particulars of Judah's deftru<9;ion. — He 

1 would 
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would have been told how the country, which 
had become dear to him by his paternal 
care, was now utterly laid wafte, and all his 
labour loft; — how the fences which protedled 
it were torn up, and the tender plant within, 
which he had fo long ftieltercd, was cruelly 
trodden under foot and devoured. — I Je would 
hear how Zerah, the Ethiopian, when he had 
overthrown the kingdom, thought himfelf 
bound in confcience to overthrow the religion 
of it too, and eftablilh his own idolatrous one 
in its ftead. — That in purfuance of this, the 
holy religion, which Afa had reformed, had 
begun every where to be evil fpokeu of, and 
evil entreated : 

That it was firft baniilied from the courts 
of ^ the king's houfe, and the midft of Jeru- 
falem,— and then fled for fafety out of the 
way into the wildemefs, and found no city 
to dwell in : — That Zerah liad rebuilt the 
altars of the ftrange gods, — which Afa's 
piety had broken down, and fet up their 
images : 

That his commandment was urgent that 
all (hould fall down and worfliip the idol he 
had made; — ^That, to complete the tale of 
their miferies, there was no profped: of deli- 
verance for any but the worft of his fubjefts ; 
•^thofe who, in his reign, had either leaned in 
their hearts towards . thefe idolatries, — or 
whofe principles and morals were fuch, that 
all religions fuited them alike. — But that 
the honeft and confcientious men of Judah, 
unable to behold fuch abominations, hung 

down 
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down every man his head like a buhiilli^ 
and put fack-cloth and alhes undethiml 

This picture of Judah's defoUition'm'Tghtf be 
lame refemblance of what every of Afa*s fub- 
jetfts would probably form'to himfelf, the day 
he folemnized an exemption fi'om it. — And 
the tranfport was natural, — To fwear unto 
the Lord with a loud voice, and with'fliOut- 
ing, and with trumpets, and with* cornets ; — 
to rejoice at the oath which fecured their fu- 
ture peace, and celebrate it with all external 
marks of gladnefs. 

I have at length gone through the ftory,^ 
which gave the occalion to this religibus adt 
which is recorded of the men of iTudah iti the 
text- 

I believe there is not one, in facred' Scrip- 
ture, th^tt bids fairer for a parallel to dtir*6wn 
timesj or that would admit of an application 
more fuitable to the folemnity of this day: 

But men are apt to be lirlick with' like- 
neffes in fa different a manner, froni the differ- 
ent points of view in which they ftand, as 
well as their diverfity of judgments, that it is 
generally a very unacceptable piece of ofR- 
cioufnefk to fix any certain degrees of ap- 
proach. 

In this cafe, it feenis ftifficienit, — that thofc_ 
who will difcern the leaft refeniblsaiifc'e, will 
difcern enotigh to make theih ferioufly 'fcoih- * 
ply with the devotion of the' day ; — and that 
thofe who are affected witli it in a ftrotifeer' ' 
manner, and fee the bleffing of 'a prot6ftant' ; 
king in its faireft light, 'Xvitli all the ftiefbie^^" 

which 
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Avliich made way for it, will have ftill more abun- 
dant reafon to adore that good Being, which 
has all along protetled it from the enemies 
which have rifen up to do it violence; — but 
more efpecially, in a late inftance, by turning 
down the councils of the fro ward headlong, 
— ^and confounding the devices of the crafty, 
~-fo that their hands could not perform their 
enterprife. — Though this event, for many rear 
fons, will ever be told amongft the felicities 
of thefe days ; — ^yet for none more fo,— than 
that it has given us a frefli mark of the Con 
tinuation of God Almighty's favour to us :-— 
a part of that great ct)m plicated bl effing for 
which we are gathered together to return liim 
thanks. 

Let us, therefore, I befeech you, e^ndeavour 
to do it in the way which becomes wife men, 
and which is likely to be moft acceptable;-- 
and that is, — to purfue the intentions of his 
providence, in giving us the occafion — to be- 
come better men, and, by an holy and an ho- 
ned converfation, make ourfelves capable of 
enjoying Avhat God has done for us. — In vain 
fliall we celebrate the day with a loud voice, 
and with fliouting, and with trumpets, if we 
do not do it likewife with the internal and 
more certain marks of fmcerity, a reformation 
and purity in our manners.— It is impoiUble 
afmful people can either be grateful to God, 
or properly loj^al to their prince. — 'J'hey can- 
pot be grateful to the one^ becaufc they live 
not under a fenfe of his mercies ; — nor can 
they be loyal to the other, becaufe they daily 

VOL. IV. 11 offend 
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offend in two of the tendered points which 
concern his welfare, liy firft difengaging the 
providence of God from taking to our part, 
and then giving a heart to our adveifaries to 
lift their hands againft us, who muft know, 
that, if we forfake God, God will forfake us. — 
Their hopes, their dcligns, their wickednefs 
againft us, can only be built upon ours towards 
God. 

For if they did not think we did evil, they 
durftnot hope we could perifti. 

Ceafe, therefore, to do evil; — for by fol- 
lowing righteoufnefs, you will make the hearts 
of your enemies faint, they will turn their 
backs againft your indignation, and their wea- 
pons will fall from their hands. 

Which may God grant, through the merits 
^nd mediation of his Son Jefus Chrilt, to 
whom b^ all honour, &c. Amen. 
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l^o80W peii^e \Aik tdl men, ^nd hotinefs, withbttt whkh tld man 

ftwll fee the Lord. 

The great end and defigtl of our holy relu 
giori, next to the main view of recoricilihg us 
to God, wds to reconcile us to each other ;-^ 
by teaching us to fubdue all thofe unfriendly 
difpofitions ifn our natui'e^ which unfit ti3 for 
happinels^ and the focial enjoyment of the 
many bleffitigs which God has enaibled us to 
partake of in this worlds, miferable as it ii in 
many refpe6ls*-^Gonld chriilianity pcrfuade 
the profeffors of it into this temper, and en- 
gag^ us, 2Lfs its doctrine requires, to go on and 
exalt our natures, and, after the fulxluc^ion 
of the iAoft tainfrienxlly of our paffions, to plant, 
in the room of them, all thofe (more natural 
to- ihe foil) humane and benevolent incliha- 
tJo^iB, which in imitation of the perfections of 
^Godv ftrould difpofe us to extend our love and 
gtawinefe icy our fellow-creatures, according to 
tbA extent'of our abilities ; — in like maiiner^ 
asr-th^ goddhefs of God extends itfelf over allv 
the wortifi^ of the creation :— could this bea<y«, 
cbmpli&feidy-^the world woitld be, w<^¥tJVj 
t>il II 2 ' living 
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living in; — and might be confidered bj us as 
a foretaftc of what we fliould enter upon here- 
aftei'. 

But fuch a fjftem, you'll fay, is merely 
vifionary; — and, confidering man as a crea- 
ture lb befet with felfilhnels, and other fret- 
ful paffions that propeniity prompts him to, 
though it is to be wilhed, it is not to be ex- 
pelled. — But our rehgion enjoins us to ap- 
proach as near this fair pattern as we can; 
and, if it be poflible, as much as lieth iii us, 
to live peaceably with all men; — where the 
term, — if poflible, I own, implies it may not 
only be diflicult, but fometimes impoliible.. 
— Thus the words of the text,— Pollow 
peace, — may by feme be thought to imply, 
— that this defitable blelling may fometimes 
fly from us: — but ftill we are required to fol- 
low it, and not ccafe the purfuit, till we have 
ufed all warrantable methods to regain and 
fettle it: — becaufe, adds the apoftle, without. 
this frame of mind, no man lliall fee the 
Lord. For heaven is the region, as well as ' 
the recompence, of peace and benevolence;i 
and fuch as do not defire and promoteit beK» 
are not qualified to enjoy it hereafter. , ', t. 
For this caufe, in Scripture langoogti^'-vt; 
peace is always fpoke of as the great ,WMt; 
comprehenfive blcfling, which inclttdcid i4* JS) 
all manner of happincfs ; — and to wilh peace 
to any houfe or peifon, was, in one word, to 
wifh them all that was good and defirable. — 
Becaufe happinefs conUils in the inward cotu- 
pla^ncyand- iktisfadtion' of the i^il);!^!^!^ "^ 
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he who has fuch a difpofition of foul, as to 
acquiefce and reft contented with all the 
events of provjdence, can want nothing this 
world can give him. — Agreeable to this, that 
lliort but moft coinprehcniive hymn, fung by 
angels at our Saviour's birth, declardfory of 
the joy and happy ends of his incarnation, 
— after glory, in the fiifl, to God, — the next 
note which founded was, Peace upon earth, 
and good-will to men. It was a public wifh of 
happinefs to mankind, and implied a folemrt 
charge to pnrfue the means that would ever 
lead to it. — Aik\, in truth, the good tidings of 
the gofpel are nothing elfe but a grand mcl- 
fagc and embafly of peace, to let us know, 
that our peace is made in heaven. 

The prophet Ifaiah ftyles our Saviour the 
Prince of Peace, long before he came into the 
world ; — and to anfwer the title, he made 
choice to enter into it at a time when all na- 
tions were at peace with each other ; which 
was in the days of Auguftus, — when the tem- 
ple of Janus was Ihut, and all the alarms of 
war were huflied and lileneed throughout the 
■world. — At his birth, the hoft of heaven de- 
fcended, and proclaimed peace on earth, as 
the beft ftate and temper the world could 
be in to receive and welcome the Author of 
it. — ^His future converfation and doClrine, 
here upon earth, was everyway agreeable 
*ith his peaceable entrance upon it ; tlie 
whole courfc erf ttf^fe being but one greutj 
Example of DJj^Sffl^^^iDfift^'g'i Jjfttf , patieiin 
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I — At his death, it was the only legacy be be* 
<}ue3thed to his followers : — My peace I give 
unto you. — How far this has taken place, or 
been actually enjoyed, — is not my intention 
to enlarge upon, any further tlian juil to ob^ 
ferve how precious a bequcft it was from the 
many miferies and calamities which have, and 
ever will, enfue from the want of it.— If we 
look into the larger circle of the world,— ^ 
what defolations, dillblutions of government, 
and invafions of property ! — what rapine, 
plunder, and profanation of the moft 
Jacred rights of mankind, are the certain 
unhappy effects of it!'— fields dyed in blood, 
: — the cries of orphans and widows, bereft 
of their beft help, too fully inftru6l us. 
' — Look into private life, — ^behold how good 
and pleafant a thing it is to live together in 
unity ; — it is like the precious ointment 
poured upon the head of Aaron, that rua 
down to his fkirts; — importing, that this 
balm of life is felt and enjoyed, not only by 
governors of kingdoms, but is derived down 
to the loweft rank of life, and tailed in the 
moft private receffes ; — all, from the king to 
the pcafant, are refreftied with its bleffings, 
without which we can find no comfort in any 
thing this world can give. — It is this bleffimg 
gives every one to fit quietly under his vine, 
and reap the fruits of his labour and induf^ 
try :-— in one word, — which befpeaks whq ig 
the beft:ower of it — ^it is that only whi^U ke^^ 
up the harmony a.nd order oi l^e wop\dm un^ 

predafires 
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preferves every thing in it from ruin and con- 
fufion. 

There is one faying of our Saviour's re* 
corded by St. Matthew, which, at firft fight, 
feems to carry fome oppofition to this doc- 
trine;-^! came not to fend peace on earth, 
but a fword. — But this reaches no faather 
than the bare words, not entering fo deep as 
to affe6t the fenfe, or imply any contradic- 
tion ; — intimating only, — that the preaching 
of the gofpel will prove the events through 
fundry unhappy caufes, fuch as prejudices, 
the corruption of men's hearts, a paliion for 
idolatry and fuperftition, theoccafion of much 
variance and divifion even amongft neareft 
relations; — yea, and oft-times of bodily 
death, and many calamities and perfecutionsi 
which actually enfued upon the fii-ft preachers 
and followers of it. — Or the words may be 
underllood, — as a beautiful defcription of the 
inward contefts and oppofition which chrif- 
tiauity would occafion in the heart of maUf 
from its oppofitions to the violent paffions of 
our nature, — ^which would engage u&in a per-? 
|)etual warfare. — ^This was not only a fword, 
~a divifion betwixt neareft kindred ;— but it 
was dividing a man againft himfelf ; — fetting 
up an oppofition to an interefl: long efta- 
bliihed, — ftrong by nature, — more fo by un- 
controuled cuuom. — This is verified every 
hour in the ftruggles for mafl;ery betwixt 
the principles of the world, the flefli and the 
d^vU ; — which fet up fo ftrong a confederacy, 
thatth^eis need otlall the helps which rea- 

H 4 fon 
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fon and chriftianity can oflfer to bring them 
down. 

But this contention is not that againft 
which fuch exhortations in the gofpel are le- 
velled; — for the Scripture mull be interpreted 
by Scripture, and be made coniiitent with 
itfelf. — And we find the diilinguifliing marks 
and dodlrines, by Avhich all men were to know 
who were ChriiVs difciples, — was that bene- 
volent frame of mind towards all our fellow- 
creatures, which, by itfelf, is a fufficient fecu- 
rity for the particular fecial duty hererecom- ^ 
jnended ; — lb i'ar from meditations of war;-T- 
for love thinketh no evil to his neighbour; 
— -fo far from doing any, it harbours not 
the leaft thought of it ; — but on the contrary, 
rejoices with them that rejoice, and weeps 
w^ith them that weep. 

This debt chriftianity has highly exalted ; 
though it is a debt that we were fenlible 
of before, and acknowledged to be owed to 
human nature, — which, as we all partake of, 
— fo ought we to pay it in a fuitable refpedt. 
— For, as men, we are allied together in the 
natural bond of brotherhood, and are 
members one of another. — We have the 
fame Father in heaven, who made us and 
takes care of us all. — Our earthly ex- 
traction too is nearer alike, than the pride of 
the world cares to be reminded of: — for 
Adam was the father of us all, and Eve the 
mother of all living. — The prince and the 
beggar fprung from the fame ftocks, as widfe 
afunderas the branches are.~So that, initbis 
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view, the moft upftart family may vie anti-" 
quity, and compare families with the greateft 
monarchs. — We are all formed too of the 
iame mould, and muft equally return to the 
fame duft. — So that, to love our neighbour, 
and live quietly with him, is to live at peace 
with ourlelves. — He is but felf-niultiplied, 
and enlarged into another form ; and to be 
unkind or cruel to him, is but, as Solomon 
obferves of the unmerciful, to be cruel to our 
own flefli. — As a farther motive and engage- 
ment to this peaceable commerce with each 
other, — God has placed us all in one another's 
power by turns, — in a condition of mutual 
need and dependence. There is no man fo 
liberally flocked with earthly blcffings, as to 
be able to live without another man's aid. — 
God, in his wifdom, has fo difpenfed his gifts, 
in various kinds and meafures, as to render 
US helpful, and make a focial intercourfe in- 
difpenfable. — ^The prince depends on the la- 
bour and ihduflry of the peafant ; — and the 
^vealth and honour of the greatefl perfons are 
fed and fupported from the fame fource. 

This the Apoflle hath elegantly fet forth to 
us by the familiar refemblance of the natural 
body ; — wherein there are many members, 
and all have not the fame office; biitthe dif- 
ferent faculties and operations of each, are 
for the ufe and benefit of the whole.— The 
eye fees not for itfelf, but for the other mem- 
bers;— and is fet up as a light to direct 
theto : — The 'feet ferve to fupport and carry 
nbout the>(Jtli0f*partsr/ and the hands ntt 
' •" aud 
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and labour for them all. It is the &me iti 
iiates, and kingdoms, wherein there are many 
members, yet each in their feveral fund;ion$ 
a-nd employments ; — which, if peaceably dif* 
charged, are for the harmony of the 
whole ftate. —Some are eyes and guides to 
the blind ; — others feet to the lame and im* 
potent ;— fome to fupply the place of the 
head, to aflift with council and diredtion ; — 
others the hand, to be ufeful by their labour 
and induftry, — To make this link of depend- 
ence ftili ftronger, — there is a great portion 
of mutability in all human affairs, to make 
benignity of temper not only our duty, but 
our intereft and wifdom.— There is no eondi* 
tion in life fo fixed and permanent as to be 
out of danger, or the reach of change : — and 
we all may depend upon it, that we Ihall take 
our turns of wanting and defiring. — By how 
many unforfeen caufes may riches take wing ! 
—The crowns of princes may be fliaken, and 
the greateft that ever awed the world have 
experienced what the turn of the wheel can 
do. That which hath happened to one man, 
may befal another ; and, therefore, that ex- 
cellent rule of our Saviour's ought to govern 
us in all our actions, — Whatfoever ye would 
that men fliould do to you, do you alfo to 
them likewife. — Time and chance happen 
to all; — and the mofl affluent may be ftript of 
all, and find his worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from him»-— Svre 
nothing can better becpHift ^s^^rth^n hejarts {q 

lull of our depepdence: a^-tfe^j9SierftQ\if:i|^Hb 
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iriercy, and pity, and good-will towards man* 
kind. To exhort us to this is, in other words, 
to exhort us to follow peace with all men :— 
the fii-ft is the root, — this the fair fruit and 
happy produ6l t)f it. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, in the 
bowels of mercy, Jet jas put away anger, 
and malice, and evil fpeaking ; — let us fly ail 
clamour and ftrife ; — let us be kindly aj(Fe6led 
one to another, — ^^follpwing p^ace with all men, 
^nd holinefs, that we may fee the Lord. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, 
^rough th^ merits pf his Son, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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ST. JOHN, T. 39. • 

Search the Scnptutes. 

» 

1 HAT things of the moft ineftimable ufe 
and value, for want of du6 application and 
Itudy laid out upon them, may be palTed by 
imregarded, nay, even looked upon with cold- 
uefs and averfion, is a truth too evident to 
need enlarging on. — Nor is it lefs certain 
that prejudices, contradled b}^ an unhappy 
education, will fometimcs fo ilop up all the 
paffages to our hearts, that the mod amiable 
objects can never find accefs, or bribe us by 
all their charms into jultice and inipartiahty. 
— It would be palling the tendereft refle<Slion 
upon the age we live in, to fay it is owing to" 
one of thefe, that thofe ineftimable books, the 
Sacred Writings, meet fo often with a dif» 
lelifh (what makes the accufajtion almoft in- 
credible) amongft perfons who fet up for meh 
of tafte and delicacy ; who pretend to be 
charmed with what they call beauties and" 
nature in claffical authors, and in other thing*' 
would blufli not to be reckoned amongft 
found and impartial critics.-^But fo fat-bm^ 
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negligence and prepofleffiou ftopped their 
ears againft the voice of the charmer, that 
they turn over thofe awful facred pages 
with inattention -and an unbecoming indifter- 
ence, unatFe6led amidlt ten thoufand lublime 
and noble paffages, which, by the rules of. 
found cri:ticiftn and reafon, may be demon-, 
llrated to be truly eloquent and beautiful. 

Indeed the opinion of falfe. Greek and 
barbarous language, in the old and New 
Teftament, had, for fome ages, been a ftum- 
bling-block to another fet of men, who were 
profeffedly . great readers arid admirers of tlic 
ancientSi-r-The Sacred Writings were, by 
tliefe perfons, rudely attacked on all (ide^: 
exprellions which came not within the com- 
pafs of their lekming, were branded with bar- 
bariftn and folecifm ; words which fcarce fig- 
niiied any thing but the ignorance of thofc 
who laid fuch groundlefs charges on them. 
•— Prefumptuous man ! — Shall he, who is but* 
dull and afhes, dare to find fault with tlie 
wordj^ of that Beiug, who firft infpired man 
with language, and taught his mouth to utter; 
—who opened the lips of the dumb, and 
made the infant eloquent ! — Thefe peifons, 
as they attacked the infpired writings on the 
foot of critics and men of learnings accoi'd- 
ingly have been treated as fuch : — and tho' 
a ihorter way might have been gone to work,: 
vhich was,— rthat as their accufations reached 
no farther than the bare ; words and phrafe- 
Cjlogvof the Bible> they, in no wife, affeded. 
^e teotimeaf^ ^ud: ^oundnefst of ]th$ dodrii^^^ 
iu which 



trhich were conveyed with as much clearne£i 
and perfpicuity to mankind^ as they covM 
have been, had the language been Written 
with the utmoft elegance and grammatical 
nicety. And even though the charge of bar-** 
barmis idioms could be made out ;-— yet the 
caufe of chriftianity was thereby no ways 
affedled, but remained juft in the ftate they 
found it.- — Yet, unhappily for them, they e^^en 
ittifcarried in their favourite point;— there 
being few, if any at all, of the Scripture ex-^' 
preffions, which may not be juftified by num- 
bers of parallel modes of fpeaking, made nfe 
df amongft the pureft and- moil authentic 
Greek authors. — This, an able hand amongfb 
us, not Many years ago, has fu^eiently made 
ottty and thereby baffled and erpofed all 
their prefumptions and ridiculous affertions/ 
■^Tbefe perfons, bad and deceitful: as they 
were, are yet far outgone by a third fob of 
isien. — 'I wifli we had not too many infilances- 
of tliem, who, like foul ilomachs, that tvttti 
the fweeteft food to bittemefe, upon all oc^ 
cafidn^ endeavour to make merry with feared 
Scripture, and turn every thing they lAeet- 
with therein into banter and burleftjue^r-*'. 
But as men of this ftamp, by their? excefs^o^ 
wickednefe and weaknefs together^ have eft- 
tifrely diikrmed us from arguing with: them 
ad reafo^able creatures, it is not only trtafcirtg 
tliem tOd confiderable, but likewifeto'-Wtf- 
purpofe to fpend much time about theift^^^ 
they being, in the language of tlie Ap<yftJe^> 
ofeaturtfg'of no widerH^uiding, peaking evit 
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of things they know not, and (hall utterijr 

J>erilh in theit own corruption. — Of thefe two 
aft, the one is difqualilieci for being argued 
with, and the other iias no occaiion for it ; 
they being aheady filenced. — Yet thofe that 
were firft mentioned, may not altogether b* 
thought unworthy of our endeavours ;— be^ 
ing perfons, as was hinted above, who, though 
their taftes are fo far vitiated that they (^n^* 
not reliih the Sacred Scriptures, yet hftvA 
imaginations capable of being mifed by the 
fancied excellencies of claifical writers. — And 
indeed thefe perfons claim from* us fome de^ 
gree of pity, when, through the unfkiliiilneA 
of preceptors in their youth, or fome other 
unhappy circumftance in their education, 
they have been taught to form falfe and 
wretched notions of good writing. — When 
this is the cafe, it is no wonder they ftiould bt 
more touched and affetted with the dreffed- 
up trifles and empty conceits of poets and 
rhetoricians, than they are with that true fub- 
limity and grandeur of fentiment which glow 
throjughout every page of the infpired writ* 
ings. — By way of intbrmation, fuch (liould 
be inftrudted ; — * ' 

There are two fwts of eloquence, the om 
indeed fcarce deferves the name of it, wbidl 
coniifis chiefly in laboured and poliflied pe^ 
nods, an over-curious and artificial arraflgei- 
raent of figures, tinfel'd over with a g*edjr 
embellirhment of words, which glitter^ but 
convey little or no light to tht underft^mJi 
ing. — This ki«d of writing is for the m^pait 

much 



IIS SERMON XLH. 

much afFe6led and admired by the people 
of weak judgment and vicious tafte, but is a 
piece of affedtation and formality the facred 
writers are utter ftrangei's to. — It is a vain 
and boyilh eloquence ; and as it has always 
been eftecmed below the great geniufes of 
all ages, fo much more fo, with refpecl to 
thofe writers who >verc actuated by the fpirit 
of infinite wifdom, and therefore wrote with 
that force and majelty with which never man 
writ,- — The otiier fort of eloquence is quite 
the reverie to this, and which may be faid to 
be the true chara(ilcriitic of the holy Scrip- 
tures; where the excellence does not arife 
•from a laboured and far-fetched elocution, 
but from a furpriiing mixture of fimplicity 
and majiefty, which is a double charad:er, fo 
difficult to be united, that it is feldoip to be 
met with in compofitions merely hunvan.— - 
We fee nothing m holy writ of atfectatioa 
and fuperfiuous ornament. — As the infinite 
wife Being has condefcended to ftoop to our 
language, thereby to convey to us the hght 
of revelation, fo has he been pleafed gra- 
cioufly to accommodate, it to us with the 
mofl natural and graceful plaiunefs it would 
admit of. — Now, it is obfervable that the 
moil excellent prophane authors, whether 
Greek or Latin, lofe moll of their graces 
ovhenevet we find them literally tranflated. — 
Homer's famed reprefentation of Jupiter, ia 
his firft book; — his cried-up defcription of 
a ;t¥^pe(l ;— bis relation of Neptune's (hakiog 
|J)e|€iad:thr and opjeniog it to its centre i^-^jm 

defcriptLon 
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defcription of Pallas's horfes ; with numbers 
of other long-iince admired paflages,— flag, 
and almofl vauifli away, . in the vulgar Latin 
tranflation. 

Let any one but take the pains to read the 
common Latin interpretation of Virgil, The- 
ocritus, or even of Pindar, and one may ven- 
ture to affirm he will be able to trace out but 
few remains of the graces which charmed him 
fo much in the originaL-^The natural con- 
clufion from hence is, that in the claffical au- 
thors> the expreliion, the:fweetnefs of the 
numbers, .occafioned by a mufical placing 
of words, conftitute a great part of their 
beauties ; — whereas, in the Sacred Writings, 
they confift more in the greatnefs of the things 
themfelves, than in the words and exprellions. 
— The ideas and conceptions are fo great 
and lofty in their own nature, that they ne- 
ceflarily appear magnificent in the moft art- 
lefs drefs. — Look but into the Bible, aad we 
fee them flhine through the moft fimple and 
literal tranflations. — That glorious ^ defcrip- 
tion which Mofes gives of the creation of the' 
heavens and the earth, which Longinus, the 
beft critic the eaftern world ever produced, 
Mas fo juftly taken with, has not loll the leaft 
whit of its jntrinfic worth ; and though it has 
undergone fo many tranilations, yet triumphs 
over all, and breaks forth with as much force 
aod vehemence as in the original. — Of this 
ftamp are numbers of paflages throughout 
the. lScriptures;—inftance, that celebrated de- 
kv^Qv^^oi^R tGi^pc&> in the hundred anc^ 
ti voi. IT. I feventh 



114 SERMON XLIL 

feventh pfalm; thofe beautiful refledlions of 
holy Job, upon the ihortnefs of life, and in« 
flability of human affaii^s, fo judiciouilj ap-^ 
pointed by our church in her office for the 
burial of the dead ; — that lively defcription of 
a horfe of war, in the thirty-ninth eliapter of 
Job, in which, from the 19th to the 26th verfe^ 
there is fcarce a word which does not merit 
a particular explication to difplay the beau- 
ties of. — I might add to thefe, thofe tender 
and pathetic expoilulations with the children 
of lirae]^ which run throughout all the pro* 
phets, which the moft uncritical reader can 
icarce help being afFedled with. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalero, and 
men of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
and my vineyai'd : — Wliat could have been 
done more to my vineyard that I have not 
cdone ?— ^wherefore, when I expelled that it 
ihould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 
wild grapes? — and yet, ye fay, the way of 
the Lord is unequal. — Hear now, O houfe of 
Ifrael,--is not my way equal? — are not your 
ways unequal? — have I any pleafure at all 
that the wicked iliould die, and not that he 
ihould return from his ways and live? — I 
have nouriflied and brought up children, and 
they have rebelled againft me. — ^The ol 
knows his owner, and the afs his mafter's 
crib;-^but Ifrael doth not know, my peiopte 
doth not . con fider.*— There is nothing in all 
the eloquence of the heathen wortd aom^ 
parable to the vivacity and tendernefe ol^ 
thefe reproaches; — there is fomething in t|MUd^ 

. -z .JO .' fo 
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fo tlioroughly affecting, and fo noble and 
fubliiTie withal, that one might challenge 
the writings of the moft celebrated orators of 
antiquity to produce any thing like them. 
— Thefe obfervations upon the fuperiority 
of the infpired penmen to heathen ones, in 
that which regards the compofition more 
confpicuoufly, hold good when they are oon* 
fidcred upon the foot of hiftorians. — Not to 
mention that prophane hiftories give an ac* 
count Only of human achievements and tem- 
poral events, which, for the moft part, are 
lb full of uncertainty and cohtradi6lionS| 
that we are at a lofs where to feek for tmth ; 
*— but that the facrcd hiftory is the hiftory 
of God himfelf, — the hiftory of his omnipo- 
tence and infinite wifdom, his univerfal pro* 
vidence, hisjuftice and mercy, and all hi*, 
other attributes, difplayed under a thoufand 
diifeteht forms, by a feries of the moft vari- 
ous and wonderful events that ever happened 
to afly nation, or language: — not to infift 
upon this vifible fuperiority in facred hiftory, 
—there is yet another undoubted excel- 
lence the prophane hiftorians feldom arrive 
at, which is almoft the diftinguifhing cha- 
ra<fter, of the facred ones ; namely, that un- 
affected, artlefs manner of relating hiftorical 
facfts,-^ which is fo intirely of a piece with 
iSt'^ery other part of the holy writings. — What 
ltti&?m will be beft made out by a few in*- 
fiances. — In the hiftory of Jofeph (which 
certainly is told with the greateft variety of 
beautiful and affediing circumftances), when 
— -• I 2 Jofeph 
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Jofeph makes himfelf known, and weeps 
aloud upon the neck of his dear brothei* 
Benjamhi, that all the houfe of Pharaoh heard 
him ; at that inftant, none of his brethren 
are introduced as uttering aught, either to 
exprefs their prefent jo}^ or palliate their for-^ 
iner injuries to him. — On all lides, there im- 
mediately enfues a deep and folemn filence; 
- — a filence infinitely more eloquent ahd ex- 
preilive, than any thing* elfe could have been 
iubllituted in its place. Had Thucydides, 
Herodotus, Livy, or any of the celebrated 
clalfical hillorians, been employed in writing 
this hiftory, when they came to this point, 
they would, doubtlels, have exhaufted all 
their fund of eloquence iuibniilhing Jofeph's 
brethren with laboured and lludied ha- 
rangues; which, however fine they might 
have been in themfelves, would neyertheleft 
have been unnatural, and altogether impro- 
per on the occafion.— For when fuch ft va- 
xiety of contrary paflions broke in upon them» 
r— what tongue was able to utter theirj hur- 
ried and diftra6ied tlioughte? — Wl>en re- 
morfe, furprife, Ihame, joy, and gratitude 
ftruggled together in their bofoms^ how tjp- 
^loquently would their lips ha^e performed 
their duty ? — how unfaithfull}^ their tongues 
have fpoken the language of their hearts ?— * 
In this^rafe, filence was truly eloquent and 
natural, and tears expreffed what oratory was 
incapable of. . ^ 

If ever thefe perfbns I have been addreff- 
ing myfelf to, can be perfuaded to follow the 

advicp 
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advice in the text, of fearching the Scriptures, 
— the work of their falvatibn will be begun' 
upon its true foundation.— For, firft, the^ 
will inTenfibly be led to admire the beauti* 
ful propriety of their language : — when a fa- 
vourable opinion' is conceived of this, next,: 
they will more clofely attend to the good- 
nefs of the moral, and the purity and 
foundnefs of the do6lrines. — The pleafure of 
reading will ftill be increafed, by that near 
concern which they will find themfclves to' 
have in thofe many important truths, which 
they will fee fo clearly demonftrated in the 
Bible, that grand charter of our eternal hap- 
pinefs. — It is the fate of mankind, too often, 
to feem infenfible of what they may enjoy at 
the eafieft rate. — What might not our neigh- 
bouring Romifli countries, who groan under 
the yoke of popiili impofitions and prieft-* 
cmft, what might not thofe poor mifguided 
creatures give, for the happinefs which we 
know not how to value, — of being born \w a' 
country where a church is eftabliflied by our 
laws, and encouraged by our princes ;-«-which 
not only allows the free ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures, but even exhorts and invites us to it ; 
— a church that is a ftranger to tlife tricks and- 
artifice or having the Bible in an unknown 
tongue, to give the greater latitude to the de- 
figns of the clergy, in impofing their own 
trumpery, and foifting in whatever may beft 
ferve to aggrandize themfelves, or enflavethe 
the wretches committed to their truft ? — -In 
fliort, our religion was not given us to raife 

I 3 our 
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oor imaginations with ornaments of; words, 
or ftrokes qf eloquence; but tp purify <)ur 
hearts^ and lead; us into the paths of righteauC- 
n€&. — However, not to defend ourfe^ves,--* 
when the attack is principally levelled at this 
point, — Height give occaliour.to our adverfa- 
ries to triumph, and charge us either with 
negligence or inability. — It is well known 
how willing the enemies of our religion are 
to feek occafions againft us ; — how ready to 
magnify every mote in our eyes to the bignels 
of a beam ; how eager, upon the leall default, 
to mfult and cr}^ out,— -There, there ! fo would 
we have it: — not, perhaps, that we are fo much 
the fubje6t of malice and averfion, but that 
the licentious age feems bent upon bring- 
ing chriftianity into difcredit at any rate; 
and rather than mifs the aim, would ftrike 
through the lidqs of thofe that are fent to 
teach it— Thank God, the truth of our holy 
religion is eftabliflied with fuch ftrong evi- 
dence, that it refts upon a foundation never 
to be overthrown, either by the open aflaults 
or cunning devices of wicked and defigning 
men. — ^The part we have to acS;, is to be Hea- 
dy, fober, and vigilant ; to be ready to every 
good work ; to reprove, rebuke, and exhort 
with all long-fuflfering ; to give occafion of 
offence to no man; that, with well-doing, 
we may put to fdence the ignorance pf fool- 
iih men^ 

I (hall clofe^aU. with, that excfilienl coUp<9i 

of our church :-f ?f -- 
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Bleffed Lord, who haft caufed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning,— 
grant that we may in fuchwife hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeft them, 
that, by patience and comfort of thy holy 
word^ we may embrace, and ever hold faft 
the bleffed hope of everlafting life, which 
thou haft given us in thy Son, our Saviour, 
Jefus Chrift. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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rsALM xcr, 6, 7* . 

O come let us worfhip and fall dpwn before him :-^or he is the? 

Lord our God.-— 

In this pfalm we find holy David taken up 
with the pious contemplation of God's infi" 
nite power, majefty, and greatnefs :— he con- 
fiders him as the fovereign Lord of the whole 
earth, the maker and fupporter of all things ; 
— that by him the heavens were created, and 
all the hoft of them ; that the earth was 
wifely fafliioned by his hands ; — he has 
founded it upon the feas, and eftabliflied it 
upon the floods : — that we like wife, the peor 
pie of his paflure, were raifed up by the fame 
creating hand, from nothing, to the dignity 
of rational creatures, made, with refped; to 
our reafon and underflanding, after his own 
moft perfect image. 

It was natural to imagine that fuch a con- 
templation would light up a Hame of devotion 
in any grateful man's breafl ; and accord- 
ingly we find it break forth in the words of 
the text, in a kind of religious rapture : 

O come let us worfliip and fall down be- 
fore him : — for he is the Lord our God. 

Sure never exhortation to prayer and wor- 
fhip can be better enforced than upon this 
principle, — that God is the caufe and creator 

of 
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of all things ; — that each individual being is 
upheld in the ftation it was.firft placed, by the 
fame hand which fii-ft formed it ;— that all 
the bleifings and advantages, which are he- 
ceflfary to the happincfs and welfare of beings 
on ^arth, are only to be derived from the 
fame fountain ; — and that the only way to do 
it, is to fecure an intereft in his favour, by a 
grateful expreffion of our fenfe for the bene- 
fits we have received, and a humble depend- 
ence upon him for thofe we expecft and fland 
in want of. — Whom have we in heaven, fays 
the Pfalmift, but thee, O God, to look unto 
or depend on ? — to whom fliall we pour out 
our complaints, and fpeak of all our wants 
and neceffities, but to thy goodnefs which is 
ever willing to confer upon us whatever be- 
comes us to a(k, and thee to grant ? — becaufe 
thou haft promifed to be nigh unto all that 
call upon thee, — yea, unto all fuch as call 
upon thee faithfully ; — that thou wilt fulfil 
the defire of them that fear thee, that thou 
wilt alfo hear their cry, and help them. 

Of all duties, prayer certainly is the 
fweeteft and moft eafy. — There are fome du- 
ties which may feem to occafion a trouble- 
fome oppofiticn to the natural workings of 
flefli and blood ; — fuch as the forgivenefs of 
injuries, and the love ot our enemies ; — others 
which will force us unavoidably into a per- 
petual ftruggle with our paflions, — which war 
ftgainft the foul ;— fuch as chaftity, — tempe- 
rance,— humility.— There are other virtues, 
which feem to bid us forget our prefent in- 

terett 
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terelt for a while, — fuch as charity and gene- 
rofity ; — others, that teach us to forget it at 
all times, and wholly to fix our affeddons on 
things above, and in no circumftance to a<9; 
like men that look for a continuing city here, 
but vipon one to come, whofe builder and 
mak^r is God. — But this duty of prayer and 
thankfgiving to God — has no fuch oppofir 
tions to encounter ; — it takes no bullock out 
of thy field, — no horfe out of thy ftable, — nor 
he-goat out of thy fold ; — it cofteth no weari- 
nefs of bones, no untimely watchings ; — it re- 
quir^.th no ftrength of parts, or painful ftudy, 
but juft to know and have a true fenfe of our 
dependence, and of the mercies by which we 
are upheld : — and with this, in every place 
and pofture of body, a good man may lift up 
his foul unto the Lord his God. 

Indeed as to the frequency of putting this 
duty formally in pra6tice, as the precept mull 
ueceflarily have varied according to the dif- 
ferent ftations in which God has placed us ; 
— fo he has been pleafed to determine no- 
thing precifely concerning it : — for, perhaps, 
it would be unreafonable to expedt that the 
day-labourer, or he that fupports a numerous 
family by the fweat of his brow, Ihould fpeijd 
as much of his time in devotion, as the man 
of leifure and unbounded wealth.— This, 
however, in the general may hold good, that 
we are bound to pay this tribute to God, as 
often as his providence has put an opportu- 
nity into our hands of fo doing ; — provided 
that no plea, drawn from the necelTary atten- 
tions 
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tions to the affairs of the world, which raaoy 
men's fituations obUge them to, maj be fup- 
pofed to extend to an exemption from paying 
their morning and evening lacrifice to Gpd,— : 
For it feems to be the leaft that can be done 
to anfwer the demand of our duty in this 
point, fucceffively to open and flint up the day 
in prayer and thankfgi ving : — fince there is not 
a morning thou rifeft, or a night thou liefl 
down, but thou art indebted for it to the 

watchful providence of Almighty God. 

David and DanieK whofe names are recorded 
m Scripture for future example : — the firft, 
though a mighty king, embarrafled with wars 
abroad, and unnatural difturbances at home ; 
a fituation, one would think, would allow 
httle time for any thing but his own and his 
kingdom's fafety — ^yet found he leifiire to pray 
/even times a day : — the latter, the counfellor 
and firft minifter of ftate to the great Nebu- 
chadnezzar; and, though perpetually fa- 
tigue^l with the affairs of a mighty kingdom, 
and the government of the whole province of 
Babylon, which was committed to his admi- 
niftration ; — though near the perfon of an 
idolatrous king, and amidft the temptations of 

a luxurious court, ^yet never neglected he 

his God ; but, as we read, — he kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks before him. 

A frequent correfpondence with heaven, 

by prayer and devotion, is the greateft nou- 

rifliment and fupport of fpiritual life :— it 

' : keeps 
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keeps the fetife of a God warm and lively 
within us,^-^ — \vhich fecures pur difpofition, 
and fets Aich guards over us, that hardly 

will a temptation prevail againft us. Who 

can entertain a bafe or an impure thought, 
or think of executing it, who is inceflantly 
converfmg with his God ? — or not defpife 
every temptation this lower world can offer 
him, when by his conftant addrefTes before 
the throne of God's majefty, he brings the 
glorious profpedt of heaven perpetually be- 
fore his eyes ? 

I cannot help here taking notice of the 
dodlrine of thofe who would refolve all de- 
votion into the inner man, and think that 
there is nothing more requifite to exprefs our 
reverence to God, but purity and integrity 

of heart, unaccompanied either with 

words or actions. — To this opinion it may be 
juftly anfwered, that, in the prefent ftate we 
are in, we find fuch a ftrong fympathy and 
union between our fouls and bodies, that the 
one cannot be touched or fenfibly affected, 
without producing fome correfponding emo- 
tion in the other. — Nature has affigned a difn 
ferent look, tone of voice, and gefture pecu-^ 
liar to every paflion and affection we are fub- 
jed; to ; and, therefore to argue againft this 
ftrift correfpondence which is held between 
our fouls and bodies, — is difputing againft 
the frame and mechanifm of human nature. 
— We are not angels, but men cloathed with 
their bodies, and, in fome meafure, governed 

7 by 
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oiir imaginations, that we- have need of all 
thefe external helps which nature has made 
the interpreters of our thoughts, — And, no 
doubt, tliough a virtuous and a good life are 
more acceptable in the fight of God, th^^n 
either prayer or thankfgiving ; — for behold, 
to obey is better than facrifice, and to 
hearken, than the fat of rams ; — neverthelefs, 
as the one. ought to be done, fo the other 
ought not, by any means, to be left undone* 
—As God is to be obeyed, — fo he is to be 
worflupped alfo.— For, although inward 
holineis and integrity of: heart is the ulti- 
mate end of the divine difpenfations ; 

yet external religion is a certain means of 

promoting it. -Each of them has itS; juft 

bounds; — and therefore as we would not be 
fo carnal as merely to reft contented with the 
one, — fo neither can we pretend to be fo fpi-- 
ritual as to negled; the other. 

And though God is all-wife, and therefore 
underftands our thoughts afar off, — and 
knows the exadl degrees of our love and re- 
verence to him^ though we iliould withhold 
thofe outward marks of it ; — ^yet God him- 
felf has been gmcioufly pleafed to command 
us to pray tq him ; — that we might beg the 
the affiftance of his grace to work witli 
us againft our own intirmities ; — that wei 
might acknowledge him to be, what he is, 
the fupreme Lord of the whole world ; — that 
we might teftify the fenle wc have of all hh 
mercies and loving kindnefs to us, — and eon- 

fefij 



ii6 SERMON XLffl. 

fefs that he has the propriety of every thing 
\ve 6njoy, — that the earth is the Lord's, and 
the fulnefs thei*eof. 

Thus much of this duty of prayer in gene- 
ral.— From every individual it may be rea- 
fonibJy expe6led, from a bar6 reflection upon 
his own ftation, his perfonal wants, and the 
daily bleffings which he has received in par- 
ticular ; — but^ for thofe bleffings beftowed 
upon the whole fpecies in common, — rcafon 
fefenis further to require, that a joint return 
fliould be made by as many of tlie fpecies aS 
can conveniently afliemble together for thisi 
religious pwrpofe.-^From hence arifes, like- 
wife, the reafonablenefs of public worfliip, 
and facred places fet apart for that piirpofe j 
without which, it would be very difficult to 
preferve that fenfe of God and religion upon 
the miiids of men, which is fo necefiary to 
their well-being, conddered only as a civil fo-* 
oiety, and with regard to the purpofes of this 
life, and the influence which fi'juft feiife of it 
mufi have upon their adlions. — Befidies, men 
who are united in focieties, can have nd 
other cement to unite them likewife in reli-»b 
giotis ties, as well as in manners of worfliip 
and points of faith, but the inftitution of fb* 
lemn times and public places deftined for that 
tife. 

And it is not to be queftioned, that if thd 
time, as well as place for ferving Cod, wer* 
once coniidered as indifferent, and left fo 
far to every man's choice as to have no call* 
to public prayer, however a fenfe of religion 

might 
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might be preferred a while by a few fpecula- 
tive men, yet that the bulk of mankind would 
lofe all knowledge of it, and in time live 
without God in the world. — Not that pri- 
vate prayer is the lefs our duty, the contrary 
of which is proved above; and our Saviout 
fays, that when we pray to God in fecret, we 
(hall be rewarded openly ; — but that prayers 
which are publicly offered up in God's houfe, 
tend more to the glory of God, and the be- 
nefit of ourfelves : for this reafon, that 

they are . prefumed to be performed with 
greater attention and ferioufnefs, and there- 
rare fnoft likely to be heard with a more fa- 
vourable acceptance. — And for this one 
might appeal to every man's breaft, whether 
he has not been aifed;ed with the moft ele- 
vated pitch of devotion, when he gave thanks 
in the great congregation of the laints^ and 
praifed God amongft much people ^'—^ — Of 
this united worfliip there is a glorious de- 
fcription which St. John gives us, in the Re- 
velations, where he fuppofes the whole uni- 
verfe joining together, in their feveral capa- 
cities, to give gJory in this manner to their 
conimon Lord. — Every creature which was 
in heaven, and on earth, arid under the earthy 
and fuch j^s were in the feas, and all that 
were in them, heard I, crying, — Blefling, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that fitteth upon the throne. 

But here it may be afked, that if public 
Worlhip tends fo much to promote the glory 

of 
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of God, — and is what is fo indifpenfably the 
duty: and benefit of every chriilian ftate^ 

r how came it to jiafs, that our bleffed 

Saviour left no command to his followers, 
throughout the gofpel, to fet up public places 
of worfliip, and keep them lacred for that 

purpofe ? It may be anfwered, — that 

the neceffity of fctting apart places for 
divine worlhip, and the holinefs of them 
when thus fet apart, fecmed already to have 
been fo well eftabliihed by former revelation, 
as not to need any exprefs precept upo,n that 
fubjedl : — for though the particular appoint- 
ment of the temple, and the confinement of 
worfliip to. that place alone, w^ere only tem- 
porary parts of the Jewilh covenant ; yet 
the neceffity and duty of having places fome- 
where folemnly dedicated to God carried a 
moral reafon with, it, and therefore was not 
aboliflied with the ceremonial part of the 
law. — Our Saviour came not to deftroy, but to 
fulfil the law ; — and therefore the moral pre- 
cepts of it, which promoted a due regard to the 
divine Majefty, remained in as full force as 
ever. — iVnd accordingly we find it attefted, 
both by chriftian and heathen writers, that fo 
foon as the fecond century, when the nunaber 
of believers was much increafed, and the cir- 
cumftanccs of rich converts enabled them to 
do it, — that they began to erect edifices for 
divine worfliip ; — and though, uncler -the 
frowns and oppreffion of the civil power, they 
every Sabbath aflfembled themfelves therein, 

that 
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that with oueJbaad and one lip they might 
declare whofe they were, and whom they 
Served, and as the fervants of one Lord, 
might offer up their joint prayers and peti- 
tions. 

I wifli there was no reafon to lament an 
abatement of this religious zeal amongii 
chriflians of later days. — Though the piety of 
■our forfefathers feems, in a great meafure, to 
have deprived us of the merit of building 
churches for the fervice of God, there can be 
no fuch plea for not frequenting them in a 
regular and folemn manner.^ — How often do 
people abfent themfelves (when in the ut- 
iDoil diftrefs how to difpofe of themfelves) 
from church, even upon thofe days which ai-e 
fet apart for nothing elfe but the worftiip of 
God ; — when, to trifle that day away, or ap*- 
ply any portion of it to fecular concerns, 
is a facrilege almoft in the literal fenfe of the 
word. 

From this duty of public prayer arifes ano- 
ther, which I cannot help fpeaking of, it be- 
ing fo dependent uponjt ; — I mean a ferious, 
devout, and refpedlful behaviour, when we 
are performing this folemn duty in the houfe 
of God. — ^This is furely the leaft that can 
be neceffary in the immediate prefence of the 
Sovereign of the world, upon whofe accept-, 
ance of our addrefles all our prefent and fu-r 
ture happinefs depends. 

External behaviour is the refult of inward 
reverence, and is therefore part of our duty 

VOL. IV. - K X^ 
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to God, whom we are to worfliip in body as 
well as fpirit. 

And as no one fliould be wanting in out- 
ward refpe6l and decorum before an earthly 
prince or fuperior, much lefs fliould we be fo 
before him, whom the heaven of heavens can- 
not contain. 

Notwithftanding the obvioufnefs of this 
branch of dutv, — it feems often to be little 
underftood ;--~and whoever will lake a general 
furvey of church behaviour, will often meet 
with fcenes of fad variety. — What a voin of inr 
dolence and indevotion fometimes feems to 
run throughout whole congregations !— ^-what 
ill-timed pains do fome take in putting on an 
air of gaiety and indifference in the moil in*- 
terefting parts of this duty, — even when they 
are making confelfion of their fins, as if they 
were afliamed to be thought ferious with 
their God I — Surely, to addrefs ourfelvea to 
his infinite Majefty after a negligent and dif- 
palfionate manner, befides the immediate in- 
dignity offered, it is a fad fign we little cob-? 
jfidcr the bleffmgs we aflc for, and far lefs de- 
ferve them. — Befides, what is a prayer, unlefs 
our heart and affections go along with it ? — It 
is not fo much as the fliadow of devotioD: 
and little better than the papifls telling their 
beads,---or honouring God with their lips^ 
when their hearts are fiir from him.-^The coOf 
fideration that a pcnfon is come to proftrate 
himfelf before the throne of high heavoiy^^Qd 
in that place which is particular] jr. 
guiflied by his prefence, is fufficient indt 
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ment for any one to watch over his imagina- 
tion, and guard againft the leaft appearance 
of levity and difreipeift. 

An inward fmcerity will of courfe influence 
the outward deportment ; but where the one 
i^ wanting, there is great reafon to fufpe^t 
the ablence of the other.— I own it is pofli- 
ble, and often happens, that this eternal 
garb of religion may be worn, when there is 
little within of a piece with it; — but I believe 
the converfe of the propolition can never hap- 
pen to be true, that a truly religious frame of 
mind ihould exift without Ibme outward 
mark of it. — The mind will Ihine through 
the veil of flefli which covers it, and naturally 
exprefs its religions difpofitions ; — and, if it 
poifefles the power of godlinefs, — will have 
the external torm of it too. 

May God grant ns to be defc<ftive in nei- 
ther,— but that we may fo praile and magnify 
God on earth, — that when he comcth, at the" 
laft day, with ten thoufand of his faints in 
heaven, to judge the world, wc may be par- 
takers of their eternal inheritance. Amen, ' 
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YUE WAYS OF PROVIDENCE JUSTIFIED TO 

MAN, 

PSALM LXXIII. Ity 13. 

Behold thcfe are the ungodly who profper in the world, they m<t 
crcafc in riches. 

Venly I have cleanfe4 my heart in vain, and wafhed my hands n^ 

innocency. 

1 HIS complaint of the Pfalmift's eoncenit 
ing thi3 promifcuous diftribution of God'si 
t)leffiiigs to the juft and unjuft, — that tbe fui\ 
lliould ftiine without diftincftion upon tho 
good and the bad,— and rains defcend upon, 
the righteous and unrighteous man, — is e^ 
fubjeft that has afforded much matter fo? 
inquiry, and at one time or other has raifed 
doubts to difliearten and perplex the minda 
of men. If the fovereign Lord of all the 
earth does look on, whence fo much diforder 
in the face of things ? — why is it permitted j^ 
that wife and good men fliovild be left often 
a. prey to fo many iniferies and diftreffes of 
life, — whilft the guilty and foolifti triumph 
in their offences, and even the tabernacles of 
robbers profper.? 

To this it is anfwered, — that therefore there 
is a future ftate of rewards and punifhmeota 
to take place after this life, wherein all thefil' 
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inequalities fhall be made even, where th6 
circumliances of every man'3 cafe fhall be 
confidered^ and where God Ihall be juftified 
in all his ways^ and every mouth lliall h& 
ftopt* 

If this was not fo> — if the ungodly were to 
profper in the world, and have riches in pof-* 
fellion,— and no diftindlion to be made here- 
after, — to what purpofe Avould it have been to 
have maintained our integrity ?— ^Lo ! then^ 
indeed, fliould I have cleanfed my heart in 
vain, and wafhed my hands in innocencyi 

It is farther faid, and what is a more direct 
anfwer to the point, ^that when God cre- 
ated man, that he might make him capable 
of receiving happinefs at his hands hereafter^ 
•—he endowed him with libertv and freedom 
of choice, without which he could not have 
been a creature accountable for his actions j 
•—that it is merely from the bad ufc he makes 
of thefe gifts, — that all thofe inftances of jrre- 
gularity do refult, upon which the complaint 
is here grounded, — which could no ways be 
prevented, but by the total fubverfion of hur 
toan liberty ; — that fliould God make bare 
his arm, and interpofe in every injuftice that 
is committed, — mankind might be faid to do 
what was right, — butj at the fame time, 
to lofe the merit of it, fincc they would a6t un- 
der force and neceffity, and not from the de-» 
terminations of their own mind ; — that upon 
(his fuppoiition^ — a man could with no more 
raafon exped; to go .to heaven for aids of tem- 
perance, juiticfiNk^jUQ^ywMutt^ 
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nature directed; — that God has dealt with 
man upon better terms; — he has firft endowed 

him with liberty and tree-will ; he has fat 

life and death, good and evil, before him ;— 
that he has given him faculties to find out 
%vhat will be the confequences of either way 
of acfting, and then left him to take which 
courfe his reafon and direction Ihall point 
out. 

-I fliall defill from enlarging any further 
upon either of the foregoing arguments in 
vindication of God's providence, which are 
urged fo often with fo much force and con- 
vii^tion, as lo leave no room for a reafonable 
reply ; — fmce the miferies which befel the 
good, and the feeming liappinefs of the 
wicked, could not be otherwiie in fuch a free 
ftate and condition as this in which we are 
placed. 

In all charges of this kind we generally 
take two things lor granted ; — 1ft, That in the 
inftances we give, we know certainly the good 
from the bad ; — and, 2dly, The refpedlive 
ftate of their enjoyments or fufferings. 

I fliall therefore, in the remaining part of 
my difcourfe, take up your time with a fhort 
inquiry into the difficulties of coming not 

only at the true characters of men, but 

likewife of knowing either the degrees of 
tlieir real happinefs or mifery in this life. 

The firft of thcfe will teach us candour in 
our judgment of others : — the fecond^ to 
which I (hall confine myfelf, will teach ushiH 
mility in our reafonings upon the wap>4)f 
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- t'or though the miferies of the good, and 
the profperity of the wicked, are not in ge*- 
neral to be denied ; — yet I fhall endeavour 
to fhewi, that the particular inftances we are 
apt to produce, when we cry out in the words 
of the Pfahnift, Lo ! thefe are the ungodly, 
■^-i-thefe profper, and are happy in the world ; 
— I fay, I fliall endeavour to fliew, that we 
are fo ignorant of the articles of the charge, — 
and the evidence we go upon to make them 
good is fo lame and defedlive, — as to be 
lufficient by itfelf to check all propenfity 
to expoftulate with God's providence, 
allowing there was na other way of clear- 
ing up the matter reconcileably to his attri- 
butes^ 

And, firft, — what certain and infallible 
marks have we of the goodnefs or badnefs of 
the bulk of mankind ? 

If we truft to fame and reports, — if they 
are good, how do we know but they may 
proceed from partial friend ihip or flat- 
tery ? — — when bad, from envy or ma- 
lice, from ill-natured furmifes and con- 
ftruAions of things? — and, on both fides, 
from fmall matters aggi-andized through mif- 
take, — and fometimes through the unlkilful 
relation of even truth itfelf? — From fome, or 
all of which caufes, it happens, that the cha- 
ra£lers of men, like the hillories of the Egyp- 
tians, are to be received and read with cau- 
' tion ; — they are generally drefled out and dif- 
figured with fo many dreams and fables, that 
every ordinary reader fliall not be able to dif-: 

K 4 tinguifh 
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tinguifli truth from falfehood. — But allowing 
thefe refle<!:l;ions to be too fevere in this mat- 
ter, — that no fuch thing as envy ever leffened 
a man's chara6ier, or malice blackened it ;-«^ 
yet the characters of men are not eafily pe- 
netrated, as they depend often upon the re- 
tired, unfeen parts of a man's life. — The bell 
and trueft piety is moft fecret, and the worft 
of a6lions, for different reafons, virill be fo too^ 
— Some men are modeft, and feem to take 
pains to hide their virtues ; and from a natu- 
ral diftance and referve in their tempers, 
fcarce fuffer their good qualities to be known: 
«— others, on the contrary, put in pra6tice a 
thoufand little arts to counterfeit virtue* 
which they have not, — the better to conceal 
thofe vices which they really have ; — and 
this under fair fliows of fanc^lity, good -na- 
ture, generofity, or fome virtue or other,— 
too fpecious to be feen through, — too amiable 
and difmtereftcd to be fufpecfted. — Thefe 
hints may be fufficieut to fliew how hard it 
is to come at the matter of fa6t : — but one 

* 

may go a ftep further, — and fay, that even 
that, in many cafes, could we come to the 
knowledge of it, is not fufficient by itfelf to 
pronounce a man cither good or bad-— There 
are numbers of circumftanees which attend 
every a6lion of a man's life, which can never 
come to the knowledge of the world,— *yet 
ought to be known,^ and Well weighed^ be- 
fore fentence with any juftice can be pafleA 
upon him. — A man may have different vifcW8^ 
aod a different fenfe of things from what bi^ 

jadgea 
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judges have ; and what he underftands and 
feels, and what pafles withm him, may be a 
fecret treafiired up deeply there for ever. — A 
man, through bodily infirmity, or feme com- 
plexional defecft, which perhaps is not in his 
power to corre(^.i, — may be fubje6l to inad- 
vertencies, — to ftarts — and unhappy turns of 
temper ; he may lay open to fnares he is not 
always aware of, or, through ignorance and 
want of information and proper helps, he 
may labour in the dark: — in all which cafes 
be may do many things which are wrong iri 
themfelves, and yet be innocent ; — at leafl 
an obje<3; rather to be pitied than cenfured 
with feverity and ill-will. — Thefe are diffi-' 
culties which ftand in every one's way in the 
forming a judgment of the charafters of 
others. — But, for once, let us fuppofe them 
afl to be got over, fo that we could fee the 
bottom of every man's heart; — let us' allow 
that the word rogue or honeft man was wrote 
fo legibly in every man's face, that no one 
could poffibly miftake it; — yet ftill the hap- 
pinefs of both the one and the other, which is 
the only faiSt that can bring the charge home, 
is what we have fo little certain knowledge of, 
—that, bating fome flagrant infl^ances, when- 
ever we venture to pronounce upon it, our de- 
ctfions are little more than random gnefles.*— 

For who can fearch the heart of man ? 1" ^ 

is treacherous even to ourfelves, and mud^ 
more likely to impofe upon other'*.—- Evei 
laughter (if you will believe Soloin ou) 
heart is forrowAil {■ ' " ^ 
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** ing, whilfl the countenance is gay t^^-^OML 
even he, who is the object of envy to thofe 
who look no further than the furiace of his 
eftate, — may appear at the fame time worthy 
of compaflion to thofe who know his private 
Teceffes. Befides this, a man's unhappinefs is 
not to be afcertained fo much from what is 

known to have befalleu him, as from his 

particular turn and caft of mind, and capa- 
city of bearing it. Poverty, exile, lofs of 

fame or friends, the death of children, the 
deareft of all pledges of a man s happinefs, 
make not equal imprellions upon every tem- 
per. — You will fee one man undergo, with 
icarce the expence of a ligh, — what anotherf 
in the bittcrnefs of his foul would go mourn- 
ing for all his life long : — nay, a hafty word, 
or an unkind look, to a foft and tender na- 
ture, will llrike deeper than a fword to the 
hardened and fenfelefs. — If thefe reflections 
hold true with regard to misfortunes, — they 
are the fame with regard to enjoyments : — ^ 
we are formed differently, — have diftbrent 
taftes and perceptions of things ;*— by the 
force of habit, education, or a particular caft 
of mind, — it happens that neither the ufe or 
pofleflion of the fame enjoyments and ad- 
vantages produce the fame happinefs and 
contentment;-^ — but that it differs in every 
man almofl according to his temper and com- 
plexion : — fo that the felf-fame happy acci- 
dents in life, which fhall give raptures to the 
choleric or fanguine man, fliall be received 
with indiflference by the cold and phlegma- 
tic; 
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tic; — and fo oddly perplexed are the ac- 
counts of both bumaij happinefs and mifery 
in this world,-— that trifles, light as air, fliall 
be able to make the hearts of feme men 
ling for joy ; — at the fame time that others, 
with real bleffings and advantages, without 
the power of uiing them, have their hearts 
heavy and difcontented. 

Alas ! if the principles of contentment 
are not within us, the height of ftation and 
worldly grandeur wrll as foon add a cubit to 
a man's Itature as to his happinefs. 

This will fuggelt to us how little a way we 
have gone towards the proof of any man's 
happinefs, — in barely faying, — Lo ! this man 
profpers in the world, — and this man has 
riches in poiTellion. 

When a man has got much above us^ we 
lake it for granted, — that he fees fome glori- 
ous profped:s, and feels fome mighty plea- 
fures from his height; — whereas could we get 
up to him, it is great odds whether we flioul4 
find any thing to make us tolerable amend§i 
for the pains and trouble of climbing up f9 
high.— Nothing, perhaps, but more dangers 
and more troubles ftill; — and fuch a giddi- 
nefs of head befides, as to make a wife man 
wifli he was well down again upon tlie level, 
—To calculate, therefore, the hap[)inefs of 
iDankind by their ftations and honours, is the 
moft deceitful of all rules; — great, no doubt, 
is the happinefs which a moderate fortune, 
and moderate defires, with a confcioufnefs 
of virtue, will fecure a man. — Many are the 

filent 
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filent pleafurcs of the honeft peafaDt> wli^ 
rifes cheerfully to his labour i — look into his 
dwelling, — where the fcene of every man's 
Ijappinefs chiefly Ues ; — he has the fame do-* 
meltic endearments, — as much joy and conx- 
fort in his children, — and as flattering hopes 
of their doing well, — to enliven his hours 
and glad his heart, as you could conceive in 
ttie mofl; affluent fl:ation. — And I make no 
cioubt, in general, but if the true account of 
Ijis joys and fuft'erings were to be balanced 
with thofe of his betters, — that the upfliot. 
would prove to be little more than this,— 
that the rich man had the more meat, — but 
tlie poor man the better fl:omaGh; — the one 
had more luxury, — more able phyficians to 
attend and fet him to rights; — the other^ 
more health and Ibundnefs in his bones^ and 
lefs occafion for their help; that, after thefe 
two articles bc*,wixt them were balanced, — 
JQ all other things they flood upon a level : 
—that the fun fliines as warm, — the air blow» 
as frefli, and the earth breathes as fragrant^ 
upon the one as the other; — and that they 
have an equal fliare in all the beauties and real 
benefits of nature, — ^Thefe hints may be fuf^ 
ficient to fliew what 1 propofed from them^ — " 
the ditficuities which attend us in judging- 
truly either of the happinefs or the mifeiy or 
the bulk of mankindj — the evidence being 
flill more defed;ive in this cafe (as the mat- 
ter of fa6l is hard to come at) — than even 
in that of judging of their true characters.; 
9^f both which, in general,^ wq have fuch im- 

pcrlect 
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perfe<3: knowledge, as will teach us candour 
In our determinations upon each other. 

But the main purport of this difcourfe, is, 
to teach us humility in our Teafonings upon 
the ways of the Almighty. 

That things are dealt unequally in thii 
worldj is one of the ftrongeft natural argu- 
ments for a future ftate,— and therefore is 
jQot to be overthrown: neverthelefs, — I am 
perfuaded the charge is far from being as 
great as at firft fight it may; appear; — or if 
it is, — that our views of things are fo narrow 
and confined, that it is not in our power to 
make it good. 

. But fuppofe it otherwife, — that the hap- 
pinefs and profperity of bad men were as 
great as our general complaints make them, 
»— and, what is not the cafe, — that we were 
not able to clear up the matter, or anfwer it 
reconcileably with God s juftice and provi- 
dence,---- what fliall we: infer? — Why, the 
jnoft becoming conclufion is,— that it is one 
inftance more, out of many others, of our 
ignorance:-?-- why ihould this, or any other 
religious difficulty he cannot comprebend<— 
why fliould it alarm him more than ten thou- 
fand other difficulties which e\'ery day elude 
his moll exa6l and attentive fearch ? — Does 
not the meaneft flower in the field, or the 
ftnallell blade of grafs, baffle the underftand*- 
ing of the moil penetrating mind ? — Can the 
deepefl inquiries after nature tell us, upon 
what particular fize and motion of parts the 
various colours and talies of vegetables de- 
pend ;— 
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pend; — why one fhrub is Jaxative,—anotheir 
aftringent; — why arfenic or hellebore fhould 
lay wafte this noble frame of ours,— or opium 
lock up all the inroads to our fenfes, and 
plunder us, in fo mercilefs a manner, of rea- 
fbn and underftanding?— Nay, have not the 
moft obvious things that come in our way, 
dark fides, which the quickeft fight cannot 
penetrate into ; and do not the cleareft and 
moft exalted underftandings find themfelves 
puzzled, and at a loft in every particle of 
matter? 

Go then,— proud man !— and when thy 
head turns giddy with opinions of thy own 
wifdom, that thou wouldft correal the mea-* 
fures of the Almighty,— go then,— take a 
full view of thyfelf in this glafs :— confider 
thy own faculties, how narrow and imper- 
ie6i; — how much they are chequered with 
truth and falfehood ; — how little arrives at 
thy knowledge, and how darkly and confuf- 
edly thou difcerneft even that little as in a 
glafs : — confider the beginnings and endings 
of things, the greateft and the fmalleft, how 
they all confpire to baffle thee;-— and which 
way ever thou *profecuteft thy enquiries, — 
what frefh fubjed:s of amazement,~r-and what 
frelli reafons to believe there are more yet 
behind which thou canft never comprehend. 
—Confider, — thefe are but part of his ways : 
—how little a portion is heard of him ! — 
Canft thou, by fearching, find out God ? — 
wouldft thou know the Almighty to perfec- 
tion ?-^Tis as high. as heaven^ what canft 

thou 
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thou do ?-^'tis deeper than hell, how canil 
thou know it ? 

Could WQ but fee the myfterious workings 
of Providence, and were we able to com- 
prehend the whole plan of his infinite wifdom 
and gopdnefs, which poflibly may be the cafe 
in the final confummation of all things : — 
thofe events, which we are now fo perplexed 
to account for^ would probably exalt and 
magnify his wifdom, and make us cry out 
>vith the Apoftle, in that rapturous exclama- 
tion, — O ! the depth of the riches both of 
the goodnefs and wifdom of God ! — how un- 
fearchable are his ways, and his paths paft 
Ending out I 

Now to God, &c. 
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THE INGRATITUDE OF ISRAEL. 



1 RINGS, XVII. 7. 

For fo It was, — ^that the children of Ifrael had iinned againft the 
Liord their God^ >^ho had brought them up out of the laud of 

Egypt— 

1 HE words of the text account for the 
caufe of a fad calamity, which is related, in 
the foregoing verfes, to have befallen a great 
number of Ifraelites, who were furprifed in 
the capital city of Samaria, by Hofea king 
of Aflyria, and cruelly carried away by him 
out of their own country, and placed on the 
dcfolate frontiers of Halah, and in Haber, by 
the river Gozan, and in the city of the Medes, 
and there confined to end their days in for- 
row and captivity. — Upon which the facred 
hillorian, inllead of accounting for fo fad an 
event merely from political fprings and 
cauies ; fuch, for inltance, as the fuperior 
itrength and policy of the enemy, or an un- 
feafonable provocation given, — or that pro- 
per meafures of defence were negle6ted; — 
he traces it up, in one word, to its true cafe": 
— For fo it was, fays he, that the children of 
Ifrael had finned againfi; the Lord their God, 
who had brought them up out of the land 

7 of. 
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of Egypt. — It was furely a fufficient founda- 
tion to dread fome evilj — tliat they had fin- 
ned againft that Being who had an unquef- 
tionable right to their obedience. — But what 
an aggravation was it — that they had not 
only iiiined fimply againft the truth, but 
againft the God of mercies^ who had brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt ; — who 
not only created, upheld, and favoured them 
with fo many advantages in common with 
the reft of their felloe-creatures, but who 
had been particularly kind to them in their 
misfortunes ; — who, when they were in the 
houfe of bondage, in the moft hopelefs con- 
dition, without a profpe6l of any natural 
means of redrefs, had compg-ffionately heard 
iheir cry, and took pity upon the affli6lions 
of a diftreflcd people, — and, by a chain of 
miracles, delivered them from fervitude and 
oppreffion : — miracles of fo ftupeqdous a na-r 
ture, that I take delight to offer them, as 
often as 1 have an opportunity, to your devout- 
eft contemplations. — This, you would think 
as high and as complicated an aggravation 
of their lins as could be urged. — ^This was not 
all ;•— *for befides God's goodnefs in firft fa- 
vouring their miraculous efcape, a feries of 
fuccelles not to be accounted for from fecond 
caufes, and the natural courfe of events, had 
crowned their heads in fo remarkable a man- 
ner, as to afford an evident proof, not only 
of his' general concern for their welfare, but 
of his particular providence and attachment 
to them above all people upon earth In 
, VOL. IV. L the 
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the wildernefs he led them like flieep, and 
kept them as the apple of his eye : — he fuf- 
fered no man to do them wrong, but reprov- 
ed even kings for their fake. — When they en- 
tered into the promifed land, — no force was 
able to Hand before them;— when in pof- 
feffion of it, — no army was able to drive them 
out ; — and, in a word, nature, for a time^ was 
driven backwards to ferve them, and even 
the Sun itfelf had ftood ftill in the midft of 
heaven to fecure their victories. 

A people with fo many teftimonies of God's 
favour, who had not profited thereby, fo as 
to become a virtuous people, muft have been 
utterly corrupt; — ^and fo they were. — And it 
is likely from the many fpecimens they had 
l^iven, in Mofes's time, of a difpolition to 
forget God's benefits, and upon every trial to 
rebel againft him, — he forefaw they would 
certainly prove a thanklcfs and unthinking 
people, extremely incHned to go aftray and 
do etvil ; — and therefore, if any thing was like- 
ly to bring them back to themfelves, and to 
confider the evils of their mifdoings, — it muft 
be the dread of fome temporal calamity, 
which, ho prophetically threatened^ would 
one day or other befal them :— hoping, no 
idoubt, — that if no principle of gratitude 
could make them an obedient people,— at 
leaft they might be wrought upon by the ter- 
ror of being red uced back again by the fame 
all-powerful hand to their firlt diftreffed con- 
dition : — which, in the end, did a<3;ually 
overtake them.— For, at length, when neitheF 

the 
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lihe aiternatires of promifes or tlireatenings, — 
when neither rewards or corred;ioQS, — com- 
forts or affiidiions, could foften them :— when 
continual inftrudlions, — wamings^-r-invita- 
tions ;~ -reproofs^ — mhaclesi— prophets and 
bioljr guides, had no eflfedt, but, inftead of 
eqaking them grow better, apparently made 
them grow worfe, — God's patience at length 
writhdrew, — and he fufFered them to reap the 
rvages. of their foil jj by letting them fall into 
the ftate of bondage from whence he had 
&rft raifed them ; — and that not only in that 
partial inilance of thofe in Samaria, who wei^ 
taken by Hofea, — but, I mean, in that more 
general inftance of their overthrow by the 
army of the Chaldeans; — wherein he fuffered 
the whole nation to be led away, and earned 
captive into Nineveh and Babylon. — We 
may be allured that the hiftory of God AU 
taighty's juft dealings with this froward and 
thoughtlefs people — was not wrote for no-^ 
thing ;— but that it was given as a loud call 
Stnd warning of obedience and gratitude, for 
aU races of men to whom the light of revela- 
tion fliould hereafter reach; — and therefore 
Ihave made choice of this fubjedl, as it feeiiis 
likely to furnifli fome reflecStions leafonable 
for the beginning of this weekj — which fliould 
be devotol to fuch meditations as may pre- 
pause and fit us for the folemn fall which we 
Vefkortly to obfervcj and whofe pious in-» 
t^ntion will not be anfwered by a bareafTem- 
hling otirfelves together, without making fome 
I'^igious and national remarks fuitablq ta the 

L 2 0C(1I%- 
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Gccafion.— Doubtlefs, there is no nation which 
ever had fo many extraordinary reafons and 
Itipematiiral motives to become thankful and 
virtuous as the Jews had : — which, befides 
the daily blellings of God's providence to 
them, has not received fufficient blellings and 
mercies at the hand of God, fo as to engage 
their beft ferviccs, and the warnieft returns 
of gratitude they can pay. 

There has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from Ibme grievous cala- 
mity ,— from the isige of pcllilence or famioe 
—from the edge and fury of the fword,— ' 
li'ofn the fate and fail of kingdoms round 
them : — they may have been preferved by 
providential difrovcrles of pilots and defigns 
againll the well-being of tlieir ftates, or by 
critical turns and revolutions in their favour, 
when beginning to fink. — ISy ibme fignal in- 
terpofition of God's providence, they may 
have refcued their liberties, and all that was 
dear to them, from the jaws of fome tyrant; 
— or may have preferved their religion pure 
and uncorrupted, when all other comforts 
tailed thera. — If other countries have reafmv 
to be tliankful to God for any one of thefe 
mercies, — much more has this of oiira,— 
which, at one tiuie or other, has received them- 
all ; — inlbmucli that our hiftory, for thiaJaft' 
hundred years, has fcarce been any thing but 
the hiftory of onr deliverances and God's 
bleffings ; — and thefe in fo complipated a 
chain, fuch as were fcarce ever vouchfafed 
to any people befides, except, the Jey»f- 



SERMON XLV. 



H9 



and with regard to them, though inferior in 
the Itupendous manner of their working, — 
yet no way fo — in the extciilive goodneis of 
their effeds, and the infinite benevolence 
and power which muft have wrought tliera 
for us. 

Here then let us flop to look back a mo- 
ment, and inquire what great ert'erts all thia 
has had upon our fins, and how tar worthy 
we have lived of what we have received. 

A ftranger, when he heard that this ifland 
had been lb favoured by heaven,— fo happy 
in our laws and religion, — fo flouriJliing in 
our trade, — and fo bleffed in our fituation,— 
and fo vifibly protected in ah of them by 
providence,— would conclude, that our mo- 
rals had kept pace with tliele blelhngs, and 
%vould exped; that, as wc were the moft 
favoured by God Almighty, we muft be 
the nioft virtuous and religious people upon 
earth. 

Would to God, there was any other roafon 
to incline one to fuch a belief! — would t6 
God, that the appearance of religion was 
more frequent ! for that would neccfiarily 
imply the reality of it fomewiiere, and moit 
probably in the greateft and moll rcl'pedable 
characters of the nation. — Such was the 
(ituation of this country, till a licentious king 
introduced a licentious age>-»n-The court ut* 
Charles the Second fiiftibnike in upcm, and, 
I fear, has ahnoli dcmolin»ed the out-wnrks 
of religion, of niodelly, andoflbber manners, 
'-fo ttuit, inlteadjiiia 
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amongft us, you lee thoufands wko are tired 
with carrying the uiafk of it, — aud have 
thrown it alide as a ufelels incumbmnce. 

But this licentioufncfs, hell fay, may be 
cliiefly owing to a long courfe of profperity, 
which is apt to corrupt men's minds. — Gocl 
has fince tried you with aflii6i;ions ;f— you 
have had lately a bloody and expenfive war j 
< — God has fent, moreover, a peftilenco 
fimongft your cattle, which has cut off the 
flock ftom the fold, and left no herd in the 
ftaiis; — besides, — you have juft felt twa 
dreadful fliocks in your metropolis of a moft 

terrifying nature r which, if God s provi-i 

d^nce had not checked and reftrained within 
ibme bounds, might have overthrown your 
capital, and your kingdom with it, 

Surely, he'll fay,-^-all tiiefe wq,rnings touft 
hdive awakened the confciences of the moft 
unthinking part of you, and forced the inha* 
bitants of your Im^d, from fuch admonitionsi 
to have learned righteoufnefs. — I own, this iai 
the natural effedl, and, one fhould bopeii 
ihould always be the improvement from fiiclli 
calamities ;<wfor we often find, that ntimb^n 
of people, who iu their profperity feemed ta 
forget God — do yet remember him in tb» 
days of trouble and diftrefs ; — ^yet, conlidep 
this nationally, vnd fee no fuch effed; from it| 
as in fa6t one would expedi from fpeculatkMH 

For inilance, with all tl]€ devattfttioA ati4 
bloodflied which the war has occflilioned,^ 
Jbow many converts has it made either to.vfKii 
Itiie or frugality P>^r«-Thq pefiilexic^ ampngil 

our 
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our cattle, though it has diftreffcd, and ut' 
terly undone, fo many thoufands; yet what 
one vifible alteration has it made in the courfe 
of our lives ? 

And though one would imagine that the 
neceflary drains of taxes for the one, and the 
lofe of rent and property from the othei', — 
ihould, in fome meafure, havewithdra\vn the 
means of gratifying our pallions as we havti 
done; — ^yet what appearance is there amongll 
us that it is fo ; — what one fafliionable folly. 
or extravagance has been checked ?— Are not 
the iame expences of equipage, and furni-, 
ture, and drefs, — the fame order of diver- 
iionsj perpetually returning, and as great lux- 
ury and epicurifm of entertainments, as in the 
moil profperous condition ? — So that, though 
the head is iick, and the whole he^rt is faint, 
we aU affe£t to look well in the face, either 
as if nothing had happened, or we were 
afliamed to acknowledge the force and natu- 
re effeSs of the chaftifements of God. — And 
if, from the effects which war and peftilenco 
have had, — we may form a judgment of the, 
moral eife<Ets which this lall terror is likely to 
produce, it is to be feared, however we might 
be iU^led at firft, — that the impi-eilions will 
fearcelaft longerthan the inftantaneous fliock 
which OGcafioned them : — And I make no 
doubtj—fhould a man have courage to de^ 
dare his opinion,—" That he i>eii«ve4 i\ was 
an indication of God's auger upon a cor- 
rupt geaeration,"— that it would be great 
J.4 ** 
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odds but he would be pitied for his weaknefs, 
or openly laughed at for his fiiperftition. — • 
Or if, after fuch a declaration,— he was 
thought worth fetting right in his miftakes,-— ' 
he would be informed, — that religion had no- 
thing to do in explications of this kind ;— 
that all fuch violent vibrations of the earth 
were owing to fubterraneous caverns falling 
down of themfelves, or being blown up by ni- 
trous, and fulphureous vapours rarified by heat ; 
— and that it was idle to bring in the Deity 
tp untie the knot, when it can be refolved 
cafily into natural caufes. — Vain unthii^king 
mortals ! — As if natural caufes were any thing^ 
cKe in the hands of God, — but inftrumeiits 
which ho can turn to work the purpofes of 
his will, either to reward or puhifli, as feema 
fitting to his infinite wifdom. 

Thus no man repenteth him of his wick- 
ednefs, faying, — What have I done ?— -but 
every one turneth to his courfe, as a horfe 
ruflieth into the battle. — To conclude, how- 
ever we may under-rate it now, it is a maxim 
of eternal truth, — which both reafonings 
and all accounts from hiftory confirm, — that 
the wicked nefs and conuption of a people 
will fooner or later always bring on temporal 
mifchieft and calaniities.— And can it be 
otherwife ?-^for a vicious nation not duly 
canies the feeds of deftru^lion within, from' 
the natural Workings and courfe of things^-— 
but it lays itfelf open to the whole force and 
injury of accidents from without ;— and I do 

venture 
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venture to fay, — there never was a nation or 
people fallen into troubles or decay, — but 
one might juftly leave the fame remark upon 
them which the facred hiftorian makes in the 
text upou the misfortunes of the Ifraelitcs, — 
for fo it was, — that they had finned againll 
the Lord their God, 

Let us, therefore, conftantly bear in mind 
that conclufion of the facred writer, which I 
fliall give you in his own beautiful and awful 
language : 

" But the Lord, who brought you up out 
of the land of Egypt, with great power and 
a ftretch'd-out arm, hini (hall ye fear, and 
him fliall ye worlliip, — and to him fhall ye 
do facrifice : — And the ftatutes, and the or- 
dinances, and the commandments he wrote 
foryou, ye fliall obferve to do for evermore. 
'. — The Lord your God ye fliall fear, — and he 
ftiall deliver you out of the hand of all your 



enemies/' 



Now to God the Father, &c. 



TO 



DAVID GARRICK, Efq. 



When I was a&ed to whom I fiiould dedicate 
tkiefe Volumes, I carele&ly anfwered, to no one-^Why 
not f (replied the perAm who put the queftion to me.) 
Becaufe moil Dedications look like begging a protec- 
&)n to the book* Perhaps a worfe interpretation nfiay 
be given to it. No, no ! already fo much obliged, I 
cannot, will not, put another tax upon the generofity 
of any friend of Mr. Sterne's, or mine. I went home 
to my lodgings, and gratitude warmed my heart to 
fuch a p^tch, that I vowed they fhould be dedicated to 
^ihe man my father fo much admired — ^who, with an 
unprejudiced eye, read, and approved his works, and 
pioreover loved the man — ^'Tis to Mr. Garrick, then, 
that I dedicate thefe Genuine Letters. 

Can I forget the fweet ♦ Epitaph which proved Mr. 
Ganick's fHendfhip, and opinion of him ? 'Twas a 
tribute to friendihip— and as a tribute of my gratitude 
I dedicate thefe Volumes %o a m^ of underflanding 

and 

^ Shall Pride a heap of fculptur'd marble raife. 
Some worthlefs) unmoum'd, titled fool to praife ; 
And (hall we not by one poor grave-ftone learn 
Where Gem^8, Wit> and Humour, fleep with Sternef 
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and feeling— Receive this, as it is meant— May you, 
dear Sir, approve of thefe Letters, as much as Mr. Sterne 
admired you — ^but Mr. Garrick, with all his urbanity^ 
can never carry the point half fo far, fqr Mr. Sterne 
was an enthufiaft, if it is poflible to be one, in favour 
of Mr. Garrick. 

This may appear a very fimple Dedication, but 
Mr. Garrick will judge by his own fenfibility, that I 
can feel more than I can exprefs, and I believe he 
will give me credit for all my grateful acknow- 
ledgmentq. 

I am, with every fentiment of gratitude and cfteem^ 

Dear Sir, 

Tour obliged 

humble Servant, 



LTBIA ST£RN£ D£ MEDALLB^ 



June, 1775. 
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PREFACE. 



In publifliing thefe Letters, the Editor does but com- 
ply with her mother's requeft, which was, that if any 
Letters were publifiied under Mr. Sterne's name, 
thofe (he had in her pofleflion (as weil as thofe that her 
father's friends would be kind enough to fend her) 
ihould be likewife publifh'd — ^She depends much on 
the candour of the Public for the favourable reception 
of them,-w-their being genuine*, fhe thinks and hopes^ 
will render them not unacceptable — She has already 
experienced much benevolence and generofity from hex 
late father's friends — the remembrance of which will 
ever vaim her heart with gratitude ! 

♦ Befides the Letters printed by Mrs. Medalle, tliofe written 
by Mr. Steroye to Eli^a, and a few others, are ad(]i»d to t)ie prc- 
fcf^ Editip^. 



•lY 



( T ) 



CONTENDS- 



To Mifs L. 
To the SdmiB 
To the Same 
To the Same 
To Mrs. F— 



To Dr. ****** 

To David Garrick, Efq. 

To S C-— , Efq. 

To the Sarfie 

To Dn Warburton, Bifliop of Glouceftcr 

To the Rev. Mr. Sterne 

To my witty Widow, Mrs. F 

To S C Efq. 

To the Same 
To the Same - 

To the Same * 

To J- H— S-, Efq. 
To the Same 

To Lady 

To David Garrick, Efq. 

*I- 8 



PAGE 

156 

159 
161 

164 

165 
171 

173 

175 
178 

179 

181 

183 

186 

187 

ipo 

193 

198 

200 

. To 



▼» CONTENTS, 

LETTER p^CT 

XXI, To Lady D - - 202 

XXII. To David GarricV, Efq* - 204 

XXIII. To the Same - - - 206 

XXIV. Ta Mrs- Sterne, York - 210 
XXV. To the Same - - 211 

XXVI. To the Same - - - 21 j 

XXVII. To tlie Same - ^ - 215 

XXVIII. To the Same - -^ - 217 

XXIX. To Lady D. - *• - 221 

XXX. To Mr. E. - - - 222 

XXXL To J~ H— S_ Efq. . 223 

XXXIL To Ml. Foley> at Paris • 227 

XXXIII. To J— H— S— , Efq. ^ 230 

XXXIV. To Mr. Foley, at Paris - 234 
XXXV. To tli9 Same .-^-.23^ 

XXXVL To the Same - - 236 

XXXVIL To the Same . . • 237 

XXXVm. To the Same - - - 2j8 

XXXIX. To the Same ... 240 

XL. To the Same - - • 241 

XLl. To the Same - - - 243 

XLII. To the Same - » • 244 

XLra. To the Same - . . 24J 

XLiy. To the Same . . - 247 

XLV . To the Same - - - 249 

XLVI. To Mrs. F. - - - 25a 

XLVII. To Mifs Sterne - - 051 

XLVIIL To M|. Tolcy - . . 253 



CONtENTS, 



m 



BETTER 

XLIX. To J— H— S-, Efq. - 

L. To the Same - - - 

LI. To Mr. Foley, at Paris 
LIL To the Same . . - 

LIII. To J— H— S— , Efq. 
UV. To Mr. Foley, at P. 
LV. To David Garriek, Efq. 
LVI. To the Same - - - 

LVIL To Mn Foley 

LVIII. To Mr. W. - - * 

LIX. To Mr. Foley, at Paris 
LX. To the Same . - - 

IXI. To Mr. Panchaud, at Paris 
tXII. To the Same . *. - 

LXin. To the Same . - - 

LXIV. To the Same - ^ ^ 

LXV. To Mife Sterne 
LXVL J— H~ S— , Efq. 
LXVII. To Mr. Foley, at Paris 
LXVIIL To Mr. Panchaud, at Paris 
LXIX. To J— H— S~, Efq. - 
LXX. To Mr. Panchaud, at Paris 
LXXI. To Mr. S. 
LXXII.. To Mr, Panchaud, at Paris 
LXXIII. To Mr, Foley, at Paris 
LXXIV. To Mr. Panchaud 
LXXV. . From Ignatius Sancho to Mr. Sterne 
I^SXVI, From Mr. Sterne to Ignatiiis Sapsho 

ftp 



PACE 

256 

257 
259 

261 

263 

267 

269 

170 
272 
273 

274 

27s 

276 

a. 

277 

279 

28t 

28a 
283 
285 
287 
2S8 

289 

290 

291 

293 




viii CONTENTS. 

LEfTER ' FAeC 

LXXVII. To Mr. W. - - - 29$ 

LXXVIIL To Mr. Pailchaud, at Paris - 297 

LXXIX. To Mifs Sterne - - 29^ 

LXXX. To Mr. Panchaudi at Paris -^ 300 

LXXXI. To Eliza ... 301 

JLXXXIL To the Same * . . 302 

LXXXlII. To the Same - . « 303 

LXXXIV. To the Same - - - 307 

LXXXV. To the Same * - - 309 

LXXXVI. To tlie Same - - - 311 

LXXXVII. To the Same - - - 316 

LXXXVIIL To the Same - - - 318 

LXXXIX. To the Same - - - 320 

XC. To the Same - - - 324 

XCI. To Mifs Sterne - - 327 

XCIL To Lady P. - - - 329 

XCIII. To Mr. and Mrs. J. . - 33^ 

XCIV. To Ignatius Sancho • - 333 

XCV. To the Eari of S - 334 

XCVI. To J. D ^n, Efq. - - 337 

XGVII. To J— H— S— , Efq. . 33R 

XCVm. To A. L ^, Efq. - - 339 

XCIX. To the Same - - . 341 

• C. To Ignatius Sancho - - 343 

CI. To Mr. and Mrs. J. - - 344 

CII. To Mr. Panchaud, at Paris - - 346 

cm. To Mr. and Mrs. J. « . 347 

CIV. To J— H—S—, Efq. . 349 

V CV. To 



CONTENTS. It 

LETTER PAGE 

CV. To Mr. and Mrs. J. - - 351 

CVI. To Mifs Stcme - - 353 

CVII. ToSirW. - - - 3SS 

CVIII. To the Same - - - 357 

CIX. To Mr. Panchaud, at Piris - 358 

ex. To Mr. and Mrs. J. - - 359 

CXI. To Mrs. F— - - 361 

CXn. To Mrs. H. - - - 362 

CXIII. To Mr. and Mrs. J. - - 363 

CXIV. To Mrs. H. - - - 365 

CXV. To A. L e, Efq. - - it. 

CXVI. To the Earl of — - - 36) 

CXVII. To His ExceUency Sir G. M. - 369 

CXVIII. To A. L e, Efq. - - 371 

CXIX. To J— H— S— , Efq. . 373 

CXX. To Mr. and Mrs. J. - - 375 

CXXI. To the Same - - - 376 

CXXn. To the Same ... 378 

CXXIII. To the Same - - - 379 

CXXIV. From Dr. Euftace, in America, to the Rev. 

Mr. Sterne, with a walking-ftick 380 

CXXV. Mr. Sterne's Anfwcr - - 381 

CXXVI. To L. S— n, Efq. - - 383 

CXXVII. To Mifs Sterne - - 385 

CXXVIII. To Mrs. J - - 387 

CXXIX. To ********** - . 389, 

CXXX. To the Same - - 392 

CXXXI. To *•♦♦ . ^ . 395 

CXXXn, From 



CONTENTS* 

LETTER FAGfi 

CXXXII. From S. P. to Mr. B. with an Lnpromptv 398 



UHie Fragment - - . . 403 

The Hiftory of a good warm Watch-coat^ &c<. 411 



CONTENTS* 



;!i* 



• . J « J ' ^ ' ' T 



;;. r ■ 



•' "Ch-V- 




LETTERS 

OF 

LAURENCE STERNlL, 

TO HIS MOST INTIMATE FRIENDS. 




But I sal orer it witli leut=, &c. 



LETTER I^. 



TO MISS L- 



YeS! I will Ileal from the 
world, and not a babbling tongue fhall tell 
where I am — Echo ihall not fo much as 
whilper my hiding-place — fufFer thy imagin- 
ation to paint it as a little fun-gilt cottage, on 
the fide of a romantic hill — doft thou think 
I will leave love and friendfhip behind me ? 
No ! they fliall be my companions in 
folitude, for they will fit down and rife up 

with me in the amiable form of my L . 

We will be as merry and as innocent as our 
firft parents in Paradife, before the arch 
fiend entered that undefcribable fcene. 

The kindeft affections will have room to 
fhoot and expand in our retirement, and pro- 
duce fuch fruit as madnefs, and envy, and 
ambition, have always killed in the bud. — 
Let the human tempefl and hurricane rage 
at a diftance, tTie defolation is beyond the ho- 
rizon of peace. — My L. has feen a polyan- 
thus blow in December — fome friendly wall 
has fheltered it from the biting wind. — No 
planetary influence fliall reach us, but that 

♦ ThiSy and the three fubfequcnt letters, were written by Mr. 
Sterne to his wifei while ihe redded in Stafiordfhirei before their 
marriage. 

which 
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which prelides and cheriflies the fweeteft 
flowers. God preferve us ! how delightful 
this profpeA in idea ! We wiJl build and we 
will plant in our own way — fimplicity Ihall 
not be tortured by art — we will learn of na- 
ture how to live — fhe ftiall be our alchymift 
to mingle all the good of life into one falu- 
brious draught. — The gloomy family of care 
and dillruft ihall be baniflied from our dwel- 
ling, guarded by thy kind and tutelar deity — 
we will fmg our choral fongs of gratitude, 
and rejoice to the end of our pilgrimage. 

Adieu, my L. Return to one who Ian- 
guiflies for thy fociety. 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAME. 

You bid me tell you, my 

dear L. how I bore your departure for S i 

and whether the valley where D'Eflella 
flands, retains ftill its looks-ror, if I think 
the rofes or jeffamines fmell as fweet, as when 
you left it. — Alas ! every thing has now loft 
its relifli and look ! The hour you left D'Ef- 
tella, I took to my bed. — I was worn out 
with fevers of all kinds, but moft by that fever 
of the heart with which thou kno weft welll 
have been wafting thefe two years — and fliall 
continue wafting till you quit S — . The good 
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Mifs S: -9 from the forebodings of the 

bell of hearts, thinking I was ill, infilled 
upon my going to her. — What can be the 
caufe, my dear L., that I never have beea 
able to fee the face of this mutual friend, 
but I feel myfelf rent to pieces ? She 
made me flay an hour M^ith her, and, in that 
ijiort fpace, I burft into tears a dozen differ- 
ent times — and in fuch affectionate gufts of 
paffion, that fhe was conftrained to leave the 
room, — and fympathize in her dreftlng-room 
-^I have been weeping for you both, faid fhe, 
in a tone of the fweeteft pity — for poor L/s 
heart, I have long kown it — her anguifh is 
as fharp as yours-— her heart as tender — her 
conflancy as great — her virtues as heroic- 
Heaven brought you not together to be tor- 
mented. I could only anfwer her with a kind 
look, and a heavy fighr— and returned home 
to your lodgings (which I have hired till your 
return) to refign myfelf to mifery — Fanny had 
prepared me a fupper — flie is all attention to 
me — but I fat over it with tears ; a bitter 
jiauce, my L., but I could eat it with no other 
— ^for the moujent fhe began to fpread my 
little table, my heart fainted within mc. — r 
One folitary plate, one knife, one fork, ouq 
glafs ! — I gave a thoufand penfive penetratinj 
look$ at the chair thou hadfl fo often graces 
in thofe quiet and fentimental repalls — then 
Jaid down my knife and fork, and took out 
ijiy handkerchief, and clapped it acroft 
my face, and wept lik.e a child— I do fo this 
¥ery pioflient, nay Jj. ; for, as I take up my 

pen. 
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pen, my poor pulfe quickens, my pale face 
glows, and tears are trickling down upon the 

paper, as I trace the word L , O thou ! 

blefled in thyfelf, and in thy virtues — bleffed 
to all that know thee — to me mod fo, be- 
caufe more do I knov/ of thee than all thy 
lex. — This is the philtre, my L„ by which thoii 
haft charmed me, and by which thou wilt 
hold me thine, whilft virtue and faith hold 
this world together. — This, my friend, is the 

))lain and fmiple magic, by which I told 
Vlifs I have won a place in that heart 

of thine, on which I depend fo fatisfied, that 
time, or diftance, or change of every thinor 
which might alarm the hearts of little men, 
create no uneafy fufpenfe in mine. — Waft 

thou to ftay in S thefe feven years, thy 

friend, though he would grieve, fcorns to 
ci^oubt, or to be doubted — ^tis the only excep- 
tion where fecurity is not the parent of dan- 
ger. — I told you poor Fanny was all atten- 
tion to me fmce your departure — contrives 
every day bringing in the name of L. She 
told me laft night (upon giving me fome 
hartfliorn, ftie had obferved my illnefs began 
the very day of your departure for S-— ^ — ; 
that I had never held up my head, had fel- 
^om, or fcarce ever, fmiled, had fled from all 
fociety — that fhe verily believed I was broken- 
hearted, for (lie had never entered the 
room, or pafled by the door, but flie heard me 
figh heavily — that I neither eat, or llept, or* 
took pleafure in any thing as before ; — judge* 
then my L., can the valley look fo well— or the^ 

rofe« 
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Tofes and jeflamines fmell fo fweet as hereto- 
fore ? Ah me ! but adieu — the vefper bell 
calls me from thee to my God ! 

X. STERXE. 



LETTER IIL 



TO THE SAME* 



Before now my L. has 
lodged an indictment againft me in the high 
court of Friendfhip — I plead guilty to the 
charge, and entirely fubmit to the mercy of 
that amiable tribunal. — Let this mitigate my 
punifhment, if it will not expiate my trant 
greffion — do not fay that I Ihall offend again 
in the fame manner, though a too eafy pardon 
fometimes occafions a repetition of the fame 
fault. — AMifer fays, though I do no good with 
my money to-day, to-morrow fhall be marked 
with fome deed of beneficence. — ^The Liber- 
tine fays, let me enjoy this week in forbidden 
and luxurious pleafures, and the next I will 
dedicate to ferious thought and refledlion.— 
The Gamefter lays, let me have one more 
chance with the dice, and I will never touch 
them more. — The Knave of every profeffion 
wiflies to obtain but independency, and he 
will become an honeft man.— The female co- 
quette triumphs in tormenting her inamo- 
rato, for fear, after marriage^ be fliould not 
pity her. . 
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The apparition of the fifth inftant (for let* 
ters may almoft be called fo) proved more 
welcome, as I did not expe6i it. Oh ! my L* 
thou art kind indeed to make an apology for 
me, and thou never wilt afluredly repent of 
one a6l of kindnefs — for bping thy debtor, I 
will pay thee with intereft. — Why does my 
L. complain of the defertion of friends ?— * 
Where does the human being live that will 
not join in this complaint ? — It is a common 
obfervation, and perhaps too true, that mar- 
ried people feldom extend their regards be- 
yond their own fire-fide.— There is fuch a 
thing as^ pariimony in efteem, as well as ma^ 
ney — yet as one cofts nothing, it might be 
bellowed with more liberality .---We cs^nnot 
gather grapes from thorns, fo we muft not ex- 
pert kind attachments from perfons who ar^ 
wholly folded up in felfifli fchemes. 1 do 
not know whether I moft defpife or pity fuch 
charaders — nature never made an unkind 
creature — ill ufage, and bad habits, have de- * 
formed a fair and lovely creation. 

My L. ! — thou art furrounded by ftll the 
melancholy gloom of winter ; wert thou 
alone, the retirement would be agreeable. 

Difappointed ambition might envy fueh 

a retreat, and difappointed love would feefc 
it out. — Crowded towns, and bufy ipcietieSi 
may delight the unthinking and the gay— 
but folitude is the bed nurfe of wifdom.-*-* 
Methinks I fee my contemplative girl nowia( 
the garden, watching the gradual approaehes 
of fpring. — Doll not thou mark with <i€^i|^i 

6 thc^ 
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the firft vernal buds? the fnow-drop* aiid 
primrofe, thefe early and welcome vifitors, 
Ipring beneath thy feet. — Flora and Poniona 
already conlider thee as their handmaid ; 
and in a little time will load thee with their 
fweeteft blelling. — The feathered race are all 
th}^ own, and with them, untaught harmony 
will foon begin to cheer thy morning and 
evening walks. — Sweet as this may be, return 
'—return — the birds of Yorkfliire will tune 
their pipes, and fmg as melodioufly as thofe 
of Staftbrdfliire. 

Adieu, my beloved L. thine too much for 
my peace. 

L. STTRNE. 



LETTER IV. 



TO THE SAME. 



• I HAVE offended her whom 

I fo tenderly love !— what could tempt me to 
it f but if a beggar was to knock at thy gate, 
wouldft thou not open the doofand be rtelted 
with compafTion ? — I know thou wouldft, for 
Pity* has eredled a temple in thy bofom* — 
Sweetefl, and beft of all human paflions ! 
let thy web of tendernefs cover the penfive 
form of atfli6iion, and foften the darkeft 
ihades of mifery ! — I have re-confidercd this 
apology, and, alas ! what will it accomplifli ? 
Arguments, however finely fpun, can never 
VOL. IV. M change 
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change the nature of things — very true — f* 
a truce with them. 

I liave loft a very valuable friend by a fad 
accident, and what is worfe, he has left a wi- 
dow and five young children to lament this 
fudden ftroke. — If real ufefulnefs and inte- 
grity of heart could have fecured him: from 
this, his friends would not now be mouruing 
his untimely fate — ^Thefe dark and feemingly 
cruel difpenfations of Frovidence, often make 
the beft of human hearts complain. — ^Wha 
can paint the diftrefs of an affedtionate mo- 
ther, made a widow in a moment, weepinj 
in bitternefs over a numerous, helplefe, an( 
fatherlefs offspring ! — God ! thefe are' thy 
chaftifements, and require (hard tafk!) a 
pious acquiefccncc. 

Forgive me this digreffion, and allow me 
to drop a tear over a departed. Jj iend ; and, 
what is more excellent, anhoncft man. My 
L. ! thOu wilt feel all that kiudnefs can in- 

fpire in the death of . The event was 

fudden, and tliy gentle fpirit would be more 
alarmed on that acco|unt.-t— But, my X>t!( thou 
ha& lefs to lament, ^s old age was.qreeping 
qn, and her period of doing good, an4 Ijf^ing 
Dfeful, was nearly over. — At lixty veajs of 
age the tenement gets faft out of repair, and 
the lodger with anxiety thinks of a difcharge. 
•^— In fuch a fituation the poet Hught well 
lay, 

•< The foul uneafy, &c.'* 

My Jj, talks of leaving the countrjTrtOjay 

akind angei guicle thy fteps hitbCT tT^Soli- 

" , -..tudfi 
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tude at length grows tirefome. — ^Thou fayeft 
thou wilt quit the place with regret — I think 
fo too, — Does not fomething uneafy mingle 
with the very reflexion of leaving it ? — It is 
like parting with an old friend, wiiofe temper 
and company one has lon^ been acquainted 
With.— I think I fee you looking tweaty times 
a day at the houfe — ^almoft counting every 
bnek and pane of glafs, and telling them a4 
the feme time with a ligh, you are going M 
teave them. — Oh happy modification of mtrt^ 
ter ! they will remain infenfible of thy lofs. 
— But how wilt thou be able to part with thy 
S;arden ?— ^The recolleftion of fo many pleaf- 
»g Walks muft have endeared it to y<m. 
The trees, the fl^rubs, the flowers, winch thotf 
reared with thy own hands — will they not 
droop and fade away fooner upon thy de- 
parture ?— Who will be diy fucceflbr to nurtfo 
them in thy abfence ? — ^Thou wilt leave thy 
same upon the myrtle-tree. — If trees^ a/nrf 
ifanibs, And flowers, could compofe art efcgy, 
I ftouldeitpe^t a very plaintive one upon tifeis 

Adi^, adieu ! Believe nie ever, e^ef 
thifle. 
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LETTER V. 



TO MRS- r- 



DEAR MADAM, ' Yoi^c, Tuefday, Nov. 19, 1759. , 

Your kind inquiries .after 
my health, defend my beft thanks. — Wha$ 
can give one more pleafure than the good 
wiflies of thofe we value ? — I am forry you 
give fo bad an account of your awn health, 
but hope you will find benefit from tar- water ' 
— it has been of infinite fervice to me. — -I fup- 
pofe, my good lady, by what you. fay in your 
letter, " that I am buly writing an extraordi- 
" nary book,'' that your intelligence Gomes 
from York — the fountain-head of all chit- 
chat news — and— no matter.— Now fof^^our 
defire of knowing theL.reafon of my tui'i^ng 
author ? why truly I am tired of employi|ft 
my brains for other - people's advantage.-^ 
'Tis a foolifli facrifice I have made for fomev 
years to an ungrateful perfon.-^I depend \ 
much upon the candour of the publick, but 
I fhall not pick out a jury to try the merit of 
my book amongft ********j and — till^ you 
read my Triflram, do not, like fome people, 
condemn it. — Laugh I am fure you will at 
fome paflTages. — I have hired a fmall houfe in 
the Minfler Yard for my wife and daughter — 
the latter is to begin dancing, &c. if 1 cannot 
leave her a fortune, I will at leaft give her an 

education. As I fhall publifli my works 

V :f very 
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Very foon, I fliall be in town by March, and 
Ihall have the pleafure of meeting with you. 

All your friends are well, and ever hold 

you in the fame cftimation that your fmcere 
friend does. 

Adieu, dear lady, believe me, with every 
wifli for your happinefs, your moll faithful, 

XAURENCE STERN*. 



LETTER VI. 



ri'/^ T\ n w www*?** w 



DEAR SIR, Jan. 30. 1760. 

— De mart ids nil niji honum^ 
is a maxim which you have fo often of late 
urged in converfation, and in your letters 
(but in your laft cfpecially), with fuch fcriouf- 
nefs, and fe verity againll mo, as the fuppofed 
tranfgreffor of the rule ; — that you have made 
me at length as forious and fevere as your- 
felf :— ^but that the humours you have ftirred 
up might not work too potently within me, I 
have waited four days to cool inyfclf, before 
I would fet pen to paper to anfwxr you, " de 
mortuis nil niJi honumJ' I declare I have 
confidered the wifdom and foundation of it 
over and over again, as difpaffionately and 
charitably as a good Chriftian can, and, after 
all, I can find nothing in it, or make more of 
it, than a nonfenfical lullaby of fomc nurfe, put 

M 3 into 
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into Latin by feme pedant, to be chanted by 
foncie hypocrite to the end of the world, for 
the 4Confolation of departing lechers. — "Tis, 
I 0WD5 Latin ; and 1 think that is all the 
weight it has— for, in plain Engliih, 'tis a. 
loofe and futiJe pofition below a difpute — 
^' jfou are not to /peak any thing of the d^ad but 
what is good'' \Vhy fo ? — ^Who fays fo ? — 
neither reafon nor fcripture. — Infpired au- 
thors have done otherwife — and reafon and 
common fenfe tell me, that if the charadlers 
of pall ages and men are to be drawn at all, 
they are to be drawn like themfelves; that 
is, with their excellencies, and with their 
foibles — and it is as much a piece of juftice 
to the world, and to virtue too, to do the 
one, as the other. — ^The ruling paffion, et le$ 
egaremens du cceiir, are the very things which 
mark and diftinguifh a man's chara^er ;— -in 
which I would as foon leave out a man's head 
as his hobby-horfe. — However, if like the 
poor devil of a painter, we muft conform 
to this pious canon, de morttds, ^c. which I 
own has a fpice of piety in the found of it, 
and be obliged to paint both our angels and 
our devils out of the fame pot — I then infer 
that our Sydenhams, and Sangrados, our 
Lucretias, and Meffalinas, our Sommers, and 
our Bolingbrokes— are alike entitled to fta- 
tues, and all the hiftorians or fatirifts who 
have faid otherwife fince they departed this 

Hfe, from Salluft to S e, are guilty of the 

crimes you charge me with, " cowardice and 
injustice. 

But 
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But why cowardice ? ^ becaufe 'tis not 
courage to attack a dead man who can't de- 
fend himfelf/' — But why do yoii dod;ors of 
the facuHy attack fuch a one with your in- 
cifiett knife? Ohf for the good of the living. 
•— 'Tis my plea. — But I have fomething more 
to fay in my behalf^ — and it is this — 1 am not 
guilty of the charge — tho' defenfible. I have 
not cut up Doctor Kunaftrokius at all — I 
have juft fcratch'd him — and that fcarce ftin 
deep.«~I do him firft all honoui^— fpeak of 
Kunaftrokius as a great man — (be he whom 
he will) and then moft diftantly hint at a 
drole foible in his character— *and that not 
firft reported (to the few Avho can«ven un- 
derftand the hint) by me —but known before 
by every chamber-maid and footman within 
the bills of moi'tality — but Kunaftrokius, you 
fey^ was a great man — 'tis. that very circum- 
ftance which makes the pleafantry — for I 
could name at this inftant a fcore of honeft 
geutlemen who might have done the very 
thing which Kunaftrokius did, and feen no 
joke in it at all — as to the failing of Kuna- 
ftrokius, whicli you fay can only be imputed 
to his friends as a misfortune — I fee nothing 
like a misfortune in it to any friend or relation 
of Kunaftrokius, that Kunaftrokius upon 00* 
cafions ftiould fit with *** **** and *'****** 
—I have put thefe ftars not to hurt ymw 
worjiiip's delicacy. — If Kunaftrokius after all 
is too facred a charatS^er to be even fmiled 
at (which is all I have done), he has had 
better luck than his betters : In the fame 

M 4 pag© 
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p£^ge (without imputation of cowardice) I 
ha>:e faid as much of a man of twice his wif- 
dom — and that is Solomon, of whom 1 have 
made the fame remark, " That they were 
both great men — and like all mortal men had 
each their ruling paffion/' 

— The confolation you give me, " That 
my book,, however, will be read enough to 
anfwer my defign of raifing a tax upon the 
public" — is very unconfolatory — to lay no- 
thing how very mortifying ! by h n ! an 

author is worfe treated than a common **f ** 
at thisrate — " You will get a penny byyotirjim^ 
and that's enaugli!' — Upon this chapter let 
me comment. — That I propofed laying the 
world under contribution, when I fet pen ta 
paper, — is what I own, and I fuppofe I may 
be allowed to have that view.jjn my head in 
common with every other writer, to make my 
labour of advantage to myfelf. 

Do you not do the fame? but I beg I may 
add, that whatever views I had of that kind, 
I had other views — the firft of which was, the 
Lopes of doing the world good, by ridiculing 
what I thought deferving of it — or of differ- 
vice to found learning, &c. — how I have fuc- 
ceedcd, my book muft fliew — and this I 
leave entirely to the world — but not to that 
little world of your acqicaintance^ whofe opir 
nion and fentiments you call the general opi- 
nion; of the beft judges without exception^ who 
all affirm (you fay) that my book cannot 
be. put into the hands of any woman ofcAa* 
rifBi^.:: .(1 Ijope you except widows, dodlor 

•;ii:o —for 
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— ^for they are not all fo fqueamifti, but I am 
toW they are all really of my party, in return 
for fome good offices done their interefts in 
the 274th page of my firft volume.) But for 
the chafte married, and chafte unmarried part 
of the fex — they mull not read my book ! 
Heaven forbid the ftock of chaftity ftvould 
be leffened by the Life and Opinions of 
Triftram Shandy — ^yes, his Opinions — it would 
certainly debauch 'em ! God take them un- 
der his proteAion in this fiery trial, and fend 
us plenty of Duennas to watch the workings 
of their humours, till they have fafely got 
through the whole work. — If this will not 
be fuSicient, may we have plenty of Sangra- 
dos to pour in plenty of cold water, till this 
terrible fermentation is Over — as for the w?/;r/- 
mtim in loculo^ which you mention to me a 
fecond time, I fear you think me very poor, 
or in debt — -\ thank God, though I don't 
abound — that I have enough for a clean Ihirt 
every day — and a mutton chop — and my 
contentment, with this, has thus far (and I 
hope ever will) put me above Hooping an 

inch for it, even for 's eftate.— Curfe on 

it, I like it not to that degree, nor envy (you 
majf be Jure) any man who kneels in the dirt 
for it — fo that howfoever I may fall fliort of 
the ends propofed in commencing author— 
I enter this proteji^ firft, that my end was //o- 
neji; and, fecondly, that I wrote not to hefed^ 
but to be famous. I am much obliged to 
Mr. Garrick for his very favourable opinion 
—but why, dear Sir, had he done better in 

finding 
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finding fault \vith it than in commending it? 
to humble me ! an author is not fo foon hum* 
bled as you imagine — no, but to make the 
book better by caftrations — that is ftill Jub 
judice^ and I can affure you upon this chap* 
ter, that the very paflTages and defcriptions 
you propofe that I fliould facrifice in my fe- 
cond edition, are what are bell relifhed by 
men of wit, and fome others whom I efteem 
as found critics — fo that, upon the whole, I 
am ftill kept up, if not above fear, at leaft 
above defpair, and have feen enough to fliew 
me the folly of an attempt of callrating my 
book to the prudilh humours of particulars^ 
I beheve the (hort cut would be to publifli 
this letter at the beginning of the third vo- 
lume, as an apology for the firft and fecond. 
I was forry to find a cenfure upon the infin- 
cerity of fome of my friends — I have no rea- 
fon myfelf to reproach any one man — my 
friends have continued in the fame opinions 
of my books which they firft gave me of them 
—many indeed have thought better of 'emi 
by confidering them more, few worfe, 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 



• *^- 
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JO DAVID GABBICK, ESQ. 

: • • • .... i 

• * 

l^About April 1760.^ 
PEAU SIR, thoriday, li o*cl(iclL--Nig!«;. - 

'T \r A s for all the wwld' 
like a cut acrofs my finger with a fharp pen- 
knife. I faw the blood — gave it a lack— 
wapt it up— and thought no more about it 
' But there is ;nore goes to the healing of 
a wound than this comes to : — a wound 
(ilnlefs it is a wound not worth talking of, 
but by the bye, mine is) muft give you 
fome "pain after.— Nature will take her 
own way with it — it muft ferment — it muft 
diseft. 

The ftory you told me of Triftram's pre- 
tended tutor, this morning — My letter hj 
fight fliould have fet out with this fentence, 
ahd then the fimile would not have kept you 
a moment in fufpenlb. 

This vile ftory, 1 fay — though I then faw 
both tiow, and where it wounded— -I felt 
littie from it at firft — or, to Ipeak more ho- 
neftly .(though it ruins my nmile), I felt a 
great deal of pain from it, but affecS^ed an air 
ufual on fuch accidents, of lefs feeling than 

I had. 

X have now got home t6 my lodgings, 
fince the play (you aftoniftied me in it), and' 

have 
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hare been unwrapping this felf fame wound of 
mine, and ihaking my head over it this half 
hour. 

What the devil ! — is there no one learned 
blockhead throughout the many fchools of 
mifapplied fcience in the Chriftian World, to 
make a tutor of for my Trillram ? — Ex quads 
ligno nonjit — Are we fo run out of ftock, that 
tiiere is no one lumber-headed, muddle-head- 
ed, mortar-headed, pudding-headed chm 
amongft our doctors? — Is there no one fingfe 
wioht of much reading and no learning, 
aniongll the many children in my mothers 
nurfery, who !)id high for this charge — but 
•I mull difabie my judgment by chufmg a 
AVarbuvton ? Vengeance ! have I fo little 
concern for the honour of my hero ! — Am I 
a wretch fo void of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling 
for the figine he is to make in ftory, that I 
fiiould chufe a prfficeplor to rob him of all 
tJie immortality I intended him ? O ! dear 
Mr. Garrick. 

Malice is ingenious — unlcfs . where the 
excefs of it outwits itfelf— I have two com- . 
forts in this Itroke of it ; the firft is, that this ' 
one is partly of this kind ; and fccondly, that, 
it is one of the number of thofe which lb un- 
iairly brought poor Yorick to liis grave. — 
The report might draw blood of the author 
of 'I'riliram Shandy — but could not harm 
fuch a man as the author of the Divine Ijega- 
tion — God blefs him ! though (by the bye, 
a,Qd according to the natui^courfe of de- 

8 fceftfe^ 
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feents) the bleffing fliouid come from liim 
to me. 

Pray have you no intereft, lateral or col- 
lateral, to get me introduced to his Lordftiip ? 

Why do you a(k ? 

My dear Sir, I have no clann to fuch an 
honour, but whatarifes from the honour and 
refpeift which, in the progrefs of my work, 
will be fliewn the ^v^orld 1 owe to fo great a 
man. 

- Whilft I am talking of owing — I wifh, 
my dear -Sir, that any body would tell you, 
how much I am indebted to you. I am 
determined never to do it myfelfV or, fay 
riiore upon the fubjed; than this, tliat I am 
yours, 

L. &TERNB. 



LETTER VIIL 

I ■ ■. ■...■' 

TO S— C , ESa. ,' . 

BEAR SIR, ■--■■ 'jl[i^l't^i6.' 

I RETURN you ten thoufand 
thanks for the favour of your letter — and the 
account you give me of my wife and girl. — 

i faw Mr. Ch y to night at Ranelagh, 

who tells me you have inoculated my friend 
Bobby.— I heartily wifli him well through, 
and hope i n God all goes right. 

On 
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. On Monday we fet out with a * grand 
retinue of Lord Rockingham^s (in whofe fuite 
I move) for Windfor — they have Gdntraxfted 
for fourteen hundred pounds for the dinf^r« 
to fome general undertaker* of which . the 
K. has bargained to pay one third. Lord 
George Sackville was laft Saturday at the 
ppera, forae fay with great effrontesy,— others, 
with gjreat dejection* 

I have httle news to add.— There is a ihil:- 
ling pan>phlet-f- wrote againll Triftranii. — 
I wifti they would write a hundred fuch^ 
J Mrs. Sterne fays her purfe is light : jufWi 
you, 'dear Sh*, bc.fo gooa m to pay her ten 

fineas^ and I will reckon with you,, wheft 
have the pleafure of meeting you.7-My 
beft compliments to Mrs. C. and all frieuds. 
— Believe me, dear Sir, your obliged and 
faithful 

LAU. STERNE. 



* Prince Ferdinand, the Marquis of Rockitighamy and £ail 
Temple, were inftalled Knights oi the Garter, on Tuefdaj, May 
6th, 1760^ at WiftAfor. •. ~ * ' ' ■ ^"V 

f " The Clockmakcr's Outcry tgainft the Author of Triftram 
«< Sl^ndju?* 8vo. 
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LETTER IX. 



TO THE SAME, 



JDEiiR SXRy- May, 27$a 

I THIS moinent received 
flie favour of your kind letter — the letter in the 
Ladies' Magazine *, about me, was wrote by 
the noted Uv. Hill, who wrote the Infpe£tor^ 
and undertakes that magazine — the people of 
York are very uncharitable to fuppofe ^ny 
man fo grofs a bead as to pen fuch a charac^ 
ter of himlelf. — In this great town, no foul 
fever fufpedked it, for a thoufand regifpiis-r^ 
could they fuppofe I (bould be fuch a fool as 
to fall foul upon Dr. Warburton, my bietii 
fiiend, by reprefcnting him fo weak a man— ^ 
or by telling fuch a lie of hytfl^-^^-as his givf 
ling mo a purfe, to btjy .off Kis tutormip 
for Trillram ! — or I iliould be fool encash 
jto own I hald taken his pmfe for that purr 
.J)ofef f"' ' •■ ' '. •' •.'""' ■ ■:":• ; 

' ■ Youinuft know there is a quarrel bettveeii 
Dr,. Hill and Vw M — — y> who was tlieph}'^* 
fieian nieant at.Mr. Chgtrles Stknbope'*, and 
'P*. HiU has changed the place ou purpojfe to 
give M— — ^y a lick. — No^v that converfation 
(though perhaps irue), yet rjlappefied at 3J1- 

^ ... . ^ . 

♦ The Royal Female. Magtzk«s for ApfS, f^eoi--- 

. . other 
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other place *, and with another phyfician ; 
which I have contradicted in this city, 

for the honour of my friend M y: 

all which Ihews tlie abfurdity of York credu- 
lity and nonfenfe. Befides, the account is 
full of falfehoods — firft, with regard to the 

♦ As the truth of this anecdote is not denied, it may gratifr 
curiofity to communicate it in Dr. Hill's own words.—-** At the 
** laft dinner that the late loft amiable Charles Stanhope gave to 
*^ geniuSy Yorick was prefcnt. The good old man was vexed to 
** lee a pedantic medicine-monger take the leady and prevent that 
••pleafantry which good wit and good wine might have otca- 
^ (ioned; by a difof urfe in the unintelligible language of his pnv 
^* feffion^ concerning the difference between the phreuitis and the 
^ psA!«phrenitis, and the concomitant categories of the mediafti- 
^nnih and pleura. 

** Gopd-numoured Yorick (aw the fenfe of the mailer of the 
^ feaft, and fell into the cant and jargon of phytic, as if he had 
** b*e» one of RadcliiFc's Iratellers. * The vulgar pradice,* fiys 
<* hc$ ^ favours too much of- mechanical principles { the vcnen^U^ 
** ancients were all empirics,^ and the profeflion will never regain its 
*• ancient credit, till praAide fsdls into the old tra<ik again. 1 tiin 
^* myfdfj an inftan(;e ; I caught cold by leaning .ot a damp cu{bion« 
•* and, after fneezing and fniveling a fortnight, it fell upon my breail: 
*• They blooded m'e, bliftered me, and gave me robs and bobs, and lo- 
'* hockf and ecle^^ta ; but I grew worfe; for I was treated accord* 
^* ing to the exa$ ru^e( of the College. In ihort, from an infiamma- 
<* tion it came to.an Adhesion, and all was over with me. They 
** advifed tne tcr Briftc^, fhat I might not do them the fcandal m 
f* dying und^r their hands j/.and the Briftol peopljefortji? fapne'rcsi* 
<* fon configned me over to Lifbon* But what do I ^ why I coiv- 
'*fid^rcd an adhefion is, in plain EngHfh, only sf fti<*king of twb 
** things together, and that force enough would pull them afosdcr. 
** I boi^ht a good ,a(h pole* and began leaping 4>vcc all the vmis 
•• ai)d ditches in the country. From the height of the pole I ufed 
^* to come foufe ^wn upon my feet, like an afs, when he thttt^ 
** pies upon a bull-dog, but it did not do. At laft-^when T l^ad 
** raiijed myfclf," perpendicularly over a wall, I ufcd to fall; exa^y 
** acrbft ihc 'ridge of it upon the fide oppofite to the adhefion.* Th» 
*^ toit);^ off at oncd, imd I am as you fee* Come, 611 a ghfffto the 
** memory of the eippiric medicine.' If he had been afked clfc« 
*^ where' about this ififorder (for he rcaHy had d confumptive difor- 
•* dcr), he would have anfwered, that he was cured by Huxbam's 
<* decoction of the bark, luid dixir of vitrioL" ' : . 

• .; .. place 
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blace of my birth, which was at Clonmel, in 
Ireland — the ftory of a hundred pounds to 

Mrs. W -*, not true, or of a penjioii pro- 

tnifed ; th€ merit of which I difclaimed — and 
indeed there are fo, many other things, fo un- 
true, "and unhkely to come from me, that 
the worft enemy I have here never had a fuf- 
picion^^and, to end all, Dr. Hill owns the 

. 1 iball be down before May is out — I 
pi:eacU before the judges on Sunday-^my 
.Sf^rippQS come out on Thurfday after-— and 
X purpoTe, the Monday, at furtheft, after 
tb^Jt,. to fet out for York — I have bought a 
pair bf horfes for that purpofe — my beft re^ 
fp^cSs to your Lady- — - 

I am, Dear Sir, '. * 

' Your' moft obliged and faithful 

• • • ■ 

L.. STERNE. 

P. S. i beg pardon for this hafty fcrawl, 
having juft.come from a concert where the 
D. of York performed.— -I have received 
great hbtice from him, and laft week had 
file honour of fupping with him. 

' ♦ Thc^WHow'o£ M^ Stfehie^ipredeceflbi- » of 

t : ■ . ■■:'•.' ' ' ''.(;; . .' '* ■ ■• ' i 

. ,' r. . , ■ ' * . . • 1 ! ' ■ . . , . i 

• • • - I 

• , ., . ■ . . . . 
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LETTER X. 

TO DH. WaKBURTON, BISHOP OF 

GLOUCESTER. 

Ur LOUD, Y^'k. June 9, 17^0; 

Not knowing where to fend 
two fets of rtiy Senhons, I could tKink of 
no better expedient than to order them into 
Mr- Berrenger*s hands, who has promifed me 
that he will wait upon vour Lordfhip with 
them, the firft moment he hears you are in 
town. The trueft und humblell thanks I 
return to your Lordfliip, for the generofity 
of your protection, and advice to me ; by 
making a good ufe of the one, I will hope to 
deferve the other: I wifli your Lordfliip 
all the health and happinefs in this world, 
for I am 

Your Lordihip's 

Moft obliged and 

Moil grateful Servant^ 

p. '& I am juft fitting down to garosi'Xrith 
Triflram, &c. — the fcribblers ufe me llfl^-tml 
they have ufed my Abetters much worfe, for 
which may God forgive them* 



/ 
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LETTER XL 



TO TUB EEV. MR. StERXE. 

KEVEREND SIR, Prior-Park, June 15, 176^. 

I HAVE your favour of the 
9th inftant, and am glad to underftand yoxi 
are got fafe home, and employed again in your 
proper ftudies and amufements. You have 
itin vour power to make that, wliich is an 
aipufement to yourfelf and others, ufeful to 
both : at leaft you fliould, above all things^ 
beware of its becoming hurtful to either, by 
any violations of decency and good manners: 
but I have already taken fuch repeated 
liberties of advifing you on that head, that 
to fay more would be needlefs, or perhaps 
unacceptable. 

Whoever is, in any way, well received by 
the public, is furc to be annoyed by that peft 
of tne public, profligate fcribhlers. This is 
the commx)n lot of fuccefsful adventurers; — 
but fuch have often a worfe evil to ftruggle 
with, I mean the over-officioufneft of their 
iodifcreet friends. There are two Odes*, 
as they are called, printed by Dodfley^ 
Whoever was the author, be appears tp be 
a monfler of impiety and Jewdneis — ^yet, 

* Infitled» ^ Two Lyric Epiftlet i One to my Confin Shandy, 
* oa hU coming to Townj and the other to the Grown Gentle^ 
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fuch is the malignity of the fcriblers, fome 
have given them to your friend Hall ; — and 
others, which is ftill more impoflible, to your- 
felf; though the ifirft Ode has the infolcnce 
to place you bojth in a mean and a ridiculous 
light. Biit this might arife from a tale equally 
groundlefs and malignant, that you had 
ihewn them to your acquaintances in MS. 
before they were given to the public,, Nor 
was their being printed by Dodfley the like- 
lieft means of difcrediting the calumny. 

About this time, another/under the malk 
of friendfliip, pretended to diraw your cha- 
racter, Avhich was fince publiihed in a Fe- 
male Magazine (for dulnefs, who often has 
as great a hand as the devil, in deforming 
God's works of the creation, has ynade them^ 
it feems, male and fe?nale\ and from thence 
it was transferred into a Chronic te *. Pray 
have you read it, or do you know its 
author ? 

But of all thefe things, I dare fay Mr. 
Garrick, whofe prudence is equal to his ho- 
nefty or his talents, has remonllrated to you 
with the freedom of a friend. He knows 
the inconftancy of what is called the Public, 
towards all, even the beft intentioned, of thofe 
who contribute to its j)lealure or arriufement. 
He. (as every man of honour and difcretion 
would) has availed himfelf of the public 
favour, to regulate the tafie, and, in his proper 
ftation, to reform the manners of the lafliion- 






* The London Chronicle, May ^ i^&)t 
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able world; — while, by a Avell-judged oeco-: 
nomy, he has provided againll the tempta- 
tions of a mean and fervile dependency on 
the follies and vices of the great. 

In a word, be affured, there is no one more 
fincerely wifhes your welfare* and happinefs^ 
than, 

Reverend Sir, 



LETTER XII. 



TO MY WITTY M^DOW, MRS. P- 



l/LADAM^ Coxwould, Aug, 3, 1760. - 

When a man's brains are 
as dry as a fqueez'd Orange, — ^and he feels 
he has no more conceit in him than a Mal- 
let, 'tis in vain to think of fitting down, and 
writing a letter to a lady of your wit, unlefs 
in the honeft John-Trot-Style of yours of the 
loth injiant came fafe to handy ^c. which, 
by the bye, looks like a letter of bufinefs; 
and you know very well, from the firft letter 
I had the honour to write to you, I am a 
man of no bufinefs at all. This vile plight 
I found my genius in was the reafon I have 

told Mr. -, I would not write to you till 

the next pofl: — hoping by that time to get 
fome fratall recruit, at leafi: of vivacity, if not 
wit| : to Jfet out with; — but upon fecond 
, . ^ K 3 thoughts, 
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thoughts, thinking a bad letter in feafon— 
to be better than a good one out of it— this 
fcrawl is the confequence, which, if you will 
burn the moment you get it— I promife to 
fend you a fine fet eflay in the ftyle of youi 
female epiftolizers, cut and trim'd at all 
points^ — God defend me from fuch, who 
never yet knew what it was to fay or write 
one premeditated word in my whole life — 
for this reafon I fend you this with pleafure, 
becaufe wrote with the carelefs iiTegularity 

of an eafy heart. Who told you, Garrick 

wrote the medley for Beard ?— Twas wrote 
in his houfe, however, and before I left town. 
— I deny it — I was not loft two days before 
I left town.— I was loft all the time I was 
there, and never found till I got to this 
Shandy-caftle of mine. — Next winter I in- 
, tend to fojourn amongft you with more de- 
corum, and will neither be loft or found any 
where. 

Now I wilh to God, I was at your elbow— 
I have juft finiflied one volume of Shandy^ 
and I want to read it to foitie one who I 
know can tafte and relifti humour — this by 
the way, is a little impudent in me — ^for I 
take the thing for granted, which their high 
mightinefles the world have yet to detenaind 
—but I mean no fuch thing— I could wiflif 
only to have your opinion*— fhall I^ itl- tPQtbi 
give you mine ? — I dare not— but I Will j 
jprovided you keep it to yourfelf—knOW tiiobj 
that I think there is more laughable hu'mdiiitt 
*-with an equal degree of C^adlM) fittii'^&^ 
— if 
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if not more than in the lafl>~butwe are bad 
Judges of the merit of our children. 

I return you a thou&nd thaul<s for your 
friendly congratulations upon my habitation 
— and I will take care, you Ihall never wiih 
me but well, for I am. Madam, 

AVitli great efteem and truth, 

Vour moil obliged, 

t. STEfiNE. 

P. S. I have wrote this fo vilely and fo pre- 
cipitately, I feai- you muft carry it to a decy- 
pberer — I beg you'll do me tlie honour to 
write — othcrwiie you draw me iu, inflead of 

Mr. drawing t/ou into a fcrape — for I 

Qiould forrow to Iiave a tajte of fo agreeable 
a correfpoudcnt — and 110 more. 

Adieu. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO S C , ESQ. 

^T DEAK f RIEl^Oj LondoD, ChnAmu Dart i7fio> 

I HAVE been in fucb a con- 
tinual hurry fince the moment I arrived here 
— what with my books, and what witli vifit- 
ors and vifitinga, diat it was not in my powe 
fooner to fit down and acknowledge th^ 
iavour of your obli^iu letter ; and to thauk 
you £(x tiie luofti&iqiQly motives yJM^j^d^^ 
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you to write it: I am not pinch in pain npon^ 
what gives my kind friends at Stillington To 
much on the chapter of N(?/e^— becaufe, as 
the principal fatire throughout that part is- 
levelled at thofe learned blockheads who, in 
all ages, have wailed their time and much' 
leaniing upon points as foolifh — it iliifts off 
the idea of what you fear, to another point — 
and 'tis thought here very good — 'twill pafs 
thufter — I mean not with all — no — no ! I 
fliall be attacked and pelted, either from eel* 
lars or garrets, write what I will — and befrdes, 
fnuft expeft to have a party againft me of 
many hundreds — who either do not — or will 
not laugh. — Tis enough if I divide the 
world ; — at lead I vill reft contented with it. 
•—I wifh you was here to fee what changes 
of looks and political reafoning have takerf 
plade in every company and cofFee-houfe 
lince laft year ; we Ihall be foon Prulfians, 

and Anti-Pruffians, B s and Anti-B -s, 

and thofe diftindions will juft do as well as 
Whig and Tory— and for ought 1 know ferve 
the fame ends. — ^The Kins; feems refolved to 
bring all things back to their original prin- 
ciples, and to ftop the torrent of corruption 
and lazinefs.-T-Hc rifes every morning at fix 
to do bufinefs — rides out at eight .to a minut?, 
returns at nine to give himfelf up to his peo^ 
pie. — By perfifting, 'tis thought he will oblige 
his Minillers and dependants to difpatch 
affairs with him many hours fooner than of 
late— arid 'tis much to be queftioned whe^ 
ther ' tliey will' not be enabled to wait upon 
' ^ ' him 
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liim fooner by being freed from long levees 
of their own, and applications; which will 
in all likelihood be transferred from them di- 
rectly to himfelf — the prefent fyftem being to 
remove that phalanx of great people, which 
ftood betwixt the throne and the fubjecfts, 
and fuffer them to have immediate accefs 
without tlie intervention of a cabal — (this is 
the language of others) : however, the King 
gives every thing himfelf, knows every thing, 
and weighs every thing maturely, and then 
is inflexible — this puts old ftagers off their 
game— how it will end we are all in the 
dark, 

'Tis feared tlie war is quite over in Ger- 
many ; never was known fuch havoc amongtt 
troops — I was told yefterday by a colonel 
from Germany, that out of two battalions of 
nine hundred men, to which he belonged, but 
feventy-one are left ! — Prince Ferdinand has 
font word, 'tis faid, that he muft have forty 
thoufand men direftly to take the field — and 
with provifions for them too, for he can but 
fubfifi them for a fortnight — I hope this Tvill 
find you all got to York — I beg my compli- 
ments to the amiable Mrs. Croft, &c. &c. 

Tho' I purpofed going firft to Golden- 
Square, yet fate has thus longdifpofed of me 
— fo I have never been able to fet a foot to- 
wards that quarter, 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours afledtipnately, 

Li STERNE, 



i9§ I,i|:TT£]|LS. 



»." 
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f 

TO THE SAME. 

SIT DEAR SIlt^ [About Jan. 176 j.J 

I HAVE juft time to ac- 
knowledge the favour of yours, but not to 
get the two prints you mention — which fliall 
be fent you by next poll — I have bought 
them, and lent them to Mifs Gilbert, but will 
aflpHredly fend for them and enclofe them to 
you : — I will take care to get your pictures well 
copied, and at a moderate price. And if I 
can be of further ufe, I befeech you to employ 
me ; and from time to time will fend you an 
account of whatever may be worth tranfmit- 
ting. The ftreara now fet$ in ftrong againft the 

German war. Loud complaints of 

-f making a trade of the war, &c. 

&:c. much expeded from Ld. Granby's evi- 
dence to thefe matters, who is expelled ev^y 
Lour : — the King wins every day upon the 
people, fliews hirafelf much at the play (but 
at no opera), rides out with his brotliers every 
morning, half an hour after fevcn, till nine: — 
returns with thejn, fpends an hour with them 
at breakfaft and chat — and then fits down to 
bufinels. I never dined at home once fince 
I arriyed — am fourteen diniiers deep engaged 
juft now, and fear matters will be worfe with 

i^e m thg-ti point than better. As to the 

main 
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main points in view, at which you hint — all I 
can fay is, that I fee my way, and unlefs Old 
Nick throws the dice — (hall in due time come 
off winner.— — ^Triftram will be out the twenti- 
eth—There is a great rout about him before 
he enters the ftage — whether this will be of ufe 
or no, I can't fay — fome wits of the firft mag- 
nitude here, both as to wit and ftation, en- 
gage me fuccefs— time will ihew— 

Adieu* 



LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME. 

X^EAR SIR, [March, 1761.] ' 

Since I had the favour of 
your obliging letter, nothing has happened, 
or been faid one day, which has not been con- 
tradi<fted the next ; fo having little certain to 
to write, I have forebore writing at all, in 
hopes every day of fomething worth filling up- 
a letter. We had the greateft expectations 
yefterday that ever were raifed of a 
pitched battle in the Houfe of Commons, 
wherein Mr. Pitt was to have entered and 
thrown down the gauntlet, in defence of the 
German war.— There never was fo full a 
houfe**-* the g'allery full to the top — I was 
there all the day — when lo ! a political fit of 
the gdot Ifeiaed the great combatant—he en- 
tered OQot the lifts — Beckford got up^ and 

begged 
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bejgged the houfe, as he faw not his right ho- 
ijiourable friend there, to put off the debate — 
it could not be done, fo ]3eckford rofe up, 
and made a moft long, paffionate, incoherent 
fpeech, in defence of the Germanic war — 
but very fevere upon the unfrugal manner 
it was carried on — in which he addreffed 
himfelf principally to tlie Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and laid him on terribly. It 
feems the chancery of Hanover had laid out 
350,000 pounds on account, and brought in 
our treafury debtor — and the grand debate 
was, for an honell examination of the parti- 
culars of this extravagant account, and for 
vouchers to authenticate it. — Legge anfwered 
Beckford very rationally, and coolly, — Lord 
N. fpoke long — Sir F. Dafliwood maintained 
the German war was moft pernicious — Mr. 
€ , of Surry, fpoke well againft the ac- 
count, with fome others. — L. Barrington at 
laft got up, and fpoke half an hour with great 
plainnefs and temper — explained a great 
many hidden f|)rings relating to thefe ac- 
counts, in favour of the late King, and told 
two or three converfations which had palfed 
between the King and himfelf, relative to 
thefe expences— which calt great honour upon 
the King's chara6ter. This was with regard 
to the money the King had fecretly furnilhed 
out of his pocket to leflen the account 
of the Hanover-fcore brought us to dif* 
qharge. 

Beckford and Barrington ;abuied all who* 
fought f(£)r peace, and joined, in the cry for it ; 

and 
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and Beckford added, that the reafoiis of wifli- 
ing a peace now, were the fame as the peace 
of Utrecht— that the people behind the cur-* 
tain could not both maintain the war and their 
places too, fo were for making another facri- 
fice of the nation to their own interefts — After 
all — the cry for a peace is fo general, that it 
will certainly end in one. Now for toy- 
felf.— 

One half of the town abufe my book ?is bit- 
terly, as the other half cry it up to the (kies— • 
the bell is, they abufe and buy it, and at fiich 
a rate, that we are going on with a fecond edi- 
tion, as fall as poffible. 

I am going down for a day or two with Mr. 
Spencer to Wimbleton ; on VVednefday there 

is to be a grand affembly at Lady N . 

i have enquired every where about Stephen's 
affair, and can hear nothing. — My friend, Mh 
Charles Townfliend, will be now fecretary of 
war * — he bid me wifh him joy of it, though 
tiot in pofleffion — I will afk him — ^atid de- 
pend, my moll worthy friend, tlmt you Ih'alt 
not be ignorant of what I learn from hini.-^ 
Believe me ever, ever. 

Yours, 

.li. o. 



, . ■" 



* He was appointed Secrctaiy at war ^c 2^th of Ivlarch 1761; : 
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LETTER XVL 

TO TUJS SAME. 

A STRAIN which I got in 
my wrift bj a terrible fall, prevented my ac- 
knowledging the favour of your obliging let- 
ter; I Mxnt yeft^rday morning to breakfafl 

with Mr^ V , who is a kind of right hand 

man to the fecretary, on purpofe to c^nquire 
about the propriety, or fealibility, of doing 
what you wifli me— and he has told me an 
anecdote, which had you been here, would, I 
tldnk, have made it wifer to have deferred 
fpeaking about tlie affair a month lience than 
now; it is thi^* — ^You raufl know that the 
numbers of officer;* who have left their regi* 
ments in Germany, for the plcafures of the 
town, have been long a topic for merriment ; 
as you fee tiiem in St# James's Coffee^rboufet 
and the park, every liour, ewjuiring opeo 
mouth, how things go on in Germany, and 
what news — when they fliould have been 
there to have fumiftied news themfelves; — 
but the worft part has been, that many of 
them have left their brother officers on ttieir 
duty, and in all the fatigues of it, and have 
come with no end but to make friends, to be 

{)ut unfairly over the heads of thofe who were 
eft rifking their lives. — In this attempt there 

have 
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have been fome but too fuccefsful, which h^^s 
juftly raifed ill-blood and complaiats fironl 
tlie officers whoftaid beliind — ^the upihot has 
been, that they have every foul been ordered 
off, and woe be to him, ('tis faid) who fhall be 
found hflening 1 Now juft to mention our 
friend's cafe whilft this cry is on foot, I think 
would be doing more hurt than good : but if 
you think otl^erwife, I will go with all my 
heart, and mention it to Mr. Townihend^ for 
to do more I am too inconiiderable a pexfon 
JtQ pretend to--^You made me and my J^iendft 
here very merry with the accounts current at 
York, of iny being forbid the court — but they 
do iiot confider what a confiderablc perfoa 
tiicy majke of me,, when they fuppofe either 
my going,, or my not going there,, is a point 
that ever, enters tlie King's head — and for 
thofe about him, I have the honour either to 
fia:nd fo perfonally well known to them, or 
to be fo well reprefented by thofe of the firft 
iiank, as to fear no accident of that kind. 
• I thank God (B — — s excepted) I have ite- 
ver yet made a friend or connection I have 
forfeited, or done aught to forfeit— -but, on 
the contrary, my true chara6ter is better un- 
derftood, and where I had one friend laft year, 
who did trie honour, I have three now.r— If 
my ^enamies kn€iw> that by this rage of abufe 
and ill-will, they were effectually ferving ti«* 
interefls both of myfelf and works^ they would 
be more quiet — but it has been the fate of 
my betters, who have found, that the way to 
fame, is like the way to heaven, tlirough much 

tribu- 



ipt 
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tribulation-^and till I ftiall have the honoili* 
to be as much mal-treated as Rabelais and 
Swift were, I muft continue humble ;-^for I 
have not filled up the meafure of half their 
perfecutions. . 

The court is turning topfy-turvy^ Lord 
Bute, le premier* — Lord Talbot^ to be 
groom of the chambers *f- in room of the D. 
of R d — Lord Hallifax to Ireland:]:— Sir 
F. Dafhwood in Talbot's place-^Pitt feems 
unmoved — a peace inevitable-^Stocks rife-^ 
the peers this moment kiffing hands, Sec. &C* 
(tliis week may be chriftened the kifs^hands 
week) for a hundred changes willt happen in 
confequence of thefe. Pray prefbnt my comv 

I)liment8 to Mrs. C. and aJlfriends, and be** 
ieve me^ with tlie greateft fidelity,, ; 

Yourev^rol 




I,. STERNB* 

• * ■ ' 

P, S* Is it not ftrange that Lord Talbot 
iliould have power to remove the; Duke of 

R-rr— d? \ , : '... . ■ ■"* 

Pray when you have read this, fend the 
news, to Mrs. Sterne, , 



* • * 



'« 



' ♦ Lord Bute was appointed Sccret^rj pi 3ta.te^n ,thc 2j;th of 

March 1761. ' . . ' 

" f Lord Talbdit was ttppomted Steward oi the heufehold on the 

(anie day. / ! . . . '.} ' 

J Lord Hallifax was appointed Lord l^utepant of Ireland o» 
the 2dtt of Match 1761. ; 
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LETTER XVIL 

TO J- H ^ S' — — , ESQ. 

iOEAR H , Coxwoald, July a8> iT^r, 

I SYMPATHISED for, or with 
rou, on the detail you give rae of your lat© 
igitations — and would willingly have taken 
ny horfe^ and trotted to the oracle to have 
!iKlUircd into the etymology of all your 
uff'erings, hiad I not been aflTmed, that ali 
Jiftt evacuation of bilious matter with all 
hat abdominal motion attending it (both 
vhich arc equal to a month's purgation and 
jxerciie) will have left you better than it 
bund you. — Need one go to D — --, to be 
:old that all kind of mild (mark, I am going 
o talk more fooliftdy than your apothecary), 
opening, faponacious, dirty-lhirt, fud-waih- 
ftg liquors are proper for you, and confe*- 
juently all flyptical potations, death and de- 
lru6lion — if you had not lliut up your gall- 
lu6ls by thefe, the glauber-falts could not 
lave hurt — as it was, 'twas like a match to 
:he gunpowder, by railing a frefli combuftion, 
3is all phyfic does at firtt, fo that you have 
been let off — nitre, brimftone, and charcoal 
[which is blacknefs itfelf), all at one blaft— 
twas well the piece did not burft, for I think 
it underwent great violence, and as it is 
proof, will, I hope, do much fervice in this 
VOL. IV. o mili* 
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militating world — Panty * is miftaken, I 
quaiTel with no one. — There was that cox- 
comb of in the houfe, who loft temper 

with me for no reafon upon earth but that 
I could not fall down and worfliip a brazen 
image of learning and eloquence, which he 
fet up, to the perfecution of all true believers 
— I fat down upon his altar^ and w^hiftled 
in the time of his divine fervice — and broke 
^lown his carved \vork, and kicked his in- 

cenfe pot to the D , fo he retreated, fed 

mon fine felle in corde ftio. — I have wrote a 
a clerum; whether I ihall take my doctor's 
degrees or no — I am mnch in doubt, but I 
trow not. — I go on with Triftram — I have 
bought feven hundred books at a pur- 
chafe dog cheap — and many good — and I 
have been a week getting them fet up in my 
beft room here — why do not you tranfport 
yours to town, but I talk like a fool. — This 
will juft catch you at you fpaw — I wifti 
you incolumem apud Londinum- -do you go 
there for good and all — or ill? — I am, dear 
coiifin, 

Yours affediionately, 



L. STERNE, 



♦ the Reverend Mr. R- 



1 . 



• ..■)• 
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LETTER XVlII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I 

I REJOICE you are in Lon-* 
cl on— -reft j^ou there in peace : — here 'tis the 
devil. — You was a good prophet. — 1 wi(h 
inyfelf back again^ as you told me I (hould 
— but not becaufe a thin, death-doing, pef- 
tiferous, north-eaft wind blows in a line di- 
rectly from Crazy-Caftle turret full upo;i me 
in this cuckoidy retreat (for I value the 
north-eaft wind andj all its powers not 
a ftraw), — but the tranfition from rapid mo- 
tion to abfolute reft was too violent. — 1 
Ihould have walked abQ<it the ftreets of York 
ten days, as a proper medium, to have pafled 
through* before 1 entered upon my reft.— 
1 ftaid but a moment, and I have been here 
but a few, to fatisfy me I have not managed 
my miferies like a wife man — and if God, 
for my confolation under them, had not 
poured forth the fpirit of Shandeifm into me, 
which will not fuffer me to think two mo- 
ments upon any grave fubje6t, I would elfe, 
juft now lie down and die — die — and yet, 
in haJf an hour s time, I'll lay a guinea, I 
ftiallibe as meny as a monkey — and as mif- 
chievous too, and forget it all — fo that this 
is but a copy of the prefent train running 

o 2 crofs 
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crofs my brain. — And fo you think this 
curfed ilupid — but that, my dear II., depends 
much upon the quota hoii^ of your fliabby 
ck)ck, it' the {)ointer of it is in any quarter be- 
tween ten in the morning or four in the after- 
noon — I give it up — or if the day is ob- 
fcured by dark engendering clouds of either 
wet or dry weather, I am liill loll — but who 
knows but it may be iive— and the day as 
fine a day as ever Ihone upon the earth lince 
the deflrurtion of Sodou), — and peradventure 
your lionour may have got a good hearty 
dinner to day, and eat and drank your intel- 
le(!^tuals into a placid uhlh and a blandulilh 
ainalgama — to bear nonfenfe, fo much for 
that. 

'Tis as cold and chiirlifli juft now, as (if 
God had not plealed it to be fo) it ought to 
have been in bleak December, and therefore 
I am glad you arc wtiere you are, and where 
(I repeat it again) I w^iOi I was alfo — Curfe 
of poverty ^mi abfence from thofe we love ! 
—they are two great evils which embitter all 
things — and yet with the firll I am not haunt- 
ed much. — As to matrimony, 1 Ihould be a 
beaft to rail at it, for n)y wife is eafy — but 
the world is not — and had I ftaid from her 
a fecond longer, it would have been a burn- 
ing fiiame — elfe Ihe declares herfelf hap^ 
pier without me — but not in anger is this de- 
elaration made — but in pure fober good fei^fe, 
built on found experience — ihe hopes yuu Will 
be able to ftrike a bargain for me before 
this time twelvemonth, to lead ^ bear round 

Europe : 
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Europe: and from this hope from you, I 
verily believe it is, tliat you are fo high in 
her favour at prelent — She fwears you are a 
fellow of wit, though humorous; a funny, 
jolly foul, though fomewhat fplenetic; and 
(bating the love of women) as honeft as gold 
— how dp you like the fimile! — Oh, Lord! 
now are you going to Ranelagh to-night, and 
I am iitting, forrowful as the prophet was, 
when the voice cried out to him and faid, 
"What doft thou here, Ehjah?"— Tis well 
the fpirit does not make the fame at 
Coxwould — for unlels for the few llieep left 
me to take care of, in this wildernefs, I might 
as well, nay better, be at Mecca — When we 
find we can, by a fliifting of places, run away 
from ourfelves, what think you of a jaunt 
there, before we finally pay a vifit to the vale 
of Jehofaphat? — As ill a fame as Ave have, 
I truft I fhall one day or other fee you face 
to face — fo tell the two colonels, if they love 
good company, to live righteoufly and fober- 
ly, as t/oH do^ and then they will have no 
doubts or dangers within or without them — 
prefent my bell and warmefl; wilhes to them, 
and advife the eldeft to prop up his fpirits, 
and get a rich dowager before the conclufion 
of the peace — why will not the advice luit 
both, par nobile fratrum f 

To-morrow morning (if Heaven permit) I 
begin the fifth volume * of Shandy — 1 care 
not a curie for the critics — I'll load my 

♦ Alluding to the firft edition. 

o 3 vehicle 
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vehicle with what goods he fends me, and they 
may take 'em off my hands, or let them alone 
— lam very valorous — and 'tis in proportion as 
we retire from the world, and fee it in its true 
dimenfiotis, that we defpife it — no bad rant ! 
— God above blefs you ! You know I am 

Your afTeftionate Coufin, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 

What few remain of the Demoniacs, greet 
-and write mc a letter, if you are ^ble, as 
foohlh as this. 



LETTER XIX. 



TO LADY - 



Cox^'ould, Sept. 21. 1761.. 

I RETURN to my new ba-^ 
bitation, fully determined to write as hard as 
can be, and thank you moft cordially, my 
dear lady, for your letter of congratulation 
upon my Lord Fauconberg's having prefented 
me with the curacy of this place — though 
your congratulation comes fomewhat of the 
lateft, as 1 have been poflTefled of it fome time. 
—1 hope I have been of fome fervice to hifii 
Lordfliip, and he has fufficiently requited me. 
— 'Tis feventy guineas a-year in my pocket, 
though worth a hundred— but it obliges me 
to have a curate to officiate at Sutton and 
Stillington. — "Tis within a mile of his Lord- 

Ihip'i 



fliip's feat and park. Tis a very agreeable 
ride out in the chaife I purchafed tor m_y 
wife, — Lyd has a poney which flie dehghts 
in. — AVhJlft they take thefe diverfions, I am 
fcribbling away at my Triftrani, Thefe two 
volumes are, I think, the beft. — I fliall write 
as long as I live, 'tis, in fadl, my hobby-horfe : 
and fo much am I delighted with my uncie 
Toby's imaginary character, that I am be- 
come an enthufiall. — My Lydia helps to 
copy for me — and my wife knits, and iiftens 
as I read her chapters. — The coronation of 
his Majefty (whom God preferve !) has coil 
me the value of an ox, which is to be roafted 
whole in the middle of the town, and my 
pariihioners will, I fuppofe, be very merry 
upon the occafion. — You will then be in town 
— and feaft your eyes with a fight, which 'tis 
to be hoped will not be in either of our 
powers to fee again — for in point of age we 
nave about twenty years the ilavt of his Ma- 
jefty. — And now, my dear friend, I muft finifti 
this — and with every wiih for your happinefs 
conclude myfelf your moft fincere well-wiflier 
md friend, 

U STERHB* 
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.LETTER XX. 

TQ n^VID CfAH^tJCKj^ F.sqt 

TmsTK not, bt^c«ufe I have 
hrcn a fortnight in thi$ n>etmpt)}ia without 
writing to you, thut thfrciurel hare not had 
you and Mi\s. Gankk a liundred times ininj 
head ajad lieart — heart ! yes, yes^ fay you — 
but I muft nat wafte pai>er in badinage this 
pdt,; whatever I do the ne:i^t. WeH! here I 
^m, ii>y friend,, aj^ much improved i» my 
Jaealtk, for the tiuie, as evev youf friendflnip 
coiiild vilh, or at leall yoiir faith give credit 
tx>r-by the bye I am fomewhat wwfc in my 
iutellc(?luals, for my head is turned rauBd 
>ft:ith what 1 fee,^ and the unexiwxtcd hro^ours 
I have met with here. Triftiram vvas^ aJtooft 
as much known bore as^ in. LoikIou, at leaft 
aHmong 3'our men of condition and tearoing, 
and has got n)e introduced into fq many cir^ 
des ('tis, comvic () Londres). I liave jntt now 
a fortnight's dinners and fuppers upon my 
hands — My application to the Count de 
Choifeul goes on fwimmingly, for not only 
i\1. Pellctiero (who, b}^ the bye, fends ten 
tlioniand civilities to you and Mrs. Garrick) 
has undertaken mv affair, but the Count de 
Linibourgh — the ]^»aron dTIolbach, has of- 
fered any fecurity for the inoffenfivenefs of 

my 
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my behaviour in France — ^^tis more, you 
rogue ! than you will do — This Baron is one 
of the moll learned noblemen here, the great 
protestor of wits, and the Spavans who are no 
wits — keeps open houfe three days a-week — 
his houfe is now, as yours was to me, my own — 
he lives at great expence — 'Twas an odd inci- 
dent when 1 was introduced to the Count de 
Biffie, which I was at his delire — ^I found him 
reading Triftram — this grandee does me 
great honours, and gives me leave to go a 
private way through his apartments into the 
palais royal, to view the Duke of Orleans's 
«olle<ftions, e?\^ery day I have time — I have 
been at the do<ftors of Sorbonne — I hope in 
a' fortnight to break through, or rather from 
the delights of this place, which, in the /c«- 
vmrtivre^ exceeds all the places, I believe, in 
this feiftion of the globe 

I am going, when this letter is wrote, with 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Maccartny to Verfailles — 
the next morning I wait upon Monf. Titon, 
in company with Mr. Maccartn}", who is 
known to him, to deliver your commands. — I 
have bought you the pamphlet upon the- 
atrical, or rather tragical, declamation; I have 
bought another in verfe, worth reading, and 
you will receive them, with what I can pick 
up this week, by a fervant of Mr. Hodges, 
whom he is fending back to England. 

I was laft night with TVIr. Fox to fee 
Mademoifelle Clairon, in Tphigine — flie is 
extremely great — would to God you had one 
or two liice her — what a luxury, to fee you 

with 
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with oil e of fucli powers in the fame inte- 
rclling fcene — but 'tis too much— Ah ! Pre- 
ville ! thou art Mercury himfelf^ — By virtue 
of taking a couple of boxes, we have befpoke 
this week, The Frenchman in London^ in which 
Preville is to fend us home to fupper, all 
happy — I mean about fifteen or fixt^en Eng- 
Ii(h of diftin6i:ion, who are now here, and 
live well with each other. 

I am under great obligations to Mr. Pitt, 
who has behaved in every refpedl to ine like 
a man of good breeding, and good nature — 
Jn a f oft or two, I will write again— ^Foley is 
an honeft foul — I could write fix volumes of 
what has pall comically in tliis great fcene, 
iince thefe laft fourteen days-r-but more of 
this hereafter. — We are all going intomourn^ 
ing ; nor you, nor Mrs. Garrick^ would know 
me, if you met me in my remife — blefs yoii 
both ! Service to Mrs. Denis. Adieu, adieu ! 

L. S. 



LETTER XXI- w 



TO LADY D 



London*, Feb. i, 1762* 

Your Ladyfliip's kind en- 
quiries £^fter my health are indeed kind, and 
of a-piece with Xh^ reft of your character. In- 

* This Letter^ though d^ted from London^ was evidently written 
at Paris. 

deed 
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deed I am very ill, having broke a veflel 
in my lungs — hard writing in the fummer, 
together with preaching, which I have not 
ftrength for, is ever fatal to me — but I can- 
not avoid the latter yet, and the former is too 
pleafurable to be given up — I believe I (hall 
try if the fouth of France will not be of fer- 
vice to iiie — his G. of Y. has moft humanely 
;iven me the permiffiou for a year or two — 

fliftll fet off with great hopes of its efficacy, 
and fhall write to my wife and daughter to 
come and join me at Paris, elfe my ftay 
could not be fo long—" Le Fevre's ftory has 
^ beguiled your ladyfliip of your tears,'' 
and the thought of the accufing fpirit flying 
up to heavetfs chancery with the oath, you 
a»e kind enough to fay is fublime— my friend, 
Mr. Garrick, thinks' fo too, and I am moft 
vain of his approbation— your Ladyfliip's 
opinion adds not a little to my vanity. 

I wiih I had time to take a little excui-fion 
to Bath, were it only to thank you for all 
the obhging' things you fay in your letter — 
but 'tis iiiipoffible — accept at leaft my 
warmeft thanks — If I could tempt my friend 
Mr. H. to come to France, I fhould he truly 
happy — If I can be of any fervice to you at 
Paris, command him who is, and ever will be. 

Your Ladyfliip's faithful 

L. STERNE.' 
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LETTER XXII. 



TO DAVID GARRICK, ESQ. 

DEAR GARRICK, Paris, March 19, 1761. 

This mIII be put into 
your hands by Dr. Sbippen, h phyfician, 
M'ha has been here fome tUne with Mils 
Po3^ntz, and is this njonient fetting off for 
your metropolis ; fo I Inatch the oj^por- 
liuiity of writing to you and my kind friend 
Mrs. Garrick. — I fee notliing like her here, 
and vet 1 have been introduced to one lialf 
of their beft GochleHes, and in a month mare 
ihall be admitted to the Ihrines of the other 
half — but 1 neither worttiip — or fall (much) 
upon my knees before tliem; but, on the 
contrary, have converted n)any, unto Shaia- 
deifm — for be it known, 1 Sliijndy it away 
fifty times more than 1 was ever wont, talk 
more nonfenfe than ever you heard me talk 
in your days— and to all forts of people; 
Qui le diable eft cet homme M — faid Choifeul^ 
t'other day — ce Chevalier .Slmndff — ^Toull 
think me as vain as a devil, was I to tell 
vou the reft of the dialogue — whether the 
bearer knows it or no, I know not — ^Twill 
ferve up after fupper, in Southampton-ftreet, 
amon2;il other fmall diflies, after the l&tijgaei 
of Richard the Hid— O God! they havi- 
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nothing here, which gives the nerves fo fmart 
a blow, as thofe great characters in the hands 
of Garrick ! but I forgot I am writing to the 

man himfelf The devil take (as he will) 

thefe tranfports of enthufiafm ? Apropos — 
the whole City of Paris is betmtclid with the 
comic opera, and if it was not for the affair 
of tlie Jefuits, which takes up one half of 
our talk, the comic o\\exdL would have it all — 
It is a tragical nuifance in all companies as 
it is, and was it not for fome fudden ftarts 
and clalhes — of Shandeifm, which now and 
then either break the thread, or entangle it 
fo, that the devil himlelf would be puzzled ia 
winding it off— I Ihould die a martyr — this 
by the way I never will — 

I fend you over fome of thefe comic 
operas by the bearer, with the SaUon, a fatire 
— The French comedy, I feldom vilit it — 
they ad; Icarce any thing but tragedies — and 
the Clairon is great, and Mad"'. Dumelhil^ 
in fome places, ft ill greater than her — yet 
I cannot bear preaching — I fancy I got a v" 
furfeit of it in my younger days. — ^I'here is 
a tragedy to be damn'd to-night — peace be 
with it, and the gentle brain which made it ! 
I have ten tlu)ufand things to tell you ; 1 can- 
not write — I do a thouland things which cut 
no figure^ but in the doing — and as in London, 
I have the honour of having done and faid 
a thoufand things I never did or dream'd of 
-Hind yet I dream abundantly — If the devil 
ftood behind me in the fhape of a courier^ 
I eo^ld not tvrtte fafter^^sui X do, having 

fiye 
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five letters more to difpatch by the fariie Gen-^ 
tleman ; he is going into another fe6iion of tlie 
globe, and %vhen he has feen you, he will 
depart in peace. 

The Duke of Orleans has fufFered my 
"^ portrait to be added to the number of forae 
odd men in his colle6lion ; and a gentleman 
who lives with him has taken it moft ex- 
preffively, at full length — I purpofe to ob- 
tain an etching of it, and to fend it you 
— your prayer for me of rofy healthy is heard 
— If I flay here for three of four months, I 
ihall return more than reinftated. My love 
to Mrs. Garrick. 

I am, my dear Garrick, 

Your moft humble {ervant, 

t. STERNE 
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TO THE SAME. 

MT DEAk GARRICK, fane, April lo, lySt. 

I s HATCH the occafion o{ 
Mr. Wilcox (the late Bi (hop of Rochefters 
ion) leaving this place for England, to write 
to you, and I inclofe it to Tlall,^ wl>o will 
put it into your hand, poffibly behind, the 
fcenes. I hear no news of you,^ qr yqur 
empire^ I would have faid kingdom— hxxt here 
every thing is hyperbolized— and if a woman 

is 
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is but fimply pleafed— 'tis Je fuis charmS— 
and if flie is charmed, 'tis nothing left than 
ihe is ravi-tti'd — and when ravi-m'd (which 
may happen) there is nothing left for her 
but to fly to the other world for a metaphor^ 
and fvvear, qu'elle etoit tout extaJiSe — which 
mode of fpeaking is, by the bye, here creep- 
ing into ufe, and there is fcarce a woman 
who underftands the bon ton but is feven 
times in a day in dowriglit extafy — that is, 
the devil's in her — by a fmall miftake of 
one world for tlie other — Now, where am I 
got ? 

I have been thefe two days reading a 
tragedy, given me by a lady of talents to 
read, and conjeifture if it would do for you 
— ^'Tis from the plan of Diderot, and poffibly 
half a tranflation of it. — ^The Natural Son, or 
the Triumph of Virtue, in five adts — It has 
too much fentiment in it (at lead for me), 
the fpeeches too long, and favour too much 
of preaching — this may be a fecond reafon, 
it is not to my tafte — Tis all love, love, love, 
throughout, without much feparation in the 
character ; fo I fear it would not do for your 
ftage, and perhaps for the very reafons 
which recommend it to a French one. — 
After a vile fufpenfion of three weeks^ — 
we are beginning with our comedies and 
operas again — yours I hear never flouriflied 
more — here the comic a6tors were never fo 
low — the tragedians hold up their heads — 
in all fenfes. .1 have known owe little ^inan 
fupport the theatrical world, like a David 

Atlas, 
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Atlas, upon his flioulders, but Preville can't 
do half as much here, though Mad"\ Clairon 
ilands by him, and fets her back to his — ^flie 
is very great, however, and highly improved 
fince you faw her- — flie alfo fupports her 
dignity at table, and has her public day 
every Thurfday, when flie gives to eat (as 
they fay here) to all that are hungry and 
dry. 

You are much talked of here, and much 
expe6led as foon as the peace will let you— 
thefe two lalt days you have happened to 
engrofs the whole converfation at two great 
houfes where I Avas at dinner — Tis the 
greateft problem m nature, in this meridian, 
that one and the fame man fliould poflefs 
fuch tragic and comic powers, and in fuch 
an equilibrio, as to divide the world for 
which of the two Nature intended him. 

Crebillion has made a convention with 
me, which, if he is not too lazy, will be no 
bad perjijiage — as foon as I get to Touloufe he 
has agreed to write me an expoftulatory 
letter upon the indecorums of T. Shandy— 
which is to be anfwered by recrimination 
upon the liberties in his own works — thefe 
are to be printed together — Crebillion againft 
Sterne — Sterae againll Crebillion — the copy 
to be fold, and the money equally divided— 
This is good Swifs-^policy- 

I am recovered greatly^ aftd if I could 
fpend one whole winter at Touloufe^ I lliould 
be fortified, in my inner rtian, beyond all 
danger of relapfing. — A fad aflhma my 

daughter 
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llaughter has been martyr'd with thefe three 
winters, but moftly this laft, makes it, I fear, 
neceflTary. flie fliould tiy the laft remedy of a 
warmer and fofter air, fo I am going this 
week to Verfailles, to wait upon Count 
Choifeul to fohcit palfports for them — If 
this lyttem takes place, they join me here — 
and after a month's ftay we all decamp for 
the fouth of France — if not, I Ihall fee you 
in June next Mr. Fox, and Mn Maccartny, 
having left Paris, I live altojjether in French 
families — I laugh till I cry, and in the fame 
tender moments crif till / laugh. \ Shandy 
it more than ever, and verily do believe^ that 
by mere Shandcifm, fiiblimated by a laugh- 
ter-loving people, I fence as much againft 
infirmities, as I do by the benefit of air and 
climate. Adieu, dear Garrick ! prefent ten 
thoufand of my beft refpe<fts and wilhes to 
and for my fiiend Mrs^ Garrick — had flie 
been laft night upon th6 Tuilleries, Ihe 
would have annihilated a thoufand French 
goddelfes, in one Jingle turn^ 

I am, moft truly, 

my dear friend, 

L. STERNt. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO MRS. STERNE, YORK. 

*4Y DEAR, * JParis, May i6th, 1762. 

It is a thoufand to one 
that this reaches you before you have fet 
out — However I take the chance — you will 
receive one wrote laft night, the moment 
you get to Mr. E. and to wifli you joy of 
your arrival in toAvn — to that letter which 
you will find in town, I have nothing to add 
that I can think on — for I have almoil 
drained my brains dry upon the fubje(9:. — 
For God fake rife early and gallop away in 
the cool — and always fee that you have not 
forgot your baggage in changing poft-chaifes 
— You will find good tea upon the road 
from York to Dover — only bring a little to 
carry you from Calais to Paris — give the 
Cuftom-Houfe OflScers what I told yoti — 
at Calais give more, if you have much Scotch 
fnuff — but as tobacco is good here, you had 
befl: bring a Scotch mill and make it your- 
fcflf, that is, order your valet to manufadlure 
it — ^'twill keep him out of mifchief. — I would 
advife you to take three days in coming up, 
for fear of heating yourfelves — See that they 
do not give you a bad vehicle, when a better 
is in the yard, but you will look fharp — 
drink fmall Rhenifti to keep you cool (that 
is if you like it). Live well, and deny 

your- 
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yourfelves nothing your hearts wifli. So 
God in heaven profper and go along with 
you— kifs my Lydia, and believe me both 
affecSlionately, 

Yours; 
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TO THE SAME. 
MY DEAR, ^*^''^> ^^y 3T, 1762. 

There have no mails ar- 
Hved here till this morning, for three pofts, 
fo 1 expected with great impatience a letter 
from you and Lydia — and lo ! it is arrived. 
You are as bufy as Throp's wife, and by the 
time you receive this^ you will be bufier ftilL 
— I have exhaufted all liiy ideas about your 
journey— and what is needful for you to do 
before and during it — fo I write only to tell 
you I am well — Mr. Colebrooks, the liiinifter 
of Swiffprland's fecretary^ I got this morning 
to write a letter for you to the governor of 
the Cuftora-^Houfe Office at Calais— it fhall 
be fent you next poft. — You mull be cautious 
about Spotth fnuff — take half a pound iayour 
pockety and make Lyd do the fame. 'Tis 
Well I bought you a chaife — there is no get- 
ting ^e in Paris now^ but at an enormous 

p 2 price 
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price — for they are all fent to the army, and 
fuel) a one as yours we have not been able 
to match for forty guineas, for a friend of 
mine who is going from hence to Italy— the 
weather was never known to fet in fo hot, as 
it has done the latter end of this month, fo he 
and his party are to get into his chaifes by 
four in the morning, and travel till nine — and 
not ftir out again till fix ; — but I hope this 
fevere heat will abate by the time you come 
here — however, I bes; of you once more to 
take fpecial care of heating your blood in 
travelling, and come tout doiicement^ when 
vou find the heat too much — I ihall look im- 
patiently for intelligence from you, and hope 
to hear all goes well ; that you conquer all 
difficulties, that you have received your paff- 
port, my pi6lure, &c. Write and tell me 
fomething of every thing, I long to fee you 
both, you may be aflurcd, my dear wife and 

child, after folonga feparation and write 

me a line diredtly, that I may have all the 
notice you can give me, that I may. h?ive 
apartments ready and fit for you when you 
anive.— For my own part I fliall continue 
writing to you a fortnight longer — prefent my 
refpe^ls to all friends— you have bid Mr. C. 
get my yifitations at P. done for me, &e. 
&c. If any offers are made about the in- 
clofure at Rafcal, they muft be inclofed to 
me — nothing tlmt is fairly propafed fliall 
ftand fiill on my fcore. Do all for the beft, 
as He who guides all things will I hope 

6 do 
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do for us — fo heaven preferve you both — 
believe me 

Your afFed:ionate 

L. STERNE. 

Love to my Lydia— I have bought her a 
gold watch to prefent to her when ftie 
comes. . 
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TO THE SAME. 

MY DEARi Paris, June 7. 1762. 

I KEEP my promife and 
write to you again — I am forry the bureau 
mull be opened for the deeds — but you will 
fee it done — I imagine you are convinced of 
the neceffity of bringing three hundred 
pounds in your pocket — if your conlider Lydia 
muft have two flight negligees — you will 
want a new gown or two — as for painted 
linens, buy them in town, they will be more 
admired becaufe Englifli than French. — Mrs. 
H. writes me word that I am miftaken about 
buying filk cheaper at Touloufe than Paris, 
that fhe advifes you to buy what you want 
here — where they are very beautiful and 
cheap, as well as blonds, gauzes, &c. — ^Thefe 
I fay will all coll you fixty guineas — and you 
muft have them — for in this country nothing 
rouft be fpared for the back — and if you dinc^ 

? 3 on 
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on an onion, and lie in a garret feven ftories 
high, you nmit not betray it in your clothes, 
according to which 3'ou are well or ill looked 
on. When we are got to Touloufe, we niuft 
begin to turn the penny, and we may (if you 
do not game much) live very cheap-^I think 
that expreffion will divert you — and now 
God knows I have not a wifli but fox your 
health, comfoit, and fafe arrival here— 
write to mc every other poft, that I may 
know how you go on — you will be in rapturesi 
with your chariot — Mr. R. a gentleman of 
fortune, who is going to Italy, and has feen it, 
has offered me thirty guineas for my bargain. 
— You will wonder all the way, how 1 am to 
find room in it for a third — to eafe you of 
this wonder, ^tis by what the coachmakers 
here call a cave, which is a fccond bottom 
added to that you fet your feet upon, 
which lets the perfon (who fits over againft 
you) down Avith his knees to your ancles, an4 
by which you have all more room — and what 
is more, lefs heat, — becaufe his head does not 
intercept the fore-glafs — little or nothing— r 
Jiyd and I will enjoy this by turns ; foine- 
times I lliall take a. bidetT--(a little poft horljb) 
and fcamper before — at other times I fliall fit 
in frelbo upop the arm-ch^ir without doors, 
and one way or other will do very well. — J 
am under infinite obligations to Mr. Thorn- 
bill, for accomodating me thus, and fo gen- 
teelly, for 'tis like making a prefent of it.-— 
Mr, T-TT — r will fend you au order to receive 

it 
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it at Calais — and now, my dear girls, have I 
forgot any thing ? 

Adieu ! adieu ! 
Your's mod afFedlionately, 

L. STERNE. 

A week or ten days will enable you to fee 
every thing — and fo long you muft ftay to 
reft your bones. 
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TO THE SAME. 
MT DEAREST, Paris, June 14, 1762. 

Having an opportunity 
of writing by a friend who is fetting out this 
morning for London, I write again, in cafe 
the two laft letters I have wrote this week to 
yon fhould be detained by contrary winds at 

Calais — I have wrote to Mr. E r^ by the 

iamei hand, to thank him for his kindnefs to- 
ypu in the handfomeft manner I could — and 
liaViO told him, his good heart, and his wife's, 
haife made them overlook the trouble of hav- 
iflg you at his houfe, but that if he takes you 
apactmenis near him, they will have occafion 
fliH enough left to fhew their friendlhip to 
us — I have begged him to affift you, and 
ftand by you, as if he was in my place with 

P 4j regard 
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regard to the fale of the Shandys— aud then 
the copyright — Mark to keep thefe things 
diftindl in your head — But Bccket I liave 
ever found to be a man of probity, and I dare 
fay you will have very little trouble in finifli^ 
ing matters with him — and I would rather 
wifli you to treat with him than with another 
man — but whoever ])uys the fifth and ftxth 
volumes of Shandy s^ mull have the nay-f^y of 
the feventh and eighth *• — I wifli, when you 
come here, in cafe the weather is too hot to 
travel, you could think it pleafant to go to 
the Spa for fpiu" or fix weeks, where we fliould 
live for half the money we flvoutd fpend at 
Paris — after that we Ihould take the fweeteft 
feafon of the vintage to go to the fouth of 
France — but we will put our heads together, 
and you ihall juft do as you pleafe in this, 
and in every thing which depends on me— 
for I am a being perfectly contented, whei^ 
others are pleafed — to bear and forbear will ever 
be my maxim — only I fear the heats through 
a journey of five hundred miles for you and 
my Lydia, more than for myfelf. — Do not for- 
get the watch-chains — bring a couple for a 
gentleman's watch likewife ; we lliall lie under 
great obligations to the Abbe M., and muft 
make him fuch a fmall acknowledgment ; ac- 
cording to my way of flourilhing, 'twill be a 
prefent worth a kingdom to him — ^They have 
b^d pins, and vile needles here — bring for 

* Alluding to the firft. edition.. 

your-. 
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yourfelf, and fonie for prefents — as alfo a 
ftrong bottle-fkrew, for whatever Scrub we 
may hire as butler, coachman, &c. to uncork 
us our Fronliniac— s-You will find a letter for 
you at the Lyon D'Argent— Send for your 
chaife into the court-yard, and fee all is right 
— Buy a chain, at Calais, ftrong enough not 
to be cut off, and let your portmanteau be 
tied on the forepart of your chaife for fear of 
a dog's trick — fo God blefs you both, and re- 
member me to my Lydia. 

I am yours afFe6i:ionately, 

L. 9TERNE. 
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TO THE SAME. 



MY DEAREST, Paris, June 17, 1762. 

Probably you will re- 
ceive another letter with this by the fame 
poft — if fo, read this the laft — It will be the 
laft you can poffibly receive at York, for I 
hope it will catch you juft as you are upon 
the wing — if that fhould happen, I fuppofe 
in courfe you have executed the contents of 
it, in all things which relate to pecuniary 
mattei's, and when thefe are fettled to your 
mind, you %vill have got through your laft dif- 
ficulty — every thing elfe will be a ftep of 
pleafure, and by the time you have got half a 

dozen 
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do^en ftages, you will fet up your pipes and 
{\ng Te Deum together, as you whifk it along. 
— Defire Mr. C to fend me a proper let- 
ter of attorney by you, he will receive it back 
by return of pott. You have done every 
thin-g well with regard to our Suktou and 
Stillington affairs, and left things in the beft 
cl^Qjiel — if 1 was not fure you mull have 
lon-g fince got my pidlure, garnets, &c., I 

wo^ijld write and fcold Mr. T abominably 

— he put them in Becket's han<ls to be for- 
Avarded by tlie flagc-coach to 3^ou, as foon as 
he got to town. — I long to hear from you, 
and that all my letters and things arc come fafe 
to you, and then you will fay that I have not 
been a bad lad — for you will find I have been 
writing continually, as I wiflied you to do — 
Bring your fiU er coffee-pot, 'twill fevxe both 
to give water, lemonade, and orjead — to fay 
nothing of coffee and chocolate, which, by 
the bye,, is both cheap and good at TouJoufe, 
like other things — 1 had like to have forgot 
a m<oft neceflfary tiling, there are no copper 
tea-kettles to be had in Fraace, and we flijali 
find ftich a thing the moft comfortable uten- 
fiUn the houfe-r.buy a good ftrong one, whicl^ 
will bold two quarts — a difli of tea will bet 
of cottrfort to, U(S in- our jourupy fouth — —I 
hav9 a bronze te^-pot, which wc; wiU carry 
a.lfor---a3 china, ca^ftot be bro^ight OA^er frou^ 
Eagland, we mufl; make upaviilaaaou^pafty-* 
coloured tea equipage,, to regale ourfelves, andi 
our Englifk fricud^a wjailfltweare at Toji^uie 

— r 



—I liape you have got your bill from Becket 
r — There is a good-»natured k;ind of a trader I 
have juft heard of, at Mr, Foley's, who they 
tliink will be coming off from England to 
France, with horfqs, the hitter end of June. 
He happened to come over with a lady, who 
js filler to Mr, Foley's partner, and 1 have 
got Jier to write a letter to hini in London, 
this poft, to beg he will feek you at at Mr. 
3E i'- ■ ' s, and, in cafe a cartel Ihip does not 
go off before he goes, to take you un- 
der his care. He was infinitely friendly, in 
the fame office, laft year, to the lady who 
now writes to him, and nurfed her on llxip- 
board, and defended her by land with great 
good-will. — Do not fay I forget you, or what- 
ever can be conducive to your eafe of mind, 
in this journey — I wifh I was with you, to do 
thefe otfices myfelf> and to ftrew rofes on 
your way — but I fliall have tinie and occafion 
to fliew you I am not wanting — Now, my 
dears, once more pluck up your fpirits — trult 
iu God — in me^ — and in yourfelves — with this, 
was you put to it, you would encounter all 
thefe difficulties ten times told— Write in* 
ftantly, and tell me you triumph over all fears ; 
tell me Lydia is better, and a helpmate to 
you — You fay fhe grows like me — let her 
fliew me (lie does fo in her contempt of fmall 
dangers, and fighting againfl; the apprehen- 
fions of them, which is better fl:ill. As I will 
not have F.'s Ihare of the books, you will in- 
form him fo — Give my love to Mr. Fothergill, 
fjind to thofe true friends which envy has 

fpared 
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fpared me — and for the re^'laijfez pajfer-^ 
You will find I fpeak French tolerably — but 
I only wifli to be underftood.-^You will 
foon fpeak better ; a month's play with 
a French Demoifelle will make Lyd chat- 
ter like a magpye. Mrs. underftood 

not a word of it when flie got here, and 
writes me word flie begins to prate apace— 
you will do the fame in a fortnight^ — Dear 
Befs, I have a thoufand wilhes, but have a 
hope for every one of them— you fhall chant 
the fame /i/ftiVfl^e, my dears, fo God blefs you. 
My duty to Lydia, which implies my love 
too. Adieu, believe me 

Your affedlionate 

L. STERNE. 

Memorandum : Bring watch-chains, tea- 
kettle, knives, cookery-book, &c. 
. You will fmile at this lail article — fo adieu 
—At Dover, the Crofs Keys; at Calais, 
the Lyon D Argent — the matter, a Turk ia 
grain. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

TO LADY D. 

Paris, JaJy 9, 1761. 

I WILL not fend your la- 
ilyfliip the trifles you bid me purchafe with- 
out a line. I am very well pleafed with Paris 
- — indeed I meet with fo many civilities 
amongft the people here, that 1 muft fing 
their praifes — the French have a great deal 
of urbanity in their compofition, and to ftay 
a little time amongft them will be agreeable. 
— I fplutter French fo as to be underftood — 
but I have had a droll adventure here in which 
my Latin was of fome fervice to me — I had 
hired a chaife and a horfe to go about feven 
miles into the country, but, Shandean4ike^ 
did not take notice that the horfe was almoft 
dead when I took him— Before I got half- 
way, the poor animal dropped down dead — 
fo, I was forced to appear before the Police, 
and began to tell my ftory in French, which 
was, that tlie poor beaft had to do with a. 
worfe beaft than himfelf, namely his majier^ 
who had driven him all the day before (Jehu- 
Hke), and that he had neither had corn or 
hay, therefore I was not to pay for the horfe 
— but I might as well have whittled, as have 
fpoke French, and I believe my Latin was 
equal to my uncle Toby's Lil^ibulero— -being 

not 
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not underftood becaufe of its purity, but 
by dint of words 1 forced my judge to do me 
juftice — no common thing, by the way, in 
France. — My wife and daughter are arrived 
— the latter does nothing but look out of the 
window, and complain of the torment of be- 
ing frizled. — I wim fhe may ever remain a 
child of nature — I hate children of art. 

I hope this will find your ladyfliip well 
— and that you will be kind enough to di- 
rect to me at Touloufc, which place I iliall 
fet out for very foon. I am, with truth, and 
finoerity. 

Your Ladyfliip's 

Moft faithful 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER XXX. 



TO MR. E. 



tEAR SIR, Pa»»* J"'/ «** >762. 

My wife and daughter ar- 
rived here fafe and found on Thurfday, and 
are in high raptures with the fpeed and plea- 
fantnefs of their journey, and particularly of 
all they fee and meet with here. But in their 
journey from York to Paris nothing has giveiif 
th6m amore fenfible and lafting pleafufe thart 
the marks of kindnefs they received from yotf 
and Mrs. E.~Tbe frieftdfliip, good-wMK a*^ 
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politenefs of my two friends I T\ev€^ doubted to 
me or mine, and I return you both all a gmteful 
man is capable of, which is merely my thanks, 
have taken, how^ever, the liberty of fending an 
Indian tafFety, which Mrs. E. mull do me 
the honour to wear for my wife's fake, who 
would have got it made up, but that Mr. 
Stanhope, the conful of Algiei's, who fets off 
to-morrow morning for London, has been fo 
kind (I mean his lady) as to take charge of 
it ; and we had but juft time to procure it } 
and had we miffed that opportunity, as we 
fliould have been obliged to have left it be- 
hind us at Paris, we knew not when or how 
to get it to our friend.— I willi it had been 
better worth a paragraph. If there is any 
thing we can buy or procure for you here 
(intelligence included), you have a right to 
command me — for I am yours, with my wife 
and girl's kind love to you and Mrs. E. 

LAU. STERNE, 



LETTER XXXI; 

TO J H S- — — , ESQ. 

MY DEAR H. Touloufe, Augufl-, 12, 1762. 

By the time you have got 
to the end of this long letter, you will per- 
ceive that I have not been able to anfwer 
youf'laft till now— I have had tha intention 
. of 
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of doing it almod as often as my prayers irt 
my head — 'tis thus we life our bell friends — 
\Vhat an infamous ftory is that you have told 
me ! — After fome littFe remarks on it, the reft 
of my letter will go on, like fdk. **** is a 
good-natured old eafy fool, and has been de- 
ceived by the moll artful of her fex, and ihe 
muil have abundance of impudence and 
charlatanery, to have carried on fuch a 
farce. I pity the old man for being taken 
in for fo much money — a man of fenfc 
i fliould have laughed at — My wife faw her 
when in town, and flie had not the appear- 
ance of poverty ; but when ihe wants to melt 
****'s heart, ihe puts her gold watch and 
diamond rings in her drawer. — But he might 
have been aware of her. I could not hav6 
been miftaken in her character — and 'tis odd 
flic fliould talk of her wealth to one, and tell 
another the reverie — fo good night to her— • 
About a week or ten days before my wife ar- 
rived at Paris, I had the fame accident I had 
at Cambridge, of breaking a vefiel in my 
lungs. It happened in the night, and I bled 
the bed full, and finding in the morning I was 
likely to bleed to death, I fent immediately 
for a furgeon to bleed me at both arms — this 
faved me, and, with lying fpeechlefs for three 
days, I recovered upon my back in bed; 
the breach healed, and, in a week after, I got 
out — This, with my weaknefs and hurrying 
about, made me think it high time to hafte to 
Touloul'e.-— We have had four months of 
fuch heats, tliat the oldell Frenchman never 

remem- 
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retnembers the like — 'twas as hot as Nebuchad- 
nezzar $ oven^ and never has relaxed one hour 
— m the height of this, 'twas our deftiny (or 
rather deftrucftion) to fet out by way of Lyons, 
Montpellier, &c. to (horten I trow, our fuf- 
feriiigs — Good God !-=-but 'tis over — and here 
I am in my own houfe^ quite fettled by M — 's 
aid, and good-natured offices, for which I owe 
him more than I can exprefs, or know how to 
pay at prefent — Tis in the prettiefl fituation 
in Touloufe, with near two acres of garden — 
the houfe too good by half for us — well fiir- 
niihed, for which I pay thirty pounds a year. 
—1 have got a good cook — my wife a decent 
femme de chambrCj and a good looking laquais 
— ^The Abb6 has planned our expences, and 
(*et us in fuch a train, we cannot eafily go 

wrong — though by the bye, the d 1 is fel- 

dom found fleeping under a hedge. Mr. 
'Trotter dined with me the day before I left 
Paris — I tof)k care to fee all executed accord- 
ing to your diredtions — but Ti otter, I dare 
fay, by this, has wrote to you — I made him 
happy beyond expreffion with your Crazy 
Tales, and more fo with its frontifpiece 
— I am in fpirits writing a crazy chapter— 
with my face turned towards thy turret — 
Tis now I wifli all warmer climates, countries, 

and every thing elfe, at , that feparates 

me from our paternal feat — ce /era Id oil re- 
pofera ma cendre — et ce /era Id oil mmi coiijin 
viendra repondre les plenrs dues d votre amiti^, 
• — I am taking affes' milk three times a day, 
and cows' milk as often — I long to fee thy 
¥OL. IV. Q face 
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face again once more — Greet the Colonel 
kindly in my name, and tbank him cordially 
from me for his many civilities 1;o Madame 
and Mademoifelle Shandy at York, who fend 
all due acknowledgments. The humour i^ 
over for France, and Frenchmen, but that is^ 
not enough for your aft'ediionate coufm, 

(A year will tire us all out, I trow) but thank 
Heaven the poll brings me a letter from my 
Anthony — I felicitate you upon what Mefl&Sr 
the Reviewers allow you — they have too 
much judgment themfelves not to allow you 
what you are actually poffeffed of, *** talentij, 
" wit, and humour/' — ^Well, write on, my dear 
coufni, and be guided by thy own fancy.- 
Oh ! how I envy you all at Ci^y Caftle I 
could like to fpend a month with yoti^ — and 
fliould return oack again for the vintage. — I 
honour the man that has given the %rorId an 
idea of our parental feat — ^"tis well done — I 
look at it ten times a-day with a qiiando te, 
afpiciam ? — Now farewell— remember me to 
my beloved Colonel— greet Panty moft lo- 
vingly on my behalf, and if Mrs. C —^ — and 

Mift C- , SfC. are at G — , greet them Kkc- 

wife with a holy kifs — So God blefs you^ 
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LETTER XXXII. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 

MT DEAR FOLEY, Touloufc, Auguft 14, 176*. 

After many turnings {alias 
digreffions), to fay nothing of downright 
overthrows, ftops, and delays, we have ar- 
rived in three weeks at Touloufe, and are 
now fettled in our houfe, with fervants, &c. 
about us, and look as compofed as if we had 
been here feven years. — In our journey we 
tufkted fo much from the heats, it gives me 
pain to remember it — I never faw a cloud 
from Paris to Nifmes half as broad as a 
twenty-four fols piece. — Good God ! we were^ 
toafted, roafted, grilled, ftew'd, and carbo- 
naded on one fide or other all the way — and 
being all done enough (affez cults) in the day, 
we were eat up at night by bugs, and other 
unfwept out vermin, the legal inhabitants (if 
length of poffeflion gives right) of every inn 
We lay at — Can you conceive a worfe acci- 
dent than that in fuch journey, in the hotteft 
day and hour of it, four miles from either tree 
or (hrub which could caft a fhade of the fize 
x)f one of Eve's fig-leaves — that we fhould 
break a hind wheel into ten thoufand pieces, 
and be obliged in confequence to fit five 
hours on a gravelly road, without one drop of 
water, or poffibility of getting any — To mend 
the matter, my two pofl:illions were two dough- 

Q 2 li^^xl^d 
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hearted fools, and fell a-crying — Nothing was 
to be done ! By heaven, quoth I ,pulling off 
my coat and waiftcoat^ fonietbing fliall be 
done, for TJl thrafli you both within an inch 
of your lives— and then make you take each 
of you a horfe, and ride like two devils to the 
next poft for a cart to carry my baggage, and 
a wheel to carry ourfelves — Our luggage 
weighed ten quintals— 'twas the fair of Bau- 
caire — all the world was going or returning — 
we were alkcd by every foul who paffed by 
us, il' we were going to the fair of Baucaire— ? 
Ko wonder, quoth I, we have goods enough ! 
voiis avez raifon^ mes amis. 

Well ! here we are after all, my dear 
friend — and molt delicioufly placed at the 
extremity of the town, in an excellent houfe 
well furnifli'd and elegant beyond any thing 
1 look'd for — ^'Tis built in the form of a hotel, 
with a pretty court towards the town— and 
behind, the beft garden in Touloufe, laid out 
in ferpentine walks, and fo large, that the 
company in our quarter ufualfy come to walk 
there in the evenings, for which they have 
my confent — " the more the merrier/' — ^The 
houfe confifts of a good falle. h manger above 
Hairs joining to the very gve^t falle d compagnie 
as large as the Baron d'Holbach's; .three 
liandfome bed-chambers with dreffing rooms 
to them — below flairs two very good rooms 
for myfelf, one to ftudy in, the other 
to fee company. — I have moreover cel- 
lars round the court, and all other offices— 
Of the fame landlord I have bargained, to 

" Lave 
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have tlie ufe of a country-houfe which he has 
two miles out of town, fo that myfelf and all 
my family have nothing more to do than to 
take our hats and remove from the one to 

the other My landlord is moreover to 

keep the gardens in order — and what' do you 
think I am to pay for all this ? neither more or 
lefs than thirty pounds a-year — all things are 
cheap in proportion — fo we fliall live for 
very very little. — I dined j^efterday with Mr. 

H ; he is moft pleafantly fituated^ and 

they ^re all w^ell. — As for the books you Ihave 

rccfeived for 13 , the bookfeller was a fool 

not to fend the bill along wnth them — I will 
write to him aboiit it.— I wilh you was with 
nie for two months ; it would cure you of all 
evils ghoftly and bodily — but this, like 
many other wilhes both for you and my- 
felf, muft have its comp^etibn elfewhere-^— 
Adieu, my kind friend, aiid believe that t 
love you as much from inclination as reafon,' 
for 

I am moft truly yours, 

L. STEHNE 

My wife and girl join in compliments to 
you — My bcft refpe6ls to my worthy Baron^ 
(I'Holbach and all that fociety — Remember 
me to my friend Mr. Panchaud. 



q3 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

TO J— H> -' S- — — , ESQ. 

MY DEAR H« Touloufe, Oa. 19, 176!, 

I RECEIVED your letter yef- 
terday — fo it has been travelling from Crazy 
Calile to Touloufe full eighteen days— If 1 
had nothing to ftop me 1 would engage to fet 
out this morning, and knock at Crazy Caille 

fates in three days lefs .time*-by which time 
Ihould find you and the Colonel, Panty, &c, 
all alone— the feafon I moll wifli and hke to 
be with you — I rejoice from my heart down 
to my reins, that you have fnatch'd fo many 
happy and fun(hiny days out of the hands of 
the blue devils— If we live to meet and join 
our forces as heretofore, we will give thefe 
gentry a drubbing — and turn them for ever 
out of their ufurped citadel — fome legions of 
them have been put to flight already by your 
operations this laft campaign — and I hope to 
have a hand in difpcrfing the remainder the 
firft time my dear coufin fets up his banners 

again under the fquare tower- But what 

art thou meditating with axes and hammers ? 
— " / know the piide and the naughtinefs of 
" thy hearty'' and thou loveft the fweet vifions 
of architraves, friezes, and pediments, with 
their tympanums, and thou haft found out a 
pretence, d, raifon de cinq cent livres Jierling 

to 
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to be laidout in four years, &c. Sec. (fo as not 

to be felt, which is always added by the d 1 

as a bait) to juftify thyfelf unto thyfelf^ — It 
may be very wife to do this-^but 'tis wifer to 
keep one's money in one's pocket, whilft therei 
are wars without and rumours of wars within. 

St. advifes his difciples to fell both coat 

»ad waiftcoat, and go rather without fliirt or 
iword, than leave no money in their fcrip to 
go to Jerufalera with— Now thofe qiuitre am 
eonfecutifa^my dear Anthony, are themoft pre- 
cious morfels of thy life to come (in this world), 
mod thou wilt do weil to enjoy that morfel 
without cares, calculations, and curfes, and 
damns, and debts— for as fure as done is ftone, 
and mortar is mortar, &c. 'twill be one of the 
inauy works of thy repentance — But after 
all, if the Fates have decreed it, as you and 
I have fome time fuppofed it on account 
of your generofity, ^' that you are never to 
be a monied mai\4' the decree will be fulfillefd 
whether you adorn your caftle and line ij: 
with cedar, and paint it within fide and with- 
out fide With vermilion, or not — €t cek Hani 
(having » bottle of Frontiniac and glafs at 
my right hand) I drink, dear Anthony, to 
thy health and happinefs, and to the final ac- 
<oojpUfliments of all thy lunary and fiiblu- 
nary projects. — For fix weeks together, after 
I wrote my laft letter to you, my proje(!:ts were 
many ftories higher, for I was all that time, as 
I thought, journeying on to the other world — 
I.fell ill of an epidemic vile fever which killed 
hundreds about me— rThe phyficiuns here are 

Q 4 the 
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the erranteft charlatans in Europe, or the moft 
ignorant of all pretending fools— I withdrew. 
what was left of me out of their hands, and 
recommended my affairs entirely to Dame 
Nature-:— She (dear goddefs) has faved me in 
fifty different pinching bputs, and I begin to 
have a kind of enthuliafm now in her favouiv 
and in my own, that one or two more efcapes 
will make me believe 1 ftiall leave you all atlaft 
by tranflation, and not by fair death. I am 
now flout and foolifli again as a happy man 
can wifli to be — and am bufy playing the 
fool with my uncle Toby, whom I have got 
foufed over head and ears in love.— I have 
many hints and projects for other works; 
all will go on 1 truft as I wifli in this 
matter.-^r— When I have reaped the bene^ 
fit of this winter at Touloufe-s^I cannot fee 
I have any thing more to do with it ; there-? 
fore after having gone with my wife and girl 
to Bagnieres, 1 ihall return from whence I 

came- Now my wife wants to ttay another^ 

year to fave money, and this oppofition of 
wiflies, though 'twill not be as four as lemon^ 
yet 'twill not be as fweet as fugar-candy. — I 
-wifli T — would lead Sir Charles to Touloufe ; 
'tis as good as any town in the South of 
France — for my own part, 'tis not to my tafte 
—but I believe, the ground-work of my enntd 
is more to the eternal platitude of the French 
chara^ers— little variety, no orginality in it 
at all-~than to any other caufe— for they are 
very civil — but civility itfelf, in that uniform, 
wearies and bodder^ on^ to ^efttb«— If I dq 

pot 
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jQQt mind, I (hall grow moft ftupid and fen* 
tentious — Mifs Shandy i* hard at it with 
Xiiufic, dancing, and French fpcaking, in the 
laft of which Ihe does d. merveille^ and (peaks 
it with an excellent accent, confidering ihe 
prad;]ifes within fight of the Pyrenean moun- 
tains. — If the fnows will fuffer jne, I propofe 
to fpend two or three months at Barege, or 
BagQieres, bqt niy dear wjfe is againil all 
fchemes of additional expences — which wic- 
ked propenfity (tho' not of defpotic power) 
yet 1 cannot fuffer — tho' by the bye laudable 
enough — But (he may talk — 1 will do my own 
way, and (he will ucquiefce without a word of 
debate on the fubjeift.-^nr-Who can fay fo much 
in praife of his wife? Few I trow. — M»- — rr- is 
out of town vintaging-^fo write to me Mon^ 
fieur Sterne^ gentilhomme A nglois-^ tmli find 
me-— We are as much out of the road of all inv 
telligence here as at the cjipe of Good Hope— -^ 
fb write along nonfen(ical letter like this, now 
and then, to me — in which fay nothing but 
what may be (hewn, (tho* 1 love every para- 
jgraph and fpirited (i^roke of your pen, others 
might not,) for you muft know, a letter no 
fooner arrives from England, but curiofity is 
upon her knees to know the contents—^ — ^ 
Adjifsu^ dear H, believe me 

Yovir affectionate 

L. STEKNE^ 

We have had bitter cold weather here thefe 
fourt^O days— which has obliged us to fit 
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with whole pagells of wood lighted up to cup 
nofes — 'tis a dear article — but every thing elfe 
being extremely cheap, Madame keeps au 
excellent good houfe, with foupcj botdUi^ roti^ 
— &c. &c. for two buudred aud.fifty poqads 
a year. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

TO MR, FOLEY, AT PARIS. 
IfT DEAR FOLET| Touloy(«» November 9, 1 764. 

I HAVE bad: this week 
your letter on my table, and hope you will 
forgive my not anfweringitfooBer — and'Cvea 
to-day I can but write you ten Hnes, being 
engaged at Mrs. M — ^"s. I would notorqit <»d 
poft more acknowledging the favour — In a few 
pofts I will write you a long one gratis, that 
is for love~Thank you for having done what 
I defired you — and for the future dired; to 
me under cover at Monfieur Brouffe*s — I re- 
ceive all letters through him more pund:ua) 
and fooner than when left.at the poft-houfe-^ 

H 's family greet you with mine 

— we are much together, . and! never forgflt 
you — forget me not to the Baron — and all thp 
circle — nor to your domettic circle — 

I am got pretty well, and fport much with 
my uncle Toby in the volume I am now 
fabricating for tlie laughing part of the world 
— for the melancholy part t)f it, I have nc^ 

thing 
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thing but my prayers-^fo God. help them.^^ 
J, ihall hear from you in apoft of tw^o at leaH 
ailpr you receive this^^in the voioaxi tim% 
dear Foley» adieu^ and believe no maa wiflies 
or efteems you more than your 

L, STERNE, 
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TO THE SAME. 

UjS^B. JPOJJET, Touloufe, Wednefday, Dec. 3, 1761. 

I HAVE for this laft fort^ 

»ight ev\^y pofl-day g^Mie to Meflrs. B 

and Ions, in expedlatioji of the pleafure of a 
latter from you with the remittance I defired 
you to fend me liere.^ — When a man has no 
more than half a dozen guineas in his pocket 
~-and a thoufand miles from home— amd in 
a country where he can as foon raife the d — 1, 
as a fix livre piece to go to marliet witli in 
qafe he had changed his laft guinea — you 
will not envy my fituation— God blefs you— - 
remit me the balance due upon the receipt of 
this. — We are all at H — s, pra(9aiing a play 
yre are to aft here this Chriltmas holidays— 
9JI the Dramatis Perfonae are of. the Englifli, 
of which we h^ve a h^ppy fociety living to- 
ether like bcotliors and litters-r- Your banker 
ere has juft fent me word the tea Mr^ fj. 
Wfote ^r i* to be delivered a,»to ipoiy. l^nds — 

^tis 
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'tis all one into whofe hands the treafure fells 
—we fhall pay Brouffe for it the day we get 
it— We join in our moll friendly refpeiSls, and 
believe me, dear Foley, truly yours, 

L, STERNE. 
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TO THE SAME. 
IIT DEAR FOLET^ Touloufe, Dec. 17, 1761. 

The poll after I wrote laft, 
I received yours with the inclofed draught upon 
the receiver, for which I return you all thanks 
— I have received this day likewife the box 
and tea all fafe and found — fo we Ihall all of 
us be in our cups this Chriftmas, and drink 
without fear or Hint. — We begin to live ex- 
tremely happy, and are all together every night 
-^fiddling, laughing and linging, and cracking 
jokes. You will fcarce believe the news I tell 
you — There is a company of Englilh llroUers 
arrived here, who are to a6l comedies all the 
Chriflmas, and are now bufy in making drelTes, 
and preparing fome of our bell comedies — 
Your wonder will ceafe when I inform you 
thefe llrollersare your friends, with the reft of 
our fociety, to whom I propofed this fcherae 
foulagement — and I affure you we do well. — 
The next week, with a grand orcheftra, we 
play the Bufy Body— and the Journey to Lon- 
don 
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don the week after; but I have fome thoughts 
of adapting it to our fituation — and making 
ijt the Journey to Touloufe, which^ with the 
diange of half a dozen fcenes, may be eafily 
done.— Thus, my dear F. for want of fome- 
thing better we have recourfe to ourfelves, and 
llrike out the beft amufements we can from 
fuch materials. — My kind love and friendlhip 
to all my true friends — My fervice to the reft* 
H— — ^s family have juft left me, having been 
this laft week with us — , they will be with me 
all the holidays. — ^In fummer fliall vifit them, 
and fo balance hofpitalities. 

Adieu, 
Yours moft truly, 

L. STERNE. 
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TO THE SAME. 

* ■ 

DCAR FOLEY, Touloure, March 29, 1763. 

—Though that's a mif- 
take ! I mean the date of the place, for I 
write at Mr. H— 's in the country, and have 
been there with my people all the week — 
^* How does /Triftram do ?'' you fay in yours 
to him — faith but fo fo — the word of human 
maladies is poverty — though that is a fecond 
lie— fo^ poverty of fpirit is worfe than poverty 
pf purfe by ten thoufand per cent. — I inclofe 

you 



a^ft LETTER Sr 

you a remedy for the one, a draoght of tt 
hondred and thirty pounds, for which I ittfilt 
upon a refcription by the very return — or I 
will fend you and all your comraiflaries to the 
d — : — 1. — I do not hear they hare tafted of one 
flelhy banquet all this Lent— ^you will make 
an excellent giilU^ P — they can make no- 
thing of him but houillon^^l mean my other 
two friends no ill — fo fliall fend them a re- 
prieve as they a6led out of neceffity — not 
choice — My kind refpe^ts to Baron d^Hol- 
bach, and all his houfehold — Say all that-* 
kind for me to my other friends — ^you knoTf 
how much, dear Foley, I am yours, 

L. STERNE, 



I have not five Louis to vapour with in 
this land of coxcombs — My wife's compli- 
ments. 



r 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 



ro THE 5*AME. 



»EAtl rOLET, Toaloufe, April, ig, l^6f, 

I THAi^K' 'y6u for yoTU 

punduality in ftaiding meth6'it^ijcJHj[)tioin;9iic{ 
for jour box hy tHe courier, whicA came fiifii 
by laft poft. -^r was not fvufprifcd ficitich "^Htli 
your accoTrrt£ 6f Lord *•**»' feei^Vc^fig^ 
tp ^ive way-^and idt the reft,''^''lofidJ^« 



_>!-.%: 
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ebtirfe. — I fuppofe you will endeavour to fiih 
and catch fomething for yourfelf in tnefe 
troubled waters — at leaft I wilh you all a rea- 
fonable man can wifli for himfelf — which is 
wifhing enough for you — all the reft is in the 
brain — Mr. Woodhoufe (whom you know) 
is alfo here— he is a moft amiable worthy man, 
and I have the pleafure of having him much 
with me — in a ftiort time he proceeds to Italy. 
Tke firft week in June, I decamp like a pa- 
triarch with my whole houfehold, to pitch our 
tfents for three months at the foot of the Py- 
renean Hills at Bagnieres, . where I expedl 
much health and much amufement from the 
concburfe of adventurers from all corners of the 

earth. — Mrs. M-^ fets out at the fame time, 

for another part of thePyrenean Hills at Cour- 
fray — from whence to Italy — ^This is the ge- 
neral plan of operation here — except that I 
have fome thouglits of fpehding the winter 
at Florence, and croffing over with my family 
to Leghorn by water — and in April of return- 
kig by way of Paris home — but this a Iketch 
only, for in all things I am governed by cir- 
cumflancei»^-^fo that what is fit to be done on 
Monday, may be very unwife on Saturday-— 
On all days of the week, believe me yours. 

With unfeigned truth, 

L. STERNE. 

P. S. All compliments to my Parifian 
ftiernk^ •; •- - 
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LETTER XXXIX^ 



TO THE SAME. 
Ut ]>EAR FOLET> Tbuloufe, April 29, 1763. 

Last poft my agent wroter 
me word he wotild fend up fron> York a bill 
for foiirfcore guineas, with orders to be paid 
into Mr. Sehvin's hands for me/ This he faid 
he would exj'yedite immediately, fo 'tis poilibl^ 
you may have had advice of it — and 'tis pof-- 
fible alio the money may not be paid this. fort- 
night ; therefore^ as I fet out for Bagnieres in 
that time, be fo good as to give me credit 
for the money for a few pofls or fo, and fend 
me either a refcription for the lAoney, or a 
draught for it-^at the receipt of ivJhich, we- 
lliall decamp for ten or twelve ^eeks — You--- 
will receive twenty pounds more on my ac«- 
count, which fend alfo— So much, for tliat^— 
as for pleafure — you have it all amongf): yoa* 
at Baris— -we have nothing here which de-^ 
feiTes the name — I fliall fcarce be tempted^ 
to fojourn another winter in Touloufe — for I 
cannot fay it fuits my health as I hoped — ^'tis 
too moift — and I cannot keep clear of agues 
here — fo that if I ftay the next winter on this 
fide of the. water — ^'twill be/^ther at N^ice or 
Florence — and I fliall return to England in 

Apiil 
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April— Wherever I am, believe me, dear 
Folev, that I am 

Yours faithfully, 

L. ST£BN£. 



Madame and Mademoifelle prefent their 
beft compliments — Remember me to all I 
regard, particularly Meffrs. Panchaud and 
the reft of your houfehold. 
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TO THE SAME. 



Touloufe, May ar, 176 J, 

I TOOK the liberty, three 
weeks ago, to delire you would be fo kind as 
to fend me fourfcore pounds, having receive^ 
a letter the fame poft from my agent, that he 
would order the money to be paid to your 
correfpondent in London in a fortnight. — It 
is fome difappointment to me that you have 
taken nd notice of my letter, efpecially-as I 
told you we waited for the money before we 
fet out for Bagnieres — and fo little diftruft had 
I that fuch a civility would be refufed me, 
that we have adlually had all onr thitigi^ 
packed up thefe eight days, in hourly expec- 
tation of receiving a letter. — Perhaps my 
good friend has waited till he heard the mo- 
• VOL. IV. R ney 
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ney was paid in London — but you might 
have trufted to my honour — that all the cafli 
in your iron box (and all the bankers in Eu- 
rope put together) dould not have tempted 
me to fay the thing that is not. — I hope be- 
fore this you will have received an account 
of the money being paid in London — But it 
would have been taken kindly, if you had 
wrote me word you would tranfmit me 
the money when you had received it, but no 
fooner : — for Mr. R — of Montpellier, though 
I know him not, yet knows enough of me to 
have given me credit for a fortnight for ten 
times the fum. 

I am, dear F — , your friend 

and hearty well-wiflier, 

L. STERNE. 

I faw the family of the H yefterday, 

and afked them if you was in the land of the 
living — they faid yea — for they had juft re- 
ceived a letter from you. — After all, I hear- 
tily forgive you — for you have done me a lig- 
nal fervice in mortifying me, and it is this, I 
am determined to grow rich upon it. 

Adieu, and God fend you wealth and hap- 
pinefs — AH compliments to — . Before April 
next I am obliged to revifit your metropolis 
in my way to England. 
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LETTER XLL 



TO TUE SAME. 

MY DEAR FOLEY, Toulo\ife, June 9, 1763. 

I THIS moment received 
fours — confequently the moment I got it I 
fat doAvn to anfwer it — So much for a logical 
inference. 

Now believe me I had never wrote you fo 
telly a letter, had I not both loved and 
sfteemed you — and it was merely in vindica- 
tion of the rights of friendfliip that I wrote in 
I way as if I was hurt — for neglect me in your 
beart I knew you could not, without caufe ; 
wrhich my heart told me I never had — or will 
5ver give you : — I was the beft friends with 
|rou that ever I was in my life, before my let- 
ter had got a league, and pleaded the true ex- 
3ufe for my friend, " That he was oppreffed 
n^ith a multitude of bulinefs."" Go on, my 
lear F., and have but that excufe (fo much 
lo I regard your intereft), that I Avould be 
content to fufFer a real evil without future 
murniuring — but in truth, my difappoint- 
tnent was partly chimerical at the bottom, 
baving a letter of credit for two hundred 
pounds from a perfon I never faw, by me-^ 
but which, out of nicety of temper, I would 

ft 2 not 
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not make any ufe of — I fet out in two days 
for Bagnieres, but dire6i to me to Brouffe, 
who will forward all my letters. — Dear F— , 
adieu. — Believe me 

Yours affectionately, 

L. STERNli:. 



LETTER XLII. 

TO THE SAME. 
PEAH FOLEY, Touloufe, June 12, 1763. 

Luckily iuft before I was 
llepping into my chaife for Bagnieres, has a 
ilrayed fifty pound bill found its way to me ; 
fo I have fent it to its lawful owner inclofed 
— My noodle of an agent, inftead of getting 
Mr. Selwin to advife you he had received 
the money (which would have been enough) 
has got a bill for it, and fent it rambling to 
the furtheil part of France after me ; and if 
it had not caught me juft now, it might have 
followed me into Spam, for I Ihall crofs the 
Pyreneans, and fpend a week in that king- 
dom, which is enough for a fertile brain to 
write a volume upon. — When I write the hif- 
tory of my travels — Memorandum ! I am 
not to forget how honeft a man I have for a 
banker at Paris. — But, my dear friend, when 
you fay you dare trufl me for what little oc- 
cafions 1 may have, you have as much faith 

as 
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as honefty — and more of bath than of good 
policy- — I thank you however ten thoufand 
times — and except fuch hberty as I have 
lately taken with you — and that too at a 
pinch — I fay beyond that I will not trefpafs 
upon your good-nature or friendlinefs, to 
ferve me. — God blefe you, dear Fr-,^ 

I am yours whilft 

L. ST£RN£. 
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TO THE SAME. 

DEAR VOtETy MonlpeUiCT, *6a. 5, 1763. 

I AM afhamed I have not 
taken an opportunity of thanking you before 
now, for your friendly ad; of civility, in order- 
ing Broulfe, your correfpondent at Touloufe, 
m cafe I fliould have occafion, to pay rae fif* 
teen hundred livres — -which, as I knew the 
offer came from your heart, I made no diffi- 
culty of accepting.— In my way through Tou- 
loufe to Marfeilies, where we have been, but 
neither liking the place nor Aix (particularly 
the latter, it being a parliament town, of which 
Touloule has given me a furfeit), we have re- 
turned here, where we (hall relide the win- 
ter — My wife and daughter purpofe to ftay 
a year at leaft behind me, and when winter is 
over, to return to Touloufe, or go to Montau- 

R S ban» 
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ban, where they will ftay till they return, or 
I fetch them — For myfelf, I (hall fet out in 
February for England, where my heart has 
been fled thefe fix months — but I fhall ftay a 
fortnight with my friends at Paris ; though I 
verily believe, if it was not for the pleafure of 
feeing and chattering with you, I fhould pafs 
on directly to Bruffels, and fo on to Rotter- 
dam, for the fake of feeing Holland, and em- 
bark from thence to London — But I mull 
ftay a little Avith thofe 1 love and have fo 
many reafons to regard — you cannot place 
too much of this to your own fcore. — I have 
had an offer of going to Italy a fortnight ago 
—but I muft like my fubjed: as well as the 
terms, neither of which were to my mind. — 
Pray what Englifli have you at Paris ? where 
is my young friend Mr. F — ? We hear of 
three or four Englifli families coming to us 
here — If I can be ferviceable to any you 
would ferve, you have but to write. — Mr. 

H has fent my friend W — ^"s pi6fcure — 

You have feen the original, or I would have 
fent it you — I believe I fliall beg leave to 
get a copy of my own from yours, when I 
come in propria perfona — till when, God blefs 
you, my dear friend, and believe me 

Moft faithfully yours, 

li. ST£BN£. 



LETTERS. 247 



LETTER XLIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, MontpeUier, Jan. 5, 1764. 

Yov fee I cannot pafs 
over the fifth of the month without thinking 
of you, and writing to you — The laft is a pe- 
riodical habit — the firft is from my heart, and 
I do it oftener than I remember — however, 
from both motives together, I maintain I 
have a right to the pleafure of a fingle line- 
be it only to tell me how your watcli goes — 
You know how much happier it would make 
me to know that all things belonging to you 
went on well. — You are going to have them 

all to yourfelf (I hear), and that Mr. S • 

is true to his firft intention of leaving bufinefs 
— I hope this will enable you to accomplifh 
yours in a fhorter time, that you may get to 
your long-wifhed-for retreat of tranquillity 
and filence — When you have got to your 
fire-fide, and into your arm-chair (and by 
the bye have another to fpare for a friend), 
and are fo much a fovereign, as to fit in 
your furred cap, if you like it, though I Ihould 
not (for a man's ideas are at leait the cleaner 
for being dreffed decently), why then it will 
be a miracle if I do not glide in like a ghofl 
upon you, and in a very unghoft-like 
fafhiou help you off with a bottle of your beft 
wine, 

R 4 January 
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January 15. — It does not happen every 
day that a letter begun in the mod perfed 
health, Ihould be concluded in the greateft 
weaknefs — I wifh the vulgar high and low do 
not fay it was a judgment upon me, for tak- 
ing all this liberty with ghojis — Be it as it 
may— I tiX)k a ride, when the firft part of this 
was wrote, towards Perenas — ana returned 
honie in a fliivering fit, thoueh I ought to 
have been in a fever, for I had tired my 
bead; and he was as unmoveable as Don 
Quixotte's wooden horfe, and my arm was 
half diflocated in whipping him — This, quoth 
I, is inhuman — No, fays a peafant on foot be- 
hind mc, ril drive him home — fo he laid on 
his pofteriors, but 'twas needlefs — ^as his 
face was turned towards Montpellier, he be- 
gan to trot.— But to return, this fever has con- 
fined me ten days in my bed — I have fuffered 
in this fcuffle with death terribly — but un- 
Jeli the fpirit of prophecy deceive me — 1 (hall 
not die but live— in the mean time, dear F. 
let us live as merrily, but as innocently as we 
can — It has ever been as good, if not better, 
than a biflioprick to me — and Idejire no other 
—Adieu, my dear Mend, and believe me 
yours, L. S. 

Pleafe to give the inclofed to Mn T — , and 
tell him I thank him cordially from my heart 
for his great good^will 



f • 
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LETTER XLV. 

TO THE SAME. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, MoMpdlier, Jan, to [1764]. 

Hearing by Lord Roch- 
ford (who in paffing thro' here in his way to 
Madrid has given me a call), that my worthy 
friend Mri Fox was now at Paris— ^I have in- 
clofed a letter to him, which you will prefent 
in courfe, or dirfci^ to him. — I luppofe you are 
full of Englifh ; but in ftiort we are here as if 
in another world, where unlefs fome ftray'd 
foul arrives, we know nothing of what is going 

on in yours— Lord G r I fuppofe is gone 

from Paris, or I had wrote alfo to him. I 
know you are as bufy as a bee, and have few 
moments to yourfelt— neverthelefs beftow one 
of them upon an old friend, and write me a 
line — and if Mr. F. is too idle, and has ought 
to lay to me, pray write a fecond line for him 

—We had a letter from Mifs P this week, 

who it feems has decamp'd for ever from 
Paris — All is for the bejl — which is my gene- 
ral refledlion upon many things in this world 
— Well I I Ihall Ihortly come and fhake you 
hy the hand in St. Sauveur — if ftill you are 
there. — ^My wife returns to Touloufe, and 
purpofes to fpend the fummer at Bagnieres 
— 1 on the contrary go and vifit my wife, the 
L church in Yorkfliire. — We all live thclonger — 

at 
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at leaft the happier, for having things our own 
way. — This is my conjugal maxim — I own 
'tis hot the bell of maxims — but I maintain 

^tis not the worft. — ^Adieu, dear F , and 

believe me 

Yours with truths 

L. STEENE. 



LETTER XLVL 



TO MRS. F- 



.\ '3^ 



Montpellier, Feb. i, 1764. 

I AM preparing, my dear 
Mrs. F. to leave France, for I am heartily 
tired of it — ^That infipidity there is in French 
^haradters has difguued your friend Yorick. 
I have been dangeroufly ill, and cannot think 
that the fliarp air of Montpellier has been of 
lervice to me — and fo my phyficians told me 
when they had me under their hands for above 
a month — if you ftay any longer here, Sir, 
it will be fatal to you — And why, good peo- 
ple, were you not kind enough to tell me 
this fooner ? — After having dilcharged them, 
I told Mrs. Sterne that I ihould fet out 
for England veryfoon; but as ftie choofes 
to remain in France for two or three 
years, I have no objection, except that 
I wifti my girl in England. — The ftates of 
Languedoc are met — ^"tis a fine raree-lhow, 
with the ufual accompaniments of fiddles, 

7 bears, 
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bears, and puppet-fhows. — I believe I fhall 
ftep into my poft-chaife with more alacrity to 
fly from thefe fights, than a Frenchman would 
to fly to them — and except a tear at parting 
with my little flut, I fliall be in high fpirits, 
and every ftep I take that brings me nearer 
England, will I think help to fet this poor 
frame to rights. Now pray write to me, di- 
red;ed to Mr. F. at Paris, and tell me, what 
I am to bring you over. — How do I long to 
greet all my friends ! few do I value more 
than yourfelf-^My wife choofes to go to 
Montauban, rather than ft ay here, in which I 
am truly paffive. — If this fliould not find you 
at Bath, I hope it will be forwarded to you, 
as I wifli to fulfil your commiffions — and fo 
adieu — Accept every warm wifh for your 
healthy and believe me ever yours, 

L. STERKE. 

P.S. My phyficians have almoft poifoned 
me with what they call bouillons refraichilfants 
— ^'tis a cock flayed alive and boiled with 
poppy feeds, then pounded in a mortar, af- 
terwards pafled thro' a fieve — There is to be 
one crawfifti in it, and I was gravely told it 
muft be a male one — a female would do me 
more hurt than good. 
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LETTER XLVIL 

TO MISS STERNE. 
MT DEAR LYDIA, Paris, May 15, 1764. 

By this time I fuppofc 
your mother and felf are fixed at Montauban, 
and I therefore diredl to your banker, to be 
dehvered to you. — I acquiefced in your flay- 
ing in France — likewife it was your mother's 
wifti — but I mull tell you both (that unlefs 
your health had not been a plea made ufe of) 
I fliould have willied you both to return 
with me. — I have fent you the Spe6lators, 
and other books, particularly Metaftafio; 
but I beg my girl to read the former, and 
only make the latter her amufement. — I hope 
you have not forgot my laft requeft, to make 
no fiiendfhips with the French women — not 
that I think ill of them all, but foraetimes 
women of the beft principles are the moft 
mfnuating — nay I am fo jealous of you^ that 
I fliouId be miferable were I to fee you had 
the lealt grain of coquetry in your coropofi- 
tion. — You have enough to do — fori have alfa 
fent you a guittar — and as you have no genius 
for draAving (though you never could be made 
to believe '\i\ pray wafte not your time about 
it — Remember to write to me as to a friend — 
in fliort, whatever comes into your little head, 

and 
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aiid then it will be natural--^If your mother's 
rheuraatifm continues, and fhe choofes to go 
to Bagnieres, tell her not to be (topped for 
want of money, for my purfe Ihall be as open 
as my heart- I have preached at the Ambafla- 
dor's chapel — Hezekiah* — (an odd fubject 
your mother will fay) — There was a con- 
courfe of all nations, and religions too. — I 
fliall leave Paris in a few days— I am lodged 

in the fame hotel with Mr, T ; they are 

good and generous fouls — ^Tell your mother 
that I hope (he will write to me, and that 
when (lie does fo, I may alio receive a letter 
from my Lydia. 

Kifs your mother from me, and believe me 

Your affectionate 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER XLVIIL 

TO ME, FOLEY. 

MY DEAR FOLEY, York, Auguft 6, 1764. 

There is a young lady 
with whom I have fent a letter to you, who 
will arrive at Paris in her way to Italy — her 
name is Mifs Tuting ; a lady known and 
loved by the whole kingdom — if you can 
be of any aid to her in your advice, &c. as 
to her journey, &c. your good-nature I ani 

♦ Sec Sermon XVII. 

fure 
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Aire need no fpur from me to do it. — I was 
forry we were like the two buckets of a well, 
whilft in London, for we were never able to 
be both refident together the month I conti- 
nued in and about the environs. If I get 

a cough this winter which holds me three 
days, you will certainly fee me at Paris the 
week foUoAving, for now I abandon every 
thing in this Avorld to health and to ray 
friends — for the laft fermon that I (hall ever 
preach, was preach'd at Paris — fo I am alto- 
gether an idle man, or rather a free one, which 
is better. I fent, laft poft, twenty pounds to 
Mrs. Sterne, which makes a hundred pounds 
remitted fmce I got here. — You muft pay 
yourfelf what I owe you out of it — and place 
the reft to account. — Betwixt this and Lady- 
day next, Mrs. Sterne will draw from time to 
time upon you to about the amount of a hun- 
dred louis — but not more (I think) — I having 
left her a hundred in her pocket. — But you 
Ihall always have money before-hand of mine, 
and llie purpofes to fpend no further than five 
thoufand livres in the year — but twenty 
pounds this way or that makes no difference 
between us. — Give my kindeft compliments 

to Mr. P . I have a thoufand things to 

fay to you, and would go half-way to J Wis to 
tell them you in your ear. — The Meffrs. 

T , H , &c. and many more of your 

friends with whom I am now, fend their fer- 
vices — Mine to all friends — Yours, dear F., 
moft truly, 

L. STEENE. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

TO J H S , ESQ, 

September 4, 1764. 

Now, my dear, dear An- 
thony — I do not think a week or ten days 
►laying the good fellow (at this very time) at 
icarborough, fo abominable a thing — but if 
a man could get there cleverly, and every 
foul in his houfe in the mind to try what 
could be done in furtherance thereof — I have 
no one to confult in this affair — therefore as 
a man may do worfe things, the Englifti of 
all which is this, that I am going to leave a 
few poor fheep here in the wildemefs for 
fourteen days — and from pride and naughti- 
nefs of heart to go fee what is doing at Scar- 
borough — Stedfaftly meaning afterwards to 
lead a new life and ftrengthen my faith. — 
Now fome folks fay there is much company 
there — and fome fay not — and I believe there 
is neither the one or the other — but will be 
both, if the world will have but a month's 

patience or fo. — No, my dear H , I did 

not delay fending your letter diredlly to the 
poft. — As there are critical times, or rather 
turns and revolutions in *** humours, I knew 
not what the delay of an hour might hazard — 
I will anfwer for him, he has feventy times 
feve^ forgiven you — and as often wilh'd you 

at 



45* LETTERS. 

9 

at the d — 1. — After many ofcillations the 
pendulum will reft firm as ever, — 

I fend all kind compliments to Sir C. 

D and G — ^. I love them from my 

foul. — If G tis with you, him alfo. — I go 

on, not rapidly, but well enough with my 
uncle Toby's amours — There is no fitting, 
and cudgelling one's brains whilft the fun 
fhines bright — ^'twiil be all over in fix or fe- 
ven w^eks, and there are difmal months 
enow after to endure fufFocation by a brim- 
ftone fire-fide.— If you can get to Scarbo- 
rough do.-i— A man who makes fix tons of 
allum a week, may do any thing — Lord 
Granby is to be there what a temptation I 

Yours afFedionately, 

L. STERNE^ 



LETTER •£. 



TO THE SAME. 



MT DEAR^ COUSIN^ Coxwould^ThurfcUy, [Sept 1764.] 

I AM but this moment re- 
turned from Scarborough, where I have 
been drinking the waters ever fince the races, 
and have received marvellous fl:rength, had I 
not debilitated it as fail as I got it, by play- 
ing the good fellow with Lord Granby and 
Co. too much. I rejoice you have been en- 
camped 
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tamp'd at Hartro wgafce, from wliick, by now, 
I fuppofe you Me decamp^d^-M>therwife as 
idie a beafl as( I have been, I would have fa* 
criiiced a few days to the god of laughter 
with you and your jolly fet. — I hare done 
nothing good tliat I know of, fince I left 
vcm, except paying off your guinea and a 
fialf to K— ' — , in my way thro' York hither 
-*-I muft try now and do better— Go on and 
p^rofpcr ibr a month* 

Your afFecftionate 

L. STERNE. 



L E T T £: R LI. 



Tt) MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 

MY DEAR FRItND, York, September 29, 1764. 

I MAViNO juft had the 
honour of a letter from Mils Tuting, full of 
the ucknowledgnients of your attention and 
kind fervices to her^ I will not believe thefe 
tiiofe from the D. of A—— — 's letters, nor 
mine.^ Sm^ely Jlie needed no recommendation — 
the trueil and moll honeft compliment I can 
pay you, is to fay they came from your own 
good heart, only you was introduced to tlie 
obje^ — ^for the reft followed in courfe — How- 
ever let me caft in my mite of thanks to the 
treafury which belongs to good-natured ac- 
voL. IV. s tions. 
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tions. I have been with Lord G — y thefe 
three weeks at Scarborough — the pleafures 
of which I found fomewhat more exalted 
than thofe of Bagnieres laft year. — I am now 
returned to my Philofophical Hut to finifh 
Triilram, which I calculate will be ready for 
the world about Chriilnias* at which time I 
decamp from hence, and fix my head-quar- 
ters at London for the winter— unlefs my 
cough puflies me forwards to your Metro- 
poHs — or that I can perfuade fome gros my 
Lord to take a trip to you — I'll try if I can 
make him relifli the joys of the Tuillenes, 
Opera Comique, ^-c. 

I had this week a letter from Mrs. Sterne 
from Montauban, in which flie tells me ftie 
lias occafion for fifty pounds immediately— 
Will you fend an order to your correfpondent 
at Montauban to pay her fo much carti — -and 
I will in tliree weeks fend as much to Becket 
— But as her purfe is low, for God's fake 
write direiftly. — Now you muft do fomething 
equally eifential — to rectify a niiftake in the 
mind of your correfpondent there, who it 
feema gave her a hint not long ago, '* thatjht 
was feparated from me for life" — Now as this is 
not true in the firft place, .and may give a 
difadvantageous impreffion of her to thofe (he 
lives aniongft — 'twould be unmerciful to ■ 
Jet her, or my daughter, futfgrby it; — fodq, 
be ip good as to undeceive him — for in a year 
or two ilie propoles (and indeed I expe^. i( 
with impatience from her) to rejoin me— 
and tell them I have all the confidence in 

the _ 
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the world fhe will not fpend tnote tbftn I 
can afford, and I only mentioned two hundred 
guineas a year — becaufe 'twas right to name 
fome certain fum, for which I begged you to 
give her credit* — I write to you of all my 
moft intimate concerns^ as to a brother : fo 
excufe me> dear Foley. God blefs you — 
Believe me 

Yours affecftiohately, 

L. STERNE. 

Compliments to Mr. Panchaud, D'Hol- 
bach^ &c» 



LETTER LiL 



TO THE SAME. 



Ur DEAR FRIEND, York, NoV. xi, 1764. 

I SENT ten days ago, a bank 
bill of thirty pounds to Mr. Becket, and thi» 
pod one of fixty— When I get to London, 
wliich will be in five weeks, you will receive 
what fliall always keep you in bank for Mrs. 
Sterne ; in the mean time I have defired 
Becket to fend you fourfcore pounds, and if 
my wife, before I get to London, (hould have 
OGcafion fbr fifty louis, let her not wait a 
minute, and if I have not paid it, a week or 
a fortnight I know will break no fquares with 

s 2 a good 
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a good and wortby friend. — -I will contrive to 
fend you thefe two new volumes of Triftram, 
as fopn as ever I get them from the prefs. — 
You will read a3 odd a tour through France 
as ever was proje6led or executed by travel- 
ler, or travel- writers, fince the world began — 
'Tia a laughing good-tempered fatire againft 
travelhng (as puppies travel) — Panchaud will 
enjoy it — I am quite civil to your Parifians — 
et pour caufe you know — 'tis likely I may fee 
them in fpring — Is it poffible for you to get 
me over a copy of my pi6lure ^ny how ? If 

fo, I would write to Mademoifelte N to 

make as good a copy from it as flie poffiWy 
could — with a view to do her fervice here — 
and I would remit her the price — I really 
believe it would be the parent of a dozen 
portraits to her, if flie executes it with the 
fpirit of the original in your hands— for it 
will be feen by many — and as my phiz is as 
remarkable as myfelf, if fhe preferves the true 
character of both, it will do. her honour and 
fervice too. — Write me a line about this, and 
tell me you are well and happy — Will you 
prefent my kind refpecSls to the worthy Baron 
— 1 fhall fend him one of the bell impreffions 
of my pidlure from Mr. ReynoldVs— anQthec 
to Monfieur p— ~— ^. My love to Mr. 
S n and P- — d. 

I am moft truly yours, 

. . . : ,-fri::-.w 
... .. i iri-'iiifioi n 
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LETTER Un. 

TO ^- H S — ^— , ESQ. 

0fiAlt DEAR COUSIN, Nov. 13, 1764. 

Tis a church militant 
Week with me, full of marches, and couhter- 
iiiarches — and treaties about Stillington com- 
ihoh, which we are going to infclplc — othef*- 
wife I would have obeyed yoUr fummoiis — 
and 3^et I could not well have done it this 
week, neither having received a letter frotu 
C — , who has been very ill; and is cbrtiiiig 
down to ftay a week or ten davs with me— - 
Now I know he is ambitious of being better 
acquainted with you ; and longs from his 
Ibul for a light of you in your own caftle. — I 
cannot do otherwife than bring him with 
me — nor can I gallop away and leave him 
an empty houfe to pay a vifit to from Lon- 
don, as he comes half exprefs to fee me. — I 
thank you for the care of my northern vintage 
-—I fear after all I muft give it a fermentation 
on the other fide of the Alps, which is better 
than being on the lees with it — but nous 
verrons — yet I fear as it has got fuch hold of 
my brain, and comes upon it like an armed 
man at nights — I muft give way for quietnefs 
lake, or be hag-ridden with the conceit of 

?3 it 
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it all my life long — I have been Mifs-ridden 
this laft week by a couple of romping girls 
(bien mifes et comme il faut) who might as 
wpll have been in the houfe with me (though 
perhaps not, my retreat here is too quiet 
for them), but they have taken up all my 
time, and have given my judgment and 
fancy more airings than they wanted. — 
Thefe things accord not well with fermon- 
jnaking — but 'tis my vile errantry, as Sancho 
fays, and that is all that can be made of it, 
— I trull all goes fwinjmingly on with 
your alum ; that the works amufe you, 
and call you twice out (at leaft) a day. 
•r^I fhall fee them I truft in ten days, 
or thereabouts — If it was any way poffi- 
ble, I would fet out this moment, though 
I have no cavalry — (except a Jhe Afs). 
Give all friendly refpecfts to Mrs. C. and 
to Col. H — 's, and the garrifon both of 
Guifbro and Skelton. — I am, dear Anthony, 

AfFe(9;ionately yours, 

L. STERNf, 



...Jbi 
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LETTER LIV. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT P. 
. MT PEAR FRIEND, Yoilt, November 16, 1764. . 

Three polls before I had 
the favour of yours (which is come to hand . 
this moment) I had wrote to fet Mrs. Sterne 
right in her miftake*-That you had any 
money of mine in your hands — being very 
leniible that the hundred pounds I had fent 
you, through Becket's hands, was but about 
what would balance with you — The reafon of 
her error was owing to my writing her word, 
I would fend you a bill in a poft or two for 
fifty pounds, which, my finances falling fhort 
juft then, I deferred — fo that I had paid no- 
thing to any one — but was, however, come 
to York this day, and I have fent you a 
draught for a hundred pounds — in honeft 
truth, a fortnight ago I had not the cafli — 
but I am as honeft as the king (as Sancho 
Panca fays), only not fo rich. 

Therefore if Mrs. Sterne fliould want thirty 
louis more, let her have them — and I will 
balance all (which will not be much) with 
honour at Chriftmas, when I fhall be in 
London, having now juft finiflied my two vo- 
lumes of Triftram. — I have fome thoughts of 
going to Italy this year — at leaft I Ihall not 

s 4 defer 
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it above another. 1 have been with Lord 

Granby, and with Lord Shelburne, but am 
now fat down till December in my fweet re- 
tirement. — I Willi you was iat down as hap- 
pily, and as free of all worldly cares — —In 
a few years, my dear F., I hope to fee you a 
real country gentleman, though not alto- 
gether exiled from your friends in London — 
there 1 fhall fpend every winter of my life, 
in the fame lap of contentment, where 1 en- 
joy myfelf now — and wherever I go — ^we 
muft bring three parts in four of the treat 
along with us — In Ihort, we muft be happy 
withiu'— and then few things without us 
make much difference~-This is my Shan- 
dean philofophy. — You will read a comic ac- 
count of my journey from Calais, througb 
Paris, to the Garonne, in thefo volumes— ^my 
friends tell me they are done with Ipirit— — 
it muft fpeak for itfelf.— Give my kind re- 
ipe6bs to Mr, Selwin and my fiiend Pan- 

chaud When you fee Baron d'Holbach, 

prefent him my refpe^s, and believe ine, 
dear F., 

Yours cordially. 
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LETTER LV. 

TO DAVID OARRICK, IJSQ. 

DEAR GARRICK, London, March 16, 1765. 

I THREATENED JOU with 

a letter in one I wrote a few weeks ago to 
roley, but (to my (hame be it Ipoken) 1 lead 
fuch a life of diflipation I have never had a 
moment to myfelf which has not been broke 
in upon, by one engagement or impertinence 
or another — and as plots thicken towards the 
latter end of a piece, I find, unlefsl take pen 
and ink juft now, I fliall not be alile to do it, 
till either I am got into the country, or you to 
the city. You are teized and tormented too 
much by your correfpoudents to return to us, 
and with accounts how much your friends, 
and how much your Theatre wants you — fo 
that I will not magnifv either our lofs or 
yours — but hope cordially to fee you foon. — 
Since I wrote lall I have frequently ftept into 
your houfe — that is, as frequently as I could 
take the whole party where I dined alon; 
with me — This was but juftice to you, as 
walked in as a wit — but with regai'd to my- 
felf, I balanced the account thus — I am 

fometimes in tny friend ^^s houfe, but he 

is jalways in Triftram Shandy's — where my 
friends fay he will continue (and I hope 

the 
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the prophecy true for my own immortality), 
even when he himfelf is no more. 

I have had a lucrative winter's campaign 
here — Shandy fells well — I am taxing the 
public with two more volumes of Sermons, 
which will more than double the gains of 
Shandy— -It goes into the world with a pran- 
cing lift de toiite la nobkjfe — which will bring 
me in three hundred pounds, exclufive of 
the fale of the copy — fo that with all the 
contempt of money which ma facon de penfer 
has ever imprefled on me, I (liall be rich in 
fpite of myfelf : but I fcorn, you muft know, 
in the high ton I take at prefent, to pocket 
all this trafti — I fet out to lay a portion of it 
out in the fervice of the world, in a tour 
round Italy, where I fliall fpring game or the 
deuce is in the dice. — In the beginning of 
September I quit England, that I may avail 
myfelf of the time of vintage, when all na^ 
ture is joyous, and fo faunter philofophically 
for a year or fo, on the other fide the Alps. — 
I hope your pilgrimages have brought Mrs. 
Garrick and yourfelf back d la fteur de Jett^ 
nejfe — May you bath long feel the fweets of 
it, and your friends with you. — Do, dear 
friend, make my kindeft willies and compli- 
ments acceptable to the beft and wifeft of 
the daughters of Eve — You fhall ever believe, 
and ever find me affectionately yours, 

L. ST^RNIi. 



' • * ' ' : ~ . i J.J. 
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LETTER LVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

Batb, April 6^ 1 765. 

I SCALP you !-— my dear 
Garrick ! my dear friend ! foul befal the 
man who hurts a hair of your head! and fo 
full was I of that very fentiment, that my! 
letter had not been put into the poll-office 
ten minutes, before my heart fmote me ; and 
I fent to recal it— but failed — You are fadly 
to blame, Shandy ! for this, quoth I, leaning 
with my head on my hand, as I recriminated 
upon my falfe delicacy in the aiffair — Gar- 
rick's nen'^es (if he has any left) are as fine 
and delicately fpun as thy own — his fenti- 
raents as honeft and friendly — thou knoweft. 
Shandy, that he loves thee — why wilt thoti 
hazard him a moment's pain ? Puppy ! fool, 
coxcomb, jack-afs, &c. &c. — and fo I ba^ 
lanced the account to your favour, before I 
received it drawn up in your way — I fay your 
way — for it is not ftated fo much to your ho- 
nour and credit, as I had paflTed the account 
before — for it was a moft lamented truth 
that I never received one of the letters your 
friendfliip meant me, except whilft in. Paris 
— Oh 1 how I congratulate you for the anxiety 
the )vorld has, and continues to be under for 

your 
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your return. — Return, return to the fetr who 
love you, and the thoufands who admire 
you. — ^The moment you fet your foot upon 
your ftage— mai'k ! I tell it you — by fome 
magic irrefilled power, every fibre about your 
heart will vibrate afrefh, and as ftrong and 
feelingly as ever— --Nature, with glory at her 
back, will light up the torch within you — 
and there is enough of it left to lieat and en- 
lighten the world thefe many, many, many 
years. 

Heaven be praifed ! (I utter it from my 
foul) that your lady, and my Minerva, is in 
a condition to walk to Windfor— full raptu- 
roufly will I lead the graceful pilgrim to the 
temple, where I will facrifice with the pureft 
incenfe to her— but you may worlhip with 
tne, or not — 'twill make no difference either 
in the truth or warmth of my devotion — 
flill Rafter all I have feen) I ftill maintain her 
peerlefs. 

. Powel \ good Heaven ! — give me fome 
one with leis fmoke and more fire: — ^There 
Hre who, like the Pharifees, fl:ill think they 
fball be heard for much fpeaking— Come— - 
come away, my dear Garrick, and teach us 
another leffon. 

Adieu ! — Hove you dearly— and your lady 
better — not hobbihorfically — but moft fenti* 
ttietitally and afted:ionately— for I am yowrs 
(that is, if you never fay another word about 

) with all the fentiments of love aiwi 

fiicndftiip you deferve from rae^ 

t. STER*B. 
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LETTER LVII. 

TO MR. FOLEY. 
MY DEAR 50LET^ Balh, April 15, 1765* 

My wife tells me flie has 
drawn for one hundred pounds, and 'tis fit 
that you fliould be paid it that minute— the 
*mofiey is now in Becket's hands — fend me, 
my cjear Foley, my account, that I may 
difcharge the balance to this tirae^ and know 
what to leave in your hands — I have made a 
good campaign of it this year in the field of 
the literati-^my two volumes of Triftram, 
and two of ferraons, which I fliall print very 
iboB, will bring me a confiderable lum. — Al- 
moil all the nobiUty in England honour mie 
with their names, and 'tis thought it will be 
the largefl; and moil fplendid lilt which ever 
pranked before a book, fince fubfciiptibns 
came into fafliion. — Pray prefent ray mod 

fincere compliments to Lady H , whofe 

name I hope to infert with many others. — As 
fo many men of genius favour me with their 
pames alfo, I will quarrel with Mr. Hiime, 
and call him Deift, and what not^ untefs I 
have his name too. — My love to Lord 
W — ^ — . Your name, Foley, I have put i\x 
'a3 a free-will offerins; of mv labours— your 

7 lilt 
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lift of fubfcfibers you will fend — ^"tis but a 
crown for iixteen femions- — Dog cheap i but 
I am in queft of honour not money. — Adieu, 
adieu> — believe me, dear Foley, 

Yours truly, 

L. STERN^E. 



LETTER LVIIL 

TO MR. W. 

Coxwould, May 23, 1785* 

At this moment I am 

fitting in my fummer-houfe with my head 

and iieart full, not of my Uncle Toby's 

amours with the widow Wadman, but my 

fermons — and your letter has drawn me out 

of a penfive mood — the fpirit of it pleafeth 

me — but in this folitude, what can I tell or 

write to you but about myfelf— I am glad 

that you are in love — 'twill cure you at leaft 

of the fpleen, which has a bad effedl on both 

man and woman — I myfelf muft ever have 

fome Dulcinea in my head —it harmbnilcs 

the foul — and in thofe cafes I firft endeavour 

to make the lady believe fo, or rather I begin 

firft to make myfelf believe that I am in love-^ 

but I carry on my affairs quite in the French 

way, fentimentally — " Vamour'^ (fay they) 

" nejl rien fans fentiment ''-^^ow notwith- 

ftanding they make fuch a pother about the 

word^ they have no precife idea annexed to 

ti 
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it — And fo much f6r that fame fubjedl called 
love. — I muft tell you how I have juft treated 
a French gentleman of fortune in France, 
who took a liking to my daughter — ^Without 
any ceremony (having got my direction from 
my wife's banker) he wrote me word that he 
was in love with my daughter, and defired to 
know ^yha,tfortune I would give her at prefent, 
and how much at my death — by the bye, I 
think there was very little fentiment on his 
fide — My anfwer was, " Sir, I fhall give her 
ten thoufand pounds the day of marriage — 
%tiy calculation is as follows — fhe is not 
eighteen, you are fixty-two — there goes five 
thoufand pounds — then. Sir, you dt leaft 
think her not ugly — (lie has many accom- 
plifhments, fpeaks Italian, French, plays 
upon the guitar, and as I fear you play upon 
no inftrument whatever, I think you will be 
hapny to take her at my terms, for here 
fmimes the account of the ten thoufand 
pounds/' — I do not fuppofe but he will take 
this as I mean, that is — a flat refufal.— I have 
had. a parfonage houfe burnt down by the 
careleflhefs of my curate's wife — as foon as I 
can I mufl rebuild it, I trow — but 1 lack the 
means at prefent — yet I am never happier 
than when I have not a Ihilling in my pocket 
— for when I have I can never call it my 
own. — Adieu, my dear friend — may you en- 
joy better health than me, tho' not better 
fpirits, for that is impoffible. 

Yours fincercly, 

L. STERNE^ 

My Compliments to the Col. 



a/a liBTTEIW. 
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LETTER LIX. 

TO MR^ POLEY, AT PARIS* 

MT DEAR SIR, York, July 13, JT^S- 

I wAOTE fome time in 
fpring, to beg you would favour me with my 
account. I belie\^ you was fet out from 
Paris, and that Mr* Garrick brought the letter 
with him — which polfibly he gave yoii* In 
the hurry of your bufinefs you might forget 
the contents of it ; and in the hurry of imMlb 
in town (though I called once) I could not 
get to fee you. I decamp for Italy in 6e^ 
tember, and (hall fee your face at Pta.ri8»^y0U 
may be fure— but I Ihall fee it with mast 
pleafure when I am out of debt- — whiclr^s 
your own fault, for Becket has had money kit 
in bis hands for that purpofe- — Do fead Mrs. 
Sterne her two laft volumes of Triftraoii 
they amved with yours in Springs ahiA 9^ 
complains flhe has not got them— My beft 
fei-vices to Mn Panchaud.— I am hufy 
compofing twa volumes of fermons— 4be^' 
will be printed in September^ thotigh-1 
fear not time enough to bring them wifh 
me; Your name is amongft the lift^^^ of.ft 
few of my honorary fubfcribers — who fub- 
fcribe for love. — If you fee Baron d'Hol- 
bach, and Diderot, prefent my refped;s to 

them~» 
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them-— If the Baron wants any Englifti books 
be will let me know, and 1 will bring them 
with me — Adieu. 

I am truly yours^ 

L. STEUNE. 



,' « 



LETTER LX. 

TO THE SAME. 
X}£AR SIR, London, OAobcr 7, 1765. 

It is a tenible thing to 
be in Paris without a perriwig on a man's 
head ! In feven days from the date of this, I 
fliould be in that cafe, unlefs you tell your 
neighbour Madame Requiere to get her bou 
ffiaride me f aire unperuque d bourfe, au mieux 
-^cefi-d^-dire — une la plus extraordinaire — la 
piusjolie—la plus gentille — et la plus — 

• — 'Mais quirnporte? jai Vhonneur d'etre 
^rand critique — et bien difficile encore dans les 
ajfaires deperuques — and in one word, that he 
jg^ts it done, in five days after notice—- 

I beg pardon for this liberty, my dear 
friend, and for the trouble of forwardinj 
this by the very next poft. — If my frieni 
Mr. F. is in Paris, my kind love to him, and 
refped;s to all others — in fad hafte— 

Youi-s truly, 

L. STERNE. 

. vot. IV. T I have 
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/I'h&re paid iurto Mr. Bucket's hiv^i fix 
hiiDdred pounds, wiiich you may dr»w upon 
at fight, according as either Mrt. Sterne oj? 
myfelf make it expedient. 



LETTER LXL 

fO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 

DEAR SIR, J^"w Po»n^ Voifin, November 7, 1765. 

I FORGOT to defire j^oti to 
fdhrard Whatever letters came to your hand 
to'ybtir banker at Rome, to wait for m& 
againft I get there, as it is uncertain hoV 
long I may ftay at Turin, &c. &c. atjprftfent 
I am held prifoner in this toMii by the fed- 
deh fWelling of two pitiful rivulets fromilm 
ihow^ melting on the Alps — fo that we can- 
not either advance to them, or retire hut^^ 
aga?n to Ly oris — for how long the getttteinett 
^vlia iitid ti\y fellow-travellers, and ttiylfelf^ 
Ihall latigtrifli in this ftate of vexatioti* eapi' 
tivity, heaven and earth furely know'; foY it> 
raises aiif they were coming together ta^kU 
tte'thfe iiiaftter. — I had an agreeable jourttey* 
td^^ybhsj and a joyous time there; dinitj]^ 
and flipping every day at the comtnandant** - 
— Lord F. W» I left there, and about a dozen 
Epglifli-Trif yo^ fee Lord Offory, Lord Wil- 
liam Gordon, and my friend Mr. Crawford, 
remember me to them — if Wilkes is at Paris 

yet. 



yet, I ieiid iiiiTi all kind wifhes— prefent my 
cdropliments as Avell as thanks ^to my good 
Mend Mifs P-i-., and believe me/ dear Sir, 
with all truth, yours, 

X. STERNE. 
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TO THE SAME. 
, tXBlH: smt . Turin,. November tS, 1765. 

;* Ai'TB^t many difficulties 
I )6ave .got here fafe atiid found-r-tho' eigh| 
darjstin p&ffing the mountaiDS of Savoy. — I 
airi ikypped here for ten days by tl^e wholq 
equntry betwkt here and Milan being laid 
uoder water by continual rains— but I am 
very happy, and have found my way into a 
d&i€n hOufes already — To-morrow I am to 
be prefented to the King, and when' that 
Cjeoremony is qver, I ftiall have my hands full 
oif engageioer^ts — No Englifli here but Sir 
Jnmes Macdoti'ald, who meets with much 
refpe<9:, and Mr. Ogilby. We are all toge- 
ther, and fh^ll depart in peface together 

iij kind fervices to all — pray forward the 

Yours moft truly. 



» * 



L. STlIt^fi.' 



t2 
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TO THE SAME. 

SEAlt SIR^ Turin, Novero!;er 28, 1765. 

I AM juft leaving this 
place with Sir James Macdonald for Milan, 
&c. — We have fpent a joyous fortmght here, 
and met with all kinds of honours — and with 
regret do we both bid adieu — but health on 
my fide — and good fenfe on his — fay 'tis bet- 
ter to be at Rome — you fay at Paris — ^^but 
you put variety out of the queftion — I in- 
treat you to forward the inclofed to Mrs. 
Sterne — My compHments to all friends, 
more particularly to thofe I nioft value (that 
includes Mr. F. if he is in Paris). 

I am yours mod truly, 



- • 



1 


L. STERNE. 

« 


LETTER 


,1 ,s 

lyXIV. ', 


TO THE SAMlt. X - 

* * . \» 

DfiAR SIR, Florence, December, i}^jip$i^ _ 

I HAVE been a inc^^ 



pafling the plains of Lombardy— ^floppkifi 
in my way^at Milan, Parma, Placenza^ ahd 
Bologna — with weather as delicious «4lt '4 



*■ * 



_?=■ J^^J^■ '- 
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kindly Aprii in England, and have been 
tlrree days in croffing apart of the Apennines 
t^overed with thick fnoiv — Sad tranlition ! — 
I flay here three days to dine with our Pie* 

nipo Lords T d and C r, and in five 

days Ihall tread the Vatican, and be intro- 
duced to all the Saints in the Pantheon. — I 
ftay but fourteen days to pay thefe civili- 
ties, and then decamp for Naples. — Pray fend 
the inclofed to my wife, and Becket's letter 
to London. 

Yours truly I 



LETTER LXV. 



• • «• 



TO MISS STERNE. 

MT DEAR GIRL, Naples, Febniary 3, lybfi. 

You 11 letter, my Lydia, 
has made me both laugh and cry. — Sorry am 
I that you arc both fo affliifted w4th the 
ague, and by all means I wifli you both to 
fly from Tom's, becaufe I remember it is 
fituated between two rivers, la Loire, and 
le <3her — which mull o(!cafion fogs, and damp 
iinwholefome weather — therefore for the fame 
reafon go not to Bourges en BrelFe — ^'tis as 
vile a place for agues.— I find my felf infinitely 
better than I was —and hope to have added 
4t leaft ten years to my life by this journey 

T 3 to 
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to Italy— the climate is heavenly, and I 
find new principles of health iij me, which J 
have been long a ftranger to — but truft me, 
jny Lydia, I will find you out, wherever 
you are, in May. Therefore I beg you to 
dirc6l to me at Belloni's at Rome, that I 
may have fomc idea where you will be then. 

— The account you give nic of Mrs. C 

is tiuly amiable, I iliall ever honour her — 
Mr. C. is a diverting companion— what he faid 
of your little French admirer was truly droll 

— the Marquis dc is an impoftor, and 

not Avorthy of your acquaintance — he only 
pretended to know me, to get introduced to 
your mother — I defire you will get your mo- 
ther to ^nitc to Mr. C. that I may difcharge 
every debt, and then, my Lydia, if 1 live, 
the produce of my pen Ihall be yours — ^if 
fate referves me not that — the humane and 
good, part for thy father s fake, part for thy 
own, will never abandon thee ! — If your mo- 
ther's health will permit her tp r^^turn ^j^ith 
me to England, your fummers I will render 
as agreeable as I can at Coxwould — your 
winters at York — you know my publications 
call me to London. — If Mr. and Mrs. C-^ 

■ ■ ■ ^ ■ 

are ftill at Tours, thank them fronjx mp fof 
their cordiality to ray wife and daughter. \ 
have purchafed you fome little trifles, ifhjK^ 
I fliall give you when we meet, as p^rd^^cif 
affedlion from 



• 1 



Your fond fiEttticrJ 1***^-: 



1. 




t*TTE8($^ »7| 
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TO J H S -, ESQ. 



' » - 1 4 



/ •, * ■ • 



MT DEAR H. Naples, Feb. 5> i766. . 

Tis an age fince I bay/e 
heard from you — but as I read the LpudQii 
Chronicle, and find no tidings of your death, 
or that you are even at the point of it, I takie 
it as I wifli it, that you have got over tl^u3 
much of the winter free from the damjpis« 
both of climate and fpirits ; and here I am^ a$ 
happy as a king after all, growing fat, ileekt 
J!.nd well liking — not improving in ftature, but 
in breadth. — We have a jolly carnival pf it— r 
nothing but operas — ;punchineUQesrT-feftiuQes 
and mafquerades— We (that is, 7i(ms autr^i^) 
are all dreffing out for one this night a^t.tbQ 
Erincefs Francavi valla, which is»to beifqpqrbu 
-1— rThe Englifh dine with her (exclufiv^), aqd 
fo much for fmall chat— except that l.ikWrfit 
little comedy a6led laft week with moi;e ex? 
preflion and fpirit, and true chara6ief, tb^fi 
I ihall fee one haftily again. — I ftay here till 
the holy week, which I fliall pafe at Koinei 
where I occupy myfelf a month-r-My p^a^i 
was to have gone from thence fojr a fortnjight 
to Florence — and then by Leghoi-n to Mar- 
feilles dire<ftly home — but am diverted from 

T 4 this 
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this by the repeated propoftils of accompan j- 
ing a gentleman, who is returning by Venice 
Vienna, Saxony, Berlin, and fo by the S[)aw, 
and thence through Holland to England — 
— ^'tis with Mr. E. I have known him thefe 
three years, and havebecnwith himevcrlincel 
reach'd Rome ; and as I know him to be a good* 
hearted young gentleman, 1 have no doubt 
of making itanlwer both his views and mine — 
at Icaft 1 am peifuaded wc iliall return home 
together, as we fet out, with fricndlhip and 
good- will. ^ — Write your next letter to me at 
Home, and do me the following favour if it 
lies in your way, which I think it does — to 
get me a letter of recommendation to our 
Ambalfador (Ix)rd Stormont) at Vienna. I 
have not the honour to be known to hiii 

Lordftiip, but Loi^s P or H , or 

twenty you belter know, would write a. cer- 
tificate for me, importing, that I am not fel- 
Jen out of the clouds. If this will coft my 
<;ouiin Jittle trouble, djo inclofe it in. yout 
iriext letter to me at Belloni. — You have kft 
l^fceltonl trow a month, and I fear have had a 
moH (liarp winter, if one may judge of it 
JbVonltbc feverity of the weather here> and all 
over Italy, which exceeded any thing; kBOira 
till within thc(e three weeks, that the (fuii tow 
been as hot as we could .bear it.-^Give nf 
kind fex-vices to ray friends— efpecially to^llM 
hou(feh<sdd»i of faith — my dear Garlii^M^ 
Gilbert)— tt> the worthy Colonel — taCanUndi 
&> ^^ v to my fellow-labourer Panta^niirfiflt 



.:J.1 



liSmfBTKs: «8i 

dear coiifin AtttbAyi; receive my kindeft love 
and -wiflies^ im .■iiij '>'l^'. •. 

' '^ '' 'Y^itrs affe(9Aonately, 

. . _ L. STIIKNB, 



• 1 ; ( 
- 4 > 



1 ( 



-.> P. S. Upon fecond thoughts, dire6lyoiir 
next to me at Mn W. banker at Venice. 



, I 



LETTER LXVIL 



TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 



DEAR SIR, Naples, February S, 1766. 

I DESIRE Mrs. Sterne may 
have wliat cafli fhe wants — if (he has not re- 
ceived it before now : flie fends me word £he 
has been in want of ca(h thefe three wepks— 
be fo kind as to preventthis uneafmels to her— 
which is doubly fo to me. — I have made very 
little ufe of your letters of credit, iiaving fince 
I left Paris taken up no more nabn^y than 
about fifty louis at Turin, as much at Rome 
•—and a few ducats here — and as J now tra- 
vel from hence to Rome, Venice^ through 
Vienna to Berlin, &c. with a gentleman of for- 
tune, I fliall draw for little more till my return 
— fo you will have always enough to fpare 
for my wife. — The beginning of March be fo 
kind as to let her have a hundred pouacls to 
begin her year with — 

There 



Tliere are a good many StiglifH.here, very 
few in Rome, or other parts of Italy.— The. 
air of Naples agrees very well with me— I 
Ihall return fat — my friendfliip to all who 
honour me with theirs— Adieu, my dear 
friend — I am ever yours, 

L. STBRN&. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

TO MR. PAXCHAUUj AT PARIS. 



I WROTK laft week to yovt 
to deiire you would let Mrs. Sterne have 
what money flic wanted — it may happen, as 
that letter went inclofcd in one to her atTqurs, 
that you will receive this firil — I have made 
little ufe of your letters of credit, as you will 
fee by that letter, nor fliall 1 want much (if 
any) till you fee me, as I travel now in com- 
pany with a gentleman — howevei", as we re- 
turn by Venice, Vienna, Berlin, &c. to the 
Spaw, I Ihould be glad if you will draw 
me a letter of credit upon fome one at Ve- 
nice, to the extent of fifty louis — but I 
am perfuaded I fliall not want lialf of 
thenl — however, in cafe of fjcknefs or acci- _ 
dents, one would not go fo long a rout wit) 
out money in one's pocket. — The bankerf 
heft are not fo corifcientious as my friend T 
they wbuld make me pay twelve per i 
I w^ to get a letter here. — I bee 
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iStc. aa^y be ioclofed to Mr. Watfon at Ve- 
nice — where we ihall be in the Afeention.— I 
Jiaye received much bepefit from the air of 
Naples— but quit it to be at Ronje beforp 
the holy week.^ — There are about five-and- 
twenty Englifli here— but moft of them will 
be decamp'd in two months — there are fcarce 
a third of the number at Rome, I fuppofe 
therefore that Paris is full — my warmeft 
wiflies attend you — \yith my love to ]V?r. F. 
and con^pliments to all — ^I am, dear Sir, very 
faithfully. 

Yours, 

L. STERKE. 

Sjr James MacdonaUl is in the houfe with 
iflp, and is juft recovering a long anrf moft 
O'ucl fit of the rheumatifm. 



LETTER LXIX. ;; 

TO J H S , ESQ. ■ ': 

pSl?t ASTONy, yi'Y ^S> "">' Dijon [i^ftS]. 

]Mv ilcfire of feeing botli, 
my wife and girl has turn'd nie out of my 
road towards a delicious Chateau of the 

Countels of W— -, where I have been pa-. 

triarching it thefe (even days with her lady-; 
fliip, antfhajttja^dpzcu of ^^r^^I^ancUome un4 
_,-».^ ■'•7«<' -' agree- 



■ ^ ■ . — 
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.'agreeable ladies— her lady iliip hiis the l>?ft 
of hearts — a valuable, prefent not given to 
^€\^ery one. To-morro\\r with regret, I^ (Ij^l 
tjuit thi^ agreeable circle, and pott it i»glk 
and day to Paris, where I fliall aVriye in two 
days, and juft wind myfelf up wlien •! mji 
there, enough to roll on to Calais — fo I 
hope to fup with you the king's birth-day, ac- 
eording to a plan of fixteen days Handing. — 
Never man has been fuch a wildi/oofe chacc 
ftftcr a wife as I have been — after having 
fought her in five or fix different towns, I 
found her at laft in Franche Compti — Poor wo- 
man ! (lie Avas very cordial, <Scc. and begs to 
ilay another year or fo — my Lydia pleafes me 
much — I found her greatly improved in every 
thing I wifhed her — I am moii; unaccounta- 
bly well, and moll unaccountably nonfenfi- 
cal — 'tis at leaft a proof of good fpirits, which 
is a fign and token given me in thefe latter 
days, that 1 inuft take up again the pen— In 
faith, I think 1 fliall die with it in my hand, 
but 1 fliall live thefe ten years, my Antony, 
potwithilanding the fears of my wife, whom 
I left moft melancholy on that account. 
This is a delicious part of the world; raoft 
peleftial weather, and we lie all day^ without 
diunps, upon the grafs — and that is the whole 
of it, except the inner man (for her ladyfliip 
i^iuot flingy of her wine) is infpired twice a 
day with the beft Burgundy that grows upon 
tjie moitn tains which terminate our lands 
^ere.-^ Surely you will not have* decamped to 
Grazy Callle before I reach town — J^he fum^ 

mer 
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mer here is fet in in good earneft— -'tis more 
than we can fay for Yorkfliire— I hojie to 
heal^ a good tale of your alum-works— have 
ybii no other works in hand ? I do not expetft 
to hear from yoii, fo God profper you— and 
all' your undertakings.— I am, my dear 
coumi,' 

... Moft afFeiftionately yew's, .,^ 



'^i . 



L. STBRN'E. 

f • ■ # 

» ■ - 

, Remjember me to Mr. G , Carainau 

S — — , the Col. &c. &c. &c. 

■ .■■■..#/.■,• 

• • ■ i ' .i . :■ 
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TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 
DEAR SIR, "i^ori^* June »8, 1766. 

I WROTE laft week to Mr. 
Becket to difcharge the balance due tx) you 
* — ^and I have received a lettet fro*ft hiro^ 
telHng me that if you will draw upon hkii for 
one hundred and fixty pounds, he will punc- 
tually pay it to your order — fo fend thq 
draughts when you pleafe. — Mrs. Sterne 
writes me Avord flie wants fifty pounds — 
which 1 defire you will let her have. — I will 
take care to remit it to your correfpondent— 
I have fuch an entire confidence in my wife, 
that ftie fpends as little as flie can, though 

lixe 
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Ihe is confined to no particular fuift— ^hfer ex- 
penceswill not exceed thrfee htindf^d poudds 
a year, un|ef» by ill health or d' jptirney— and 
i anil very willing fhe fiiduld hav^ it — and 
you niay rely in cafe it ever happfen^ that 
flie fhould draw for fifty or a hundred t>6urids 
extraordinary, that it and every demaxtauim 
be pun^ually paid— and with proper thanks ; 
ap4 for this tne whole Shandean family are 
ready to iland fecurity. — Tis impofEble to 
tell you how forry I was that my afikirs hur- 
ried me fa quick throu^ Paris, afs to dt^prive 
me of feeing my old mend Mr. Foley, &hA 
of the plealure I propofed in being made 
known to his better half — but I have a pro- 
babihty of feeing him this wmter. — Adieu, 
dear Sir, arid believe rtife 

Moil cordially yours, 

* i . ' . , "■ ' .. . ■ • *^- ■ 

L^ STERILE.. 



\.. 



:'P..S. Mrs.Stfeme is goSng to Chalons, but 
yottr tetter Will find her, I believe^ at A^ig^ 
noh-H^Siifi isr very poorly — and my daUgbt^ 
writi^ ta me, with fad grief of heierrty thalib^ 
isiwoefd; ■■-'■■ 

. ■ ■ - .--, 

; ■ :\ 
• ^ ■ • • ■ •....■# J /• » 

• ■..:••.•. . . .'.)i' 
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v.f LETTER LXXI. 

\ ■ ; t. . ..' ■' ... 

A 

: ■■ v^ ■ "■ t6 Mtt; S. ' 

• * JbSAR »il^, ■ Coi^outo, July l^i O^^- * 

-^>v i Oi^E irtight be led iO 

think that there k a fdtftfity fegarding tli-^tins 
make appointments to meet, and for thefe 
two years have not feen each other's face 
but twice — we muft try, and do better for 
the future — Having fought you with more 
zeal than € . . . . fought the Lofdf in order to 
dehver you the books you bade me purchafe 
for you at Paris — I was forced to pay car- 
riage for them from London down to York — 
but as I fhall neither ctiarge you the books 
nor the carriagp- — ^^tis not worth talking about. 
— -Neiver ma^ti, ihy dear Sir, has had a more 
agreeable tout than yotif "^drick— ^ind at, 
prefent I am in my peacieful retfeaf, writiiig, 
the ninth tolume* of f riaram— I fbaU ,pftb?i: 
liili but one this year, attidtbe riext,! fliSll fie^i 
gin a new work df four vOluili^ which when' 
flniihed, I flialt continue ItVif^rkm with'frefti;;; 
(birit. What a diflferenCi^ of^ foeiie here?. 
6ut, T^ith a dil^ofitioh to be happy, 'tis 
iteithet this place nof t'other, that renders us* 
the ifeverfe.-*— In flVort, each m an'^s happinefs ! 
depends n]^on himfelf— h6 is a fool if he doid^-;^ 
not enjoy It. 

* Ailftdiiig to-the fit* edition; 

What 
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^Miat are you about, dear S— ? Give 
mc fome account of your pleafures — you had 
better come to me for a fortnight, and I will 
fliew, or give you (if needful), a prad:ical dofe 
of my philofbphy ; but I hope you do not 
want it — if vou did — ^'twould be the office of 
a friend to give it — Will not even our races 
tempt 3'ou ? You fee I ufe all arguments- 
Believe me yours moft truly, 

LAUREKCE STERNE. 



LETTER LXXIL 



TO BIR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 

MY DEAR FRIENDj Cox^ruuW, September 21, 176S. 

If Mrs. Sterne fliould 
draw upon you for fifty louis dors, be fo 
kind as to remit her the money — and pray be 
fo good as not to draw upon Mr. Becket for 
it (as he owes me nothing), but favour me with 
the draught, which I will pay to Mr. Selwin 

• A young nobleman is now negotiating ^8^; 

jaunt with me for fix weeks, about Clifirfipgs, 
to the Fauxbpurg de St. Germain — I fliouli 
like much to be with you for fo long — ap,d if. 
my wife fliould grow worfe (having had a vejy. 

foor account of her in my daughter's laftjt 
cannot think of her being without me — an(J 
however expenfive the journey would be, I 
would fly to Avignoa to adminifl;er confola- 

8 tion 
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tion to both lier and my poor girl — Wliere- 
evcr 1 am, believe mc, dear Sir, 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 

■ 

My kind compliments to Mr. Foley : 
though I have not the honour of knowing his 
rib, i fee no reafon why I may not prefent all 
due refpedls to the better half of fo old a 
friend, which I do by thcfc prcfents — with 
my fricndlieft wiflies to Mifs P. 



LETTER LXXIII. 

TO MR. FOLEY, AT PARIS. 

MT DEAR FOLET, Cox^v'ouM, OAchtt 25, 1766. 

I DESIRED you would be 
lb good as to remit to Mrs. Sterne fifty louis, a 
month ago — I dare fay you have done it — 
but her ilhiefs mull have coft her a good 
deal — therefore having paid the lall fifty 
pounds into Mr. Sclwin s hands, I beg you to 
(fend her thirty guuieas more — for which I 
ifend a bank bill to Mr. Becket by this poll — 
but furely had I not done fo, you would not 
flack at it — for be aflured, my dear Foley, 
that the Firft Lord of the Treafury is neither 
more able or niore Willing (nor perhaps half 
fo punctual) in repaying with honour all I 
VOL. IV. u ever 
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ever can be in your books.— -My daughter 
fays her mother is very ill — and I fear going 
faft down by all accounts — 'tis melancholy in 
her fituation to want any aid that is in my 
power to give — do write to her— and believe 
me with all oompliments to your Hotel, 

Yoursf very truly, 

L. STBRKE. 
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TO MR. PANCHAUD. 
DEAR SIR, York, November tS, 17W. 

I JUST received yours — 
and am glad that the balance of accounts is 
now paid to you — Thus far all goes well — I 
have received a letter from my daughter, with 
the plcafing tidings that ihe thinks her mother 
out of danger— and that the air of the country 
is delightful (excepting the winds) ; but the 
defcription of the Chateau my wife has hired is 
really pretty — on the fide of the Fountain of 
Vauclufe — with feven rooms of a floor, half 
furnilhed with tapeftry, half with blue taflfety, 
the permiiiion to fiih, and to have game ; fo 
many partridges a week, &c. ; and the pricQ 
• — ^gueis ! fixteen guineas a. year — there's, tof 
you, P. About the latter end of next iqojith 
my wife will have occafion for a huiiidrra 
guineas — and pray be fp good, inj 4^ 3ih 

9i 
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as to give orders that flie may not be difap- 
pqioted — die is going to fpend the Carnival 
at Marfeilles at Chriftmas — I fhall be in 
London by Chriftmas week, and then fliall 
balance this remittance to Mrs. S. with Mr. 

S . I am going to lie in of another child 

of the Shandaick procreation, in town, I 
hope you wifli me a fafe delivery — I fear my 
friend Mr. F. will have left town before I get 
there — Adieu, dear Sir — I wifh you every 
thing in this world which will do you good^ 
for I am with unfeigned truth, 

Yours, 

L. STEENE, 

Make my compliments acceptable to the 
good and worthy Baron d'Holbach — Mifs P. 

«Cf &c. 



LETTER LXXV. 



FROM IGNATIUS SANCHO, TO MR. STERNE. 

&EWELEND SIR, [1766.] 

It would be an infult on 
your humanit3% (or perhaps look like it,) to 
apoilonze for the liberty I am taking — I am 
oneof thofe people whom the vulgar and illi- 
beral call negroes. — ^The firft part of my life 
was rather unlucky, as I was placed in a fa^ 
'_ u2 milgr 
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mily who judged ignorance the beft and only 
fecurity for obedience. — A little reading and 
writing I got by unwearied application. — 
The latter part of my life has been, thro' 
God's blelfing, truly fortunate — having fpent 
it in the fervice of one of the beft and 
greateft families in the kingdom — ^my chief 
pleafure has been books — Philanthropy I 
adore — How very much, good Sir, am I 
(amongft millions) indebted to you for the 
character of your amiable Uncle Toby !— I 
declare I would walk ten miles in the dog- 
days, to fliake hands with the honeft Cor- 
poral. — Your lermons have touched me to 
the heart, and I liope have amended it, 
which brings me to the point — In your tenth 
difcourfe*, is this very affecting paffage— 
^* Conlider how great a part of our fpecies in 
all ages down to this — have been trod under 
the feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who 
would neither hear their cries, nor pity their 
diftreflTes — Confider llavery — what it is — how 
bitter a draught — and how many millions 
are made to drink of it." — Of all my favou- 
rite, authors, not one has drawn a tear in fa- 
vour of my mifcrable black brethren— ex- 
cepting yourfelf, and the humane author of 
Sir Geo. Ellifon. — I think you will forgive 
me ; I am fure you will applaud me for be- 
feeching you to give one half-hour's atten- 
tion to flavery, as it is this day pra6lifed in 

* Sec Vol. III. p. IJ7. 

our 
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bur Weft Indies. — ^That fubjecft bandied in 
your ftriking manner would eafe the yoke 
(berhaps) of many — but if only of one — gra- 
cious God ! what a feaft to a benevolent 
heart ! and fure I am, you are an epicurean 
in a6ls of charity. — You who are univerfally 
read, and as univerfally admired — ^you could 
not fail.— Dear Sir, think in me you behold 
the uplifted hands of thoufands of my bro- 
ther Moors. Grief (you pathetically gbferve) 
is eloquent; figure to yourfelf their atti- 
tudes ; hear their fupplicating addrefles ! — 
alas ! you cannot refufe.—r Humanity muft 
comply — in which hope I beg permiffion to 
fubfcribe myfelf, 

Reverend Sir, &c. 

LS. 
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FROM MR. STEUNE, TO IGNATIUS SANCHd. 

• I • 

Corwbuld, July 27, 1766, 

There is a ftrange coin- 
cidence, Sancho, in the little events (as well 
as in the great ones) of this world : for I had 
been writing a tender tale of the forrows of 
a friendlefs poor negro-girl, and my eyes had 
fcarce done fmarting with it, when your let- 
ter of recommendation, in behalf of fo many 

u 3 of 
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of her brethren and fifters, came to me — ^but 
why her bi-ethrenf or youre, Sanchol any 
more than mine ? It is by the finefl tints, 
and moll infenfible gradations, that nature 
defcends from the faireti: face about St 
James's, to the footiell complexion in Africa : 
— at which tint of thefe is it, that the ties of 
blood are to oeafe ? and how many Ihades 
inuft we defcend lower ftill in the fcale, ere 
mercy is to vaniih with them I But 'tis no 
uncommon thing, my good Sancho, for one 
half of the world to ufe the other half of it 
like brutes, and then endeavour to make 
'em fo. — For my own part, 1 never look 
wejlward (when I am in a penfive mood at 
leaft) but I think of the burthens which our 
brothers and fillers are there carrying, and 
could I eafc their flioulders from one ounce 
of them, I declare I would fet out this hour 
upon a pilgrimage to Mecca for their fakes 
— which by the bye, Sancho, exceeds your 
walk of ten miles in about the fame propor- 
tion that a vilit of humanity Ihould one of 
mere form. — However, if you meant my 
Uncle Toby, more he is your debtor. — If I 
can weave the tale I have wrote into the 
■ work I am about — ^*tis at the fervice of the 
afHi^ed— and a much greater matter -, foi in 
ferious truth, it calls a fad fliade upon the 
■world, that fo great a part of it are, and have 
been fo long bound in chains of darknels, 
and in cbaii^^ of mifery ; and I cannot but 
both refpe<ft and felicitate you, that by fo 
much laudable (ilil^S^Q^ y^^ \\a.\G broke the 
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one — aud that by falling into the hands of. fo 
good and merciful a family, Providence has 
refcued you from the other. 

And fo, good-hearted Sancho, adieu ! and 
believe me I will not forget your letter. 

Yours, 

L. STERNE, 



LETTER LXXVlL 

TO MR. vr. 

Coxvould, December to, i'j66. 

Thanks, my dear W.^ 
for your letter. — I am juft preparing to come 
and greet you and many other friends in 
town — I have drained my ink-ftandifli to the 
bottom, and after I have publiflied, ihali 
fet my face, not towards Jerufalem, but to- 
wards the Alps — I find I muft once more fly 
from death whilft Ihave ftrength — I fhall 
go to Naples, and fee whether the air of 
that place will not fet this poor frame to 
lights — As to the projqd; of getting a bear to 
lead, I think I have enough to do to govern 
myielf — and however profitable it might be 
(according to your opinion), I am lure it 
would he unpleafurable — Few are the mi- 
nutes of life, and I do not think that I have 

any to throw away on any one being. 1 

ihall ^nd nine or ten months in Italy, and 

u4 call 
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. ■• ■ . • 

call upon my wife and daughter in France 
at my return — fo fliall be back by the King's 
biTth-day — what a prqjedi ! — and now, my 
dear friend, am I going to York, not for the 
fake of fociety — nor to walk by the fide of 
the muddy Oufe, but to recruit myfelf of 
the moft violent fpitting of blood that ever 
mortal man experienced ; becaufc I had ra- 
ther (in cafe 'tis ordained fo) die there, than 
in a poft-chaife on the road — If the amour 
of my uncle Toby do not pleafe you, I am 
miftakeu: — and fo with a droll ftory I will 
finifli this letter — A fenfible friend of mine, 
with whom, not long ago, I fpent fome hours 
in converfation, met an apothecary (an ac- 
quaintance of ours) — the latter afked him 
how he did ? why, ill, very ill — I have been 
with Sterne, who has 'gr\ en me fuch a dofe 
of Attic fait that I am in a fever — Attic failt, 
Sir, Attic fait! I have Glauber fait, I have 
Epfom fait, in my ihop, &c. — Oh ! I fup- 
pofe 'tis fome French fait — I wonder you 
would truft his report of the medicine, he 
cares not what he takes himfelf. — I fancy I 
fee you fmile— I long to be able t© be in 
London, and embrace my friends there — 
and fhall enjoy myfelf a week or ten; days 
at Paris with my friends, particularly the 
Baron d'Holbach, and the reli; of the joyous 
fet. — As to the females— no, I will not fay 
a word about them — only I hate borrowed 
charad:ers taken up (as a woman does her 
fhift) for the purpole (lie intends to eflfed;aate. 
Adieu, adieu — 1 am yours whilft • ■; 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 

t 
TO MR, PANCIIAUD, AT PARIS, 

DEAR P. London, February 13, 1767, 

I PAID yefterday (by Mr. 
Becket) a hundred guineas, or pounds, I 
forget which, to Mr. Selwin — But you mull 
remit to Mrs. Sterne at Marfeilles a hundred 
louis before (lie leaves that place, which will 
be in lefs than tliree weeks. Have you got 
the ninth volume of Shandy* ? — it is liked 
the bed of all here.— I am going to publifh 
a Sentittiental Journey through France and 
rtaly — the undertaking is prote6led and 
. highly encouraged by all our nobleffe — ^"tis 
fuDfcribed for, at a great rate — ^'twill be an 
original — in large quarto — the fubfcriptioa 
half a guinea — If you can procure me the 
honour of a few names of men of fcience, or 
fafhion, I (hall thank you— they will appear 
in good company, as all the nobility here 
almoft have honoured me with their names: 
— My kindeft remembrance to Mr. Foley — 
refpefts to Baron d'Holbach, and believe me 
ever evefr yours, ' 

L. STEENE- 

• '* Alludipg to the firft editioD. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

TO MISS STERNE. 

Old Bond-ftrfet, February a 5, 1767, 

And fo, my Lydia ! thy mo- 
ther and thyfelf are returning back again 
from Marfiiiles to the banks of the Sorgue — 
and there thou wilt fit and fifli for trouts — I 
envy you the fweet fituationi — Petrarch's 
tomb I (hould Uke to pay a fentimental vi- 

fit to the Fountain of Vauclufe, by thy 

defcription, mull be delightful— I am alfo 
much pleafed with the account you give 
me of the Abbe de Sade — ^you find great 
comfort in fuch a neighbour — I am glad he 
is fo good as to coh'cct thy tranflation of my 
Sermons — dear girl, go on, and make me 
a prefent of thy work — but why riot the 
Houfe of Mourning ? 'tis one of the befl;, 
I long to receive the life of Petrarch and( 
his Laura, by your Abbe ; but I am out of 
all patience with the anfwer the Marquis 
made the Abbe— 'twas truly coarfe, and I 
wonder he bore it with any chriflian patience 
— But to the fubjed; of yoiir letter— I do 
riot wiih to know who was the bufy fool, 
who riiade your mother uneafy about Mn. 

'tis true 1 have a fnendihip for her, 

but not to infatuation— 1 believe I 

3 
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judgment enough to difcern hers, and every 
woman's faults. I honour thy mother for her 
anfwer — " that flie wiflied not to be informed, 
and begged him to drop the fubje<9:/' — Why 
do you fay that your mother wants money ? 
— whilft I have a Ihilling, Ihall you not both 
have nine-pence out of it ?-^I think, if I have 
my enjoyments, I ought not to grudge you 
yours. — I fliall not begin my Sentimental 
Journey till I get to Cox would — I have laid 
a plan for fomething new, quite out of the 
beaten track. — I wilh I had you wiih me— 
and I would introduce you to one of the 
moft amiable and gentleft of beings, whom 

I have juft been with — not Mrs. , but a 

Mrs. J. the wife of as worthy a man as I ever 
met with — I efteem them both. He pof- 
fefles every manly virtue — honour and bra- 
very are his chara6leriftics, which have dif- 
tinguiihed him nobly in feveral inHances — ^I 
(hall make you better acquainted with his 
chara6ler^ by lending Orme's Hiftory, with 
the books you defired — and it is well worth 
your reading ; for Orme is an elegant writer, 
and a juft one ; he pays no man a compli- 
ment at the expence of truth. — Mrs. J 

13 kind, — and friendly— of a fentimental turn 
of mind — and fo fweet a difpofition, that (he 
is too good for the world flie lives in — Juft 
QodJ if all were like her, what a hfe would 
this be !— Heaven, my Lydia, for fome wife 
purpoie has created different beings — I wiih 
my dear child knew her — thou art worthy 
uf her fdmdfhiip^ and flie already loves thee ; 
^times teil Ker what I feel for thee. — 
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This is a long letter — write foon, and never 
let your letters be ftudied ones — write natu- 
rally, and then you will write well. — I hope 
your mother has got quite well of her ague — I 
have fent her fome of Huxham's tin6lure of 
the bark. — I will order you a guittar, fince 
the other is broke. Believe me, My Lydia, 
tliat I am yours affedionately,. 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER LXXX, 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARK, 
DEAR SIR, London, February 17, 1767. 

My daughter begs a pre- 
fent of me, and you muft know I can deny 
her nothing — It muft be ftrung with cat-gut, 
and of five chords— y/c Mama in Italiano la 
chit era di cinque corde — flie cannot get fuch a 
thing at Marfeilles — at Paris one may have 
every thing — Will you be fo good to my girl 
as to make her happy in this affair, by get- 
ting fome mufical body to buy one, and fend 
it to her at Avignon, diredled to Monfieur 
Tefte?— I wrote laft week to defire you 
would remit Mrs. S. a hundred louis— 'twill 
be all, except the guittar, I fliall owe you— 
fend me your account, and I will pay 'Mr, 
Selwin— dired; to me at Mr. Beckets — all 
kind refped;s to my friend Mr. F. and' 'your 
fitter. . •' .^-^" 




/M^Xl 
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LETTER LXXXL'V 

TO ELIZA. -j* 

Eliza will receive my 
books with this. The fermons came all hot 
from the heart : I wifli that I could give 
them any title to be offered to yours. — ^The 
others came from the head — I am more in- 
different about their reception. 

I know 

♦ This, and the nine following Letters, have no dates to them, but 
were evidently written in the months of March and April 1767. 
They are therefore here placed together. 

f The Editor of the firft publication of Mr. Sterne's Letters to 
Eliza, gives the follovnng account of this lady ; <* Mrs. Elizabeth 
** Draper, wife of Daniel Draper, Efq. counfellor at Bombay, and 
*• at prcfent [i. e.in 1775] chief of the faAory at Surat, a gentleman 
** very much rcfpefted in that quarter of the globe. — She is by birth 
** an Eaft Indian ; but the circumflance of being bom in the couu- 
** try not proving fufficienc to defend her delicate frame againfl the 
** heats ot that burning climate, (he came to England for the reco- 
" very of her health, when by accident (he became acquainted with 
^ Mr. Sterne. He inimediately difcovercd in her a mind fo congc- 
" nial with his .own, fo enlightened, fo refined, and fo tender, that 
** their mutual attra6^ion prefently joined them in the clofeft union 
*• that purity could poffibly admit of : he loved her as his friend, 
*' and prided in her as his pupil ; all her concerns became prefently 
" his ; her health, her circumftances, her reputation, her children, 
** were his ; his fortune, his time, his country, were at her difpofal, 
** fb far as tho (acrifice of all or any of thefe might in his opinion 
'< contribute to her real happinefs. If it is afl^ed, whether the 
** Rowing heat of Mr. Sterne's affedlion never tranfported him to 
** a flight beyond the limits of pure Platonifm, the publifher will 
*< not take upon him abfolutely to deny it ; but this he thinks, fo 
*• far. from leaving any ftain upon that gentleman's memory, that it 
** perhaps includes his fairefl encomium ; fince to cherifh the feeds 
■■■•''■• "of 
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I know not how it comes about, but I am 
half in love with you — I ought to be wholly 
fo ; for I never valued (or faw more good 
qualities to value) or thought more of one of 
your fex than of you ; fo adieu. 

Yours faithfully, 

if not affedlionately, 

L^ STERNE- 



LETTER LXXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I CANNOT reft, Eliza, though 
I Ihall call on you. at half paft twelve, 
till I know how you do — May thy dear face 
fmile, as thou rifeft, like the fun of this morn* 
ing. I was much grieved to hear of your 
alarming indifpofition yefterday; and dif* 



iff**' 



<< of piety and chaflity in a heart which the patfiions are intene&d 
** to corrupt} moil be allowed to be the nobleft cfRort of A find 
** fraught and fortified with the judeft fentimentt of rdigioa and 
"virtue." 

After reading thefe Letters, the curiofity of the public wifl be na- 
turally excited to inquire concerning the me of the .kd}F to tAeril 
they were addrefTcd. To this queftion it will be {ufiBokot to anftaert j \ 
that fhe has been dead fome ^ears ; and that it nught |^pail|tij^' 
many worthy perfons if the circunoAancet which attcodbd dw UMt' 
part of her life were difclofed> aft they are genccaHf fijd to kfein^i J 
icft/ed so credit cither on her prudence or difcictifui. i ^:- ' 

appcnnttd '. 

... , » . i.,^j 
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appointed too, at not being let in.- Remem- 
ber, my clear, that a friend has the fame right 
as a phylician. The etiquettes of this towa 
(youll fay) fay otherwife. — No matter ! Deli- 
cacy and propriety do not always confill in 
obferving their frigid do(9;rines. 

I am going out to breUkfaft, but fliall be 
at my lodgings by eleven ; when I hope to 
read a fingle line under thy own hand, that 
thou art better, and wilt be glad to lee 
thy Bramin. 

g o'clock. 



LETTER LXXXIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

I GOT thy letfer laft night, 
EUiza, on my return from lord Bathurft's, 
where I dined, and where I was heard (as I 
talked of thee an hour without intermiflion) 
with fo much pleafure and attention, that the 
good old Lord toalled your health three 
difierent times ; and now he is in his eighty- 
fifth year, fays he hopes to live long enough to 
be introduced as a friend to my fair Indiaa 
diiciple, and to fee her eclipfe all other oa- 
bobefles ^s moch in wealth, as fhe does al- 
le^T in exterior, and (what is far better) in 
interior merit. I hope fo too. This no* 
hlepi^n. is an old friend of ixtjne. — You 

know 
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know he was always the protedlor of men 
of wit and genius ; and has had thofe of the 
laft century, Addifon, Steele, Pope, Swift, 
Prior, &c. &c. always at his table. — The 
manner in which his notice began of me, wasf 
as Angular as it was polite. — He came up to 
me, one day, as I 'was at the princefs of 
Wales's court. " I want to know you, Mr. 
Sterne ; but it is fit you fliould know, alfo, 
who it is that wirties this pleafure. You 
have heard (continued he) of an old 
Lord Bathurft, of whom your Popes and 
Swifts have fung and fpoken fo much: 
I have lived my life with geniufes of that 
caft ; but have furvived them ; and de- 
fpairing ever to find their equals, it is fome 
years Imce I have clofed my accounts, and 
Ihut up my books, with thoughts of never 
opening them again ; but you have kindled 
a defire in me of opening them once more 
before I die ; which I now do ; fb go home 
and dine with me.'' — This nobleman, I iky, is 
a prodigy ; for at eighty-five he has atU the 
wit and promptnefs of a man of thirty. A 
difpofition to be pleafed, and a power to 
pleafe others beyond whatever . I knew : 
added to which, a man of learning, courtefy,! 
find feeling. h *': 

He heard me talk of thee, Eliza, "i^tk' 
uncommon fatisfadion ; — for there 'was .tth^tf 
third perfon, and of fenfibility, with lis.-^JAiWP 
a molt fentimental afternoon, tillriitle o^16^t{| 
h^ve we paffed \ But thoti, Eliza, Wert' w» 



LETTERS. 305 

ftar that condudled and cnlivenM the dif- 
courfe. — And when I talked not of thee, ftill 
didlt thou fill my mind, and warmed every 
thouglit I uttered, for I am not aih&med to 
acknowlediie 1 greatly niifs thee. Beft of all 
good girls ! the fuftferings 1 have fuftained 
the whole nierht on account of thine, Eliza, are 
beyond my power of words. — Aiiurediy does 
Heaven give Itrengtli proportioned to the 
weight he lavs upon us ! Thou hall been 
bowed down, my child, with every burden 
that ibnow of heart, and pain of body, could 
inflict upon a poor being ; and ilill thou 
telleft me, thou art beginning to get eafe ; — 
thy fever gone, thy ficknefs, the })ain in thy 
fide vaniihing alfo. — May every evil fo vanifli 
that thwarts Eliza s happinefs, or but awakens 
thy fears for a moment ! — Fear nothing, my 
dear ! — Hope every thing ; and the balm of 
this paflion will Ihed its influence on thy 
health, and make thee enjoy a fpring of youth 
and cheerfulnefs, more than thou haft hai'dly 
yet tafted. 

And fo thou haft fixed thy Bramin's por- 
tmit over thy writing-defli ; and wilt confult 

it in all doubts and diflSiculties. Grateful 

and good girl ! Yorick fmiles contentedly 
overall thoudoft; his pitlure does not dp 
juftice to his own complacency. 

Thy £\veet little plan and* diftributiofi of' 
thy time — ^how worthy of thee 1 Indeed, 
Eliza^ thou leaveft ipe oothing to diredt the^ 
in; thou leaveA'^.ilie' nothing to require^ nor 
IV. .^liLliM: 'X thins 




3o6 LETTERS. 

_ « 

tiling to afk — bxit a continuation of that cdn*» • 
diift which won my efteenr, and has made me 
thy friend for even 

May the rofcs come tiuick back to thy 
cheeks, and the rubies to thy hps ! Hut trull 
my declaration, Eliza, that thy hulband (if 
he is the good, feeling man I with him) will 
prefs thee to liim with more honed warmth 
and aftbd;ion, and kifs thy pale, poor dejeded 
face with more tranf))ort, than he would be 
able to do in tlie bell bloom of all tliy 
beauty ; and fo he ought, or I pity him. 
He niuil have flrangc feeling, if he knows 
not the value of fuch a creature as thou art ! 
"I am glad Mifs Light* goes with you. 
She may relieve you from many anxious mo- 
ments. — I am glad your lliip-niates are 
friendly beings. You could leall difpenfe 
with what is contrary to your own nature, 
which is foft and gentle, Eliza. — It would 
civilize favages. — 'J'liough pity were it thou 
(houldft be tainted with the office ! Ho\r 
canft thou make apologies for thy laft let- 
ter ? 'tis moil dehcious to me, for the very 
reafon you excufe it. Write to me, my child, 
only fuch. Let them fpeak the eafy careleff- 
Tiefe of a heart that opens itfelf, any how, 
and every how, to a man you ought ^ 
efteem and tnift. Such, Eliza, I write to 
thee, — and fo I Ihould ever live with thee, 

. * MiCi Light afterwards married George Stratton, Efq. l^te in 
the fervice of the £aft*Iiidia Company at Madras. She is fince 
*ad, 

' moft 



LETTERS. 397 

moft artleftly, moft afFediionately, if Provi- 
dence permitted thy reiidence in the fanie 
fedlion of the globe : — for I am, all that ho-.' 
nour and affection can make me, 

THY BRAMIN". 



LETTER LXXXIV. 



TO THE SAME* 



■ 

I WRITE this, Eliza, a^ 
Mr. James's, whilil he is drelling, and tha 
dear girl, his wife, is writing, befidc me, to 
thee. — I got your melancholy billet before 
we iat down to dinner. Tis melancholy in- 
deed, my deai\ to hear fo piteous an account 
of thy ficknefs ! Thou art encountered with 
evils enow, without that additional weight ! 
I fear it will link thy poor foul, and body 
with it, paft recovery — Heaven fupply thee 
with fortitude! We have talked of nothing 
b«t thee, Eliza, and of thy fweet virtues, and 
endearing condu6l, all the afternoon. Mrs. 
James, and thy Bramin have mixed their teai^s 
a hundred times, in fpeaking of thy hard- 
ihips, thy goodnefs, thy graces. — ^The ♦*»*'s, 
by heavens, are worthlefs! I have heard 
enough to tremble at the articulation of the 
name. — How could you, Eliza, leave them 
(or fuflfer them to leave you rather) with im- 

X 2 preffioni^ 
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prefliioris the 1eaft favourable ? I have told 
thee enough to plairt difguft agaiuft their 
trea<!hei*y to the**, to the lalt hour of thv 
life ! Yet ilill than tohlcft Mrs* James at 
lailv th^t thou believell they atfe6tioiiately 
love thee. — IJer delicacy to my Eliza, 
and true regard to her cafe of mind, have 
faved thee from hearing more glaring proofs 
of their bafcnefs — Vov God's fake write not to 
thcin ; nor foul thy fair character with fucli 
polluted hearts — Tncj/ love thee ! What 
proof? Is it their ac^tions that fay fo? or their 
zeal for thofe attachments, which do thee ho- 
nour, and make thee happy ? or their tender- 
•nefs for thy fame ? No — But they weepj and 
ftiy tender tffivgs. — =Adieu to all fuch for ever. 
Mi^; James's lionelt heart revolts againtt the 
idea of ever returnino; them one vilit. — I ho- 
iiour her, and J honour thee trr almoft everv 
a6t of thy life, but this blind partiality for an 
unworthy being. 

Forgive my zeal, dear girl, and allow me a 
right which ariies only out of that fund of 
atfedtion I have, and llmll ])rel'erve for thee to 
the hour of my death ! Retlecl, Eliza, what 
are my motives for perpetually advifmg 
thee ? think whether 1 can have any, but 
Avhat proceed from the caufe 1 havt^. men- 
tioned ! I think you are a very deferv- 
injy woman; and that you want nothing 
but nrmneis and a better opinion of your- 
felf, to \)e th^ beft female charadler I know. 
1 wifh I could infpire you with a fhare of 
that vanity your enemies lay to your charge 

(though 
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(though tp me it has never beenvifible) ; Ijte- 
caufe 1 think, in a vkjII turned nvud^,)t )yiir 
produpe good. cfFetil^. 

I probably Ihall never fee you more ; yet!. 
I flatter mylelf you'll fainetimes think of iiie, 
with pleaibre ; becaufe 3'ou muft bp C9n- 
vinced I love you^ . and io intereft myfelf Ju. 
your rectitude, that 1 had rather hear of gny 
evjll befaHing you, than your wq.nt of rever- 
ence for yourfclf. 1 liad not ppwqr to .ke,9p 
this remonftrance in my breaiL — It's now 
out ; fo adieu. Heaven watch over niy 
Ehza ! 

Thine, 

YORICK. 
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TO THE SAME, 

To. whom fliould Eliza ap- 
ply in her diftrefs, liut to her friend who 
loves her? why then, my dear, do you apo- 
logize for employing nie ? Yorick. would be 
olitended, and with reafon, if you ever fent 
commiiTions to another, which he could exe- 
cute- I have, been with Zumps ; and your 
piano-forte muft be tuned from the brafs 
i^iddle ftring of your guittar, which is C. 
•-T-I have got , you a hammer too, and a pair 
of plyer^ to twift your wire with ; and may 

X 3 every 
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^cry one 6f tbem, my dear, vibrate fweet 
comfort to my hopes ! I have bought you ten 
handfome brafs (crews to hang your bccef- 
iaries upon : I purchafed twelve ; but ftolc 
a couple from you to put up in my own cabin, 
at CoKwouId. — I ftiall never hang, or take 
m^y hat off one of them, but I fhall think of 
you. I have bought thee, moreover, a cou-, 
pie of iron fcrcws, which are more to be de- 
pended on than brals, for the globes. 

I have written, alio, to Mr. Abraham 
"Walker, jiilot at Deal, that 1 had difpatciied 
thefe in a packet, direftcd to his care; which 
X dcfired he would feek after, the moment tlic 
Deal machine arrived. I have, moreover, 
given him directions, what fort of an arui- 
chair you would want, and have dirct^tcd him 
to purchafe the bell that Deal could afForil, 
and take it, with the parcel, in the firft boat 
that went oft'. Would I could, Eliza, fo 
fupply all thy wants, and ail thy wiflies! It 
■would be a Itatc of happinefs to me. — Tlie 
journal is as it ihould be— all but its contents. 
Poor, dear, patient bein^ ! 1 do more than 
pity you ; for I think I lofe both firmneis and 
philosophy, as I figure, to myfelf your dif- 

'trefles. l)o not thmk I fnokelaft night with 
too much afperity of **** ; there was caaffi; 
and befidcs, a good heart ought not to ld**'a 
bad one; and, indeed, cannot.' But a<fieu 
to the ungrateful fubjeft, ■ ' -■".'u;- 

I have been this morning to fte Mrs. JanWs 
• — She loves thee tenderly, and unfeigncdiy. 
—She is alarmed for tlie^She fays Ihon 
^ look'dft 
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look'dft moil ill ami melancholy on going 
away. Slie pities thee. I fliall rifit' 
her every Sunday, while I am in town. 
As this may be my hiil letter, I earneftly 
bid thee farewell. — ilay the God of Kind- 
nofs be kind to thee, and approve him- 
fulf thy prftteftor, now then art defencelefs 1 
And, for thy daily eomfort, bear in thy mind 
this tnitb, that whatever meafurc of forrow 
and diftrefs is thy portion, it will be repaid 
tn thee in a full ineafure of happinefs, by ' 
the Being thou haft wifely cho(en for thy 
eternal friend. 

Farew(;Il, larcwell, Eliza ! whilft I Ijve, 
count upon me as the moll warm and difm- 
tereUed of earthly friends. 

VORICK. 
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TO THE SAWK. 

MY DEAREST SLUA, 

I BEGAN a new journal 
this morning; you" fliall fee it; for if I 
live not till your return to England, I will 
leave it you as a lea;acy. "I'is a forrowful 
page ; but I will write cheerful ones ; and 
could I write letters to thee, they fhould be 
cheerful ones too : but few, I fear will reach 
thee I However, depend upon receiving 
iomeibiDg of the kind by every poft'; tiU 
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then, thou waveft thy hand, and bid'ft me 
write no more. 

1 ell me how you are ; and what fort of 
fortitude Heaven infpires you with. How 
iare you accomodated, my dear ? Is all right ? 
Scribble away, any thing, and every thing, 
to me. Depend upon feeing rac at Deal, 
\vith the James's, lliould you be detained 
there by contrary winds. — Indeed, Eli^a, I 
fliould with pleafure fly to you, could I be 
the means of rendering you any fervice, or 
doing you kindnefs. Gracious and merciful 
God ! confider the anguifli of a poor girl.--^ 
StVfengthen and prefei've her in all the fliocks 
her ftarae muft be expofed to. She is now 
without a protector, but tl)ee ! Save her 
flt^tn all accidents of a dangerous element, 
and give her comfort at the lall. 

My prayer, Eliza, I hope is heard ; for 
the fky leems to fmile upon me as I look 
up to it, 1 am juft returned from our dear 
Mrs. James's, where I have been talking of 
thee for three hours. — She has got your pic- 
ture, and likes it: but Harriot and fome 
pthex judges agree that mine is the better, 
arid, expreffive of a fweeter character. But 
iyhat- IS that to the, original ? yet I acknow- 
ledge that hers is a 'pi(3:ure for the world, 
au(j mine is. calculated only to pleafe a very 
fmcere tl'icjad, or fentimental philofopher.— 
In the one, you are drefled in fmiles, and 
with all the advantages of filks, pearls, and 
fermine ;— in thip pther, fimple as a veftal— 

, appear- 
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appearing the good girl nature made you ;--4 
which, to me, conveys an idea of more iin^ 
afferted fweetnefs, than Mrs. Draper, ha-^ 
bited for conqueft, in a birth-day fait, with 
her countenance animated, and her dimples 
vifible. — If I remember right, Eliza, you 
endeavoured to colledl every charm of youf 
j)erfon into your face, with more than 
common care, the day you fat for Mrs. James 
-^Your colour, too, brightened ; and your 
eyes flione with more than ufual brilliancy. 
1 then requefted you to come fimple and 
unadorned when you fat for me — knowing 
(as I fee with unprejudiced eyes) that yotl 
could receive no addition from* the filk* 
worm's aid, or jeweller's polifli. Let me 
now tell you a truth, which, I believe, I 
have uttered before. — ^\Vhen I firft faw you^ 
I beheld you as an object of compaffion, and 
as a very plain woman. Tlie mode of youF 
drefs (though fafliionable) disfigured you.-^ 
But nothing now could render you fuch, but 
the being lolicitous to make yourfelf admired 
las a handfome one. — You are not handfome^ 
Bliza, nor is yours a face that will pleafe 
the tenth part of your beholdei-s,— but are 
fomething more ; for I fcruple not to tell you, 
I never law fo intelligent, fo animated, fo 
good a countenance ; nor was there (nor ever 
will be) that man of fenfe, tendernefs, and 
feelings in your company three hours, that 
was not (or will not be) your admirer, 
or friend, in confequence of it; that is, 
^f you affume, or aflfumed, no character^ 

foreign 
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foreign to your ow^n, but appeared the art* 
lefs being nature defigned you for. A foimv 
thing in your eyes, and voice, 30U poflefs 
in a degree more perfuafive than any wo*- 
man I ever faw, read, or heard of. But it is 
that bewitching fort of namelefs excellence, 
that men of nice fenlibihty alone can be 
touched with. 

Were your huiliand in England, I would 
free]3' give him live hundred pounds (if mo- 
ney could purchafe the acquifition), to let 
you only fit by me two houi*s in a day, while 
I wrote my Sentimental Journey. I am fure 
the work would fell fo much the better for it, 
that r lliould be reimburfed the funi more 
than feven times told. — 1 would not give nine 
pence for the picture of you the Newnhams 
have got executed — It is the refemblance of 
a conceited, madc*up coquette. Your eyes, 
and the fliape of your face (the latter the 
moil perfc(ft oval 1 ever faw), which are per- 
'fed;ions that muft ftrike the moft indifferent 
^udge, becaufe they are equal to any of 
God's works in a fmiilar wa^', and finer than 
iany I beheld in all my travels, are mani- 
felily injured by the affedled leer of the one, 
and llmnge appearance of the other ; owing 
to the attitude of the head, which is a 
proof of the artift's, or your friend's, 
falfe taite. The **^^**s, who verity the cha- 
racter 1 once gave of teaming, or flicking 
like pitchy or birdlime, lent a card th£it tfo^J 
would wait on Mrs. ♦**♦ on Fridq|r--^. 
She fent bac^k, flie was engaged^ 
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meet at Ranelagli to-night. — She anf\rcred 
die did not go, — -She fays, if flie allows the 
leaft footing, (lie never ihall get rid of the 
aquaintance ; which flie is refolved to drop at 
once. She knows them. She knows they are 
not hcrfriends,nor yours; and the fii'ft ufethej 
would make of being with her, would be to 
facrifice you to her (if they could) a fecond 
time. Let her riot then ; let her not, my 
dear, be a greater friend to thee, than 
thou art to thyfelf. She begs I will re- 
iterate my requjeft to you, that you will 
not write to them. It will give het, 
and thy Braujin^ inexpreinble [)ain. Up 
airured, all this is not without reafon on 
her fide. I have rav rcafons too, the- 
firfl; of which is, that I fliould grieve 
to excefs, if Eliza wanted that fortitude 
her Yorick has built fo high upon* I laid 
I, never more would mention tlje name to 
thee; and had I not received it, as a 
kind of charge, from a dear woman that 
loves you, 1 ihould not have broke xxx-^ 
word. I will write again to-morrow to 
thee, thou beft and moft endearing of 
girls ! A peaceful night to thee. My fpi- 
rit will be with thee through every Avatcli 
of it. 

Adieu. 
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TO THE SAME. 

I THINK you coald lad 
no otherwife than you did with the young 
foldier. There was no fliutting the door 
againft him, either in politeriefs or humanity. 
Thou telleft me he feems fufceptible of ten- 
der impreflions : and that before Mifs Light 
lias failed a fortnight, he will be in love 
with her. — Now i think it a thoufand times 
morb likely that he attaches himfelf to 
thee, Ehza; becaufe thou art a thou- 
fand times more amiable. Five months 
wi^h Eliisa ; and in the fame room ; and an 
amorous foA of Mars befiides ! — '* It can no 
/>€, majfer/' The fun, if he could avoid it, 
would not fliine ilpon a dutighill ; but his 
rays are fo pure, Eliza, and celeftial,-:-! never 
heard that they were polluted by it.— Juft 
llich win* thine be; deareft child, in this, and 
every fuch fituation you will be expofed to, 
till tikm art fixed for life.-— But thy dif- 
cretion, thy wifdom, thy honour, the fpirit 
of thy Yorick, and thy own fpirit, which 
is equal to it, will be thy ableft coun- 
fellors. 

2 Surely, 
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Surely, by this time, fomething is doing 
for thy accommodation. — But why may not 
clean wafliing ajid rubbing do, inftead of 
painting your cabin, as it is to be hung ? 
Paint is fo pernicious, both to your nerves and 
lungs, and will keep you fo much longer too 
out of your apartment ; where, I hope, you 
will pafs fome of your happieft hours.— 

I fear the beft of your Ihipmates are only 
genteel by comparifon with the contrafted 
crew, with which thou mull behold them. 
So was — you know who ! — from the fame 
fallacy that was put upon the judgment, 
when-T-but I will not mortify you. If they 
are decent, and diftant, it is enough ; and as 
much as is to be exped:ed. If any of them 
are more, I rejoice;'— thou wilt want every aid ; 
and 'tis thy due to have them. Be cautious 
only, my dear, of intimacies. Good hearts 
are open and fall naturally into them. Hea- 
ven infpirc thine wit,b fortitude, in this, and 
every deadly trial. Beft pf GocUs works^ 
farewell ! Love me, I befeechitheq ; and ire- 
member me for ever 1 

lam, my Eliza, and. will ever be,- in the 
moft comprehenfive fenfe^ 

Thy friend, 

YORICK. 

P. S. Probably you will have an oppor- 
tunity of writing to me by fome Dutch- or 
French fliip, or from the Cape de Verd 
Iflands — It will reacli me fomehow. " 
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MT DEAR ELIZA ! 

Oh ! I grieve for your 
cabin. — And the frefh painting will be 
enough to deftroy every nerve abont thee. 
Nothing lb yiernicious as white lead. Take 
careof yourfelf, dear girl ; and fleep not in it 
too foon. It will be enough to give you a 
ftroke of an epilepfy. I hope you will have 
left the fliip ; and that my letters may meet, 
and greet you, as you get out of your poll* 
chaile, at Deal. When you have got them 
all, put them, my dear, into fome order.— 
Tlie fii-ft eight or nine are numbered : but I 
wrote the reft without that direction to thee ; 
btit thou will find them out, by the day or 
hour, which, I hope, 1 have generally prefix- 
ed to them. When they are got together, in 
chronological order, few them together under 
a cover. I truft they will be a perpetual 
refuge to thee, from time to time ; and that 
thou wilt (when weary of fools and unintereft- 
ing difcourfe) retire, and converfe an hour 
witJi them and me. 

I have not had power, or the heart, to aim 
at enlivening any one of them, with a lingle 
ftroke of wit or humour ; but they contain 
fomething better; and what you will feel 

more 



more fuited to your fituation — a long detail 
of much advice, truth, and knowledge. I 
hope, too, you will [>erceive loofe, touches of 
an honed heart in every one of them; which 
fpeaks more than the moft ftudied periods ; 
and will give thee more ground of truft and 
reliance upon Yorick, than all that laboured 
eloquence could fupply. Lean then thy 
whole weight, Eliza, upon them and upon 
me* ** May poverty, diflrefs, anguifli, and 
Ihame, be my portion, if everl give thee rca- 
fon to repent the knowledge of me!'' — With 
this affeveration, made in the prefence of a 
juft God, 1 pray to him, that fo it may 
fpeed with me, as I deal candidly and ho-r . 
nourably with thee! I would not miilead ^ 
thee, Eliza; I would not injure thee, in the 
opinion of a fmgle individual, for the richelt 
crown the proudelt monarch w6ars. 

Remember, that while I have life and 
power, whatever is mine, you may ftyle, and 
think, yours. — Though forry fhould I be, if.: 
ever my friendfliip was put to the tell tlms, 
for your own delicacy's fake. — Money and 
counters are of equal ufe in ray opinion ; 
they both ferve to fet up with. 

I hope you will anfwer me this letter; but 
if thou are debarred by the elements, which 
hurry thee away, I will write one for thee^; 
and knowing it is fuch a one as^.^thpu 
would'ft have written, 1 will regard it, as ni^y 
Eliza's. 

Honour, and happinefs, and health, and 
xromforts of every kind, fail along with thpe^ 

thou 
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thou moll worthy of girls ! I will live fof 
thee, and my Lydia — be rich for the dear 
children of my heart — gain wifdom, gain 
fame, and happinefs, to (hare with them — 
Avith thee — and her, in my old age. — Once 
for all^ adieu. — Preferve thy life; fteadily 
purfue the ends we proposed ; and let Dto* 
thing rob thee of thofe powers Heaven has 
given thee for thy well-being. 

What can I add more, in the agitation of 
mind I am in, and within five minutes of 
the laft pofiman's bell, but n commend thee 
to Heaven, and recommend mvfelf to Hea- 
ven with thee, in the lame fervent ejacula* 
tion, " that we may be happy, and meet 
again; if not in this world, in the next/'r— 
Adieu, — I am thine, Eliza, affedtionately, and 
everlaftingly. 

YOB,ICK, 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

TO THE. SAME. 

' I WISH to God, Eliza^ it 

was poffible to poftpotie the voyage to In- 
dia ibr another year. — For I am firmly per- 
fuaded within my 6wn heart, that thy huf- 
band could never limit thee with regard to 

time. 

• I fear that Mr. B has exaggerated mat- 
tery. — I like not his countenance. • It is ab- 

• - " folutely 
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fplutely killing. — Should evil befal thee, 
what will he not have to anfwer for? I 
know not the being that will be deferving of 
fp much pity, or that I fhall hate more, 
jfle will be an outcail alien — In which cafe 
I will be a father to thy children, mj good 
girl !^ — therefore take no thought about 
them. — 

; But, Eliza, if thou art fo very ill, ftill put 
ofl' all thoughts of returning to India this 
year. — Write to your hufband — tell him the 
truth of your cafe. — If he is the generous, 
humane man you difcribe him to be, he 
cannot but applaud your conduct:. — I am 
credibly informed, that his repugnance to your 
living in England arifes only from the dread, 
which has entered his brain, that thou 
mayeft run him in debt, beyond thy ap- 
pointments, and that he muft difcharge them 
— that fuch a creature fliould be facrificed 
for the paltry confideration of a few hun- 
dreds, is too, too hard ! O ! my child ! 
that I could, with propriety, indemnify him 
for every charge, even to the laft mite, that 
thou haft been of to him ! AVith joy would I 
give him my whole fubfiftence — nay, fequef- 
ter my livings, and truft the treafures Heaven 
has furniftied my head with, for a future fub- 
fiftence. — 

You owe much, I allow, to your hufband, 
— ^you owe fomething to appearances, and 
the opinion of the world ; but truft me, my 
dear, you owe nmch likewife to yourfelf. — 
Return, therefore, from Deal, if you continue 

VOL. IV. Y ill. 
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ill.— I will prefcribe for you, gratis.- — ^You 
are not the firft woman, by many, I have 
done fo for, with fuccefs. I will fend for mv 
wife and daughter, and they iliall carry you 
in purfuit of health, to Montpelier, the wells 
of Banfois, the Spa, or whither thou Avilt 
Thou flialt diredl them, and make parties of 
pleafure in what corner of the world fancy 
points out to thee. We (hall filli upon 
the banks of Arno, and lofe ourfeh es in the 
fweet labyrinths of its vallies. — And then thou 
Ihould'ft warble to us, as I have once or twice 
heard thee, — " I'm loft, Tm loft" — but we 
fhould find thee again, my Eliza. — Of a fimi- 
lar nature to tliis, was your phyfician's pre- 
fcription : " Ufe gentle exercife, the pure 
fouthern air of France, or milder Naples 
— with the fociety of friendly, gentle beings." 
Senfible man ! lie certainly entered into 
your feelings. He knew the fallacy of me- 
dicine to a creature, whofe ii^lness has 

ARISEN FKOM THE AFFLICTION OF HEU 

MIND. Time onl}^ my dear, I fear j^ou muft 
truil to, and have your reliance on ; may it 
give you the health fo enthufiafiic a votary 
to the charming goddefs deferves! 

I honour you, Eliza, for keeping fecret 
fome things, which, if explained, had been a 
panegjTic on youriblf. There is a dignity in 
venerable affli6iiou which will not allow it to 
appeal to the world for pity or redrefs. 
Well have you fupported that charadler, my 
amiable, philofophic friend ! And, indeed, 
I begin to think you have as many virtues 

as 
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Us my uncle Toby's Avidow.— I don't mean 
to iniinuate, huffey, that my opinion is no 
better founded than his was of Mrs. Wad-^ 
man ; nor do I conceive it pb(Ilble for any 
Trim to convince me it is equally fallacioiiSA 
— ^I am fure, while I hai^e my reafdn, it is 
not. — ^l^alking of widows — pray, Eliza, if 
ever you are fuch, do not think of givihj 
yourfelf to fome wealthy nabob — becaufe 
defign to marry you myfelf. — My wife can-* 
not live long — (he has fold all the provinces in 
France already— and I know not the womAn 
I iliould like fo well for her fubftitute as 
yourfelf.—- Ti8 true, I am ninety^five in con-* 
flitution, and you but twenty-five-^rathei* 
too great a difparity this !— but what I want 
in youth, I will make up in wit and good-^ 
humour. — Not Swift fo loved his Stella^ 
Scarron his Main tenon, or Waller his Sacha-^ 
rifla, as I will love and fing thee, my wife 
ele^t ! All thofe names, eminent as they 
were, ihall give place to thine, Eliza^ Tell 
tne in anfwer to this, that you approve and 
honour the propofal, and that you would 
(like the Spectator's miftrefs) have more joy 
in putting on an old man's flipper, than affo- 
ciating with the gay, the voluptuous, and the 
young;. — Adieu, my Simplicia ! 

Yours, 

TRISTHAM. 
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LETTER Xa 



TO THE SAME* 



MT DEAR ELIZAj 

1 UAVE been within the 
verge of the gates of death. — I was iH the 
laft time I wrote to yon, and apprehenfive of 
what would be the confequence. — My fears 
were but too well founded ; for, in ten mi- 
nutes after I difpatched my letter, this poor, 
fine-fpun frame of Yorick's gave way, and I 
broke a veffel in my breaft, and could not 
ilop the lofs of blood till four this morning, 
I have filled all thy India handkerchiefs %vith 
it.— It came, I think, from my heart ! I 
tell afleep through weaknefs. At fix I 
awoke, with the bofom of my fliirt fteeped 
in> teare, I dreamt I was fitting, under the 
canopy of Indolence, and that thou cameft 
into the room with a (haul in thy hand, 
and told me, my fpirit had flown to thee in 
the Downs, with tidings of my fate; and 
that you were come to adminifter ivhat con- 
folation filial affe<?lion could beflow, and to 
receive my parting breath and bleffing.— 
With that yon folded the fliaul about my 
waift, and, kneeling, fupplicated my atten- 
tion. I awoke ; but in what a frame ! Oh ! 
my God ! " But thou wilt number my tears 
and put them all into thy bottle.'^ — Pear giril 

I fee 
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I fee thee, — thou art for ever prefent to my 
fancy, — embracing my feeble knees, and 
raifing thy fine eyes to bid me be of comfort : 
and when I talk to Lydia, the words of Efaii, 
as uttered by thee, perpetually ring in my 
ears — " Blefs me even alfo, my father!'' 
— Blefling attend thee, thou child of my 
heart ! 

My bleeding is quite ftopped, and I feel 
the principle of life ftrong within me ; fo be 
not alarmed, Eliza — I know I (hall do well. 
I have eat my breakfaft with hunger ; and I 
write to thee with a pleafure arifing from 
that prophetic impreHion in my imagination, 
that " all will terminate to our heart's con- 
tent/' Comfort thyfelf eternally with this 
perfuafion, " that the beft of Beings (as thou 
haft fweetly expreffed it) could not, by a com- 
bination of accidents, produce fuch a chain 
of events, merely to be the fource of mifery to 
the leading perfon engaged in them/' The 
obfervation was very applicable, very good, 
and very elegantly expreffed. I wifli my 
itnemory did juftice to the wording of it. — 
Who ^ught you the art of writing fo fweetly, 
Eliza ? — -You have abfolutely exalted it to a 
fcience. — When I am in want of ready cafh, 
and ill health will not permit my genius to 
exert itfelf, I ftifill print your letters, as 
finiihed effays, *^ by an unfortunate Indian 
lady/^ The ftyle is new ; and would almoft 
be a fufficient recommendation for their fell- 
ing well, without merit — but their fenfe, na- 
tural f dfey an4 fpirit, is not to be equalled, I 

y ai t>elievct 
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believe, in this lection of tlie globe ; nor, J 
will anfwer for it, by any of your countryr 
women in youi-s.^ — I have ihewn your letter 
to Mrs. B-T-, and tp half the literati in town. 
You ftiall not be angry with me for il, be-r 
caufe I meant to do you honour by it. — You 
caniiot imagine how many admirers your 
epiftolary produd;ions have gained you, that 
never viewed your external merits, I only 
wonder where thou couldft acquire thy 
graces, thy goodnefs, thy aecompUdiments— 
lb connet^led ! fo educated ! Nature has 
furely ftudied tp niako thee her pecuhar 
£arc — for thou art (and not ip my eyes 
alone) th^ beft and fairett of all her works, — 
And fo this is the laft letter thou art to rer 
ceive from me ; becaufe the Barl of Chat- 
ham * (I read in the papers) is got to the 
Downs ; and the wind, I find, is flair- If Ut 
— bleffed woman I take my laft, laft fare- 
well ! — Ghcrifli the remembrance of me; 
think how I pfteein, nay how affeftionately I 
love thee, and what a price I fet upon thee I 
Adieu, adieu ! and with my a4ieu-:-let me 
.give thee one ftraight rule of conduct, that 
thou haft heard from my lips ip 4 thopfand 
forms — but I cpqqentre it ip one word— 

JIEVERENCB TBTSELP. 

Adieu, once more, BUija ! May no angufifc 
of heart plant a wrinkle upon thy lace, (ill I 

* By the Newffapws of the tiroea it appears (hat ihe Sari ef 
CEmivn Eaft^Induunvi Med fiom Deal] April 3, fjGj, 
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behold it again ! May no doubt or mifgivings 
dillurb the ferenity of thy mind, or aivaken 
a painful thought about thy children— foe 
they are Yorick s, — and Yorick is thy fneud 
for ever ! — Adieu, adieu, adieu I 

P. S. Remember, that Hope ftiortens all 
journies, by fweetening them— fo fmg my 
little ilanza on the fubjed, with the devotion 
of an hymn, every morning when thou arifeft, 
and thou wilt eat thy breakfaft with more 
comfort for it. 

Bleflings, reft, and Hygeia go with thee ! 
May'ft thou foon return, in peace and af- 
fluence, to illume my night ! 1 am, and fliall 
be, the laft to deplore thy lofs, and will 
be the fii-ft to congratulate and hail thy 
^tuni, — 

PARE THEE W^hU 



LETTER XCI. 

TO UISS STERNA. 

BondrllVcct, April g.'i;(7; 

' This letter, my dear Ly- 
dia, will diftrefs thy good heart, for from the 
beginning thuu wilt perceive no entertain- 
ing Itrokes of humour in it— I cannot be 
cheerful whenathoufaud melancholy idea* fur- 
round me— J have met with a lofs of near fifty 
^^^ X 4 pounds^ 
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pounds, which I was taken in for in ari 
extraorcUnary manner — but what is that lofs 
in compariron of one I may experience ? — 
rrienddiip is the bahn and cordial of life, 
and without it, 'tis a iieavy load not worth 
fuftaining. — I am unhappy — .thy mother and 
thyfelf at a diftance from me, and what can 
compenfate for fuch a deftitution ?— For 
God's fake, perfuade her to come and fix ia 
England, for life is too Ihort to wafte in fe- 
paration — and whilil {ho lives. in one coun- 
try, and I in another, many people will fup- 
pofe it proceeds from choice — befides I want 
thee near me, thou child and ihuling of my 
he^xrt ! — I am in a melancholy mood, and 
my Lydia's eyes will fmart with weeping, 
when I tell her the caufe that now aftedls me. 
— I am apprehenfive the dear friend I men- 
tioned in my lall letter is going into a decline 
— I was with heir two days ago, and 1 never 
beheld a being fo altered — rflie has a tender 
frame, and looks like a drooping lily, for the 
rofes are fled from her cheeks — I can never 
fee or talk to this incomparable woman with- 
out buiiting into tears— I have a thoufand 
obligations to her, and I owe her more than 
her whole fex, if not all the world put together 
' — She has a delicacy in her way of thinking 
that few polfefs— ouf 'converfations are of 
the rrioft ftitereftrn^ nature, aiidflie talks to 
liX€5 of quitting this world 'with more compo- 
fbre thaii bthgfs thinkbf livJiig^in it:^Ihi^ 
wrqti! -^ epitsiph; of • which 'If, ^*^d ' *^(dBf * -i 
-capy;-=^TiTexpreflate 6f Hea^ tfoftBft'Wi^ai**^^ 
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but may Heaven reftore her ! and may fhe 
live to write mine ! 

Columns and laboured urns but vainly (hew 
An idle fcene of decorated woe. 
The fweet companion, and the friend fincerc, 
Need no mechanic help to force the tear. 
In heart*felt numbers, never meant to fhine, 
'Twill flow eternal o'er a hearfe like thine : 
'Twill flow whilft gentle goodnefs has one friend, 
Or kindred tempers have a tear to lend. 

Say all that is kind of me to thy mother, 
and believe me, my Lydia, that I love thee 
moft truly,— So adieu — I am what I ever was, 
and hope ever fliall be. 

Thy afFeftionate Father, 

L. S. 

As to Mr. , by your defcription he is 

a fat fool. I beg you will not give up your 
time to fuch a being — Send me forae batons 
pour les de///5— there are none good here. 



LETTER XCIL 

TO LADY P. 

Mount Coffee-houfe, Tuefday, 3 o'clock. 

There is a ftrange mecha-^ 
nical efFe6l produced in writing a billet- 
doux within a ftone-caft pf the lady who en- 
grofleff the heart and foul of an inamorato — 

6 for 



4. 
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for this caufe (but moftly becaufe I am to 
dine in this neighbourhood) have I, Triftram 
Shandy, come forth from my lodgings to a cof- 
fee-houfe the neareft 1 could find to my dear 

Lady 's houfe, and Jiave called for a 

ilieet of gilt paper to try the truth of this 
article of my creed — Now for it— 

O my dear lady, what a difhclout of afoul 
liaft thou made of me ! — I think, by the bye, 
this is a little too familiar an introduction for 
fo unfamiliar a lituation as I ftand in with 
you — where, Heaven knows, I am kept at a 
diflance — and defpair of getting one inch 
nearer you, with all the fteps and windings I 
can think of to recommend myfelf to you— 
Woidd not any man in his fenles run diame- 
trically from you — and as far as his legs would 
carry him, rather than thus caufelefsly, fool- 
iflily, and fool-hardily expofe himfclf afrefli 
• — and afrelh, where his heart and his reafon 
tells him he ihall be fure to come off lofer, 
if not totally undone ? — Why would you tell 
me you would be glad to fee me ? — Does it 
give you pleafure to make me more unhappy 
—or does it add to your triumph, that your 
eyes and lips have turned a jnan ipto a fool, 
Avhom the reft of the town is courting as a 
wit ?^ — I am a fool — th^ weakeft, the moft 
ductile, the moft tender fool that ever wo- 
man tried the weaknefe of — and the moft un- 
fettled in my purpofe« and refolutions of re- 
covering my right piind.— It is but an hour 
ago that I kneeled dowp and fwore I never 
would come near ypu — an^ after faying ipy 

Lorcl's 
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Lord's Prayer for the fake of the clofe, of not 
heing led into temptation — out I fallied like 
any chriftian hero, ready to take the field 
againil the world, the flelh, and the devil ; not 
doubting but I fliould Anally trample them all 
down under my feet — and now am I got fo 
near you — within this vile ftone's caft of your 
houfe — I feel myfelf drawn into a vortex, 
that has turned my brain uj)fide downwards, 
and though I had purchafed a box ticket to 
cairy me to Mifs '^ * * * ^ * '^^s benefit, yet I 
know very well, that was a fingle line directed 

to me to let me know Lady would 

be alone at feven, and futfer me to fpend the 
evening with her, ilie would infallibly fee 
every thing verified I have told her. — 1 dine 

at Mr- C r's in Wigmore-ftreet, in this 

neighbourhood, where I fhall ftay till feven, 
in hopes you purpofe to put me to this proof. 
If I hear nothing by that time, I fhall con- 
clude you are better difpofed of — ^and fliall 
take a forry hack, and forrily jog on to the 
play — Curfe on the world. I know nothing 
but forrow — except this one thing, that I love 
you (perhaps fooliflily, but) 

moft fincerely. 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER XCIII. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

OldBoud Sueet, April 21, 1767, 

I AM fincerely affe6led, inj 

dear Mr. and Mrs. J- , by your friendly 

enquiry, and the intereft you are fo good to 
take in my health. God knows I am not 
able to give a good account of myfelf, having 
pafled a bad night in much feverifli agita- 
tion. — My phyfician ordered me to bed, and 
to keep therein till fome favourable change — 
— I fell ill the moment 1 got to my lodgings 
— he fays it is owing to my taking James's 
Powder, and venturing out on fo cold a day as 
Sunday — but he is miftaken, for I am certain 
whatever bears the name muft have efficacv 
with me — I ivas bled yefterday, and again to- 
day, and have been almoft dead ; but this 
friendly enquiry from Gerrard-ftreet has 
poured balm into what blood I have left — I 
hope flill, and (next to the fenfe of what I 
owe my friends) it (hall be the laft pleafurable 
fenfation I will part with — if I continue 
mending, it will yet be fome time before I 
fliall have ftrength enough to get out in a 
carriage — my firft vifit will be a vifit of true 
gratitude -1 leave my kind friends to guefe 

where 
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where — a thoufand bleffings go along with 
this, and may Heaven preferve yoa both— » 
Adieu, my dear Sir, and dear lady. 

I am your ever obliged 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER XCIV. 

TO IGNATIUS 9ANCH0. 

Bond-ftreet, Saturday [April 25, 1767]. 

I WAS very forry, my good 
Sancho, that I was not at home to return my 
compliments by you for the great courtefy of 
the Duke of M — g — 's family to me, in ho- 
nouring my lift of fubfciibers with their 
names — for which I bear them all thanks. — 
But you have fomething to add, Sancho, to 
what I owe your good-will alfo on this ac- 
count, and that is, to fend me the fubfcrip- 
tion money, which I find a neceffity of dun- 
ning my beft friends for before I leave town 
— to avoid the perplexities of both keeping 

gecuniary accounts (for which I have very 
ender talents), and collecting them (for 
which I have neither ftrength of body or 
mind) ; and fo, good Sancho, dun the JDuke 
of M. the Duchefs of M. and Lord M. for 
their fubfcriptions, and lay the fin, and money 
Hfith it too, at my door — I wifli fo good a 
^louly eyery bleffing they merit, along with 
J ; • w my 
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my humbleft compliments. You,liiiow, Saft- 
cho, that I am your friend and well-wiflier, 

L. STERNE. 

P. S. I leave town on Friday morning— 
and fhould on Thurfday, but that 1 ftay ta 
dine with Lord and Lady S 



LETTER XCV. 

TO TIIE EARL OF S . 

MT LOKD, OH Bond-ftreei, May r, I7*7- 

I WAS yefterday taking 
leave of all the town, with an intention of 
leaving it this day, but I am detained by 

the kindnefs of Ijord and Lady S , who 

have made a party to dine and fup on my 
account — I am impatient to fet out for my 
iblitude, for there the mind gains ilrengUi, 
and learns to lean upon heri'elf — In the world 
it feeks or accepts of a few treacherous fup-"' 
ports — the feigned compaflion of one — the 
flattery of a fecond — tlie civilities of a third 
— the friendi1)ip of a fourth — they all deceive^ 
and bring the mind back to where mine 
is retreating, to retirement, refleftion, and 
books. My departure is fixed for to-morrow 
morning, but I could not think of quitting a 
place where I have received inch nnniberiefs 
and unmerited civilities from your lordAiipt 
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without returning my mod grateful thanks, 
as well as my hearty acknowledgments for 
your friendly enquiry from Bath. Illnefs, 
my Lord, has occafioned my filence — Death 
knocked at my door, but 1 would not admit 
him — the call was both unexpeifted and un- 
pleafant — and I am ferioufly worn down to a 
Ihadow — and.ftill vory weak ; but weak as I 
am, I liave as whimlical aftory to tell you as 
ever betel one of my family — Shandy's nofe, 
his name, his falh-window are fools to it— it 
will ferve at leaft to amufe you — The injury 
I did myfelf lafl- month, in catching cold 
upon James's powder — fell, you mull know, 
upon the woiit part it could—- the moft 
painful, and molt dangerous of any in 
the human body. It was on this crifis I called 
in an able furgeon, and with him an able 
phyfician (both my friends), to infped; my 
difailer — ^"Tis a venereal cafe, cried my two 
fcientific friends — Tis impolfible, however, 
to be that, replied I — for I have had no com- 
merce whatever with the fex, not even with 
my wife, added I, thefc fifteen years. — You 
are, however, my good friend, faid the fur- 
geon, or there is no fuch cafe in the world— 
What the devil, faid I, Avithout knowing wo- 
man ? — We will not reafon about it, faid the 
phyfician, but you nmft undergo a courfe of 
mercury — I will lofe my life firft, faid I — and 
trail to nature, to time, or at the worft to 
death—So I put an end, with fome indigna- 
tion» to the conference — and determined to 
1^1 the torments I underwent, and ten 

times 
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times more, .rather than fubmit to be treated 
like ajinnert in a point where I had sl&cA 
hke a faint. — Noav as the father of mif- 
chief would hai'c it, who has no pleafure like 
that of diilionouring the righteous, it fo feB 
out that from the momeut I difmiffed mjr 
doiSovs, my pains began to rage with a vio- 
lence not to be cxpreffed, or fuppoited. 
Every hour became more intolerable. — I was 
got to bed, cried out, and raved the whole 
iiight, and was got up fo near dead, that my 
friends infified upon my fending again for my 
phyfician and furgeon. I told them upon 
the word of a man of honour they were both 
miflaken, as to my cafe — but though*they bad 
reafoned wrong, they might adl right ; but 
that (harp as my fufi'erings were, I felt them 
not fo (harp as the imputation which a vene- 
Teeal treatment of my cafe laid me under— 
They anfwered, that thefe taints of the blood 
laid dormant twenty years ; but tbey would 
not reafon with me in a jwint wherein I was 
fo delicate, but would do all the office for 
which they were called in, namely, to put aa 
end to my torment, which otherwife would 
put an end to me — and fo I have been com- 

Selled to fun-ender myfelf — and thus, my dear 
.ord, has your poor friend, with all his feq-i 
fibilities been iuffering the chailifement o^ 
the groffeft fenfnalift. — Was it not as ridi^ jj 
culous an embarraiTment as ever .Yorick.'* 
fpirit was involved in ? — Nothing but thj 
purefi confcienee of innocence could haw 
tempted me to write this ftory to my witia 
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which by the bye would make no bad anec- 
dote in Triftram Shandy's Life.— I have men* 

tioned it in my journal to Mrs. . In 

fome refpecfts there is no difference between 
my wife and herfelf — when they fare alike, 
neither can reafonably complain — I have juft 
received letters from France, with fome hints 
that Mrs. Sterne and my Lydia are coming 
to England, to pay me a vifit — if your time 
is not better employed, Yorick flatters him- 
felf he fliall receive a letter from your lord- 
ftiip, en attendant. I am with great regard. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's 

Moil faithful humble fervant, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER XCVL 



TO J. D N, ESQ. 

Old Bond-ftreet, Friday morning. 

I WAS going, my dear 
D — n, to bed before I received your kind 
enquiry, and now my chaife Hands at my 
door to take and convey this poor body to 
its legal fettlement. — I am ill, very ill, — I 
languiih moll affecftingly — I am fick both 
VOL. IV. z foul 
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foul and body — it is a cordial to me to hear 
it is differejit with you — no man interefts 
himfclf inure in your happinefs, and I am 
glad you are in fo fair a road to it — enjoy 
it long, my D. whilft I — no matter what 
—but my feelings are too nice for the world 
I live in — things will mend. — I dined yefter- 
day with Lord and Lady S — ; we talked 
much of you, and your goings on, for every 
one knows why Sunbury Hill is fo pleafant 
a fituation !— You rogue ! you have iock'd 
up my boots — and 1 go bootlefs home — 
and I fear I fliall go bootlefs all my life — 
Adieu, gentlcft and bell of fouls — adieu. 
I am yours moft affcdlionately, 

L. STERNB. 



LETTER XCVIL 



HT DEAR COUSIN, Newark, Monday, len o'clock in ihenMm. 

I HAVE got conveyed 
thus far like a bale of cadaverous goods 
configned to Pluto and company — lying in 
(he bottom of my chaife moll of tl»e rdute, 
upon a large pillow which I had l' 
ance to purchafe before I fet out — I am i 
out — but prefs on to Bamby Moor 1 




LETTERS. S39 

and if poffible to York the next. — 1 know 
not what is the matter with me — but fome 
derangement preflTes hard upon this machine — 
Hill 1 think it will not be overfet this bout.— 
My love to G. — We fliall all meet from the 
cail, and from the fouth, and (as at the laft) 
be happy together — My kind refpedts to a 
few. — 1 am, dear H. 

Truly yours, 

L. ST£RNJE. 



LETTER XCVIII 

TO A. L E, ESQ. 

PEAR L E, Coxwould, June 7, 11^7* 

I HAD not been many 
days at this peaceful cottage before youf 
letter greeted me with the feal of friendlhip, 
and moll cordially do I thank you for fo 
kind a proof of your good will — I was truly 
anxious to hear of tlie recovery of my fenti- 
mental friend — but 1 would not write to en- 
(Juire after her, unlefs 1 could have lent her 
tlie teftimony without the tax, for even how- 
dyes to invalids, ojr thole that have lately 
been fo, either call to mind what is paft or 
what may return — at lealt I find it fo. I 

am as happy as a prince, at Coxwould 

mA I with you could fee in how princely a 

z 2 manner 
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manner I live — ^"tis a land of plenty, I fit 
down alone to venifon, fifti, and wild fowl, or 
a couple of fowls or ducks, with curds, and 
ftraAvberries, and cream, and all the fimple 
plenty which a rich valley (under Hamilton 
Hills) can produce — with a clean cloth on 
ray table— and a bottle of wine on my right 
hand to drink your health. I have a hun- 
dred hens and chickens about my yard — and 
not a parilhioner catches a hare, or a rabbit, 
or a trout, but he brings it as an offering to 
me. If folitude would cure a love-fick 
heart, I would give you an invitation — but 
abfence and time leffen no attachment 
which virtue infpires. I am in high fpirits — 
care never enters this cottage — I take the air 
every day in my poft-chaife, with two long- 
tailed horfes they turn out good ones; 

and as to myfelf, I think I am better upon 
the whole for the medicines and regimen I 
fubmitted to in town — May you, dear 

L , want neither the one nor the 

other ! 

Yours truly, 

L- STERNE. 
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LETTER XCIX. 

TO THE SAME, 

Coxwould, June 30, 1767. 

I AM in ftill better health, 

my dear L e, than when I wrote laft to 

you, owing I believe to my riding out every 

day with my friend H , whofe caftle lies 

near the fea — and there is a beach as even as 
a mirrour, of five miles in length, before it — 
where we daily run races in our chaifes, with 
one wheel in the fea, and the other on land. 
— D--^ — has obtained his fair Indian, and has 
this poll fent a letter of enquiries after Yorick, 
and his Bramin. He is a good foul, and in- 
terefts himfelf much in our fate. — I cannot 

forgive you, L e, for your folly in fayinj 

yon intend to get introduced to the . 

defpife them, and 1 (hall hold your under- 
ftanding much cheaper than 1 now do, if you 
perfift in a refolution fo unworthy of you. — I 

fuppofe Mrs. J telling you they were 

fenfible, is the ground-work you go upon — 
by — they are not clever ; though what is 
commonly called wit, may pafs for literature 
on the other fide of Temple-Bar. — You fay 

Mrs. J thinks them amiable — flie judjjes 

too favourably ; but 1 have put a flop to her 
intentions of vifiting them. — They are bitter 

z 3 enemies 
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enemies of mine, and I am even with them. 
La Bramine aflured me they ufed tlieir 
endeavours witli her to break off her fricnd- 
fliip with me, for reafons I will not write, 
but tell you. — I faid enough of them be- 
fore ihe left England, and tliough fhe yielded 
to me in every other point, yet in this flie 
obftinately perfifted. — Strange infatuation ! 
— but I think I have affected my purpofe by 
a falfit}'^, which Yorick's frientUhip to the 
Bramine can only juftify. — 1 wrote her word 
that the moft amiable of women reiterated 
my requefl, that flie would not write to 
them. I faid too, Ihe had concealed many 
for the fake of her peace of mind — when ia 

fa6l, L e, this was merely a child of my 

own brain, made Mrs. J 's by adoption, 

to enforce the argument 1 had before urged 
fo ftrongly. — Do not mention this circum-r 

fiance to Mrs. J , 'twould difpleafe her — 

and 1 had no defign in it but for the Bramine 
to be a friend to herfelf. — 1 ought now to be 
bufy from fun-rife to fun-fet, for I have a 
book to write — a Avife to receive — an eflate 
to fell — a parifli to fuperintend, and, what 
is word of all, a difquieted heart to reafon 
with — thefe are continual calls upon me. — 
I have received half a dozen letters to prefs 
me to join my friends at Scarborough, but I 
am at prefent deaf to them all. — I perhaps 
may pafs a few days there fomething later in 
the feafon, not at prefent — an4 fo, dear 

L ^e, adieu. 

I am moft cordially yours, 

L. STEKNE. 
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LETTER C. 



TO IGNATIUS SANCHO. 



Coxwould, June 30 [i7*7]- 

I MUST acknowledge the 
courtefy of my good friend Sancho's letter 
were 1 ten times bufier than I am. and muft 
thank him too for the many expreffions of his 
good will, and good opinion — 'Tis all affec- 
tation to fay a man is not gratified with 
being praifed — we only want it to be fmcere 
—and then, it will be taken, Sancho, as kind- 
ly as yours. I left town very poorly — and 
with an idea I was taking leave of it for ever 
— but good air, a quiet retreat, and quiet 
reflexions along with it, Avith an afs to 
milk, and another to ride upon (if I chufe 
it), all together do wonders. — I fliall live this 
year at leaft, I hope, be it but to give the 
world, before I quit it, as good impreffions 
of me as you have, Sancho. I would only 
covenant for jutt fo much health and fpirits 
a6 are fufficient to caiTy my pen through 
the tafk I have fet it this fummer. — But 1 
am a refigned being, Sancho, and take 
health and (icknefs, as I do light and dark- 
nefs, or the vicilfitudes of feafons — that 
is, juft as it pleafes God to fend them— and 
accomodate myfelf to their periodical re- 

z 4 turns, 
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turns, as well as I can — only taking care, 
whatever befals me in this filly world — ^not 
to lofe my temper at it. — ^This I believe, 
friend Sancho, to be the trueft philofophy 
—for this we muft be indebted to ourfelves, 
but not to our fortunes. — Farewell — ^^I hope 
you will not forget your cuftom of giving me 
a call at my lodgings next winter — in the 
mean time, 1 am very cordially, 

My honell friend Sancho, 

Yours, 

L. STEftl^E. 



LETTER CL 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

Coxwuuldf July 6, Ij6j, 

{ It is with as much true 

gratitude as ever heart felt, that I fit 
down to thank my dear friends Mr. and 

Mrs. J-^ for the continuation of their 

attention to me; but for this laft in- 
ftance of their humanity and politenefs to 
me, I muft ever be their debtor — I never 
can thank you enough, my dear friends, 
and yet I thank you from my foul — and 
for the fingle day's happinefs your good^- 
nefs would have fent me, I wifli I could 
fend you back thoufands — I cannot, but 

they 
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they will come of themfelves — and fo 
God blefs you. — I have had twenty times 
my pen in my hand fince I came down, 
to write a letter to vou both in Ger^ 
jard-ftreet — but I am a fliy kind of a 
foul at the bottom, and have a jealoufy about 
troubling my friends, efpecially about my- 
felf — I am now got perfectly well, but was 
a month after my arrival in the country, in 
but a poor ftate — my body has got the ftart, 
and is at prefent more at eafe than my mind 
— but this Avorld is a fchool of trials, and fo 
Heaven's will be done! — I hope you have both 
enjoyed all that I have wanted — and to com- 
plete your joy, that your little lady flouriflies 
like a vine at your table, to which I hope 
to fee her preferred b}^ next winter. — I 
am now beginning to be truly bufy at my 
Sentimental Journey — the pains and forrows 
of this life having retarded its progrefs — but 
I Ihall make up my lee-way, and overtake 
every body in a very lliort time. 

What can I fend you that Yorkfliire pro- 
duces ? tell me — I want to be of ufe to you, 
for I am, m}'^ dear friends, with the trueft 
Talue and efteem, 

Your ever obliged 

L. STERXE. 
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LETTER CII. 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS, 

MT DE^R PANCHAUD, York, July ^o, 1767. 

Be fo kind as to forward 
what letters are arrived for IVIrs. Sterne at 
your office by to-day's poft, or the next, 
and fhe will receive them before Ihe quits 
Avignon, for England — flie wants to lay out 
a little money in an aimuity for her daughter 
— advife her to get her own life infured in 
London, left my Lydia (liould die before 
lier. — If there are any packets, fend them with 
the ninth volume * of Shandy, which flie has 
failed of getting — Ihe fays Ihe has drawn for 
fifty louis — when Ihe leaves Paris fend by 

her my account. Have you got me any 

French fubfcriptions, or fubfcriptions in 
France ? — Prefent my kindeft fervice to Mifs 
P* 1 know her politenefs and good-nature 
will incline her to give Mrs. J. her advice 
about what Ihe may venture to bring over. 

1 hope every thing goes on well, though 

never half fo well as 1 wilh God profper 

you, my dear friend — Believe me moft 
warmly 

Yours, 



L. STERNE. 



* Alluding to the firil edition. 
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The fooner you fend me the gold fnufF-box, 
the better — ^"tis a prefent from my beft 
friend. 



LETTER cm. 



TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

Coxwouldy Auguft 2, 1767. 

My dear friends Mr. and 
Mrs. J — are infinitely kind to me, in fending 
now and then a letter to inquire after me— 
arid to acquaint me how tliey are. — You can- 
not conceive, my dear lady, how traly I bear 
a part in your illnefs. — I wifli Mr. J — would 
carry you to the South of France in purfuit of 
health — but why need I wi{h it, when I 
know his affedlion will make him do that 
and ten times as much to prevent a return of 
thofe (ymptoms which alarmed him fo much 
in the fpring — your politenefs and humanity 
are always contriving to treat me agreeably, 
and what you promife next winter will be per- 
fedlly fo — but you mud get well — and your 
little dear girl muft be of the party, with her 
parents and friends, to give it a relifh — I am 
fure you fliew no partiality but what is natural 
and praife-worthy, in behalf of your daugh- 
ter, but I wonder my friends will not find her 
a play-fellow; and I both hope and advife them 
not to venture along through this warfare of 
life without two firings at leaft to their bow, — 

I had 
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I had letters from France by laft night's poft, 
by which (by fome fatahty) I find not one of 
my letters has reached Mrs. Sterne. This 
gives me concern, as it wears the afpedl of 
unkindnefs, which fhe by no means merits 
from me. — My wife and dear girl are coming 
to pay me a vifit for a few months ; — I wifh 
I may prevail with them to tarry longer. — 
You mull permit me, dear Mrs. J. to make 
my Lydia known to you, if I can prevail 
with my wife to come and fpend a little time 
in London, as (lie returns to France. 1 ex- 
pedl a fmall parcel — may I trouble you, be- 
fore you write next, to fend to my lodgings to 
a(k if there is any thing directed to me that 
'you can inclofe undercover. — I have but one 
excufe for this freedom, which I am prompted 
to ufe, from a perfuafion that it is doing yo\i 
pleafure to give you an opportunity of doing 
an obliging thing — and as to mj^felf, I reft fa- 
tisfied, for 'tis only fcoring up another debt of 
thanks to the millions I owe you both already 
— Receive a thoufand and a thoufand thanks, 
yes, and with them ten thoufand friendly 
wiflies for all you wifli in this world — May 
my fiiend Mr. J. continue bleffed with good 
health, and may his good lady get perfed:lj 
well, there being no woman's health or com- 
fort I fo ardently pray for. — Adieu, my dear 
friends — believe me moil truly and faithfully 
yours, 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. In Eliza's laft Letter, dated froni 
St. Jago, fhe tells me, as (he does yoii, that 

Ihe 
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flie is extremely ill — God protedl her ! — By 
this time furely llie has fet foot upon dry land 
at Madras — I heartily wifh her well, and if 
Yorick was with her he would tell her fo — but 
he is cut off from this, by bodily abfence — 
I am prefent with her in fpirit, however — but 
what is that ? you will fay. 



LETTER CIV. 

TO J K S, ESQ. 

MY DEAR H. CoxwouW. Auguft ii, 1767. 

I AM glad all has paffed 
with ib much amity inter te SfJUium Marcum 
tuum^ and that Madame has found grace in 
thy fight — All is well that ends well — and fo 
much for moralizing upon it. I wifh you 
could, or would, take up your parable, and 
prophecy as much good concerning me and 
my affairs. — Not one of my letters has got to 
Mrs. Sterne fince the notification of her in- 
tentions, which has a pitiful air on my fide, 
though I have wrote her fix or feven — I 
imagine flie will be here the latter end of 
September; though I have no date for it, but 
her impatience, which, having fuffered by 
my fuppofed filence, I am perfuaded will 
make her fear the worfl — if that is the cafe, 
Ihe will fly to England — a mofl natural 
conclufion — You did well to difcontinue 

all 
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all commerce with James's powders — a$ 
you are fo well, rejoice therefore, and let 
your heart be merry — mine ought upon 
the fame fcore — for I never have been fo 
well fince I left college— and fliould be 
a man^ellous happy man, but for Ibme re- 
fledlions wliicli bow down my fpirits — but if 
I live but even three or four years, I will ac- 
quit myfelf with honour — and — no matter! 
we will talk this over when we meet. — If all 
ends as temperately as with you, and that I 
find grace, &c. &c., I will come and fmg 
Te Deum, or drink pocidum elevatum^ or do 
any thing in the world. — I fliould depend 
upon G — 's critic upon my head, as much, 
as Moliere's old woman upon his comedies — 
when you do not want her fociety, let it be 
carried into your bed-chamber to flay her, 

or clap it upon her bum — to and give her 

my bleffing as you do it. — 

My pollillion has fet me a-ground for a 
week, by one of my piftols burfting in his 
hand, which he taking for granted to be 
quite fliot of — he inftantly fell upon his knees 
and faid (Our Father, which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name), at which, like a 
good Chriftian, he flopped, not remembering 
any more of it — the affair was not fo bad 
as he at firft thought, for it has only burjien 
two of his fingers (he fays). — 1 long to return 
to you, but J fit here alone as folitary and 
fad as a tom cat, which by the bye is all the 
company I keep — he follows me from the par-: 
lour to the kitchen, into the gardep^^an^ 

every 
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every place— I wifli I had a dog — niy daughter 
will bring me one — and fo God be about you, 
and ftrengthen your faith — I am affection- 
ately, dear coufin yours, 



L. STERNE. 



My fervice to the C , though they 

are from home, and to Panty. 



LETTER CV. 

TO MR. AND MRS. J. 

MT DEAR FRIENDS, Coxwould, Auguft 13, 1767. 

I BUT copy your great civility 
to me in writing you word, that I have this 
moment received another letter wrote eigh- 
teen days after the dateof thelaft from St. Jago 
— if our poor friend could have wrote another 
letter to England, you would in courfe have 
had it — but I fear, from the circumftance of 
great hurry and bodily diforder in which (he 
was, when flie difpatched this, flie might not 
have time. — In cafe it has fo fallen out, 1 fend 
you the contents of what I have received — and 
that is a melancholy hiitory of herfelf and fuf- 
ferings fmce they left St. Jago — continual and 
moft violent rheumatifni all the time — a fever 
bfouffht on with fits, and attended with de- 
lirium, and every terrifying fyniptom — the 
recovery from this left hcv low and emaciated 
to a (keleton. — I give you the pain of this de- 

7 tail 
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tail with a bleeding heart, knowing hour much 
at the fame time it will affect; jours. 'J'he three 
or four laft days of our journal leave us with 
hopes flie will do well at laft, for fhe is more 
cheerful — and feems to be getting into better 
fpirits ; and health will follow in courfe. 
They have crofted the line — are much be- 
calmed, by which, with other delays^ flie 
fears they will lofe their paflage to Madras — 
and be fome months fooner for it at Bombay. 
— Heaven protect her, for flie fufters much, 
and with uncommon fortitude. — She writes 

much to me about her dear friend Mrs. J 

in her laft packet. — In truth, my good lady, 
flie loves and honours you from her heart ; but, 
if flie did not, I fliould not efteem her> or 

wifli her fo well as I do. Adieu, my dear 

friends— you have few in the world more 
truly and cordially 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 

P.S. I have juft received, as a prefent 
from a man I fliall ever love, a moft elegant 
gold fnuff-box, fabricated for me at Paris— 
'tis not the firft pledge T have received of hi» 
friendfliip. — May I prefume to inclofe you a 
letter of chit-chat which I fliall write to 
Eliza ? I know you will write yourfelf, and 
my letter may have the honour to chaperon 
yours to India — they will neither of them 
be the worfe received for going together 
in company, but I fear they will get late 
in the year to their deftined port, as they go 
firft to Bengal. 
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LETTER CVI. 

TO MISS STERNE. 

Coxw-ould. Augufta4, 1767. 

I AM truly furprifetl, my dear 
Lydia, thiat my laft letter has not reached 
thy mother and thyfelf — It looks moft un- 
kind ori my part, after your having wrote me 
word of your mother's intention of coming 
to England, that (lie has not received my 
letter to welcome you both— -and though in 
that I faid I wiflied you would defer your 
journey till March, for before that time I 
Ihould have publiflied my fentimental workj 
and ihould be in town to leceive you — yet 
I will ftiew you more real politefles than any 
you have met with in France, as mine will 
come warm from the heart. — I am forry you 
are not here at the races, but hs fetes chawpe^ 
tres of the Marquis de Sade have made you 

amends. — I know B very well, and he 

is what in France would be called admirable— ^ 
that would be but fo fo here-;- You are right 
— he ftudies nature more than any, or rather 
moft of the French comedians — If the Em- 
prefs of Ruflia pays him and his wife a pen- 
fion of twenty thoufand livres a year, I think 
he is very well off. — The folly of flaying till 
after twelve for fupper— rthat you two excom- 
municated beings might have meat ! — " his 
VOL. IV. A A con* 
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confcience would not let it be ferved before/ 
• — Surely the Marquis thought you both, 
being Englifli, could not be fatisfied with- 
out it. 1 would have given, not my gown 
and caflbck (tor I have but one), but my 
topaz ring, to have leen the petits maitres et 
maUrejJcs go to mafs, after having fpent the 
night in dancing. — As to my pleafures they 
are few in compafs. My poor cat fits pur- 
ring befide me — your Uvely French dog fhall 
have his place on the other fide of my fire 
— but if he is as devihfli as when I laft faw 
him, I muft: tutor him, for I will not have 
my catabufed — in fliort, I will have nothing 
devilifli about me — a combufl:ion will fpoil a 
fentimental thought. 

Another thing 1 muft defire — do not be 
alarmed — 'tis to throw all your rouge pots 
into the Sorgue before you let out — I will 
have no rouge put on in England — and do 

not bewail them as did her filver 

leringue or glifter equipage which Ihe loft 
in a certain river — but take a wife refolution 
of doing without rougf\ — I have been three 
days ago bad again — with a fpitting of blood 
' — and that unfeeling bmte **'*** '^ ^ came 
— and drew my curtains, and with a voice like 
a trumpet, halloo'd in my ear — Z — ds, what 
a fine kettle of fifh have you brought your- 

felf to, Mr. S ! In a faint voice I bad 

him leave me, for comfort fure was never 
adminiftered in fo rough a manner— Tell 
vour mother, I hope fhe will purchafe what 
either of you may want at Faris — ^tis an 

occafion 



LETTERS. 2S5 

occafion not to be loft — fo write to me from 
Paris, that I may cOme and meet you in my 
poft chaife with my long tailed-horfes — and 
the moment you have both put your feet in 
it, call it hereafter yours. — Adieu, dear 
Lydia — believe me what I ever Ihall be. 

Your afFedlionate father, 

L. STERNE. 

I think I fliaH not write to Avignon any 
more, but you will find one for you at Paris 
•—once more adieu. 



LETTER CVIL 

TO SIR W. 
MY DEAR SIR, September 19, 1767. 

You are perhaps the 
drolleft being in the univerfe — why do you 
banter me fo about what I wrote to you ? 
— Tho' T told you, every morning I jump'd in- 
to Venus's lap (meaning thereby the fea), was 
you to infer from that, that I leaped into 
the ladies beds afterwards ? — The body 
guides you — the mind me. — I have wrote 
the moft whimfical letter to a lady that 
was ever read, and talked of body and 
foul too — I faid fhe had made me vain by 
faying (he was mine more than ever woman 
was — but flie is not the lady of Bond-ftreet, 

A A 2 no^ 
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nor fqiiarc, nor the lady who fupped 

with me in Boncl-ltreet, on fcollop'd oyfters, 
and other fuch things — nor did (lie ever go 

tSte-cl'tete with me to Salt Hill. Enough 

of fuch nonfenfe — The pad is over— and I 
can juftify myfelf unto myfelt^ — can you do 
as nmch ? — No, Yaith ! — '' You can feel !" 
Aye, fo can my cat, when he hears a female 
cater-wauling on the houfe-top — but cater- 
wauHng difgufts me. I had rather raife a 
gentle riarae, than have a different one raifed 
in me. — Now 1 take heaven to witnefs, after 
all this badinage^ my heart is innocent — and 
the fporting of my pen is equal, juft equal to 
what I did in my boyifh days, when I got 
aitride of a ftick, and gallop'd away— The 
trutii is this — that my pen governs me — not 
me my pen. — You are much to blame if you 
dig for marie, unlefs you are fure of it. I 
was once fuch a puppy myfelf, as to pare, 
and burn, and had my labour for my pains, 
and two hundred pounds out of my pocket. 
Curfe on farming (faid I) I will try if the pen 
will not fucceed better than the fpade. The 
following up of that affair (I mean farming) 
made me lofe my temper, and a dart load of 
turnips was (I thought) very dear at two hun- 
dred pounds. 

In all your operations may your own good 
fenle guide you^^bought experience is the 
deviL'— Adieu, adieu ! — Believe me 

Yours moft truly, 

L. STERNE* 
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LETTER CVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

DEAR SIR, Coxwould, Sept. 27, 1767. 

You are anived at Scarbo- 
rough when all the world has left it — but you 
are ah unaccountable being, and fo there is 
nothing more to be faid on the matter-r-You 
wifh me to come to Scarborough, and join 
you to read a work that is not yet finifhed— 
befides, I have other things in mj^ head. — My 
wife will be here in three or four days, 
and I muft not be found ftraying in the wil- 
demefs — but I have been there. As for 
meeting you at Bluit's, with all my heart — I 
will laugh, and drink my barley-water with 
you. As foon as I have greeted my wife 
and daughter, and hired them a houfe at 
York, I fliall go to London, where you gene- 
rally are in Spring — and then my Senti- 
mental Journey will, I dare fay, convince you 
that my feelings are from the heart, and 
that that heart is not of the woril of moulds 
— praifed be God for my fenfibility ! Though 
it has often made me wretched, yet I would 
not exchange it for all the pleafures the 
the grofleft lenfualift ever felt. Write to me 
the day you will be at York — 'tis ten to one 
but I may introduce you to my wife and 
daughter. Believe me, my good Sir, 

Ever yours, 

A A 3 Ii. ST£B]$r£, 
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LETTER CIX; 

TO MR. PANCHAUD, AT PARIS. 

DEAR SIR, York, Oaober i, 1767. 

I HAVE ordered my friend 
Becket to advance for two months your ac- 
count which my wife this day delivered — ftie 
is in raptures with all your civilities. — This is 
to give you notice to draw upon your corre- 
fpondent— and Becket will dedu6l out of my 
publication .-T-To-morrow morning I repaii: 
■with her to Coxwould, and my Lydia feems 
tranfported with the fight of me. — Nature, 

dear P- , breathes in all her compofition ; 

and except a little vivacity — which is a fault 
in the world we live in — I am fully content 
with her mother's care of her. — Pardon this 
digreffion from bufinefs — but 'tis natural to 
fpeak of thofe we love. — As to the fubfcrip- 
tions which your friendlhip has procured me, 
I mull have them to incorporate with my lifts 
which are to be prefixed to the firft volume. 
— My wife and daughter join in millions of 
thanks — they will leave me the 1ft of De^* 
cember. Adieu, adieu ! — Believe me 

Yours, moft truly, 
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LETTER ex. 

TO MR. AND MRS, J. 

Coxwould, 0£lol>cr 3, 176 

I HAVE fuiFered under a 
ftrong defire for above this fortnight to fend 
a letter of inquiries after the health and the 
well-being of my dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. 

J ; and I do aflTure you both, 'twas 

merely owing to a little modefty in my tem- 
per not to make my good-will troublefome, 
where I have fo much, and to thofe I never 
think of, but with ideas of fenfibihty and 
obligation, that I have refrained. — Good 
God ! to think I could be in town, and not 
;o the firft ftep I made to Gerrard-ftreet ! — 
Ty mind and body muft be at fad variance 
with each other, fliould it ever fall out that 
it is not both the firft and laft place alfo 
where I fliall betake myfelf, were it only to 
fay, " God blefs you'' — May you have every 
bleffing he can fend you ! 'tis a part of 
my litany, where you will always have a 
place whilft I have a tongue to repeat it — 
And fo you heard I had left Scarborough, 
which you would no more credit, than the 
reafons affign'd for it — I thank you for it 
kindly — tho' you have not told nie what 
they were ; being a Ihrewd divine, I think 1 
can guefs. — I was ten days at Scarborough in 
September, and was hofpitably entertained 
by one of the beft of our Bifliops ; who, as he 
kept houfe there, prefs'd me to be with him — 

A A 4 ^w'S^ 
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anclhishoufeholdconriftedofagentleman,and 
two ladies, which, with the good Bilhop and 
my felf, made fo good a party that we kept 
much to ourlelves. — I made in this time a 
coiinedlion ot great friendfliip with my mitred 
hoft, who would gladly have taken me withhira 
back to Ireland. — However, we all left Scar- 
borough together, and lay fifteen miles off, 

where we kindly parted Now it was fup- 

pofed (and have fmce heard) that I e'en went 
on with the party to London, and this I fup- 
pofe was the reafon affign'd for my being 
there. — I dare fay charity would add a little 
to the account, and give out that 'twas on 
the fcore of one, and perhaps both of the 
ladies — and I will excufe charity on that 
head, for a heart difengaged could not well 
have done better. — ^I have been hard writing 
ever fince — and hope by Chriftmas I lliall be 
able to give a gentle rap at your door — 
and tell you how happy I am to fee my two 
good friends.— I aflure you I fpur on my Pe- 
gafus more violently upon that account, and 
am now determined not to draw bit, till I 
have finifhed this Sentimental Journey — 
which I hope to lay at your feet, as a fmall 
(but a very honeft) teftimony of the conftant 
truth with which I am. 

My dear friends, 
Your ever obliged 

And grateful 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. My wife and daughter arrived here 
laft night from France.— My girl has returned 
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en elegant accomplilh'd little flat — my 

wife but 1 hate to praife my wife — 'tis 

as much as decency will allow to praife my 
daughter. — I fuppofe they will return next 

fummer to France. They leave me in 

a month to reiide at York for the winter 
— and I itay at Coxwould till the fii-ft of 
January, 



LETTER CXI. 



TO MRS, F- 



DEAR MADAM, Coxwould, Friday. 

I RETURN you a thou- 
fand thanks for your obliging inquiry after 
me — I got down laft fummer very much 
worn out — and much worfe at the end of my 
journey — I was forced to call at his Grace's 
houfe (the Archbifliop of York) to refreih 
myfelf a couple of days upon the road near 
Doncafter — Since I got home to quietnefs, 
and temperance, and good books, and good 
hours, I have mended — and am now very 
flout — and in a fortnight's time Ihall perhaps 
be as well as you yourfelf could wifli me. — I 
have the pleafure to acquaint you that my wife 

and daughter are arrived from France 1 

Ihall be in town to greet my friends by the 
tirft of January. — Adieu, dear madam — Be- 
lieve me 

Yours fincerely, 

L. ST£RN£. 
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LETTER CXII. 

TO MRS. H. 

Coxwould, OAober 12, 1767. 

Ever fince my dear H. 
wrote me word flie was mine more than ever 
woman was, I have been racking my memory 
to inform me where it was that you and I 
had that affair together. — People think that I 
have had many, fome in body, fome in mind ; 
but as I told you before, you have had me 
more than any woman — therefore you muft 

have had me, H -, both in mind, and in 

body. — Now I cannot recolle6l where it was, 
nor exactly when — it could not be the lady in 

Bond-ftreet, or Grofvenor-ftreet, or 

Square, or Pall-mall. — We fliall make it out, 
H. when we meet — I impatiently long for 

it ^"tis no matter — I cannot now ftand 

writing to you to-day — I will make it up next 
poll — for dinner is upon table, and if I 

make Lord F flay, he will not frank this. 

How do you do ? Which parts of Trif 

tram do you like beft.'^ — God blefs you. 

Yours, 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER CXIIL 



TO MR. AND MRS. J 



Coxwould, November 12, I7^7« 

Forgive me, dear Mrs. 

J , if I am troubleforae in writing fome- 

thing betwixt a letter and a card, to inquire 

after you and my good friend Mr. J , 

whom ^tis an age fince I have heard a fy lia- 
ble of. 1 think fo, however, and never 

more felt the want of a houfe I efteem fo 
much, as I do now when I can hear tidings 
of it fo feldom — and have nothing to recora- 
penfe my defires of feeing its kind poffeffors, 
but the hopes before me of doing it by 
Chriftmas. — I long fadly to fee you — and my 

friend Mr. J . I am ftill at Coxwould — 

my wife and ghl * here. — She is a dear good 
creature — aflfe6lionate, and moll elegant in 
body and mind — fhe is all heaven could give 
me in a daughter— but like other bleffings, 
not given, but lent; for her mother loves 
France — and this dear part of me muft be 
torn from my arms to follow her mother, who 
feems inclined to eftablifh her in France, 
where flie has had many advantageous offers. 

* Mrs. Medalle thinks an apology may be neceffary for publifh- 
ing this Letter — the beft flie can offer is — that it was written by a 
fond parent (whofe commendatioa (he is proud o£) to a very fin- 
f ere friend. 

—Do 



364 LETTERS. 

— Do not fmile at my weaknefs, when I fay 
1 don't wonder at it, for flie is as accom- 
plifh'd a flut as France can produce. — You 
Ihall excufe all this — if you won't, I defire 

Mr. J to be my advocate — but I know I 

don't want one. — With what pleafure fliall I 
embrace your dear little pledge — whom I 
hope to fee every hour increafing in flature, 
and in favour, both with God and man ! — I 
kifs all your hands with a moil devout and 

friendly heart. No man can wifli you 

more good than your meagre friend does — 
few fo much, for I am with infinite cordia- 
lity, gratitude, and honeft afFe6lion, 

My dear Mrs. J , 

Your ever faithful 

L. STERNE. 

p. S. My Sentimental Journey will pleafe 

Mrs. J , and my Lydia — I can anfwer for 

thofe twp. It is a fubjedl which works well, 
and fuits the frame of mind I have been in for 
fome time pall — I told you my defign in it 
was to teach us to love the world and our 
fellow-creatures better than we do — fo it runs 
moft upon thofe gentler pafllions and affe6li- 
ens, which aid fo much to it. Adieu, and 

may you and my worthy friend Mr. J 

continue examples of the doArine I teach ! 
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LETTER CXIV. 

TO MKS. H. 

CoK«ould, Nov., 5, 17S7. 

Now be a good dear wo- 
man, my H , and execute thefe commif- 

fions well — and when I fee you I will give 
you a kifs — there's for yo'u !^But I have 
foniething elfe for you which I am fabricatino" 
at a great rate, and that is my Sentimental 
Journey, which ihall make you cry as much 
as it has aft'eiiled me — or I will give up the 
bufinefs of fentimental writing — and write to 
the body— that is, H. what I am doing in 
ivriting to you — but you are a good body^ 
which is worth half a fcore mean fouls. — 
I am yours, &c. &c. 

L. SHANDY. 
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You make yourfelf unhappy, 

dear L e, by imaginary ills — which 

you might ftiun inftead of putting your- 
felf in the way of. — Would not any man in 
his fenfes fly from the objed he adores. 



'!6S LETTERS. 

not wafte his time and his health in increaf* 
ing his mifery by lb vain a purfuit ? — The 
idol of your heart is one of ten thoufand, — 

The Duke of has long fighed in vain — 

and can you fuppofe a woman will liften to 
you that is proof againft titles, ftars, and red 

ribands ? — Her heart (believe me, L e). 

will not be taken in by fine men, or fine 
fpeeches — if it fliould ever feel a preference, 
it will choofe an objeA for itfelf, and it mufl 
be a Angular charac^ier that can make an im- 
preflion on fuch a being — fhe has a platonic 
way of thinking, and knows love only by 
name — the natural refer\x of her charader, 
which you complain of, proceeds not from 
pride, but from a fuperiority of underftand- 
ing, which makes her defpife every man that 
turns himfelf into a fool — Take my advice, 

and pay your addrefTes to Mifs ; fhe 

efteems you, and time will wear off an at- 
tachment which has taken fo deep a root in 

your heart. 1 pity you from my foul — 

but we are all born with paflions which ebb 
and flow (elfe they would play the devil with 
us) to different objedls — and the beft advice 

I can give you, L ^, is to turn the tide of 

yours another way. — I know not whether I 
fhall write again while I ftay at Coxwould, — 
I am in earneft at my fentimental work — and 
intend being in town foon after Chriftmas — 
in the mean time adieu. — Let me hear from 
youj and believe me, dear L. 

Yours, &c. 
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LETTER CXVI. 



TO THE EARL OF 



MT LORDi Coiwould, Notember 28, 1767. 

'Tjs with the greateft plea- 
fure I take ray pen to thank your Lordftiip for 
your letter of inquiry about Yorick — he has 
worn out both his fpirits and body with the 
Sentimental Journey — 'tis true that an au- 
thor muft feel himfelf, or his reader will 
not — but I have torn my whole frame into 
pieces by my feelings — I believe the brain 
Jlands as much in need of recruiting as the 
body — therefore I (hall fet out for town the 
twentieth of next month, after having re- 
cruited myfelf a week at York. I might 
indeed folace myfelf with my wife (who is 
come from France), but in facft I have long 
been a fentimental being — whatever your 
Lorfhip may think to the contrary. The 
world has imagined, becaufe I wrote Trif- 
tram Shandy, that I was myfelf more Shan- 
dean than I really ever was — ^"tis a good- 
natured world we live in, and we are often 
painted in divers colours according to the ideas 
each one frames in his head. — A very agree- 
able lady arrived three years ago at York, in 
her road to Scarborough — I had the ho- 
nour 

3, 
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nour of being acquainted with her, and was 
her chaperon — all the females were very in- 
quifitive to know who (he was — " Do not 
tell, ladies; 'tis a miftrefs my wife has re- 
commended to me — nav moreover has fent 
me from France/' 

I hope my book will pleafe you, my 
Lord, and then my labour will not be totally 
in vain. If it is not thought a chafte book, 
mercy on them that read it, for they mull 
have warm imaginations indeed ! Can your 
Lordihip forgive my not making this a 

longer epiftle ? In (liort, I can but add 

this, which you already know— -that I am, 
with gratitude and friendfliip, 

My Lord, 

Your obedient faithful, 

L, STERNE. 

If your Lordiliip is in town in Spring, 
I (hould be happy if you became acquainted 
with my friends in Gerard-ftreet — you would 
efteem the hufband and honour the wife — 
llie is the reverfe of moft of her fex — they 
have various purfuits — fhe but one — that of 
pleafing her hufband.— 
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LETTER CXVll. 

1^0 HIS «;XCtLL£NciY SIR G* if. 

Ur DfeAR FRIfeNlij Coxwoiild, December 3, 1767; 

For tho' you are his Ex- 
cellency, and I ftill but Parfon Yorick-^^ 
I flill muft call you fo — and were you td 
be next Emperor of Ruffia, I could not 
write to you, or fpeak of yoii, under any 
other relation — I felicitate you, I dbn't fay 
how much, becaufe I can't — I always had 
fomething like a kind of revelation within 
me, which pointed oiit this track for j^ou 
in which you are fo happily advanced— it 
was not only my wi(hes for you, which were 
ever ardent enough to impofe upon a vifion- 
ary brain, but I thought I actually faw yoii 
jull where you now are — and that is juft, 
my dear Macartney, where you fhould be. — 
1 Ihould long, long ago have acknowledged 
the kindnefs of a letter of yours from Peterf- 
burgh, but hearing daily accounts you was 
leaving it — this is the firft time I knew well 
where my thanks would find you — how they 
will find you I know well —that is the fame 
I ever knew you. In three weeks I Ihall 
kifs your hand, — and fooner, if I can finij 
my Sentimental Journe3^ — The deuce 

VOL. IV. B B 
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all fentiments ! I wifti there was not one 
in the world ! My wife is come to pay me 
a fentimental vifit as far as from Avignon — 
and the politejfe arifing from fuch a proof 
of her urbanity has robbed me of a month's 
writing, or I had been in town now. — I am 
going to lye-in; being at Chriftmas at my 
full reckoning — and unlefs what I (hall bring 
forth is not prefsd to death by thefe devils of 
printers, I fhall have the honour of prefent- 
ing to you a couple of as clean brats as ever 
chafle brain conceived — they are frolickfome 
too, mais cela riempeche pas — I put your 
name down with many wrong and right 
honourablesj knowing you would take it not 
well if I did not make myfelf happy with it. 
Adieu, my dear friend. 

Believe me yours, &c. 

L. ST£RN£r 



/ 



p. S. If you fee Mr* Crawfurd, tell him 
I greet hiln kindly. 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

TO A. L E^ ESQ. 

DEAR L. Coxwould, December 7, 1767. 

I SAID I would not per- 
aps write any more, but it would be un- 
ind not to reply to fo interefting a letter as 
ours — I am certain you may depend upon 

-<ord 's promifes — he will take care of 

ou in the beft manner he can, and your 
nowledge of the world, and of languages 
1 particular, will make you ufeful in any 
epartment — If his Lordlhip's fcheme does 
at fucceed, leave the kingdom — go to the 
ift, or the weft, for travelling v/ould be 
F infinite fervice to both your body and 
lind — But more of this when we meet — 

ow to my own affairs. 1 have had an 

ffer of exchanging two pieces of preferment 
hold here, for a living of three hundred 
id fifty pounds a year in Surry, about thirty 
liles from London, and retaining Coxwould, 
id my prebendaryfliip — the country alfo is 
i^eet — but I will not, cannot come to any 
^termination, till I have confulted Math 
)u, and my other friends. — I have great 
Fers too in Ireland— the bifhopsof C — — 

B B 2 and 
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and R arc both my friends — but I have 

reje(^led every propofal, unlefs Mrs, S 

and my liydia could accompany me thither 
— 1 live for the fake of my girl, and with 
her fweet light burthen in my arms, I could 
get up faft the hill of preferment, if I choic 
it — but without my Lydia, if a mitre was 
oft'ered me, it would fit uneafy upon niv 

brow. — Mrs. S :'s health is infupportable 

in England. — She mull return to France, 
and juuice and humanity forbid me to op- 
pofe it. — I will allow her enough to live 
comfortably^, until flie can rejoin me. — My 
heart bleeds, L — c, when I think of part- 
ing with my child 'twill behke the fepara- 

tion of foul and body — and equal to nothing 
but what pafles at that tremendous moment; 
and like it in one refpecS;, for (lie will be in 
one kingdom, whilll I am in another. — You 
will laugh at my wcaknefs — but I cannot 
help it — for Ihe is a dear dilinterefted girl- 
As a proof of it — when flie left Cox would, 
and I bad her adieu, I pulled out my purfc 
and offered her ten guineas for her private 
plcafures — her anfwer was pretty, and afFedt- 
(. d mo too much : " No, my dear papa, our 
cxpcnces of coming from France may have 
liraitened you — I would rather put an hun- 
dred guineas into your pocket than take ten 
out of it." — 1 buiil into tears — but why do 
I |)ractilc upon your feelings — by dwelling 
on a fubjiCcSl that will touch your heart ? — It is 
too mucli melted already by its own fufferings, 

L— e, 
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Ir— e, for me to add a pang, or caufe a fingle 
figh. — God blefs you — I ihall hope to greet 
you by New-year's day in perfed; health — 
Adieu, my dear friend — I anj moft truly 
and cordially yours, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER CXIX/ 

■ • . • " ■ 

TO J — ; — II S ^.ESQ. 

iDreember 1767.] 

LiTERAs veftras lepidifli- 
mas, mi confobrine, confobrinis meis omni- 
bus carior, accepi die Veneris; fed pofla 
non rediebat verfus Aquilonem eo die, aliter 
fcripfiflem prout defiderabas. Nefcio quid 
eft materia cum me, fed fum fatigatus & 
fcgrotus de med uxore plus quam unquam — 
& fum poffeffus cum diabolo qui pellet me in 
urbem — & tu es poffeffus cum eodem malo 
fpiritu qui te tenet, in deferto effe tentatum 
ancillis tuis, et perturbatum uxore tu4 — crede 
mihi, mi Antoni, quod ifthaec non eft via ad 
falutem five hodiemam, five eternam ; num 
tu incipis cogitare de pecunid, quae, ut ait 
Sandlus Paulus, eft radix omnium malorum, 
& non fati^ dicis in corde tuo, ego Antonius 
de Caftello Infirmo, fum jam quadraginta & 
plus annos natus, & explevi 6d;avum mcum 
luftrum, ettempus eft me curare, & meip- 

B fi 3 fum 
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fum Antonium facere honiinem felicem & 
liberum, et mihimet ipfi benefacere, ut ex- 
hortatur Solomon, qui dicit qu6d nihil eft 
melius in h4c vit^, qu^m qu6d homo vivat 
feftiv^, & qu6d edat et bibat, & bono fruatur 
quia hoc eft fua portio & dos in hoc mundo. 

Nunc te fcire vellemus, qu6d non debeo 
cfle reprehendi pro feftinando eundo ad Lon- 
dinum, quia Deus eft teftis, qu6d non pro- 
pero prae gloria, & pro me oftendere ; nam 
diabolus ifte qui me intravit, non eft diabolus 
vanus, at confobrinus fuus Lucifer — fed eft 
diabolus amabundus, qui non vult finere me 
efte folum ; nam ciim non cumbenbo cum 
uxore me^, fum mentulatior quam par eft 
— & fiam mortaliterin amore — & fum fatuus; 
ergo tu me, mi care Antoni, excufabis, quo- 
niam tu fuifti in amore, &; per mare & per 
terras ivifti & feftin&fti ficut diabolus eodem 
te propellente diabolo. Habeo multa ad te 
fcribere— fed fcribo banc epiftolam in domo 
coffeatariA & plenA fociorum ftrepitoforum, 
qui non permittent me cogitare unam cogi- 
tationem. 

Saluta amicum Panty meum, cujus Uteris 
tefpondebo — faluta amicos in domo Gilbro- 
fenfi, & oro, credas me vinculo confobri- 
nitatis & amoris ad te, mi Antoni, devinc-» 
tilfimum, 

1-. STERNE. 
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LETTER CXX. 



TO MR. AND MRS. J- 



York, December 13, tyiy. 

I WAS afraid that either Mr. 

or Mrs. J , or their little blotToni) was 

drooping — or that fome of you were ill, by not 
having the pleafure of a line from you, and. 
was thinking of writing again to inquire after 
you all—: — when I was caft down myfelf with, 
a fever, and bleeding at my lungs, which had 
confined me to my room near three weeks ^ 
— when I had the favour of yours, which 
till to-day I have not been able to thank you 
both kindly for, as I moft cordially now do — 
as well as for all your profeffions and proofs 
of good-will to me — I will not fay I have not 
balanced accounts with you in this— All I 
know is, that I honour and value you more 
than I do any good creatures upon earth — and 
that I could not wifh your Tbappinefs, and 
the fuccefs of whatever conduces to it, more 
than I do, was I your brother — but good 
God ! are we not all brothers and fifters who 
are friendly, virtuous, and good ? Surely, 
my dear friends, ray illnefs has been a fort 
of fympathy for your affli6lions upon the 
fcore of your dear little one. — I am worn 
down to a fliadow ; but as my fever has left 
me, I fet off the latter end of next week 
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my friend Mr. Hall for town — I need not 
tell my friends in Gerrard-ftreet, I fhall do 
mvfelf the honour to vifit them, before either 

Lord or Lord , &c. &;c.— 

I thank you, my dear friend, for what you 
fay fo kindly about my daughter — it fhews 
your good heart, for as flie is a ftranger, 'tis 
a free gift in you — but when flie is known to 
you, ftie lliall win it fairly— but, alas! Avhen 
this fevent is to happen, is in the clouds. 
Mrs. S— has hired a houfe ready furnilhed 
^t York, till Ihe returns to France, and 
my Lydia muft not leave her. 

What a fad fcratch of a letter! but I am 
\r^ak, my dear friends, both in body and 
mind — fo God blefs you — you will fee me 
enter like a ghoft — fo I tell you before-hand 
riot to be frightened. — I am, my dear friends, 
^^lth the trueft attachment and efteem, ever 
yours, 

L. sti;rnh. 



I.j:tter cxxi. 



TO THB SAIif:£. 



. • 



OldBond-ftreet, January! [1768]. 

Not knowing whether the 
moifture of the weather will permit me 
to give my kind friends in Gerrard-ftreet a 
call this morning for five minutes — I beg 
leave to fend them ill tl^? goo^ wiflies, com^ 

7 pliments^ 
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piiments, and refpecfts I owe them. — I conti- 
nue to mend, and doubt not but this, with all 
other evils and uncertainties of life, will end 
for the beft. — I fend all compliments to your 
fire-fides this Sunday night — Mifs Afcough 
the wife, Mifs Pigot the witty, your daughter 

the pretty, and fo on. — If Lord O is 

with you, I beg my dear Mrs. J wnll 

prefent the inclofed to him ^twill add to 

the millions of obligations I already owe you. 
— I am forry tliat 1 am no fubfcribcr to Soho 
thisfeafon — it deprives me of a pleafure worth 
twice the fubfcription— — but I am juft going 
to fend about this quarter of the town, to 
fee if it is not too late to procure a ticket, 
undifpofed of, from fome of my Soho friends ; 
and if I can fucceed, I will either fend or 
wait upon you with it by half an hour after 
three to-morrow — if not, my friend will do 
me the juftice to believe me truly miferable. 
— I am half engaged, or more, for dinner on 
Sunday next, but will try to get difengaged 
in order to be with my friends. — If I cannot, 
I will glide like a (hadow uninvited to Ger- 
rard-ftreet fome day this week, that we may 
eat our bread and meat in love and peace 
together. — God blefs you both ! I am with 
thiC moft fmcere regard, 

Your ever obliged 

L. STERNE. 
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LETTER CXXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

MT DEAR FRIENDS, OM Botid^ftreet, Monday. 

I HAVE never been a 
moment at reft fince I wrote yefterday about 
this Soho ticket — 1 have been at a Secretary 
of State to get one-^have been upon one 

knee to my friend Sir G- M , Mr. 

Lafcelles — and Mr, Fitzmaurice without 

mentioning five more 1 believe I could 

as foon get you a place at Court, for every 
body is going-^— but I will go out and try a 
new circle — and if you do not hear from 
me by a quarter after three, you may con- 
clude I have been unfortunate in my fuppji- 
cations. — I fend you this ftate of the affair, 
left my filence (hould make you think I had 
negleded what I promifed — but no — Mrs. 

J knows me better, and would never 

fuppofe it would be out of the head of ona 
who is with fo much truth 

Her faithful friend, 

L. STERNE, 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

TO THE SAME, 

Thurfday» Old Bond-i^recX. 

A THOUSAND thanks, and 
as many excufes, my dear friends, for the 
trouble my blunder has given you. By a 
fecond note I am aftonilhed I could read 
Saturday for Sunday, or make any miftake 

in a card wrote by Mrs. J s, in which 

my friend is as unrivalled, as in a hundred 
greater excellencies. 

I am now tied down neck and heels (twice 
over) by engagements every day this week, 
or moll joyfully would h£^^ve trod the old 
plealingroad from Bond to Gerrard-ftreet.— 
My books will be to l>e had on Thurfday, 
but poffibly on Wednefday in the afternoon. 
-T— I am quite well, but exhaufted with a 
room full of company every morning till 
dinner — How do I lament I cannot eat my 
morfel (which is always fweet) with fuch 
kind friends ! — The Sunday following I will 
affuredly wait upon you both — and will 
come a quarter before four, that I may have 
both a little time and a little day light, to 
fee Mrs. J ■ ^ s picture — I beg leave to 
affure my friends of my gratitude for all their 
favours, with my fentimental thanks for every 
token of their good Avill. — Adieu my dear 
friends— 

I am truly yours, 
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LETTER CXXIV. 

FROM DR. EUSTACE, IN AMERICA, TO THE 
HEV. MR. STERNE, WITH A WALKING* 
STICK. 

SlRj 

When I aflure you that 
I am a great admirer of Triftram Shandy, and 
have, ever fincc his introdu6tion into the 
world, been one of his mod zealous defend- 
ers againft the repeated affaults of prejudice 
^nd mifapprehenfion, I hope you will not 
treat this unexpecS^ed appearance in his com- 
pany as an intrufion. 

You know it is an obfervation, as remark- 
able for its truth as for its antiquityj that a 
fimilitude of fentiments is the general parent 
of friendfliip. — It cannot be wondered at, 
th^t I lliould conceive an efteem for a per-^ 
ijoii whom nature h^ad moil indulgently 
en^rbled to frifk and curvet with eafe througk 
all thefe intricacies of fentiments,, which, from' 
irrefiiftible propenfity, ftie had impelled me 
to. trudge through without merit or diftinG- 
tioi^ 

The only reafon; that gave rife to this ad^ 
dre& tp you, is my accidentally having met 
with a piece of true Shandean ilal^ary, I 
mean, accprdipg toi vulgar opinion, for to 

fuch 



LETTERS. 581 

fucli judges both appear equally-, deflitute of 
regularity or defign — it was maide by a very 
ingenious gentleman of this proyiace, and 
prefented to the late governor Dobbs; after 
his death Mrs. D. gave it me : its fin^u- 
larity made many defirous of procuring it ; 
. but I had refolved at firft not to part with it, 
till, upon reflection, I thought it would be 
a very proper, and probably not an unac- 
ceptable, compliment to my favourite au- 
thor, and in his hands might prove as ample 
a field for meditation, as a button-hole, or 
a broomftick. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 



LETTER CXXV, 

UR. STERNE's ANSW£R. 

SIR* LoDdon, Fdiruarf 9, 176S. 

I THIS moment receivetl 
your obliging letter, and Shandean piece of 
fculpture along with it, of both which tefti- 
monies of your regard I have the jufteft 
fenfe, and return you, dear Sir, my beft 
thanks and acknowledgement. Your walk- 
ing-ftick is in no fenfe more Shandaick than 
in that of its having more handles tlian one >J 
the parallel breaks only in this, that, in i " 
the flick, every one will take the 
■which fuitshis conyemence," lii "^ 
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Shandy, the handle is taken which fuits ihcf 
jpaffions, their ignomnce, or their fenfibiJity^ 
There is fo little true feeling in the herd of 
the world, that I wifli I could have got an 
adl of parliament, when the books firft ap- 
peared, that none but wife men fliould look 
into them. It is too much to write books, 
and find heads to underfland them ; the 
world, however, feems to come into a better 
temper about them, the people of genius 
here being to a man on its fide ; and the re- 
ception it has met with in France, Italy, and 
Germany, has engaged one part of the 
world to give it a fecond reading. The other, 
in order to be on the flrongefl; fide, has at 
length agreed to (peak well of it too. A few 
hypocrites and Tartuffes, whofe approba- 
tion could do it nothing but diflionour, re- 
main unconverted. 

I am very proud. Sir, to have had a man 
like you on my fide fi^om the beginning ; but 
it is not in the power of every one to tafte 
humour, however he may wifli it ; it is the 
gift of God ; and, befides, a true feeler 
always brings half the entertainment along 
with him ; his own ideas are only called forth 
by what he reads, and the vibrations within 
him entirely correfpond with thofe excited 
— ^"Tis like reading himfelf— and not the 
book. 

In a week's J;ime I fhall be delivered of twa 
volumes of the Sentimental Travels of Mr. 
Yorick through France and Italy ; but, alas I 
tlie fliip fails three days too foon, and I have 

but 
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but to lament it deprives me of the pleafure 
of prefenting them to you. 

[Believe me, dear Sir, with great thanks 
for the honour you have done me, with true 
elieem, 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

LAURENCE STERNE* 
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TO L. S— ^ N, ESQ. 

DEAR SIR» ^^^ Bofld-ftreet, Wednefday. 

Your commendations are 
/very flattering. I know no one whofe judg- 
ment I think more highly of, but your par- 
tiality for me is the only inftance in which I 
can call it in queftion. — ^Thanks, my good 
Sir, for the prints — I am much your debtor 
for them — if I recover from my ill ftate of 
health, and live to revifit Cox would this fum- 
mer, I will decorate my ftudy with them, 
along with fix beautiful pid;ures I have al- 
ready of the fculptures on poor Ovid's tomb, 
which were executed on marble at Rome- 
It grieves one to think fuch a man fliould 
have died in exile, who wrote fo well on the 
art of love. — Do not think me encroaching if 
I folicit a favour — 'tis either to borrow, or 
beg (^ beg if you pleafe) fome of thofe 

touched , 
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touched with chalk whibh ycJU t3tought front 
Italy — I believe you have thnee fcts, and if 
joU can fpare the imperfcfl: one of cattle on 
coloured paper, 'twill anfwer my purpofe, 
which is namely this, to give a friend of ours. 
— You rtiay be ignorant Ihe has a genius for 
drawing, and whatever Ihe excels in flie con- 
ceals, and her humility adds luftre to her 
accomplifliments — I prefented her laft year 
with colours, and an apparatus for paintings 
and gave her feveral leffons before I left 
town. — I wifli her to follow this art, to be a 
complete miftrefs of it — and it is Angular 
enough, but not more (ingular than true, that 
Ihe does not know how to make a cow or a 
Iheep, though Ihe draws figures and land- 
fcapes perfectly well ; which makes me willi 

her to copy from good prints. If you 

come to town next week, and dine where 
I ani engaged next Sunday, call upon me 
and take me with you — I breakfaft with Mr, 
Beauclerc, and am engaged for an hour af- 
terwards with Lord O ; fo let our meet- 
ing be either at your houfe or my lodgings — 
do not be late, for we will go half an hour be- 
fore dinner, to fee a picture executed by 
Weft, moft admirably — he has caught the 
chara6ler of our friend — fuch goodnefs is- 
painted in that face, that when one looks at 
it, let the foul be ever fo much unliarmo- 
nized, it is impoifible it Ihould remain fo- 

1 will fend you a fet of ray books — 

they will take with the generality — the wo- 
Itieh Avill read this book in the parlour, and 

Triftrara 
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Triftram in the bed-chamber. — Good night, 
dear Sir — I am going to take my whey, and 
then to bed. BeHeve me 

Yours moft truly, 

L. STERNE. 



LETTER CXXVIL 

TO MISS STERNE. 
MY DEAREST LTDU, February 20, Old Bond-ftrcfet. 

My Sentimental Journey, 
you fay, is admired in York by every one 
— and 'tis not vanity in me to tell you that 
it is no lefs admired here — but what is the 
gratification of my feelings on this occafion ? 
— The want of health bows me down, and 
vanity harbours not in thy father's breaft— 
this vile influenza — be not alarmed, I think 
I (hall get the better of it— — and fhall be 
with you both the firft of May ; and if I ef- 
cape, 'twill not be for a long period, my 
child — unlefs a quiet retreat and peace of 
mind can reftore me. — ^The fubje6l of thy 
letter has aftoniflied me. — She could but 
know little of my feelings, to tell thee, that 
under the fuppofition 1 Ihould furvive thy 
mother, 1 fliould bequeath thee as a legacy 

to . No, my Lydia ! 'tis a lady, whofe 

virtues I wifli thee to imitate, that I fliall en- 

,^ruft my girl to — I mean that friend whom I 

have fo gften talked and wrote about — from 

VOL. IV, c c her 
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her you will learn to be an affeAionate wife, 
a tender mother, and a iincere friend — and 
you cannot be intimate with her, without her 
pouring fome part of the milk of human 
kindnefs into your breaft, which will ferve 
to check the heat of your own temper, 
which your partake in a fmall degree of. 
• — Nor will that amiable woman put my Ly- 
dia under the painful neceffity to fly to India 
for protection, whilft it is in her power to 
grant her a more powerful one in England. 
—But I think, my Lydia, that thy 'mother 
will furvive me — do not dejedl her fpirits 
with thy apprehenfions on my account. I 
have fent you a necklace, buckles, and die 
lame to your mother. —My girl cannot form 
a wifli that is in the power of her father, that 
he will not gratify her in — and I cannot in 
juftice be lefs kind to thy mother. — I am 

never alone ^The kindnefs of my friends 

is ever the fame — I wifli tho' I had thee to 
nurfe me ; but I am denied that. — Write to 
me twice a week, at leafl;. — God blefs thee^^ 
my child, and believe me ever, ever, thy 

Affedionate father, 

L. S. 
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LETTER CXXVIIL 



TO MRS. J 



Tueftkijr, 

Your poor friend is fcarce 
e to write — he has been at death's door 
$ week with a pleurify — I was bled three 
les on Thurfday, and bhftered on Friday—* 
e phyfician fays I am better — God knows, 
I feel myfelf fadly wrong, and Ihall, if I 
over, be a long while of gaining ftrength. 
Before I have gone thro' half this letter, I 
ft ftop to reft my weak hand above a 
sen times. — Mr. J — ^ was fo good to call 
3n me yefterday. I felt emotions not to 
defcribed at the fight of him, and he over- 
ed me by talking a great deal of you.— 

S dear Mrs. J entreat him to come to- 

•rrow or next day, for perhaps I have not 
ny days or hours to live — I want to alk a 
our of him, if I find myfelf worfe — that I 
ill beg of you, if in this wrefthng I come off 
iqueror — my fpirits are fled — ^'tis a bad 
len — do not weep, my dear Lady — your 
xs are too precious to flied for me — bottle 
5m up, and may the cork never be drawn. 
Deareft, kindeft, gentleft, and beft of wo- 
rn ! may health, peace, and happinefs prove 
ur handmaids ! — If I die» cherifh top 

cc a 
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niembrance of nie, and forget the follies 
which you fo often condemned — which my 
heart, not my head, betrayed me into. Should 
my child, my Lydia want a mother, may I 
hope you will (if (lie is left parentlefs) take 
her to your bofom ? — You are the only woman 
on earth I can depend upon for fuch a bene* 
volent adlion. — 1 wrote to her a fortnight 
ago *, and told her what I truft (lie will find 

in you. — Mr. J Avill be a father to her— 

he will protect her from every infult, for he 
wears a fword which he has ferved his country 
with, and which he would know how to dra\r 
out of the fcabbard in defence of innocence. 
Commend me to him — as I now commend 
you to that Being who takes under his care 
the good and kind part of the world. — Adieu 
—All grateful thanks to you and Mr. J 

Your poor affe6lionate friend, 

L. STERNE. 



* From this circumftancc it may be conjcftured that this Letter 
was written on Tuefday the 8th of March 1 768) ten days before 
Mr. Sterne died. 
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LETTER CXXIX. 



rp^ ^fl?sV'WW«cf*W^'if'9F 



• 1 BEHELD her tender 

look — lier pathetic eye petrified my fluids — . 
the liquid diffolution drowned thofe once 
bright orbs — the late fym pathetic features, 
fo pleafing in their harmony, are now blafted 
— withered — and are dead; her charms are 
dwindled into a melancholy which demands 
my pity. — Yes — my friend — our once fpright- 
ly and vivacious Harriot is that very objedl 
that muft thrill your foul. — How abandoned 
is that heart which bulges the tear of inno- 
cence, and is the caufe — the fatal caufe of 
overwhelming the fpotlcfs foul, and plunging 
the yet-untainted mind into a fea of forrow 
and repentance— Though born to protect the 
fair, does not man ail the part of a demon ? 
— firll alluring by his temptations, and then 
triumphing in his vidlory — when villany gets 
the alcendancy, it feldom leaves the wretch 

till it has thoroughly polluted him 

»j^****«**^ once the joyous companion of 
our juvenile extravagancies, by a deep-laid 
fchenie, fu far ingratiated himfelf into the 
good graces of the old man — that even he, 
with all his penetration and experience (of 
which old folks generally pique themfelves), 
could not perceive his drift, and, like the 
goodnefs of his own heart, believed hioi l\o- 

c c 3 v.o\\x:- 
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nourable : — had I known his pretenfions — I 
would have flown on the wings of friendfliip 

of regard of afFe6iion and refcued the 

lovely innocent from the hands of the fpoiler : 
—be not alarmed at my declaration — I have 
been long bound to her in the reciprocal 
bonds of afFe6tion ; but it is of a more deli- 
cate ftamp than the grofs materials nature 
has planted in us for procreation — I hope 
ever to retain the idea of innocence, and love 
her ftill : — I would love the whole fex were 
they equally deferving. 

taking her by the hand — the 

other thrown round her waift — after an in- 
timacy allowing fuch freedoms — with a look 
deceitfully pleafing, the villain poured out a 
torrent of proteftations — and though oaths 
are facred — fwore with all the fortitude of a 
confcientious man — the depth of his love — 
the height of his elleem — the llrength of 
his attachment; — by thefe, and other art- 
ful means to anfwer his abandoned purpofe 
(for which you know he is but too well qua- 
lified) — gained on the open inexperienced 
heart of the generous Harriot, and robbed 
her of her brighteft jewel. — Oh, England ! 
where are yoqr fenators ? — where are your 
laws ? — Ye Heavens ! where refts your deadly 
thunder? — why are your bolts reftrained 
from overwhelming with vengeance this vile 

feducer ? 1, — my friend, I, was the mi- 

nifter fent by juftice to revenge her wrong* 
— revenge — I difclaim it— to redrefs her 
wrongs. — The news of affliction fliesi— : 
I heard it, and pofted to »♦♦♦, where, 

forgpt- 
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forgetting my charad:er — this is the ftyle of 
the enthuiiatt — it moil became my charac- 
ter — I faw him in his retreat — I flew out of 
the chaife — caught him by the collar — and 
in a tumult of paffion — demanded — fure, if 
anger is excufable, it mull be when it is ex- 
cited by a deteftation of vice — I demanded 
him to reftore — alas ! what was not in his 
power to return. — Vengeance ! — and fliall 
thefe vermin — thefe fpoilers of the fair — 
thefe murderers of the mind — lurk and creep 
about in dens fecure to themfelves, and pil- 
lage all around them ? — Diftradled with my 
rage — I charged him with his crime — ex- 
ploded his bafenefs — condemned his villany 
— while coward guilt fat on his fullen brow, 
and, like a criminal confcious of his deed, 
tremblingly pronounced his fear. — He hoped 
means might be found for a fufficient atone- 
ment — oftfered a tender of his hand as a fatif- 
fadliou, and a life devoted to her fervice as 
a recompenfe for his error. — His humiliation 
Uruck me — 'twas the only means he could 

have contrived to affuage my anger. 1 

hefitated — paufed — thought — and Hill muft 
think on fo important a concern ; — afliil me 
— I am half afraid of trailing my Harriot in 
the hands of a man, whofe character I too 
well know to be the antipodes of Harriot's—^ 
He all fire and diifipation ;--^flie all meek- 
nefs and fentiment ! — nor can I think there 
is any hope of reformation :— the oflf'er pro- 
ceeds more from furprife, or fear, than juf- 
tice and fincerity. — The world — the world 

c c 4 will 
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will exclaim, and my Harriot be a caft-off 
from fociety. — Let her — I had rather fee her 
thus, than miferably linked for life to a lump 
of vice. — She (hall retire to fome corner of the 
world, and there weep out the remainder of 
her days in forrow— -forgetting the wretch 
who has abufed her confidence, but ever re- 
membering the friend who confoles her in 
retirement. — You, my dear Charles, fhall 
bear a part with me in the delightful tafk of 
whifpering " peace to thofe who are in trou- 
ble, and healing the broken in fpirit/' 

Adieu. 

LAURENCE STERNE. 



LETTER CXXX^ 



TO THE SAME. 

SIR, 

I FEEL the weight of obli- 
gation which your friendfliip has laid upon 
me, and if it fliould never be in my power to 
make you a recompenfe, I hope you will be 
recompenfed at the refurreSion of the jufi. 
— I hope. Sir, we fhall both be found in that 
catalogue ; — and we are encouraged to hope, 
by the example of Abraham's "faith, even 
againji hope. — I think there is, at leaft, as 
much probability of our reaching, and re- 
joicing in the haven where we would be^ as 

theie 



/' 
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there was of the old Patriarch's having a 
child by his old wife. — There is not any per- 
fon livino; or dead, whom I have fo Itronoj a 
defire to fee and converfe with as yourfelf : — - 
indeed I have no inclination to vilit, or fay a 
fyllable to but a few perfons in this lower vale 
of vanity and tears, befide you ; — but I often 
derive a peculiar fatisfacftion in converling 
with the ancient and modern dead, — who yet 
live and fpeak excellently in their works. — 
My neighbours think me often alone^ — and 
3 et at fuch times I am in company with 
more than five hundred mutes — each of 
whom, at my pleafure, communicates his 
ideas to me by dumb figns— quite as intelli- 
gibly as any perfon living can do by uttering 
of words. — They always keep the diilance 
from me which 1 diredt, — and with a motion 
of my hand, I can bring them as near to m^e 
as I pleafe. — I lay hands on fifty of them 
fometimes in an evening, and handle them as 
I like: — they never complain of ill-ufage, — 
and when difmiflfed from my prefence, — 
though ever fo abruptly — take no offence. 
Such convenience is not to be enjoyed — nor 
fuch liberty to be taken with the living : — 
we are bound — in point of good-manners, 
to admit all our pretended friends when they 
knock for an entrance, and difpenfe with all 
the nonfenfe or impertinence which they 
broach till they think proper to withdraw : 
nor can we take the liberty of humbly and 
decently oppofing their fentiments, without 
exciting their difguft, and being in danger of 

their 
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their fplenetic reprefentation after they have 
left us. 

I am weary of talking to the many — who 
though quick of hearing — are iojlow of heart 
to believe — propofitions which are next to 
felf-evident; — ^you and I were not call in one 
mould, — corporal comparifon will atteft it, 
and yet we are fafhioned fo much alike, that 
we may pafs for twins : — were it poffible to 
take an inventory of all our fentiments and 
feelings — juft and unjuft — holy and impure 
—there would appear as little difference 
between them as there is between in- 
ftindl and reafon, — or — wit and madnefs: 
the barriers which feparate thefe — like the 
real eflbnce of bodies — efcape the piercing 
eye of metaphyfics, and cannot be pointed 
out more clearly than geometricians define a 
ftrait line, which is faid to have length 
without breadth. O ye learned anato- 
mical aggregates, who pretend to inftrud; 
other aggregates ! be as candid as the fage 
wliom ye pretend to revere — and tell them, 
that all you know is, that you know no- 
thing ! 

1 have a mort to communicate to 

you on different fubje6ts — my mountain will 
be in labour till I fee you — and then — what 
then ? — why you mull exped; to fee it bring 
forth — a moufe. — I therefore befeech you to 
have a watchful eye to the cats ! — but it is 
faid that mice were defigned to be killed by 
cats — cats to be worried by dogs, &c. &c.-— 
This may be true— ^and 1 think I am made 

7 to 
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to be killed by my cough, — which is a per- 
petual plague to me ; what, in the name of 
found lungs, has my cough to do with you 
— or — ^you with my cough ? 

I am, Sir, with the moft perfecSt affection 
and efteem, 

Your humble Servant, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 



LETTER CXXXL 



rr<|% 'W'f^tl^ 



DEAR SIR, 

I HAVE received your 
kind letter of critical, and, I will add, of pa- 
rental advice, which, contrary to my natural 
humour, fet me upon looking gravely for 
half a day together : fometimes 1 concluded 
you had not fpoke out, but had ftronger 
grounds for your hints and cautions than 
what your good-nature knew how to tell me, 
efpecially with regard to prudence, as a di- 
vine ; and that you thought in your heart the 
vein of humour too free for the folemn colour 
of my coat. A meditation upon Death had 
been ?t more fuitable trimming to it, I own ; 
but then it could not have been fet on by me. 

-Mr. 
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Mr- F — , whom I regard in the clafs I do 
you, as my beft of critics and well-\vi(hers, 
preaches daily to me on the fame text: 
" Get your preferment firft, Lory/' he lays, 
" and then write and welcome/' But fup- 
pofe preferment is long a-coming — and for 
aught I know, I may not be preferred till 
the refurre6lion of the jufc — and am all that 
time in labour, how muft I bear my pains ? 
Like pious divines ? or rather, like able phi- 
lofophers, knowing that one palhon is only 
to be combated with another? But to be 
ferious (if I can), I will ufe all reafonable 
caution, — only with this caution along with 
it, not to fpoil my book, that is, the 
air and originality of it, which mull re- 
femble the author ; and I fear it is the 
number of thefe (lighter touches, Avhich 
make the refemblance, and identify it 
from all others of the fame ftamp, which 
this underfi rapping virtue of prudence would 
oblige me to llrike out. — A very able critic, 
and one of my colour too, who has read 
over Triftram, made anfwer, upon my faying 
I would confider the colour of my coat as 1 
correAed it, that that idea in my head 
would render my book not worth a groat. 
—Still I promife to be cautious ; but deny I 
have gone as far as Swift : he keeps a due 
diftance from Rabelais; I keep a due di- 
ftance from him. Swift has faid a hundred 
things I dnrft not fay, unlefs I was dean of 

St. Patrick's. 

I like 
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I like your caution, " ambitiofa rccides 
ornanienta/' As I revife my book, I will 
fhrive my confcience upon that fin, and 
whatever ornaments are of that kind Ihall be 
defaced without mercy. Ovid is juftly cen- 
fured for being " ingenii fui amator ;'' and it 
is a reafonable hint to me as I'm not fure I 
am clear of it To fport too much with your 
wit, or the game that wit has pointed out, is 
furfeiting ; like toying with a man's mittrefs, 
it may be very delightful folacement to the 
inamorato, but little to the by-ftander. 
Though I plead guilty to part of the charge, 
yet it would greatly alleviate the crime, if my 
readers knew how much I have fuppreffed of 
this device. I have burnt more wit than I 
have publiftied, on that very account, fince I 
began to avoid the fault, I fear, I may yet 
have given proofs of. — I will reconfider Slop's 
fall, and my too minute defcription of it; 
but in general, I am perfuaded that the hap- 
pinefs of the Cervantic humour arifes from 
this very thing, — of defcribing filly and tri- 
fling events with the circumftantial pomp of 
;reat ones. Perhaps this is overloaded, and 

can eafe it. — I have a proje6l of getting 
Triftram put into the hands of the Archbi- 
fhop, if he comes down this autumn, which 
will eafe my mind of all trouble upon the 
topic of difcretion. 

I ain, &&. 

L. STERNE. 
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TO MR. 6. 

SIR, Exeter, July 1775- 

The inclofed was quite an Impromtu 
of Yorick's after he had been thoroughly /bw/^ 
ed. — He drew it up in a few moments with- 
out flopping his pen. I fhould be glad to fee 
it in your intended colle6lion of Mr. Sterne's 
memoirs, iScc. If you fhould have a copy of 
it, you will be able to redlify a mifapplica- 
tion of a term that Mr. Sterne could never 
be guilty of, as one great excellence of his 
writing lies in the mofl happy choice of me- 
taphors and allufions — fuch as fhewed his 
philofophic judgment, at the fame time that 
they difplay his wit and genius — but it is not 
for me to comment on, or corre6l fo great an 
original. I fhould have fent this fragment aii 
foon as I faw Mrs. Medalle's advertifement^ 
had I not been at a diflance from my 
papers. I expedi much entertainment from 
this pofthumous work of a man to whom no 
one is more indebted for amufement and in- 
ilrudtion, than, 

Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

S. P. 
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AN IMPROMPTU. 

No — not one farthing would I give for 
fuch a coat in wet weather, or dry. — If the 
fun fhines, you are fure of being melted, be- 
caufe it clo(es fo tight about one — if it rains, 
it is no more a defence than a cobweb — 
a very fieve, o' my confcience ! that lets 
through every drop, and like many other 
things that are put on only for a cover, mor- 
tifies you with difappointment, and makes 
you curie the impoftor, when it is too late 
to avail one's felf of the difcovery. Had I 
been wife, I fhould have examined the claim 
the coat had to the title of " defender of the 
body'' — before I had truiled my body in it — I 
fhould have held it up to the light, like other 
fufpicious matters, to have feen how much it 
was likely to admit of that which I wanted 
to keep out — whether it was no more than 
fuch a frail, flimfy, contexture of flefli and 
blood, as I am fated to carry about with me 
through every tra6t of this dirty world, could 
have comfortably and fafely difpenfed with 
in fo fhort a journey — taking into my ac- 
count the chance of fpreading trees — thick 
hedges overhanging the road — with twenty 
other coverts that a man may truft his head 
under — if he is not violently puflied on by 
that d — d ftimulus — you know where — that 
will not let a man fit ftill in one place for 
half a minute together — but like a young 
wettlefome tit, is eternally on the fret, and is 
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for pu filing on ft ill farther — or if the poof 
feared devil is not hunted tantivy by a hue 
«nd cry Avith gyves and a halter dangling be- 
fore his eyes — now in either cafe he has not 
a minute to throw away in ftanding ftill, but 
like King Lear, mufl, brave " the peltings of 
a pitilefs ftorm," and give Heaven leave to 
''rumble its belly-full — fpit fire — or fpout 
rain'' — as fpitefully as it pleafeth, without 
finding the inclination or the rcfolution to 
flackcn his pace, left fomething fliould be 
loft that might have been gained, or more 
gotten than he well knows how to gel rid of 
— Now had 1 a6ted with as much prudence 
as fome other good folks — I could name ma- 
ny of them who have been made b — ps with- 
in my remembrance, for having been hooded 
and muffled up in a larger quantity of this 
dark drab of mental manufaifture than ever 
fell to my fliare — and abfolutely for nothing 
elfe — as will be feen when they are undreffed 
another day — Had I had but as much as 
niitrht have been taken out of their cloth, 
without lelfening much of the fize, or injur- 
ing in the leaft the fliape, or contracting 
aught of the doublings and foldings, or con- 
fining to a lefs circumference the fuperb 
fweep of any one cloak that any one b — p 
ever wrapt himfelf up in — I (hould never 
have given this coat a place upon my (lioul- 
ders. I fliould have feen by the light at one 
glance, how little it would keep out of rain, 
by how little it would keep in of darknefs-^ 
'J'his a coat for a rainy day ? do pray, 
madam, hold it up to that window — did you 

ever 
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ever fee fuch an illujirious coat fince the day 
you could diftinguilh between a coat and a 
pair of breeches ? — My lady did not under- 
ftand derivatives, and fo (lie could not fee 
quite through my fplendid pun. Pope Six- 
tus would have blinded her with the fame 
** darknefs of excefTive light/' What a flood 
of it breaks in thro' this rent ? what an irra- 
diation beams through that ? what twink- 
lings — what fparklings as you wave it before 
your eyes in the broad face of the fun ? 
Make a fan out of it for the ladies to look at 
their gallants with at church — It has not 
ferved me for one purpofe — it will ferve them 
for two — This is coarfe fluff — of w^orfe ma- 
nufad:ure than the cloth — put it to its proper 
ufe, for I love when things fort and join well 
—make a philtre * of it while there is a drop 
to be extracted — I know but one thing in 
the world that will draw, drain, or fuck like 
it — and that is — neither wool nor fiax — make 
—make any thing of it, but a vile, hypocri- 
tical coat for me — for I never can fay fuh 
Jove (what ever Juno might) that ^' it is a 
pleafure to be wet/' 

L. STERNE. 

* This allcfion is improper, A philtre originally fignifies a Iovc» 
potion-^-and as it is ufcd as a noun from the veirb pmUrate it muft 
fignify Ti/rMnery not z fucker — cloth is fbmetimes ufed for the pur- 
pofe of drmning by means of its pores or capillary tubesy but its ac« 
tion is contrary to philtration. His meaning is obvious enough: 
but as he drew up this fragment without flopping his pen, as I 
was informed, it is no wonder he erred in the appucatiim of Coma 
of his terms. 
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CHAP. L 

Shewing two Things ; Jirji^ what a Rahelaic TeU 
low LoNGiNUs Rabelaicus is; and fi- 
condlt/j how cavalierly he begins his Book. 

jyiY dear and thrice reverend brethren, as 
well archbilhops and bifliops, as the reji of 
the inferior clergy ! would it not be a glori- 
ous thing, if any man of genius and capa-^ 
city amongft us for fuch a work, was fully 
bent within himfelf to fit down immediately 
and compofe a thorough-ftitched fyftem of 
the Kerukopaedia, fairly fctting forth, to 
the beft of his wit and memory, and colle6i* 
ing for that purpofe all that is needful to be 

Jinown and underftood of that art? ^Of 

what art? cried Panuroe. Good God I 
anfwered Longinus (making an exclama- 
tion, but taking care at the fame time to 
moderate his voice), why, of the art of making 
all kinds of your theological, hebdodomical, 
roftrummical, humdrummical what d'ye call 
'ems — I will be fhot, quoth Epistemon, if all 
this ftory of thine of a roafted horfe, is fim* 

?ly no more than S Saufages ! quoth 
^ANURGE. Thou haft fallen twelve feet and 
about five inches below the mark^ anfwer'd 

D D 2 "V^^ 
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Epistemon, for I hold them to be Sermons 
— which faid word (as I take the matter) be- 
ing but a word of low degree, for a book of 
high rhetoric— LoNGiN us Rabelaicus was 
fore-minded to uflier and lead in his differ- 
tation, with as much pomp and parade as 
he could afford ; — and for my own part, 
either I know no more of Latin than my 
horfe, or the Kerukopaedia is nothing but 
the art of making ^em — And why not, quoth 
Gymnast, of preaching them when we have 
done ?— Believe roe, dear fouls, this is half in 
half — and if fome fkilful body would but put 
us in a way to do this to fome ^w?ie— Thou 
wouldft not have them chanted furely ? quoth 
Triboulet, laughing.— No, nor canted nei- 
ther ! quoth Gymnast, crying— but what I 
mean, my friends, fays Longinus Rabe- 
IiAicus (who is certainly one of the grcateft 
critics in the weflern world, and as Rabelaic 
a fellow as ever exifted) — what I mean, fays 
he, interrupting them both and refuming his 
difcourfe, is this, that if all the fcatter^d rules 
of the Kerukopaedia could be but once 
carefully colle6led into one code, as thick 
as Pan urge's head, and the whole cleanly 
digeiled — (pooh, fays Pan urge, who felt 
himfelf aggrieved) — and bound up, conti- 
nued Longinus, by way of a regular infti 
tute, and then put into the hands of every 
licenied preacher in Great Britain, and Ire* 
land, juu before he began to compofe, I 
maintain it — I deny it flatly, quoth Pa-* 
KURGE — What? anfwered Longinus Ra» 
BELAicus with all the temper in tho^ 
world V 
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CliAR IL 

tn which the Reader will begin to form a 
Judgment^ of wliat an HiJioricaU Drama^ 
ticaly Anecdoticaly Allegorical^ and Comical 
Kind of a Work he has got hold of 

HOMENAS, who had to preach next Sun» 
day (before God knows whom), knowing 
nothing at all of the matter — was all this 
while at it as hard as he could drive in the 
very next room : — for having fouled two 
clean ftieets of his own, and being quite fluck 
fail inthe entrance upon his third general 
divifion^ and finding himfelf unable to get 
either forwards or backwards with any 
grace—*- Curfe it,'' fays he (thereby excom- 
municating every mother's fon who fliould 
think differently), " why may not a man 
lawfully call in for help in this, as well 
as any other human emergency ?" — So 
without any more argumentation, except 
ftarting up and nimming down from the 
top Ihelf but one, the fecond volume of 
Clark — though without any felonious in- 
tention in fo doing, he had begun to 
clap me in (making a joint firift) five 
whole pages, nine round paragraphs, and 
a dozen and a half of good thoughts 
all of a row; and becaufe there was a 
confounded high gallery — was tranfcrib- 
ing it away like a little devil. — Now 
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^^ — quoth HoMENAS to himfelf, " though I 
bold all this to be fair and fquare, yet, if I 
am found out, there will be the deuce and 
all to pay/' — Why are the bells ringing back^ 
wards, you lad ? what is all that crowd about^ 
ho7ie/i man ? Homenas was got upon Doc* 
tor Clark'a' back, Jir — and what of that, my 
tad? Jfliy^ an pleafe you, he has broke his 
neck, and fraBured his Jkull, and befouled 
himfelf into the bargain, by a fall from the 
pulpit two Jlories high. Alas! poor Home- 
nas! Homenas has done his bufinefs! — 
Homenas will never preach more while 
breath is in his body. — No, faith, I fliaJl 
never again be able to tickle it off as I 
have done. I may fit up whole winter nights 
baking my blood with he6lic watchings, and 
write as folid as a Father of the church 

or I may fit down whole fummer days^ 

evaporating my fpirits into the fineft 
thoughts, and Avrite as florid as a mother 
of it. — In a word, I may compofe myfelf 
off ray legs, and preach till I burft — and 
when I have done, it will be worfe than 
if not done at all. — Pray Mr. Such a-one 
who held forth laft Sunday ? DoBor Clark^ 
I trow, fays one. Pray what DoBor Clark ? 
fays a fecond: Why Homenas'« DoBor 
Clark, quoth a third. O rare Homenas X 
cries a fourth; your fervant, Mr. Home- 
KAS, quoth a ffth, — ^"Twill be all over 
with me, by Heaven — ^I may as well put 
the book from whence I took it. — Here 
Homenas burii into a flood of tears, which 

falling 



falling down belter fkelter^ ding dang, wit'h- 
out any kind of intermiflion for fix minuted 
and almoft twenty-five feConds, had a 
marvellous efFe6l upon his difeourfe ; fat 
the aforefaid tears, do you mind^ did fo 
teraper the wind that was rifing upon th0 
aforefaid difcourfe, but falling for the moff 
part perpendicularly^ and hitting the fpiri# 
at right angles, which were mounting ho- 
rizontally all over the furface of his haranguCj^ 
they not only played the devil and all with 
the fublimity — but moreover the faid tearsi 
by their nitrous quality, did fo refrig^rate^^- 
precipitate, and hurry down to the bottom 
of his foul, all the unfavoury particles 
which lay fermenting (as you faw) in the 
middle of his conception, that he went^ 
on in the cooleft and chafteft ftyle (for ^* 
folihquy I think) that ever mortal man ut* 
tered, 

" This is really and truly a very hard 
cafe,"' continued Homenas to himfelf— 
Panurge, by the bye, and all the company' 
in the next room, hearing all along every 
lyllable he fpoke ! for you muft knoWj that* 
notwithftanding Panurge had opened his' 
mouth as wide as he could for his blood', in 
order to give a round anfwer to Longinust 
Rabelaicus's interrogation, which conclude- 
ed the laft chapter — yet Homenas's rheto- 
ric had poured in fo like a torrent, flap- 
da(h through the wainfcot amongft them, 
and happening at that uncritical crifis when 
Panu^gi:; had juft put his ugly face into 
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the above-faid pofture of defence — that he 
ftopt ftiort — he did indeed, and, though his 
head was full of matter, and he had fcrewed 
up every nerve and mufcle belonging to it, 
till all cried crack again, in order to give 
a due projed;ile force to what he was go- 
ing to let fly full in Longinus Rabelai- 
cus's teeth, who fat over againfl him — Yet 
for all that, he had the continence to con- 
tain himfel^ for he ftopt fhort, I fay, with- 
out uttering one word except Z • . . ds 
Many reafons may be afligncd for this, but 
the moft true, the moft ftrong, the moft 
hydroftatical, and the moft philofophical 
reafon, whyPANURGE did not go on, was 
— that the fore-mentioned torrent did not fa 
drown his voice that he had none left to 
go on with* — God help him, poor fellow 1 
lo he ftopt fliort (as I have told you be- 
fore), and all the time IIomenas was fpeak- 
ing, he faid not another word, good or bad, 
but ftood gaping and flaring, like what you 
pleafe — fo that the break, marked thus — 
which HoMENAs's grief had made in the 
middle of his difcourfe, which he could no 
more help than he could fly — produced 
no other change in the room where Lon- 
ginus Rabelaicus, Epistemon, Gym- 
nast, Triboulet, and nine or ten more 
honeft blades had got Kerukopaedizing 
together, but that it gave time to Gym* 
NAST to give Panurge a good fquafliing 
chuck under his double chin; which Pa* 
NUBGE taking in good part^ and jufjb as it 

wa» 
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was meant by Gymnast, he forthwith fliut 
his mouth— and gently fitting down upon 
a £tooU though fomewhat excentrically and 
and out of neighbour's row, but liftening as 
all the reft did with might and main, mey 
plainly and diftin(9;ly heard every fyllable of 
what you will find recorded in the very next 
chapter. 
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GOOD WARM WATCH-COAT*; 

With which Uie prcfent PoiTeflbr 

// net content to cover kis own Shoulders ^ 

9 

XJn lefs he can cut out of it 

*rf Petticoat for his Wife^ and a Pair of Breeches for his Sofu 

A POLITICAL. ROMANCE. 



SIR, 

In my laft, for want of fomethiug better to 
write about, I told you what a world of feud- 
ing and proving we have had of late ia this" 

little 

* As the following piece was fupprefled during the life-time of 
"Mr. Sterae, and as there are fomc grounds to believe that it was not 
intended by him tor publication* an apolo^ may be deemed ne- 
ceffary for inferting it in the prefent edition of his Works. It 
muft be acknowledged, that a mere jeu d^efprtt relating to a pri- 
vate difpute, which could iuterefl only a lew, and which was in- 
tended to divert a fmall circle of friends, was with great propriety 
concealed while it might tend to revive departed animofities, or give 
pain to any of the perlons who were concerned in fo trifling a contcfL 
And thefe confidcrations feem to have had weight with thofe to 
whom the MS. wis intruded ; it not having been made public untfl 
many years after it was written, nor until moil of the gentlemen 
mentioned in it were dead. After the lapfe of more than twenty 
years, it may be prefumed that there can be no impropriety in giving 
one of the earlieft of Mr. Sterne's bagatelles a place among his more 
important performances. The flighteft fketches of a genius are 
too valuable to be neglefted ; and tlie prefent edition would be in- 
complete, if this compofition, written immediately before Triitraoi 
Shandy, and which may be confidered as the precurfor of it, was 
omitted* As the whole of it alludes to fa£t« and circamflances 

confined 
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little village * of ours, about an old caft pair 
of black plufti breeches -f-, which JohnX our 
parilh-clcrk, about ten years ago, it feems, had 
made a promife of to one Trim § who is our 
fexton and dog-whipper. — To this you write 
me word, that you have had more than either 
one or two occafions to know a great deal 
of the fliifty behaviour of the faid mailer 
Trim — and that you are aftoniihed, nor can 
j^ou for your foul conceive how fo worthlefs 
a fellow, and fo worthlefs a thing into the 
bargain, could become the occafion of fo 
much racket as I have reprefented. 

Now, though you do not fay exprefely you 
could wilh to hear any more about it, yet I 
fee plainly enough 1 have raifed your curio- 
iity ; and therefore, from the fame motive 
that I (lightly mentioned it at all in my Jail 
letter, 1 will in this give you a full and 
very circumftantial account of the whole 
affair. 

But, before I begin, I muft firft fet you 
right in one very material point, in which I 



confined to the city of York, it will be ncccflary to •bfcnre, that 
it was occafioned by a controverfy between Dr. Fountayne and 
Dr. Topham, in the year 1758, on a charge made by the latter 
againft the former, of a breach of promife, in withholding from him 
fbmc preferment which he had reafon to cxpe6^. For the better 
illuilration of this little Satire, a few notes are added, from the 
pamphlets which appeared while this infignificant difference wa» 
agitating. 

f The Commiffaryftiip of Pickering and Pocklington*. 
t Dr. John Fountayne> Dean of York. 
J Dr. Topham. 

have 
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have mifled you, as to the true caufe of all 
this uproar amongft us — which does not take 
its rife, as I then told you, from the affair of 
the breeches, but, on the contrary, the whole 
affair of the breeches has taken its rife from 
it. — ^To underftand which, you muft know, 
that the firft beginning of the fquabble was 
not betwixt John the parifli-clerk, and Trim 
the fexton, but betwixt the parfon * of the 
parifti and the faid mafter Trim^ about an 
old watch-coat -^^ that had hung up many 
years in the church, whicli Trim had fet his 
heart upon ; and nothing would ferve Trim^ 
but he mull take it home, in order to have 
it converted into a warm under petticoat for 
his wife, and 'a. jerkin for himfelf againft win- 
ter ; which, in a plaintive tone, he moll hum- 
bly begged his reverence would confent to. 

1 need not tell you. Sir, who have fo often 
felt it, that a principle of llrong compaffion 
tranfports a generous mind fometimes be- 
yond what is ltrid:ly right; — the parfon was 
within an ace of being an honourable exam- 
ple of this very crime — for no fooner did 
the diftin6t words — petticoat — poor wife-^ 
warm — winter^ llrike upon his ear — but his 
heart warmed — and before Trim had well 
got to the end of his petition (being a gentle- 
man of a frank open temper) he told 
him he was welcome to it with all his heart 

* Dr. Hutton, Archbifliop of York. 

f A patent place, in the gift of the Arclihiftiop, which had been 
given to Dr. Topham for his life, and which, in 1758, he folicitcd to 
h^ve glinted to one of hi9 family after his death. 

and 
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and foul. — But Trim^ fays he, as you fee I 
am but juft got down to my living, and am 
an utter ftranger to all parifh matters, know- 
ing nothing about this old watch-coat you 
beg of me, having never feen it in my hfe, 
and therefore cannot be a judge whether 'tis 
fit for fuch a purpofe, or if it is, in truth 
know not whether 'tis mine to beflow upon 
you or not — you mufl have a week or 
ten days patience, till I can make fome en- 
quiries about it — and, if I find it is in my 
power, I tell you again, man, your wife is 
heartily welcome to an under-petticoat out 
of it, and you to a jerkin, was the thing as 
good again as you reprefent it. 

It is neceflary to inform you, Sir, in this 
place, that the parfon was earneftly bent to 
lerve Trim in this afiair, not only from the 
motive of generofity which I have juftly 
afcribed to him, but likewife from another 
motive, and that was by making fome fort 
of recompenfe for a multitude of fmall i^er- 
vices which Trim had occafionally done, and 
indeed was continually doing (as he was much 
about the houfe), when his own man was out 
of the way. — For all thefe reafons together, I 
fey, the parfon of the parifli intended to ferve 
Trim in this matter to the utmoft of his 
power. All that was wanting, was, pre- 
Tioully to enquire if any one had a claim to 
it, or whether, as it had time immemorial 
hung up in the church, the taking it down 
iDight not raife a clamour in the pariih, 

7 Thefe 
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Thefe enquiries were the things that Trim 
dreaded in his heart — he knew very well, 
that, if the parfon Ihould but fay one word 
to the churchwardens about it, there would 
be an end of the whole arfair. For this, and 
fome other realbns not neceffary to be told 
you at prefent, 'Trim was for allowing no time 
in this matter — but on the contrary doubled 
his diligence and importunity at the vicar* 
age-houfe — plagued the whole family to 
death — preft his fuit morning, noon, and 
niglit ; and, to (horten my ftory, teafed the 
poor gentleman, who was but in an ill ftate 
of health, almoft out of his life about it 

You will not wonder when I tell you, that 
all this hurry and precipitation on the fide 
of matter Trirn^ produced its natural effe€t 
on the fide of the parfon ; and that was, a 
fufpicion that all was not right at the bot- 
tom. 

He was one evening fitting alone in his 
ftudy, weighing and turning this doubt 
every way in his mind, and after an hour 
ftnd a halfs ferious deliberation upon the 
affair, and running over Trim's behaviour 
throughout — he was jufl; faying to himfelf-— 
it muji he Jo — when a fudden rap at the door 
put an end to his foliloquy, and in a few 
minutes to his doubts too; for a labourer 
in the town, who deemed himfelf pall his 
fifty-rfecond year, had been returned by the 
confl:ables in the mihtia lill — and he had 
come with a groat in his hand to fearch the 
parifh-regifier for his age« The parfon bid 
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the poor fellow put the groat into his pocket, 
and go into the kitchen — then fhutting the 
ftudy-door, and taking down the parilh- 
regifter — who knows^ fays he, but I may find 
fomething here about this f elf -fame watch-coat? 
He had fcarce unclafped the book, in fay- 
ing this, when he popped on the very thing 
he wanted, fairly wrote in the firft page, 
palled to the infide of one of the covers, 
whereon was a memorandum about the very 
thing in queftion, in thefe exprefs words — 
Memorandum. *' The great Avatch-coat was 
purchafed and given, above two hundred 
years ago, by the Lord of the manor, to this 
parifli-church, to the fole ufe and behoof of 
the poor Sextons thereof, and their fuc- 
celfors for ever, to be worn by them re- 
fpe6lively in winterly cold nights, in ringing 
complines^ pafftng-bells^ SfC. which the faid 
lord of the manor had done in piety to 
keep the poor wretches warm, and for 
the good of his own foul, for which they 
were directed to pray, &c/' Juji Heaven / 
faid the parfon to himfelf, looking upwards, 
what an efcape have I had I give this for an 
nnder-petiicoat to Trim's wife? I would not 
have confented tofuch a defecration to be Pri^ 
mate of all England— nay, I would not have 
di/iurbed a fingle button of it for all my tythes. 
Scarce were the words out of his mouth, 
when in pops Trim with the whole fubje6fc of 
the exclamation under both his arms— I fay 
under both his arms — for he had ad;ually got 
it ript and cut out ready, his own jerkin un- 
der 
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der one arm, and the petticoat under the 
other, in order to carry to the taylor to be 
made up, and had jull ftepped in, in high 
fpirits, to Ihew the parfon how cleverly it 
had held out. 

There are now many good fimihes fubfift- 
ing in the world, but which I have time 
neither to recollect or look for, which would 
give you a ftrong conception of the aftonifli* 
ment and honed indignation which this un- 
expe6led llroke of Trbns impudence im- 
j)reiredupon the parfon's looks — letitfuffice 
to fay, that it exceeded all fair defcription — 

as well as all power of proper refentment 

except this, that Trim was ordered, in a Hern 
voice, to lay the bundles down upon the 
table — to go about his bufinefs, and wait 
upon him, at his peril, the next morning at 
eleven precifely. — Againft this hour, like a 
wife man, the parfon had fent to delire John 
the parifli-clerk, who bore an exceeding good 
chara(^ler, as a man of truth, and who, hav- 
ing moreover a prett}^ freehold of about 
eighteen pounds a year in the townfliip, was 
a leading man in it ; and, upon the whole, 
was fuch a one, of whom it might be faid, 
that he rather did honour to his office, than 
that his office did honour to him — him he 
fends for, with the churchwardens, and one 
of the fidefmen, a grave knowing old man, 
to be prefent — for, as Trim had with-held the 
whole truth from the parfon touching the 
watch-coat, he thought it probable he wouldl 
as certainly do the fame thing to , oth( 
Though this, I faid, was wife, t^ie 
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of the precaution might have been fpared — 
becaufe the parlbn's character was unblemifli- 
ed — and he had ever been held by the 
world in the eftimation of a man of honour 
and integrity. — Triin% charac^ler, on the con- 
trary, was as well known, if not m the world, 
at leaft in all the parifli, to be that of a little 
dirty, pimping, pettilogging, ambidextrous 
fellow — who neither cared wliat he did or 
faid of any, provided he could get a penny 
by it. This might, I faid, have made any 
precaution needlclk — but you muft knoAv, 
as the parfon had in a manner but jult got 
down to his living, he dreaded the confe- 
quences of the leaft ill impreffion on his firft 
entrance among his parifliioners, which would 
have difabled him from doing them the good 
he wiflied — fo that out of regard to his flock, 
more than the neceflary care due to ;himfelf 
— he was refolved not to lie at the mercy of 
what refentment might vent, or malice lend 
an ear to. 

Accordingly, the whole matter w^as re- 
hearfed, from tirft to laft, by the parfon, in 
the manner I have told you, in the hearing 
of John the parifli-clerk, and in the prefence 
of Trim. 

Trim had little to fay for himfelf, except 
" that the parfon had abfolutely promifed 
to befriend him and his wife in the affair to 
the utmoft of his power ; that the watch- 
coat was certainly in his power, and that he 
might Hill give it him if he pleafed.'' 

To this the parfon's reply was fliort, but 
ilrong, " that nothing was in his power to 
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do^ but what he could do honejily — that, in 
giving the coat to him and his wife, he 
Ihould do a manifeft wrong to the next fexton, 
the great watch-coat being the mod com- 
fortable part of the place — that he fliould 
moreover injure the right of his own fucceflbr, 
Avho would be juil fo much a worfe patron 
as the worth of the coat amounted to ; and, 
in a word, he declared, that his whole intent 
in promifmg that coat, was charity to Trim^ 
hniwrong to no man — that was a referve, he 
faid, made in all cafes of this kind : and he 
declared folemly, in verbo facer do tis, that this 
was his meaning, and was fo underftood by 
Trim himfelf/' 

With the weight of this truth, and the 
great good fenfc and ftrong reafoh which ac- 
companied all the parfon faid on the fubje6t 
— poor Trim was driven to his lalt Ihift — 
and begged he might be fuffered to plead 
his right and title to the watch-coat, if not 
hy promife^ at lead hy fervitude — it was well 
known how much he was entitled to it upon 
thefe fcores : that he had blacked the par- 
fon's Ihoes without count, and greafed his 
boots above fifty times — that he had run 
for eggs in the town upon all occalions — 
whetted the knives at all hours— catched his 
horfe, and rubbed him down — that, for his 
wife, fhe had been ready upon all occafions 
to char for them ; and neither he nor flie, to 
the bed of his remembrance, ever took a far- 
thing, or any thing beyond a mug of ale.— 
To this account of his fervices, he li>egged 

E E 2 leaVQ 
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leave to add thofe of his wiflies, which, he 
faid, had been equally great — he affirmed, and 
was ready he faid to make it apjpear, by a 
number of witneires, " he had drank his re- 
verence's health a thoufand times (by the 
bye he did not add out of the parfon's own 
ale) — that he had not only drank his health, 
but wiflied it, and never came to the houfe but 
afked his man kindly how he did ; that, in 
particular, about half a year ago, when his 
reverence cut his finger in paring an apple, 
he went half a mile* to afk a cunning woman 
what was good to Haunch blood, and actually 
returned witli a cobweb in his breeches poc- 
ket. Nay, fays Trim^ it was not a fortnight 
ago, when your reverence took that flrong 
purge, that I went to the far end of the 
whole town, to borrow you a clofeftool — and 
came back, as the neighbours who flouted me 
will all bear witnefs, with the pan upon my 
head, and never thought it too much/' Trim 
concluded this pathetic remonftrance with 
faying " he hoped his reverence's heart would 
not lufFer him to requite fo many faithful 
fervices by fo unkind a return : — that if it 
was fo, as he was the firft, fo he hoped 
he fliould be the laft example of a man 
of his condition fo treated/' — This plan 

* " Long before any thing of my patent was thought of, I not 
f* only moft fincerely lamented the Archbifliop's illnefs, but made 
•* It my bulinefs to enquire after every place and remedy that might 
*^ help his Grace in bis complaint." * 

£xtra£t of a Letter from Dr. Topham, 
„, . p. 26. of Dr» Foutttayne^s Anfwer. 

of 
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of Trhns defence, which Trim had put himfelf 
upon, could admit of no other reply than a ge- 
neral fmile. — Upon the whole, let me inform 
you, that all that could be faid pro and couy on 
both fides, being foirly heard, it was plain 
that Trim in every part of this affair had be-* 
haved very ill — and one thing, which was 
never expelled to be known of him, hap- 
pened in the courfe of this debate to come 
out againfl him, namely, that he had gone 
and told the parfon, before he had ever fet 
foot in his parifli *, that Joh7i his parifli- 
clerk — his church-wardens, and fome of the 
heads of the parifli, were a parcel of 
fcoundrels. — Upon the upfhot. Trim was 
kick'd out of doors, and told at his peril ne- 
ver to come there again. 

At firfl. Trim huffed and bounced jpofl 
terribly — fwore he would get a warrant — that 
nothing would ferve him but he would call a 
bye-law, and tell the whole parith how the 
parfon had mifufed him ; but cooling of 
that, as fearing the parfon might polfibly 
bind him over to his good behaviour, 
and, for aught he knew, might fend him to 
the houfe of correction, he lets the parfon 
alone, and to revenge himfelf falls foul upon 
the clerk, who has no more to do in the 
quarrel than you or I— rips up the promife 

* In Dr. Fountayne*8 Pamphlet, p. 18 and 19. Dr. Topham U 
charged with having aflured Archbimop Hutton, before he came 
into the Diocefe, that the Dean and, Chapter of York were a fet 
ol ftrange people^ and that he would find it very difficulty if nai im* 
poffihle^ to live upon good terms with them« 

£ £ 3 of 
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of the old — call — pair of black — plufli— • 
breeches ; and railes an uproar in the town 
about it, Dotwithftanding it had flept ten 
years — but all this, you niuft know, is looked 
upon in.no other light but as an artful ftroke 
of general (liip in Trim to raife a dufl:, and 
cover hiinfeU under the difgracelul chaltife- 
ment he has undergone. 

If your curiofity is not yet fatisfied — I will 
now proceed to relate the battle of the 
breechts in the fame cxac^t manner I have 
done that of the watch-coat.^ 

Be in known then, that about ten years 
ago, when John was appointed parifli-clerk 
of this church, this faid Irim took no fmall 
pains to get into Jokns good graces, in order, 
as it afterwards appeared, tocoaxa promife 
out of him of a pair of breeches, v/hich John 
had then by him, of black plufh, not much 
the worfe for wearing — Trim only begged, for 
God's fake, to have them beltowed upon 
him when John fliould think fit to caft them. 

Trim was one of thofe kind of men who 
loved a bit of finery in his heart, and would 
rather have a tatter'd rag of a better body's, 
than the bell plahi whole thing his wife 
could fpin him. 

John^ who was naturally unfufpicious, made 
no more diflSculty of promifing the breeches 
than the parfon had done in promifing the 
great coat ; and indeed with Ibmething lefs 
referve — becaufe the breeches were Johns 
owuj and he could give them, without wrong, 
to whom he thought fit. 

It 
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It happened, I was going to fay unluckily, 
but I Ihould rather lay moll luckily for 
Trinij for he was the only gainer by it, that 
a ({uarrel, about fome fix or eight weeks 
after this, broke out betwixt the ^ late parfon 
of tlie parilli and Johfi the clerk. Some- 
body (and it was thought to be nobody but 
Trhn) had put it into the parfon's head, 
" that John^ delk -j- in the churcli was at the 
leaft four inches higher than it Ihould be — 
that the thing gave offence, and was indeco- 
rous, inafmuch as it approached too near 
upon a level with the parfon's delk itfelf/' — 
This hardlliip the parfon complained of 
loudly, and told John^ one day after prayers, 
** he could bear it no longer — and would 
have it altered, and brought down as it 
fliould be/' John made no other reply, but 
" that the delk was not of his railing : — 
that 'twas not one hair breadth higher thau 
he found it — and that as he found it fo he 
^vould leave it. In Ihort, he would neither 
make an encroachment, neither would he 
fuffer one/' — The late parfon might have his 
virtues, but the leading part of his cha a'^ter 
was not humility — fo that Johns Itiffnefs in 
this point was not likely to reconcile matters. 
—This was Trim's harveft. 

After a friendly hint to John to Hand his 
ground, away hies Trim to make his market 

* Archbifhop Hemng. 

f This alludes to the right of appointing preachers for the vacant 
flallst which Dr. Fountayne, as I)ean of York, claimed agairitt 
the Archbiihop. 

££4 at 
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at the vicarage. — What paflfed there I will 
not fay, intending not to be uncharitable ; fo 
Ihall content myfelf with only guefling at it 
from the fudden change that appeared in 
Trim's drefs for the better — for he had left 
his old ragged coat, hat, and wig, in the 
ftable, and was come forth ftrutting acrofs 
the church-yard yclad in a good charitable 
call coat, large hat, and wig, which the 
parfon had juft given him. — Ho! ho! hollo! 
John, cries Trinin in an infolent bravo, as loud 
as ever he could bawl-— fee here, my lad, how 
fine I am. — The more Ihame for you, anfwer- 
ed John ferioufly — Do you think, Trimj fays 
he, fuch finery, gained by fuch fervices, be- 
comes you, or can wear well ? — Fye upon it, 
Trim, I could not have expelled this from 
you, confidering what friendfliip you pre- 
tended, and how kind I have ever been to 
you — how many fhillings and fixpences I 
have generoufly lent you in your diftrelTes. — 
Nay, it was but the other day that I pro- 
mifed you thefe black plulh breeches I have 
on. — Rot your breeches, quoth Trim (for 
Trim's brain was half turn'd with his new 
finery), rot your breeches, fays he — I would 
not take them up were they laid at my 

door — give them, and be d d to you, to 

whom you like — I would have you to know 
I can have a better pair of the parfon's any 

day in the week John told him plainly, 

as his word had once paffed him, he had a 
fpirit above taking advantage of his info- 
lence in giving them away to another — but, 

to 
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to tell him bis mind freely, he thought he 
had got fo many favours of that kind, and 
was (0 likely to get many more for the fame 
fervices, of the parfon, that he had better 
give up the breeches, with good nature, to 
fome one who would be more thankful for 
them. 

Here John mentioned Mark * Slender (who 
it feems the day before had aiked John for 
them), not knowing they were under promife 
to Trim—" Come ,' Trim, fays he, let poor 
Mark have them — you know he has not a 
pair to his a—, bcfides, you fee he is juft of 
my fize, and they will fit to a T, whereas if I 
give 'em to you, look ye, they are not worth 
much, and beiides you could not get your 
backfide into them, if you had them, without 
tearing them all to pieces/' — Every tittle of 
this was molt undoubtedly true, for Tri?n, you 
muft know, by foul-feeding, and playing the 
goodfellow at the parfon's, was grown fome- 
what grofs about the low^er parts, if not high^ 
er ; fo that, as all John faid upon the occa- 
fion was fa6l. Trim with much ado, and after 
a hundred hums and hahs, at laft, out of 
mere compaHion to Marky Jigns -j-, feals^ and 
delivers up ALL RIGHT, interest and 

PRETENSIONS WHATSOEVER IN AND TO 
THE SAID BREECHES, THEREBY BINDING 

* Dr. Braithwaite. 

f Extraft of a letter from Dr. Topham to Dr. Fountayne : 
As Dr. Ward has propofed to reiign the jurifdiAion of Pickering 
and PockJington to Dr. Braithwaite, if you have not any other 
** objection ,1 fhall very readily give up what interest arifes to me 
** in thefe jurifdidlions from your friendftiip and regard." P* 5. of 
Dn Fountaync's Anfiuer to Dn Topham* 
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HIS UEIRS, EXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS, 
AND ASSIGNS, NEVER MORE TO CALL THE 

SAID CLAIM inf QUESTION.— All this re- 
nunciation was fet forth, in an ample man- 
ner, to be in pure pity to Mark's nakedneis 
—but the fecret was. Trim had an eye to, 
and firmly expected, in his own mind, the 
great green pulpit-cloth *, and old velvet 
cufhion, which were that very year to be 
taken down — which, by the bye, could he 
have wheedled John a fecond time, as he had 
hoped, would have made up the lols of the 
breeches fevenfold. 

Now you mull know, this pulpit cloth and 
cufliion were not in Johns gift, but in the 
church-wardens' -j-, &c. However, as I faid 
above that John was a leading man in the pa- 
rilh, Tiim knew he could help him to 'em if 
he would — but Johii had got a furfeit of him 
— fo, when the pulpit-cloth. Sec. were taken 
down, they were immediately given (John 
having a great fay in it) to William Doe :{:, 
who underllood very well what ufe to make 
of them. 

As for the old breeches, poor Mark lived 
to wear them but a fliort time, and they got 
into the poflbflion of Lorry Slim §, an un- 
lucky wight, by whom they are ftill worn 
— in truth, as you will guefs, they are very 
thin by this time, 

♦ The Commiffaryfhip of Dean of York, and the Commiflarj- 
(hip of the Dean and Chapter of York, 
f The members of the Chapter. 
X Mr. Stabks. 
§ Mr. Sterne himfelf^ 

But 
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But Lorry has a light heart, and what re- 
commends tlieni to him is this, that, as thin 
as they are, he knows that Trim^ let him fay 
what he will to the contrar}^, ftill envies the 
pojjejfor of them, and with all his pride would 
be very glad to wear them after him. 

Upon this footing have thefe affairs flept 
quietly for near ten years, — and would have 
flept for ever, hut for the unlucky kicking bout, 
which, as I faid, has ripped this fquabble up 
afrefh ; fo that it was no longer ago than lall 
week, that Trim met and ^ infulted John iu 
the public town-way before a hundred 
people — tax'd him with the promife of the 
old cafi pair of black breeches, notwithftand- 
ing Trim'^ folemn renunciation — twitted him 
with the pulpit-cloth and velvet cufnion — as 
good as told him he was ignorant of the 
common duties of his clerkfhip ; adding, 
very infolently, that he knew not fo much as 
to give out a common pfalm in tune. 

John contented himfelf by giving a plain 
anfwer to every article that Trim had laid to 
his charge, and appealed to his neighbours 
who remembered the whole affair — and, as 
he knew there was never any thing to be 
got by wreftling with a chimney-l'weeper, 
he was going to take his leave of Trim for 
ever. But hold — the mob by this time had 
got round them, and their high mightinefles 
infifted upon having Trijn tried upon the fpot. 

* At the Seffions dinner, where Dr. Topham cbaived Dr. Fonii* 
tayne with the breach of his promife, in giviitg the "^ 

oi Pocklington and Pickering to another perfoo* 

8 




428 THE HISTORY OF 

Trhn was accordingly tried, and after a 
full hearing, was con^led a fecond time, 
and handled more roughly by one or more of 
them than even at the parfon's. 

TnV/7, fays one, are you not afliamed of 
yourfelf to make all this rout and difturbance 
in the town, and fet neighbours together by 
the ears, about an old — worn-out — pair of 
eaft — breeches not worth half a crown ? Is 
there a call coat, or a place in the whole 
town, that will bring you in a flulling, but 
what you have fnapped up like a greedy 
hound as you are ? 

In the firft place, are you not fexton and 
and dog-whipper*, worth three pounds a 
year? Then you begged the church- wardens 
to let your wife have the wailiing and darn- 
ing of the church-linen, which brings you in 
thirteen (hillings and four-pence; then you 
have fix lliillings and eight-pence for oiling 
and winding up the clock, both paid you at 
Eafter — the pounder's place, which is worth 
forty (hillings a year, you have got that too 
' — you are the bailiff, which the late parfon 
;ot you, which brings you in forty (liillings 

more. 



* " In the firft place, would any one inuigine that Dr. Topham, 
'* who was now Matter of the Faculties — Commiffary to the Arch- 
" bifhop of Yorlc — Official to the Archdeacon of York — Official 
•* to the Archdeacon of of the Eaft Riding — Official to the A»ch- 
•* deacon of Cleveland — Official to the peculiar jurifdidion of How- 
«* denfhire — Official to the Precentor — Official to the Chancellor of 
•* the Church of York — and Official to fevcral of the Prebendaries 
^ thereof, could accept of fo poor an addition as a Commiflaryfhip 
** of five guinea^ per annum ?" P. S. of i?r. Fountayne^i An/wcrto 
J)n Topham* 

Befides 
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Befides all this, you have fix pounds a year 
paid you quarterly for being mole-catcher to 
the parifli. Aye, fays the lucklefs wight 
above mentioned (who was ftanding clofe by 
him with the plufh breeches on), " you are 
not only mole catcher, Trim^ but you catch 
STRAY CONIES too in the dark, and you 
pretend a licence for it, which, I trow, will 
be looked into at the next quarter feffions/' 
I maintain it, I have a licence, fays Triniy 
blufliing as red as fcarlet — I have a licence, 
and as I farm a warren in the next parifh, I 
will catch conies every hour in the night. 
You catch conies ! fays a toothlefs old woman 
juftpaffing by. 

This fet the mob a-laughing, and fent every 
man home in perfedt good humour, except 
Triniy who waddled very flowly off with that 
kind of inflexible gravity only to be equalled 
by one animal in the creation, and furpafled 
by none. 

I am Sir, 

Yours, &c. &c. 



POST 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I have broke open my letter to inform 
you, that 1 miired the opportunity of fending 
it by the mefTenger, who I expedted would 
have called upon me on his return through 
this villaigre to York ; fo it has lain a week or 
ten days by me — 1 am not forry for the dif- 
appointment, becaufe fomething has fince 
happened in continuation of this affair, which 
I am thereby enabled to tranfmit to you all 
under one trouble. 

When I finifhed the above account, I 
thought (as did every foul in the parilh) 
Tmn had met with fo thorough a rebutf from 
John the parifli-clerk, and the town's-folks, 
who all took againft him, that Trim would be 
glad to be quiet, and let the matter reft. 

But, it feems, it is not half an hour ago 
fmce Trim^ fallied forth again, and, having 
borrowed a fow-gelder's horn, with hard 
blowing he got the whole town round him, 
and endeavoured to raife a difturbance, and 
fight the whole battle over again — alleged 
that he had been ufed in the laft fray worfe 
than a dog, not by John the parifli-clerk, for 
I fliould not, quoth Trim^ have valued him a 
rufh fmgle hands — but all the town fided with 
him, and twelve men in buckram^ fet upon 

* Alludingto Dr. Topham's Reply to Dr. Fountayne's Anfwer. 
f In Dr. Ttjpham's Reply, he aflcrts, that Dr. Fountayne't 
Anfwer was the child and ^spring of many parents ^ p. i. 
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Mic, all at once, and kept me in play at 
Iwoid's point Cor three hours together. 

Befides, qiioth Trim, there were two 
niiibegotten knaves in Kendat-green, who 
lay all the while in ambufli in John's own 
houfej and tliey all fixteen came upon my 
hack, and let drive at me all together — a 
plague, fuys Trim, of" all cowards. 

Trim repeate<l his ilory above a dozen 
times, which made fonie of the neighbouTS 
pity iiim, thinking the poor fellow crack- 
ijrain'd, and that he actually believed what 
hefaid. 

After this TVv/n dropped the affair of the 
breeches, and began a frefli difpute about 
the reading-deJk, which I told you had oc- 
cafioned fome fmall difpute between the late 
parfon andJoA/i, fome years ago. — Thisread- 
ing-deik, as you will obferve, was but an epi- 
fode wove into the main ftory by tlie bye, for 
the main affairwas the battle of the breeches and 
the great-coat . 

However, Trim being at laft driven out of 
thefe two citadels — he has feized hold, in his 
retreat, of tliis reading- delk, wilh a view, as 
it feems, to take flielter behind it. 

I cannot fay but the man has fought it out 
obflinately enough, and had his caufe been 
good, I ihould have really pitied him. For, 
when he was driven out of the great watch- 
coat, you fee he did not run away ; no — he 
retreated behind the breeches, and when he 
could make nothing of it behud the breeches. 
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he got behind the reading-delk. To what 
other hold Trim will next retreat, the politi- 
cians of this village are not agreed. Some 
think his next move will be towards the reaf 
of the parfon's boot ; but as it is thought he 
cannot make a long ftand there, others are 
of opinion, that Trim will once more in his^ 
life get hold of the parfon's horfe, and charge 
upon him, or perhaps behind him : but as 
the horfe is not eafy to be caught, the more 
general opinion is, that, when he is driven 
out of the rcjiding-de{k, he will make his 
laft retreat in fuch a manner, as, if poffible 
to gain the clojejiool, and defend himfelf be- 
hind it to the very laft drop. 

If Trim fliould make this movement, by 
my advice he Ihould be left, bcfide his cita- 
del, in full polfeHion of the field of battle, 
where 'tis certain he will keep every body a 
Jeague off, and may hop by himfelf till he is 
weary. Befidcs, as Trim feems bent upoij 
purging himfelf, and may have abundance of 
foul humours to work off, 1 think he cannot 
be better placed. 

But this is all matter of fpeculation — Let 
me carry you back to matter of fa 61, and 
tell you what kind of ftand 3Vm has adlually 
made behind the faid deik : " Neighbours 
and townfmen all, I will be fworn before my 
Lord Mayor, that John and his nineteen men 
in huclcram have abufed me worfe than a dog, 
for they told you that I played faft and go 
loofe with the late parfon and him in that old 

difpute 
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difpute of theirs about the reading-de/k^ and 
that I made matters worfe between them, 
and not better/' 

Of this charge Trim declared he was as in- 
nocent as the child that was unborn — that he 
would be book-fworn he had no hand in it. 

He produced a ftrong witnefs, and more- 
over infinuated, that John himfelf, inftcad of 
being angry for what he had done in it, had 
actually thanked him — Aye, 7nw, fays the 
wight in the plufti breeches, but that was, 
Trim, the day before John found thee out. 
Befides, Trim^ there i> nothing in that, for the 
very year that you was made town's pounder, ' 
thou knoweft weW that I both thanked thee m^'^- 
felf, and moreover gave thee a good warm fup- 
per for turning John Lund's cows and horles 
out of my hard corn clofe, which if thou hadft 
not done (as thou toldft me), I fliould have 
loft my whole crop ; whereas John Lund and 
Thomas Patt^ who are both here to teftify, 
and are both willing to take their oaths on't, 
that thou thyfelf waft the very man who fet 
the gate open — and after all, it was not thee. 
Trim, 'twas the blackfmiths poor lad who 
turned them out — fo that a man may be 
thanked and rewarded too for a good turu 
which he never did, nor ever did intend. 

Trim could not fuftain this unexpe6lcd 
ftroke — fo Trim marched oft' the field without 
colours flying, or his horn founding, or any 
other enfigns of honour whatever. — Whether 
after this Trim intends to rally a fecond time 

VOL. IV, F F —or 
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— or whether he may not take it into his head 
to claim the vidlory — none but Trim himfelf 
can inform you. 

However, the general opinion upon the 
whole is this, that in three feveral pitched 
battles. Trim has been fo trimm'd as never 
difafirous hero was trimm'd before. 



THE END. 






^. 
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